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“And I tell you, ask and you will receive;
seeR and you will find;
Rnock and the door will be opened to you.” (LK 11:9)
LITURGY SCHEDULE

Mass Schedule S;r:lfessc;ons 6:20—7:20 PM
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri, Sat 8:30 AM eanesday :30—7:3
: Saturday 11:00—12:00 PM

Wed 6:00 PM *Or call one of the priests for an appointment
Sunday 9 AM, 11 AM, 12:30 (Spanish) p PP

and 5 PM Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday 5:45 PM
Wednesday 6:30—7:30 PM

1429 W. WELLINGTON ST. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60657 | STALPHONSUSCHICAGO.ORG | 773-525-0709



Worship

This Week’s Readings
Sunday: Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 (3a)/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13
Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/Mt 13:31-35
Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28/Ps 103:6-7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-13/Jn 11:19-27
Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35/Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 9/Mt 13:44-46
Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a, 11/Mt 13:47-53
Friday: Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/Ps 81:3-4, 5-6, 10-11ab/Mt 13:54-58
Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8 /Mt 14:1-12
Next Sunday: Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17 (1)/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk
12:13-2
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Pray for Emilia Hurtado Janet Horvat =~ Danny Browder Cordero
the Sick Michael and Frank G. Bauer Margaret ll\fl(:helﬁ :
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full of surprises
A Source for Peace
Sometimes our weeks can be quite hectic, making it
hard to find quiet time to pray. If this sounds familiar,
join us for Mass on Wednesdays at 6 PM, followed by
Eucharistic Adoration from 6:30-7:30. This can be a
great way to re-center yourself in God and experience
the peace that only Christ can give.

Wedding Banns

Il.  Peyton Zylke
and Connor Dieckman

I.  Allyse Johnson

and Jordan Sacks

Thursday, July 31
MASS INTENTIONS 8:30 AM Fernando & Leanna Prieto
Sunday, July 27 (2nd Wedding Anniversary)
9:00 AM Juliana and Dino.Sv;/lan (Anniversary) Friday, August 1
Jane Keppeler (Birthday) 8:30 AM  Robert Ludwig

11:00 AM  +Colette Marie Hourquebie
12:30 PM  The People of Saint Alphonsus
5:00 PM +Rosario Anzelmo

Monday, July 28 Sunday, August 3

8:30 AM  Genevieve Morris (Anniversary) 9:00 AM  +James B. Pellino
11:00 AM  +Ignacia Santarinala
Tuesday, July 29

. 12:30 PM  The People of Saint Alphonsus

8:30 AM  +Ann Riffner 5:00 PM Holy Catechists and a Fruitful RE Year
Wednesday, July 30

6:00 PM All Unborn Children

Saturday, August 2
8:30 AM +Matthew Semoes
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News and Events

Theology on Tap— Wednesday, July 30

Our 2025 Theology on Tap speaker series finishes this
Wednesday, July 30 on the St. Alphonsus veranda.
Fellowship and light refreshments at 7 PM; with the

speaker’s talk at 7:30 PM. This year’s theme, “The Four
Portraits of Christ” illuminates the distinctive way one of
the four evangelists portrays Jesus in their gospel narrative.

Portrait of Christ According to John
Our speaker for ToT on July 30 is Bishop Mark Bartosic.

Bishop Bartosic was born in 1961, in Neenah, Wisconsin.
grew up in Ashland, Ohio, where he attended public schools
and Ashland University. He received a BA in Theatre in 1983

and moved to Chicago to pursue a career in acting.

Six years later, he entered the seminary at the University of

St. Mary of the Lake in Mundelein, IL. In 1994 he was
ordained into the priesthood for the Archdiocese of Chic
by Cardinal Joseph Bernardin at Holy Name Cathedral.

After ordination, he was assigned as the Associate Pastor to
St. Agnes of Bohemia Parish in Little Village. In 2001, he
was named Pastor of St. Frances of Rome Parish in Cicero, IL, serving there for 15 years.

Fr. Bartosic also assumed additional duties as Pastor for

In 2016, Fr. Bartosic was named Director of Kolbe House Jail Ministry in Chicago, as well as Pastor of

Assumption BVM Parish.

