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December 2, 2018 
1st Sunday of Advent 

"In those days, in that time, 

I will raise up for David 

 a just shoot; 

he shall do what is right and just 

in the land.  

 

(Jer 33:15)  

Liturgy Schedule 

 

Saturday  5:30 PM—English 

Sunday    7:45 AM,10:30 AM, 5:00 PM—English 

    9:15 AM—Deutsch  First Sunday of the month 

  12:15 PM—Español 

Holy Days  8:30 AM and as announced—English   

Daily Mass  Monday through Saturday—8:30 AM 

  Wednesday—6:00 PM 

 

Alphonsus Academy & Center For the Arts: 

Friday   8:30 AM or on Holy Days as announced 

 

Eucharistic Adoration: 

Wednesday  6:30—7:30 PM 

 

Confessions: 

Saturday     9:00—9:30 AM  

Wednesday   6:30—7:30 PM 

Or call one of the priests for an appointment. 

 

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help: 

Tuesday mornings, after the 8:30 AM Mass and Wednesday 
evenings at 5:50 PM (10 minutes before the 6:00 Mass) 

 

773-525-0709 | www.stalphonsuschicago.org 



This Week’s Readings 

Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 [1b]/1 Thes 3:12-4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11  

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday : Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

You can find the readings for every day at www.usccb.org/nab. The Liturgy of the Hours— the official daily 

prayer of the church— is at www.divineoffice.org 

Mass Intentions 

Sunday, December 2 

  7:45 AM The People of the Parish 

  9:15 AM † Anna Scheer, † Werner Juretzko, † Gerhard Welch 

10:30 AM Maria Eisler 

12:15 PM † Maria Ramirez 

  5:00 PM The People of the Parish 

  

  Monday, December 3 

  8:30 AM The People of the Parish 

 

  Tuesday, December 4 

  8:30 AM † Monette LeRoy 

  

  Wednesday, December 5 

 8:30 AM The People of the Parish 

  6:00 PM In Honor of St. Joseph 

Thursday, December 6 

 8:30 AM The People of the Parish 

 

 Friday, December 7 

  8:30 AM † Ashley Lohnes 

 

  Saturday, December 8 

  8:30 AM  † Monette LeRoy 

  12:00 PM  The People of the Parish 

  5:30 PM  † Walter Walejeski 

 

  Sunday, December 9 

  7:45 AM † Eleanore Coleman 

10:30 AM † Milagros Rivera 

12:15 PM † Genoveva Carrera 

  5:00 PM The People of the Parish 

How To Offer a Mass Intention 

Did you ever notice that every Mass said here at St. Alphonsus is offered for a special intention? The entire 
congregation prays for that intention during the petitions (Prayers of the Faithful) when we say, "For those 
who have died, and for the intention of this Mass: (named intention)" 

Masses are often offered for family, friends and relatives that have died. Praying for the dead is a Spiritual 
Work of Mercy. Offering a Mass for someone that has died is an especially comforting gesture to the family. 
Mass can also be offered to commemorate joyful occasions and to give thanks to God for blessings 
received.  

The customary offering for a Mass here is $15.  However, any amount that you would like to offer is 
completely acceptable. You can request Mass Intentions online at www.stalphonsuschicago.org/mass
-intention, by visiting the Parish Office during office hours or calling the Parish Office at 773-525-
0709. 



Please Pray For Those Who Are Ill 

Dorothy Bonds 

Joanna Ravelingreen 

Jeffrey Dorsen 

Jamie Wallett Stanczyk 

Romie Richard 

Sandra Wilson 

Bertha Ledesma 

Monica Alexis Rios 

Noah Martinez 

Sarah Martinez 

Andrew Wilson 

 

Melvin Soult 

Lacey Richko 

Pamela Fasel 

Nicole Krayo 

Kaydence Serrano 

Eileen Pavlik 

Rusty Jackson 

Lio Dziekiewicz 

Gail Felten 

Aurora Hernande 

 

 