On July 3, 2018, Pope Francis appointed Fr. Mark A. Bartosic as Auxiliary Bishop for the Archdiocese of
Chicago, and he was consecrated at Holy Name Cathedral on September 17, 2018, by Cardinal Blase Cupich.
Bishop Mark A. Bartosic currently serves as Episcopal Vicar of Vicariate VI for the Archdiocese of Chicago.

This talk will be given on the church veranda — if inclem
(Festival Hall).

7:00 PM: doors open, food and drinks available

7:30 PM: talk begins

8:00 PM: speaker Q&A

8:30 PM: socializing

9:00 PM: end of program

GOSPEL OF
JOHN

He
BISHOP MARK BARTOSIC

EPISCOPAL VICAR OF
VICARIATE VIFOR THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

ago

Our Lady of Charity Parish in Cicero in 2009.

ent weather, it will be moved to the church basement

Volunteer at Mass as a Lector!

Our parish is in need of Lectors, especially at the 11 AM
Mass. Lectors proclaim the Scripture readings of the
day so that all may hear God’s word. Lector training
only takes about an hour of your time. A workbook with
all readings for the year, helpful advice, and interpre-
tive information is also provided. Most lectors are
scheduled to read at mass about once a month. If you
are interested, contact coordinator Barbara Scharres,
bscharres@hotmail.com, to learn more details and be
scheduled for an individual training session.

Foundations Study—Monday Evenings

Each and every Sunday, we recite the Creed. But what
does it mean? Pastoral Associate Brooks Robinson con-
tinues to lead a study on Monday evenings at 7 PM in

the rectory 2nd Fl. Common Room. All are welcome to
further explore the richness of our profession of faith!
Contact Brooks, brobinson@stalphonsuschicago.church

Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Thursday, August 15 is the a
Solemnity of the Blessed Vir- 8
gin Mary into heaven. Itisa g&
Holy Day of Obligation. Mass
will be at 8:30 AM and a bi-
lingual Mass at 6:30 PM.
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BECOME A CATECHIST FOR ST. ALPHONSUS!
Why Be A Catechist?

* Inspire Joy and Love in Little Hearts
* Bring Christ to the Children

 Be a Role Model and Witness
* Increase in Knowledge of the Faith

Jesus said what you do to the least of

these you do to me. y,

Spread the Faith _-f_,"" Inspire Hearts

Become a Catechist for the 2025-2026 School Year!

The kids need you!! Me? You’'re thinking. | don’t know the faith well enough. I’'m not a teacher. | wouldn't know
where to begin! The good news is, when you give your Yes, God hears your 'yes' and fills in where you're
lacking. He will complete the good work He has begun in you! All you need to do is allow the Holy Spirit to
guide; you are never alone.

Our Religious Education Program meets on Tuesday evenings (September to May), beginning on September 16.
If you are feeling a pull on your heart, | would love to talk with you so you can discern if God is calling you to
be a catechist this year. Jesus desires to fill you with an abundance of joy and love, and He will always give
you the grace to accomplish what He asks!

Shaping the Next Generation of
Catechetical Leaders
Core Value Statements

. oL Ur
,_, A

 DISCIPLESHip 8

“Gotherefore
and make
disciples of all

f nations.”
“MaytheGod  (Matthew28:19)
" of hopefill you s " .
with all joy and |ea::’ or:e as
peace in believing, T eti:tet veda gift, use
so that you may :‘ serve o::d
aboundin hope by ?no gl' as' g o
the power of the S! ewa'r dso o" s
holy Spirit. (Rom varie gra'ce
15:13) (1 Peter4:10)
“Whateveryou “sowe, though many,
do, do from the

are one body in Christ

heart, as for the and individually parts
Lordandnot for of one another.”
others.”

(Romans 12:5)
(Colossians 3:23) ;
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Discipleship— We serve true to our

commitment to the mission of the Catholic
Church to make disciples of Jesus Christ. We
seek to see others through the eyes of Jesus and
to bring them to a relationship with Him.
Community— We minister together for the good
of the whole. We labor, across boundaries, build-
ing communal wisdom and relationships to serve
those in need of care, support, and knowledge.
Service— Service is how we think and act; treat-
ing everyone with dignity and respect. Using our
gifts individually and collectively, we humbly
follow through on our promises and provide
timely and appropriate assistance to those we are
called to serve.

Excellence— We are committed in heart and
mind to work and serve to achieve a high-quality
level. We continuously evaluate, respond, adapt
and seek to improve.

Hope— Through our faith in Jesus, our passion
leads us to forge forward, encouraging optimism
as we act with courage finding our future path.



Our faithful are encouraged to join as
St. Alphonsus celebrates our patron
saint’s feast day with a light social in the
Festival Hall after the 5 PM Mass on
Sunday, August 3!

St. Alphonsus Liguori, (1696-1787) was born in
Marianella, near Naples, in Italy. When he was young, he
displayed exceptional intelligence and piety, earning a
doctorate in civil and canon law by the age of 16. Feeling
a calling to dedicate his life to God and the service of
others, however, he abandoned his legal career and
pursued ordination to the priesthood. He was ordained at
the age of 30 in 1726.

Throughout his priestly ministry, Liguori focused on
preaching missions and retreats, seeking to renew
people’s faith and draw them closer to the Eucharist. He
frequently preached on the real presence of Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament and encouraged frequent reception of
Holy Communion as a source of spiritual nourishment
and grace.

In 1732, Liguori founded the Redemptorists, a religious
congregation dedicated to promoting devotion to the
Eucharist and the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Redemptor-
ists' charism also revolved around reaching out to the
most abandoned, including the poor and marginalized,
and offering them hope through God's love and mercy.

Feast of St. Alph

onsus
s » -

As a prolific writer, he ',
authored numerous works
on moral theology,
spirituality, and
Eucharistic devotion. His
most famous work, "The
Glories of Mary," remains
a classic in Marian
theology and devotion. He
is remembered for his
practical and merciful
counsel, always seeking to
lead souls to reconciliation,
and union with God.

St. Alphonsus was
canonized as a saint in
1839 and declared a
Doctor of the Church in
1871. His spiritual
writings, particularly on
the Eucharist, continue to
inspire and guide the faith-
ful worldwide. As the
patron saint of moral theologians, his example reminds
believers of the profound love and presence of Christ in
the Eucharist and the enduring mercy of God.

GUOLY

Do
AUGUST IST <

L\

St. Alphonsus Liguori, pray for us!

Men’s Vespers— WED evening

Men of the parish are invited to attend our Communio prayer group each Wednesday from 8-9 PM in the rectory
chapel (come to the rectory side door) It's a great way to take your spiritual life a step further as we enrich our
knowledge of the faith, encourage each other in life's challenges, and grow in fortitude together. We chant the
Liturgy of the Hours and share reflections on the upcoming Sunday gospel reading, followed by a social with
refreshments, fellowship, and conversation. All men of the parish are invited. Questions or more info, contact

James Morrow, jemseoul@hotmail.com

At the Athenaeum

Sistine Chapel Choir—
Friday, September 5 at 8 PM

Is beauty a form of
truth? The world’s
oldest active choir
brings centuries of
sacred music to life,
accompanied by art

SISTINE

CGHAPEL CHOIR

SEPT §, 2025

Lev’s reflections on Renaissance beauty as theological
witness. This unforgettable evening will reveal how
music and art can elevate the soul and form the
imagination toward the divine.

Whether you come for the soaring music, the historical
depth, or the spiritual richness, Sistine Chapel Choir
with Dr. Elizabeth Lev promises a night where heaven
touches earth through the timeless language of beauty.

A celebration of sacred tradition, artistic genius, and
the eternal harmony between faith and culture—this is
a once-in-a-lifetime experience you won’t want to miss.

Check out all upcoming shows at the

historian Dr. Elizabeth Athenaeum Center for Thought and

Culture, visit athenaeumcenter.org/

events/

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



mailto:jemseoul@hotmail.com
https://athenaeumcenter.org/events/
https://athenaeumcenter.org/events/

Generation To Generation

CAMPAIGN PROGRESS 6 GERERATION.

ANSWER THE CALL
52,240,000

Our capital campaign has been going on for some time now, even though it's briefly
on pause for summer vacation. Our campaign committee has been telling us about
its goals and our particular needs, and inviting groups of parishioners and school
families to support it and make a pledge. We currently stand at 67.6% of our stretch
goal, which is amazing, and we are so thankful to the 199 parishioners/families who
have made a donation or a pledge so far!