Margaret Nichols 

Maria Eisler 

Matthew Cordero 

Rita Gerich 

Jeanette Marconi 

Mary Ziko 

Ricky Ziko 

Mario Avila 

Chad Ballog 

Fred Ballog 

Charles Francis Carruth 

Cristian Uriel Pereda 

Mia Isabel Rodriguez 

Natalie Rose Brunmeier 

Wedding Banns (Amonestaciones) 

I Zak Kassing & Mary Thompson 

I Kevin Mayoux & Lauren Egierski 

II Scott Vitter & Lindsay Sena 

 

Baptisms (Bautizos) 

Please Pray For Those At Rest In The Peace of Christ 

Louis Tony Danko 



We are so grateful to the 50 parishioners who responded to our first-ever 

#GivingTuesday appeal. We cannot thank you enough! Together, we’ve raised 

$5,990 in just one day! These funds will help us address our parish's offer-

tory deficit of $109,808.60. This figure represents real costs associated with 

our parish operations. Costs like utility bills and liturgical supplies which are 

necessary to support our ministries and the celebration of sacraments. 

If you have yet to make a contribution, please know that a gift of any amount  

will help your parish address this deficit while funding the ministries, ser-

vices, and other events at St. Alphonsus that support discipleship and pro-

mote God's power and presence in our daily lives. 

If you missed #GivingTuesday, you can still contribute and make an impact. Text TUESDAY to 773-570-

7600. Whether you give $10, $100, or $1,000 - your contribution will make a difference for the future of 

St. Alphonsus. 

Offertory Update 

What is Offertory and Why is it Important? 
The Offertory, or Weekly Collection, at Mass is an integral part of the Sunday liturgy, not just because it is 

the primary means by which the parish receives financial support from the parishioners, but because it is 

also an expression of our gratitude to God for the blessings He has given us to return a portion of them 

back to Him for use by His Church.  

The weekly offering is to the parish what your paycheck is for you and your family. This is how the 

bills get paid: utility bills, insurance, salaries for clergy and staff, and all the other line items you see 

in the annual financial reports. 

When we give to our parish we are witnessing to the youth of our parish and to the world about our values 

and about what’s important to us. Please prayerfully consider your weekly support of St. Alphonsus as we 

work to share the message of God’s love through our vibrant parish community.  

We encourage you to give regularly online through GiveCentral or through offertory envelopes.  

 

Contact our parish office today at 773-525-0709 to ask how you can ensure  

St. Alphonsus Parish continues to thrive through your offertory giving. 

Message from Fr. Mike about the 

importance of stewardship: 

Stewardship is planned giv-

ing and does not leave giv-

ing to chance. It challenges 

us to plan. It asks us to ap-

praise—deliberately—what we are doing with our time, 

our talent, and our treasure.  It’s easy to understand the 

definition of stewardship. The hard part is living it. What 

do you do to live God’s word? Do you share your time in 

prayer with God? Do you use your talent to help those in 

need? Are you generous with your financial resources? If 

not, what are you waiting for? 

Budget Update for:  

Weekly Budget Amount 

Offertory Collection 

Comparison to Budget Target 

 

Fiscal Year to Date 7/1/18 to 

Cumulative Budget Amount 

Cumulative Amount Received 

Comparison to Budget Target 

 

11/25/2018 

$19,270 

$14,578.76 

-$4,691.24 

 

11/25/2018 

$404,670 

$294,861.40 

-$109,808.60 

Giving Tuesday Gratitude 



Waiting is not always so easy. If you lack patience, like me, you probably want whatever is going to happen 

to just happen already. I remember waiting on the births of my children. There was the time I sat with my 

dying father in the hospital. One year, we waited to see if our oldest child got into the college of his choice, 

or any college at all, which was nerve-wracking.  

 

So, to make the time pass more easily, and because it is prudent and wise, we make preparations. We put 

together nurseries, go over last will and testaments, and look through endless college mailings. Then, when 

the event finally happens or our fate is unveiled, the preparation ends. Either you have prepared well or    

you didn't.  