$1,514,068... 67.6%

2,100
LEARN MORE AND MAKE
YOUR PLEDGE

9.5% or visit the parish website at
www.stalphonsuschicago.org

OUR CAMPAIGN GOALS:

_ \ A » Save Our Iconic Veranda; and Repair & Restore the Organ

s g; ; bl ELAS { bid, * Upgrade the Common Rooms

A: il js IR 77 ; oS v * Install Drinking Fountains in the Church
VAN (é\lu d il A FE il L +Re-Imagine the Rectory’s Side Courtyard
— "'”‘ ﬂ r:{‘l i1 i et BRI L as an Outdoor Classroom & Prayer Garden

S/ih(tmmmmu WHEETTT unmmnm,,u s .L = M‘W * Sharing with the Arch for Spiritual Renewal Programs,
"EM“S rﬂttﬂ' [RERAA ] 5 2 Scholarships, and Priest Retirement & Health Care

199

\I

Stewardsth—ﬂrst Fruits

--v- We invite all parishioners who want to participate in online giving to
F I R S T do so by enrolling through GiveCentral and setting up your donation

F R U | T S r. via the First Fruits campaign (weekly Mass offering).

A huge thank you to those that are already giving online. Please
consider making St. Alphonsus an extension of your home and
family when contributing.

Sign up at www.givecentral.org/location/39
You can also text Sunday to (773) 570-7600

time talent treasure

Left QR code for GiveCentral; Right QR code for Venmo
Diesn el

B ,ﬂ;%@#‘ Give today to
. support your parish

E%'é:%.{f

Giving Update
Weekly Budget Amount: $15,192
Sunday Offertory for 7/20: $12,201

Please remember to help the poor.
Donations to the poor box in the
narthex go to our St. Vincent
DePaul Society.
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The Young Adult Ministry (YAM) is one of St.
Alphonsus' most active parish groups! YAM is led by a
volunteer board and is guided by Pastoral Associate,
Brooks Robinson. Stated simply, the ministry's mission
is to help one another participate in Christ's mission,
that we, as young adult Catholics, may be effective
disciples, evangelists, and agents of charity in all that
we do. YAM provides many social, intellectual, service,
and spiritual opportunities for growth. Members range
in age from 21-39 years old.

Our YAM group is made up of 4 main pillars,
Spiritual, Intellectual, Service, and Social.

Young Adult Ministry

Visit the St. Alphonsus YAM Facebook page,
wwuw.facebook.com/AlphonsusYoungAdult or contact
the YAM board at stalphonsusyam@gmail.com

AR BE SOCIAL
.‘l’ ;0“”6 W, \\0 ) BE SPIRITUAL
\‘ ?z)o —T—g e’ BE CHARITABLE
‘o‘ B | ® ‘. "¢ BEINTELLECTUAL
e\ |sfe® BECATHOLIC
o

Upcoming Young Adult Ministry Activities

Sippin’ Social Happy Hour— Sunday, July 27 after 5 PM Mass
Join us after the 5 PM Mass this Sunday for some drinks and socialization. Find some of
us in the back of church after Mass and we’ll head over to the rectory courtyard. Invite

some friends to come and stop by!

Montrose Beach Day! Saturday, August 9

/S
210

BIACH

All young adults in our parish (ages 21-39) are invited to join our YA leaders on Saturday,

August 9th from 11 AM-3 PM for a fun day at the beach! We ask you bring some food or
drinks to share for a beachside picnic. Feel free to bring any beach games like volleyball,

spike ball, or bags. If the weather isn’t beach worthy, we will come up with a back up plan
to do an indoor activity! There is a Google Doc sign-up on our Facebook event page, or

contact Tammy and Nate with any questions at stalsyamsocial@gmail.com

Are You Ready to Become Catholic?

Registration is open for Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults (O.C.I.A.) Each year we are blessed with several
individuals who desire to enter and learn more about
the Catholic faith. The OCIA program is the study of the
Catholic Faith and the process of introduction into the
faith community.

This class is offered for adults in three situations:

1. Un-baptized adults who desire to be baptized in the
Catholic Church.

2. Baptized non-Catholic Christians who desire to be
formally admitted into communion with the
Catholic Church.

3. Baptized Catholics who have not yet been confirmed
and desire to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation.

Adult baptism (and if applicable, Confirmation and
First Holy Communion) takes place at the Easter Vigil
(Evening before Easter Sunday). It is one of the highest
celebrations in the Catholic Church’s liturgical year! If
you or someone you know is interested in taking the
class, please contact our pastoral associate, Brooks
Robinson at brobinson@stalphonsuschicago.church

More News and Events

Register Your Children
for Religious Education!

Registration for our Religious
Education program is now open for
the 2025-2026 school year for
grades 1st-8th on Tuesday nights at
6:15 PM. Parent orientation is
September 9 and classes will begin
on September 16. Please register at

b i}
) 5T ALPHONSUS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

the link on our Religious Ed page,
www.stalphonsuschicago.org/religious-education

Recovery Programs at St. Alphonsus

If you or loved ones you know have a problem with
alcohol/substance abuse, please seek help! Our parish
hosts two AA programs, Daily Reflections and Young
People’s Big Book AA Group. Daily Reflections meets
on Monday mornings at 8:30 AM in the rectory 1st FI.
dining room. You may contact Lauren Merrill Sammis
at lauren.merrill@live.com for more information.

Young People’s Big Book AA Group meets Sunday eve-
nings at 7 PM in the Festival Hall. Contact coordinator
Denver Baker, dtbakerg7@gmail.com for info.
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Gospel Reflection

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he had finished, one of his disciples said to

him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples.” Luke 11:1

Learning to Pray

In today’s Gospel we are given three teachings on
prayer. First, Jesus teaches His disciples what has
come to be called “The Lord’s Prayer.” Second, He
teaches about the importance of persistence in prayer.
Third, He teaches about the fruit that comes from
correct and persistent prayer.

The Church Father Tertullian said that The Lord’s
Prayer “is truly the summary of the whole Gospel.”
Saint Augustine said, “Run through all the words of the
holy prayers [in Scripture], and I do not think that you
will find anything in them that is not contained and
included in the Lord’s Prayer.” Saint Thomas Aquinas
said, “The Lord’s Prayer is the most perfect of
prayers.... In it we ask, not only for all the things we
can rightly desire, but also in the sequence that they
should be desired” (See the Catechism of the Catholic
Church #2761-2763).

It’s amazing to consider what these great teachers of
the faith have said about this short prayer. Perhaps
because of our familiarity with this prayer we can easily
gloss over the depth of its meaning. We can fail to use it
as a foundation and model for all of our prayer. One
way to correct this tendency is to use The Lord’s Prayer
for an extended period of time by prayerfully pondering
every word slowly and meditatively. Doing so will help
open us up to these perfect “instructions” on how we
should pray.

Immediately after Jesus taught this short prayer, He
taught a lesson about persistence in prayer. He taught
that we must not simply say a few prayers and leave it
at that, giving up if they do not appear to be answered.
Instead, we must continuously beg God for His grace
until it is bestowed in its fullness.

What will we receive from persistent prayer? This is an
important point. We ought not go to God with our own
wants and desires. We ought not beg Him for things

\p 71 A ‘

17TH SUNDAY IN
. .
ORDINARY TIME

“LORD,
TEACH US

TO PRAY.”

that do not fall within His perfect will. Instead, when
our prayer is modeled on the Lord’s Prayer, and when it
is persistent and grounded in faith, then our prayer will
be for what the Father bestows upon us, that is His will
alone. We must pray that His Kingdom will come. We
must trust that He will provide for our needs. We must
seek His forgiveness for our sins, and we must pray
that He will protect us from the evil one.

Reflect, today, upon that perfect prayer, The Lord’s
Prayer. Spend time studying it, thinking about each
petition, the order in which Jesus laid it out, its
simplicity and its clarity. Acknowledge that because we
pray The Lord’s Prayer so often, we can sometimes
miss its true meaning and beauty. Our Lord gave us
this prayer for a reason. Make sure that you do all you
can to discover its meaning and practice its teaching.

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy
name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth,
as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen. Jesus, I trust in You.