 

Unlike events in our lives that only happen once, we have been through Advent many times before. Even 

though this is the case, when Christmas arrives many of us will think we missed it again, and next year will 

be the year we really get into Advent. Of course, there is no promise of next year. What if you knew this was 

your last Advent ever?  

 

I once read a book about how to live your life as if you only had one year to live. The author said that doing 

this provides incentive for a real commitment to living life to its fullest. You notice things for the first time. 

You make plans that you always put off. You tell people what you always wanted to say.  

 

I hope all who read this have many wonderful years ahead of them. However, let's approach this Advent like 

it is our last. I bet Christmas will seem that much sweeter. And who knows, we may find a new and improved 

way to live all year long. 

Everyday Stewardship | By Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

St. Alphonsus Legacy Campaign | Year-End Gifts 

Christmas and the conclusion of the 2018 year is just 

around the corner.  As we prepare to gather with friends, 

families and loved ones to exchange presents, enjoy good 

food and make new memories, it’s important that we never 

forget the greatest gift ever given – God’s Son, our Savior.   

 

`Tis the season for miracles and wonder, for joy and 

thanksgiving.  No other time of year holds so much promise, anticipation or excitement as this most holy 

season. We know that in all areas of our lives we must “follow the star” and listen closely for God’s guidance.  

The celebration of Christmas always gives us pause as the Lord’s never-ending love surrounds each person 

who believes. The people of St. Alphonsus are believers…in our faith, in our Catholic heritage, in Christian 

stewardship.  We share in the responsibility for that which has been entrusted to us.   

 

Through our Legacy Campaign, we each have the opportunity to express our thanks for blessings received by 

sharing our volunteer hours, our financial resources, and our daily prayers.  Let us remember that this initia-

tive is also the Lord’s work, and He will guide our efforts as we join together to achieve all of our goals and 

secure an even brighter tomorrow for the St. Alphonsus family of faith. With our hearts filled with the love of 

Christmas and our eyes always watching for the star, may we reflect on the gifts we will share to carefully 

tend to our Parish home.   

 

We invite you to make an initial, year-end tax deductible gift to the St. Alphonsus Legacy Campaign to-

ward your future three-year pledge commitment. Please contact Shari Guenther at cam-

paign@stalphonsuschicago.org or 773-348-4629 ext. 114 to discuss your year-end contribution. 



St. Alphonsus Knights of Columbus and the Cleaning Angels 

Thanks to our Knights of Columbus for organizing the monthly church cleaning in November. If you want to 

volunteer for the December cleaning, please contact Erika Rodriguez at stalsparishfamily@gmail.com. If you 

are looking for an outlet to serve the Parish and community, and socialize with faithful Catholic men and  

fathers, please contact Aaron Hui for more information about our Knights of Columbus                                   

at huiaaron@gmail.com.  

 

Please consider becoming more involved in our St. Alphonsus family through the Cleaning Angels or 

Knights of Columbus. 

Please join us for the Novena of the Virgin of Guadalupe. Our dates and times for the Novenas are: 

• Monday, December 3 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Tuesday, December 4 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Wednesday, December 5 at 7:00 p.m. (Exposición del Santísimo Novena) 

• Thursday, December 6 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Friday, December 7 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Saturday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m. (Celebración de la Inmaculada Concepcion)  

• Sunday, December 9 at 12:15 p.m. (Después de la misa)   

• Monday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Tuesday, December 11 at 7:00 p.m. 

We hope to see you celebrate the Virgin of Guadalupe with our congregation. 

4th Annual St. Alphonsus Youth Free Throw Competition | Sunday, January 6 

All girls and boys ages 9 to 14 are invited to participate in the local level for the 4th Annual Free Throw 

Championship sponsored by the St. Alphonsus Knights of Columbus. The local         

competition will be held on Sunday, January 6, 2019, in the St. Alphonsus parish gym 

starting at 1:30 p.m. Winners in each age group for both girls and boys will receive an 

official Knights of Columbus basketball and advance to the district competition. 