Helpful Household Hints by Harvey Levin

Customer Service

When you have a problem with a company here are a few guidelines. Start the phone conversation with “I want
you to understand that I am very angry with your company but I am not angry with you.” The telephone
representative will be much more helpful if you start that way. Collect all the necessary information. You’ll
probably need your order number, account number, the date the transaction took place, and perhaps the
warranty. In the case of appliances, you’ll also need the serial number. Have a sheet of paper in front of you.
Write down what they say, keep a record of what happens, and ask for the name of the person you are talking
to. You may need more phone calls and you will need the history of what happened.
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World Day for Grandparents
and the Elderly

Pope Leo XIV’s message for the Fifth World
Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, which
takes place this Sunday, July 27, 2025
“Blessed are those who have not lost
hope” (Sir 14:2)

Dear brothers and sisters,

The Jubilee we are now celebrating helps us to realize
that hope is a constant source of joy, whatever our age.
When that hope has also been tempered by fire over
the course of a long life, it proves a source of deep
happiness.

Sacred Scripture offers us many examples of men and
women whom the Lord called late in life to play a part
in his saving plan. We can think of Abraham and
Sarah, who, advanced in years, found it hard to believe
when God promised them a child. Their childlessness
seemed to prevent them from any hope for the future.

Zechariah’s reaction to the news of John the Baptist’s
birth was no different: “How can this be? I am an old
man and my wife is advanced in years” (Lk 1:18). Old
age, barrenness and physical decline apparently
blocked any hope for life and fertility in these men and
women. The question that Nicodemus asked Jesus
when the Master spoke to him of being “born again”
also seems purely rhetorical: “How can a man be born
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his
mother’s womb and be born?” (Jn 3:4). Yet whenever
we think that things cannot change, the Lord surprises
us with an act of saving power.

The elderly as signs of hope
In the Bible, God repeatedly demonstrates his
providential care by turning to people in their later
years. This was the case not only with Abraham, Sarah,
Zechariah and Elizabeth, but also with Moses, who was
called to set his people free when he was already eighty
years old (Ex 7:7). God thus teaches us that, in his
eyes, old age is a time of blessing and grace, and that
the elderly are, for him, the first witnesses of hope.
Augustine asks, “What do we mean by old age?” He
tells us that God himself answers the question: “Let
your strength fail, so that my strength may abide
within you, and you can say with the Apostle, ‘When I
am weak, then I am strong’ (Super Ps. 70,11). The
increasing number of elderly people is a sign of the
times that we are called to discern, in order to
interpret properly this moment of history.

The life of the Church and the world can only be
understood in light of the passage of generations.
Embracing the elderly helps us to understand that life
is more than just the present moment, and should not

be wasted in
superficial
encounters
and fleeting
relationships.
Instead, life is
constantly
pointing us
toward the
future. In the
book of
Genesis, we
find the
moving
episode of the
blessing given
by the aged Jacob to his grandchildren, the sons of
Joseph; his words are an appeal to look to the future
with hope, as the time when God’s promises will be
fulfilled (Gen 48:8-20). If it is true that the weakness
of the elderly needs the strength of the young, it is
equally true that the inexperience of the young needs
the witness of the elderly in order to build the future
with wisdom. How often our grandparents have been
for us examples of faith and devotion, civic virtue and
social commitment, memory and perseverance amid
trials! The precious legacy that they have handed down
to us with hope and love will always be a source of
gratitude and a summons to perseverance.

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS
POPE LEO XIV

WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS
AND THE ELDERLY

27 July 2025

Signs of hope for the elderly
From biblical times, the Jubilee has been understood
as a time of liberation. Slaves were freed, debts were
forgiven and land was returned to its original owners.
The Jubilee was a time when the social order willed by
God was restored, and inequalities and injustices
accumulated over the years were remedied. Jesus
evoked those moments of liberation when, in the
synagogue of Nazareth, he proclaimed good news to
the poor, sight to the blind and freedom for prisoners
and the oppressed (Lk 4:16-21).

Looking at the elderly in the spirit of this Jubilee, we
are called to help them experience liberation,
especially from loneliness and abandonment. This year
is a fitting time to do so. God’s fidelity to his promises
teaches us that there is a blessedness in old age, an
authentic evangelical joy inspiring us to break through
the barriers of indifference in which the elderly often
find themselves enclosed. Our societies, everywhere in
the world, are growing all too accustomed to letting
this significant and enriching part of their life be
marginalized and forgotten.