 

Space is limited, so please sign up at https://stalphonsusknights.com/freethrow. 

AACA Barnes & Noble Book Fair | Saturday, December 15 

Get your holiday shopping done at Barnes & Nobel and help your parish 

school at the same time! Shop at Barnes & Nobel at 1441 W. Webster St. 

on Saturday, December 15, and a portion of the proceeds will go back to    

Alphonsus Academy & Center for the Arts.  

 

At the register, be sure to mention that you are shopping for the  

Alphonsus Academy book fair! 

St. Alphonsus Virgin of Guadalupe Novenas 



St. Alphonsus Christmas Concert | December 9 

Please join us on Sunday, December 9 for 

the St. Alphonsus Christmas concert! This 

concert will take place at 7:30 p.m. on  

Sunday, December 9 at St. Alphonsus 

Church. There will be Christmas favorites 

from Gospel to classical, carols for all to 

sing, and the Saint-Saens Christmas       

Oratorio with orchestra! 

 

We hope to hear everyone sing along with our St. Alphonsus family at this beautiful Christmas concert! 

Retirement Fund for the Religious Second Collection | December 9 

Holiday Family Portrait | Sunday, December 9 or Sunday, December 15 

Get your family portrait done and support your parish! Please join us on either Sunday, December 9 or Sun-

day, December 16 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Festival Hall. 50% of your total portrait purchase will be 

donated to St. Alphonsus Church. Photography will be done by Spotlight on 3. Appointments are    encour-

aged, but walk-ins are welcome. Prices for the portrait packages are: 

• Digital Image only is $40 

• Digital Image and one 4x6 print is $50 

• Digital Image and two 5x7 prints are $60 

 

For any questions, please call 773-490-2184 or email Mary-

lou@spotlighton3.com. 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception Mass Dates and Times 

Saturday, December 8, is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, a Holy Day of Obligation. Because Our 

Lady, under the title of the Immaculate Conception, is the patron saint of the United Stated of America,     

December 8 is always a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass will be offered on Friday, December 7 at 7:00 p.m. and 

Saturday morning at 8:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. The Saturday evening Mass at 5:30 p.m. celebrates the      

Second Sunday of Advent and not the                               

Immaculate Conception. 

We hope to see many of our parishioners celebrate the 

Immaculate Conception at these Masses. 

If there was a special religious woman or man who shared with you love, faith, and a belief in all that you 

could become, please consider giving to the Retirement Fund for the Religious. Today, sisters, brothers, and 

religious order priests may be elderly, and their religious communities may struggle to meet retirement 

needs. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for the Religious supports necessities such as medications and   

nursing care to help ensure the next generation of sisters, 

brothers, and priests can continue in ministry.  

 

Please give to those who have given a lifetime of service. 

There will be envelopes available in the Narthax for you 

to give to this very special second collection. 



Rosemont Theater Gives Back 

The Rosemont Theater is giving back to St. Alphonsus! A percentage of proceeds for select tickets to various 

Christmas shows at the Rosemont Theater will go back to St. Alphonsus. The shows that benefit St. Alphon-

sus are: 

� Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer: The Musical on Friday, December 7 at 7:00 p.m. or Saturday, 

December 8 at 11:00 a.m. or 3:00 p.m. 

� Carol of the King: The Irish Dance Christmas Spectacular on Sunday, December 9 at 2:00 p.m. 

� A Charlie Brown Christmas: Live on Stage on Saturday, December 22 at 1:00 p.m. or 5:00 p.m. 