Continued on page 10
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Given this situation, a change of pace is needed that
would be readily seen in an assumption of
responsibility on the part of the whole Church. Every
parish, association and ecclesial group is called to
become a protagonist in a “revolution” of gratitude
and care, to be brought about by regular visits to the
elderly, the creation of networks of support and prayer
for them and with them, and the forging of
relationships that can restore hope and dignity to
those who feel forgotten. Christian hope always urges
us to be more daring, to think big, to be dissatisfied
with things the way they are. In this case, it urges us to
work for a change that can restore the esteem and
affection to which the elderly are entitled.

That is why Pope Francis wanted the World Day of
Grandparents and the Elderly to be celebrated
primarily through an effort to seek out elderly persons
who are living alone. For this reason, those who are
unable to come to Rome on pilgrimage during this
Holy Year may “obtain the Jubilee Indulgence if they
visit, for an appropriate amount of time, the elderly
who are alone... making, in a sense, a pilgrimage to
Christ present in them (Mt 25:34-36)” (Apostolic
Penitentiary, Norms for the Granting of the Jubilee
Indulgence, I11). Visiting an elderly person is a way of
encountering Jesus, who frees us from indifference
and loneliness.

As elderly persons, we can hope
The Book of Sirach calls blessed those who have not
lost hope (14:2). Perhaps, especially if our lives are
long, we may be tempted to look not to the future but
to the past. Yet, as Pope Francis wrote during his last
hospitalization, “our bodies are weak, but even so,
nothing can prevent us from loving, praying, giving
ourselves, being there for one another, in faith, as
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shining signs of hope” (Angelus, 16 March 2025). We
possess a freedom that no difficulty can rob us of: it is
the freedom to love and to pray. Everyone, always, can
love and pray.

Our affection for our loved ones — for the wife or
husband with whom we have spent so much of our
lives, for our children, for our grandchildren who
brighten our days — does not fade when our strength
wanes. Indeed, their own affection often revives our
energy and brings us hope and comfort.

These signs of living love, which have their roots in
God himself, give us courage and remind us that “even
if our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being
renewed day by day” (2 Cor 4:16). Especially as we
grow older, let us press forward with confidence in the
Lord. May we be renewed each day by our encounter
with him in prayer and in Holy Mass. Let us lovingly
pass on the faith we have lived for so many years, in
our families and in our daily encounter with others.
May we always praise God for his goodness, cultivate
unity with our loved ones, open our hearts to those
who are far away and, in particular, to all those in
need. In this way, we will be signs of hope, whatever
our age.

O God, grant me the serenity to accept the things | cannot
change, the courage to change the things | can, and the
wisdom to know the difference. Living one day at a time,
enjoying one moment at a time. Accepting hardships as the
pathway to peace. Taking, as he did, the sinful world as it s,
not as | would have it. Trusting that he will make all things
right if | surrender to His will; that | may be reasonably happy
in this life, and supremely happy with Him forever.

Do you think you
might have a vocation
to the priesthood?
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Rev. Timothy Monahan

Vocation Director
tmonahan@archchicago.org
847.531.0148 | chicagopriest.com

scan for more
information on
discernment



Sacramental Information

Contact our parish office at (773) 525-0709 for
information regarding celebrating sacraments including
Baptisms (infant and adult), Reconciliation
(confession), Eucharist (Communion), Confirmation,
Marriage, Anointing of the Sick. For information
regarding Funerals, please first contact the funeral
director of your choice to begin making arrangements.

How to Offer a Mass Intention

Have you ever noticed that every Mass said here at

St. Alphonsus is offered for a special intention?

The entire congregation prays for that intention during
the petitions (Prayers of the Faithful) when we say,

You can register in the parish by coming to the
rectory office or going online at
www.stalphonsuschicago.org. The advantage to
registering is that we know who you are and can better
plan our programs by knowing whom we serve.

Want to find out what is happening in the young
adult community? Join the St. Al’s Young Adult
Listserv. We send out monthly emails to let people
know about our upcoming events. To register for the
listserv, contact stalphonsusyam@gmail.com

Contact

"For those who have died, and for the intention of this
Mass: (named intention)"

You can make a Mass Intention request here. Masses
are often offered for family, friends and relatives that
have died. Praying for the dead is a Spiritual Work of
Mercy. Offering a Mass for someone that has died is an
especially comforting gesture to the family. Mass can
also be offered to commemorate joyful occasions and to
give thanks to God for blessings received.

The customary offering for a Mass is $15.
However, any amount that you would like to offer is
acceptable. You can request Masses by visiting the
Parish Office during office hours or calling the Parish
Office at (773) 525-0709.

The Knights of Columbus are the world’s largest
Catholic fraternal service organization. For more
information, visit www.stalphonsusknights.com

facebook.

St. Alphonsus Social Media

Choose to participate in meaningful engagement!

Having an attitude of engagement challenges us to love
our digital neighbor as ourselves. You can find St.
Alphonsus’ Facebook and Instagram by going to the parish

website and clicking the icons at the footer of the page.

Directory

Parish Office

1429 W Wellington Ave, Chicago, IL. 60657-4121
(P): 773-525-0709 |
www.stalphonsuschicago.org
parish@stalphonsuschicago.church

Parish Office Hours:
9:00 AM— 5:00 PM Mon, Wed, Fri
9:00 AM— 7:30 PM Tues, Thur

School Office

1439 W Wellington Ave, Chicago, IL 60657-4121
(P): 773-892-1397 |
www.alphonsusacademy.org
info@alphonsusacademy.org

School Office Hours:
8:00 AM- 3:00 PM

Staff

Parish Staff

Rev. Steven Bauer, Pastor

Rev. Jesus (Chuy) Raya, Associate Pastor
Brooks Robinson, Pastoral Associate
Brian Bloye, Director of Music and Organist
Daniel Szymanski, Director of Operations
Mario Serrano, Parish Office Manager
Kathryn Kibler, Sacrament Ministry Coordinator
Margaret Piery, Parish Secretary/Sacristan

School Staff

Gerit McAllister, Principal

Angela Kladis, Assistant Principal
Madeleine Durkin, Director of Admissions
Kim Wallett, Secretary

Janin Silva, Administrative Assistant
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IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert'™

v Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire

caLLwow 800.808.9294 «

v Family/Friends « GPS & Fall Alert i

Lonss Lakeview
95 .
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Grill & Breakfast House

773.472.6300
LakeviewFuneralHome.com

Open 24 Hours

(773) 528-1413
2971 N. Lincoln Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

BREAKFAST
HOUSE

AUTO REPAIR CENTER
(773) 666-5522 BODY REPAIRS DONE HERE

All Repairs Done By Professional Mechanics

10% OFF ON LABOR ONLY
$5.00 OFF ON OIL CHANGE

(7731 935-3355 3401N. Ashiand Ave.

3001 N. Ashland Ave.
(Located in Lake View)

*B Chicago Locations
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(773) 471-1444

Retirement « Estate = Investment = Insurance = Tax = Money - Lifestyle

GRACE STREET FINANCIAL ADVISORY
jeffery,johnson@Ipl.com | 312.685.2674 | gracestreetadvisory.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Ken Hyatt

khyatt@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x4747

Working hard for the immigration
rights of you and your family.

Trabajando duro por los derechos de
inmigracion de usted y su familia.
(773) 951-9903
www.blackwellimmigra[io;Tcom

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

« Multiple Sclerosis Diagnosis

« Major Depressive Disorder

« Internet and e-mail access
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« Live within 200 miles of Chicago
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L. MARSHALL

RoOFING & SHEET METAL INC.
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2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL

847-724-5400

www.lmarshallroofing.com

Sound Therapy

Your Health-& Well-Being Matter

Visit AstuteCounseling.com
to'Schedule Now!
773-799-8966

Located at Lincoln & Southport

Complete Carry-Out Service

(773) 935-4025
(773) 935-0327 Fax

30 YEARS!
’ % " CHICAGO’S FINEST

(JJE H]lC» MEXICAN FOOD

Private and Catering Events

3000 N. Lincoln Ave
Chicago, IL 60657

Open Daily 5am-8pm 2814 N. Southport, Chicago, IL

¢QUIERES PROTECCION,
PERMISO Y PAPELES®?

iYo quiero que el préoximo
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- Semaglutide Injections
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