Welcome to the Parish 

Erin Herschelman 

Christina Duncan 

Patrick O’Bryan 

Olga O’Bryan 

Adrien O’Bryan 

Vincent Sellner 

Jenna Harmon 

Jason Ferrell 

Stephanie Struckmeyer 

Andrew Struckmeyer 

Brady Struckmeyer 

Joe Fragassi 

Connect with the St. Alphonsus Community 

Register 

Have you been attending Mass regularly, are you new to the neighborhood, or have you recently turned 18? If 

so, please register with our parish!  To register, visit our website at http://stalphonsuschicago.org or call our 

parish office at 773-525-0709. By registering with St. Alphonsus, you are declaring your desire to be part of 

our vibrant Catholic faith community. Your registration also helps us to know and serve you better! The pas-

toral care we offer to you including Masses, Sacraments, Ministries, and more are based upon our registered 

parishioners.   

 

Get Involved 

As a registered parishioner, we ask our Catholic members to participate at Mass weekly and on holy days of 

obligation and to provide for the support of St. Alphonsus through an active commitment to stewardship of 

time, talent, and treasure.  

 

Stay Informed 

Have you moved recently? Be sure to contact our parish office at 773-525-0709 to provide your contact infor-

mation including mailing address, email, and phone so that we can keep you informed! 

Next Weekend’s Volunteer Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers, Servers  

If you are interested in serving at St. Alphonsus as a Lector, please contact  

Barbara Scharres at bscharres@hotmail.com 

If you are interested in serving at St. Alphonsus as a Eucharistic Minister, please contact  

Matthew Bauer at bauerm@iit.edu 

Mass Time Lectors Extraordinary Ministers Servers 

Saturday 5:30 PM  T Bradbury, B Scharres N Oliver, G Wallace, H Wallace G Naro, S Howard, A Howard, K 

Higgins 

Sunday 7:45 AM  M Bauer, J Strzynski R Gavin, M Mulka, M Bauer R Gavin, T Bauer, M Bauer 

Sunday 10:30 AM C Eiting, G Gilana L del Castillo, S Koehl, S Lane, H 

Levin, J McVey, B Sinnarajah, N 

Stankus 

B Koehl, M Koehl, O Koehl 

Sunday 12:15 PM  

(Spanish Mass)  

R Ledesma, S Araujo A Ballesteros, O DeLeon, Y Diaz, 

A Gramajo, Ant Hernandez, D 

Rodriguez 

I Medina, A Medina 

5:00 PM P Santarinala, L Brown J Beauvais, S Uhlarik, P           

Santarinala 

A Hui, E Rodriguez, M Yerkes 



Sacramental Information 

Contact our parish office 773-525-0709 for information regarding celebrating sacraments including Baptisms 

(infant and adult), Reconciliation (confession), Eucharist (Communion), Confirmation, Marriage, Anointing of 

the Sick. For information regarding Funerals, please first contact the funeral director of your choice to begin 

making arrangements. Por favor, llamar Nora Ramirez a 773-525-0709 a la oficina parroquial para obtener 

información en español. 

Directory  

Parish Office 

1429 W Wellington Ave, Chicago, IL 60657-4121 

(P): 773-525-0709 | (F): 773-525-3238 

www.stalphonsuschicago.org 

Office Hours:  

Monday—Friday 9:00 AM—8:00 PM 

Saturday 9:00 AM—5:00 PM 

 

School Office 

1439 W Wellington Ave, Chicago, IL 60657-4121 

(P): 773-348-4629 | (F): 773-348-4829 

www.alphonsusacademy.org 

Office Hours:  

Monday—Friday 8:00 AM—3:00 PM 

 

Staff 

Rev. Michael O’Connell, Pastor 

Fr. Bart Winters, Associate Pastor 

Dr. Casimer Badynee, Principal 

Tom Newman, Assistant Principal 

Mary Bodlak, Director of Admissions 

Mandy Moody, Chief Advancement Officer 

Dorothy Spencer, Business Manager 

Brooks Robinson, Pastoral Associate 

Brian Bloye, Director of Music and Organist 

Kim Wallett, Secretary 

Connie Del Toral, Administrative Assistant 

Nora Ramirez, Parish Office Coordinator (habla español)  

Erica Cook, Coordinator of Religious Education 

 

A complete list of our parish staff can be found on the church and 
school websites.  

“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” (JAMES 1:22) 

Every gift is gratefully received, sincerely appreciated, and put to good use. 

First Sunday of Advent | A Reflection 

"Stay awake! ... Be prepared." The advice is clear enough. We'd like to be vigilant. We'd like to be ready. But 
on its own, the desire to be alert isn't necessarily enough to keep us from drifting off into a spiritual siesta. 
When the ultimate Advent comes--when Jesus returns--we don't want to be the one left standing alone in the 
field. 
 
Advent is a time to pay attention.  

 

Jesus asks us to be ready to greet him at any hour. Especially in this month of holiday hustle and bustle, how 
can we stay constantly focused on welcoming Christ?  

 

St. Paul gives us a hint in today's epistle: "Put on the armor of light... Put on the Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom 
13:12, 14). Just as light hinders physical sleep, so too the light of Christ prevents spiritual slumber.  

 

When we invite Jesus' Spirit into our hearts, it's like keeping a vigil light flickering in the window of our souls. 
We may go about our business, but that expectant flame never burns out. So when Jesus comes again--even 
like a thief in the night--he will find us ready and waiting.  



3059 n. lincoln ave. 
chicago, il 60657 
p: 773.477.2504

rick chavez 
rick@djewelers.net

www.djewelers.net

detalles 
jewelers

PAULINA MARKET
773-248-6272

SPECIALIZING IN HOMEMADE SAUSAGES 
CHOICE MEATS AND QUALITY POULTRY

3501 N. LINCOLN AT CORNELIA, CHICAGO, IL  60657 
www.paulinameatmarket.com

home delivery 
available

Quality Dry Cleaners
An Environmentally  
Responsible Business  

Since 1950 
Voted Chicago’s  
#1 Dry Cleaner
(773) 348-5510

3000 Broadway

Belmont Tower 
Apartments   

“Your next home”  
We offer 1, 2 and 3 bed apts,  

starting at $1400 - $2200/month 
Covered parking $95/month 

773 327-2311 
510 W Belmont Ave. • Chicago

 EST. 1903	                      (773) 248-1349

Hardware, Building & Janitor Supplies

JOE MINNECI	 2551 N. HALSTED ST. 
OWNER	             CHICAGO, IL 60614

Start making your
Michigan memories.

10234 Community Hall Rd
Union Pier, MI 49129

NOTRE DAME FAMILY CENTER 
REV. JAMES N. WATZKE, PH.D.
Depression - Anxiety - Stress, Diag. 
Eval. Family, Marital, Adolescent,  
Separation - Divorce - SubAbuse  

ADDH - Medicare - Español 
Oak Bk. Ter • (630) 691-1114 

Chicago • (312) 861-0651

• Tuckpointing, Brick Work 
• Masonry Cleaning, Chimney 
• Lintels Replacement 
• Roofing, Parapet Walls 
• Gutters, Soffit & Fascia 
• Concrete Sidewalks & Steps 
• Porches, Decks, Siding

Celebrating 30 years with savings 
10% Discount

(773) 774-0444
Free Estimates • Licensed • Fully Insured

Complete Carry-Out Service 
(773) 935-4025 
(773) 935-0327 Fax

� 3000 N. Lincoln Ave 
Open Daily 5am-8pm� Chicago, IL 60657www.athenaeumtheatre.org
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P E D I A T R I C  B E H A V I O R A L  T H E R A P Y

P A R E N T  T R A I N I N G S  F O R  B E H A V I O R A L  C H A L L E N G E S 
A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T A L  C O N C E R N S

( 7 7 3 )  6 1 4 - 4 6 4 9  •  w w w . F D B e h a v i o r. c o m

Honoring the life.
Herdegen - Brieske 

Funeral Home

Serving the Catholic Community Under One Roof

773-472-6300
info@lakeviewfuneralhome.com

1458 W. BELMONT AVENUE • CHICAGO, IL 60657


