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My name is Father Robert Butz. Many of you have not met me 
personally yet. This being my first newsletter article, I thought 
I would share with you about who I am.

Originally, I was born in Iowa. My father’s job required him to move 
a number of times over the years. Our family lived in various places 
in Iowa and Wisconsin. I graduated from St. Norbert College in De 
Pere, WI. During those years, I had plans after graduation. But then 
God came calling. The Lord had a different idea for me. He wanted 
me to be a priest. I wrestled with that calling all my college years. After 
much discernment and after a number of signs from God, I entered the 
seminary for the Diocese of Madison. I was ordained at St. Raphael 
Cathedral in May of 2000. My assignments have included the cathedral, 
St. Thomas Aquinas in Madison, Corpus Christi in Boscobel, St. Olaf/
St. Joseph in De Forest, and Nativity of Mary in Janesville. These last 
20 years of priestly service have been rewarding ones. God has blessed 
me in many ways that I cannot yet comprehend.
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“Go out into the deep water and 
lower your nets for a catch.” I 
remember these words of Jesus 
well. They were uttered many times 
by our former bishop, William 
Bullock, during the Jubilee year of 
2000. Jesus was telling Peter to go 
out into the unknown. But without 
telling him, Jesus also went with 
Peter into the unknown waters. 
That passage has stayed with me as 
I have ventured into the unknown 
during my priestly service – new 
assignments, new people, new 
situations. That saying is apt in our 
day. There is so much uncertainty 
with the coronavirus, the economy, 
and the state of the world around 
us. There is much anxiety. But as 
Christ was with Peter, Christ has 
and will be with us. He will see us 
through this pandemic. He will aid 
us as our parish and all the parishes 
heed God’s call to evangelize, even 
though we may be hesitant to.

I hope to meet you all as time goes 
on. God’s blessings!  

Meet Fr. Rob  
(continued from cover)
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This is an excerpt from 
one day in my journal 
from our recent week-

long BackCountry backpacking 
trip to the Superior Hiking Trail 
in northern Minnesota, July 
30-August 6. We hiked 38.1 miles 
from Highway 45-Cascade River 
Trailhead to Temperance River SP. 
Our crew consisted of 13 hikers 
with myself and Ryan Zakrzewski 
as adult leaders; we had 7 boys 
and 4 girls, ages 11-17. We had 
outstanding weather and it was a 
great adventure. See for yourself…

 A Beautiful Sunday on the  
 Superior Hiking Trail
by Steve Davies

Day 4, Sunday, August 2, 2020
East Agnes Lake Camp to Mystery 
Mountain Camp, 9:30am-5:15pm
6.0 miles; 19.3 miles accumulated.

I decided to get up before 6:00am 
to give myself a little 
extra time to pack and 
to try to take some 
good sunrise and early 
morning pictures of 
the lake. We woke up 
the crew at 7:30am and 
broke camp a little after 
9:30am. We climbed 
the steep hump on the 
lakeshore trail between 

the two campsites and then dropped 
back down to the lake. Unfortunately, 
there was no sign of the beavers at 
the large lodge about 15 feet from 
the shore. We began to climb right 
after the bridge which crossed the 
outlet of the lake; this was just below 
the beaver dam. After a somewhat 
steep, but smooth ascent, we found 
an outstanding overlook, the first of 
three on that section of the ridge. 
We all really enjoyed that view and 
took a short break there! As we went 
on, the second view was okay, and 
the third one was pretty good, but 
neither were anywhere near as good 
as the first one.

Then we descended steadily 
through a very open and scenic 
section of forest. After it leveled 
out a bit, we passed through 
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about a mile of scrub trees and 
muddy areas where they had 
dropped lumber in places to build 
boardwalks and small bridges. By 
the time that we finally reached the 
Poplar River, my shoulders were 
really starting to ache, but we knew 
we were close to where we wanted 
to take a long break. We passed E. 
Poplar River Camp and then we 
arrived at W. Poplar River Camp at 
11:50am; we had completed nearly 
four miles for the day!

We ate lunch, relaxed, and talked 
for nearly an hour. Then since it 
was Sunday and we had no access 
to Mass, we did a Holy Hour. We 
read and discussed the Sunday 
readings in depth, prayed the 

Rosary, offered many intercessory 
prayers as a group, and then I 
gave everyone another reflection 
for their journals entitled ‘Dwell 
Apart’ (see side bar). Some sat 
on the hill in the camp and many 
spread out along the rock banks of 
the river; I took my chair down to 
the river and wrote my reflection. 
We finished our Holy Hour 
around 2:00pm and I decided 
to let them play and explore the 
river for about another hour. We 
departed there at 3:00pm with 
only a little over two miles to go 
for the day. We climbed away from 
the river fairly quickly and found 
another open overlook where a 
woman resting there got a nice 
group picture of us. We crossed 

a heavy-duty bridge just about a 
mile upstream from Lutsen Lodge 
which we could see in the distance. 
The boys enjoyed throwing some 
logs into the raging rapids below.
We climbed the last ¾ mile to 
Mystery Mountain Camp and got 
set up. Water pumping was slow 
because the creek below the camp 
had only a very small flow to it. 
Dinner was phenomenal; but of 
course everything tastes good on 
the trail. During Roses, Thorns, 
and Buds at the campfire reflection 
that night, everyone commented 
on how they had really enjoyed the 
day, especially the views and our 
Holy Hour. I’m very tired tonight 
though and can hardly stay awake 
to finish writing…   

Baptisms
Congratulations and blessings to our newly  
baptized and their families. May they grow and  
live in Christ’s love.

   Leo James Nayes, son of Will and Alyssa Nayes
   Evolette Alanna Caceres, daughter of Andres and  
Stephanie Caceres

   Sadie Ione Schulze, daughter of Fred and Danielle Schulze
   Lucia Maria Rose Briguglio, daughter of Joseph and 
Kathryn Briguglio

Dwell Apart
Rest more with Me. If I, the 
Son of God, needed those 
times of quiet communion 
with My Father, away, alone, 
from noise, from activity, then 
surely you need them, too. 
Refilling with the Spirit is a 
need. That dwelling apart, 
that shutting yourself away in 
the very secret place of your 
being; away alone with Me. 
From those times you come 
forth in Power to bless and 
heal. ~God Calling  
(for August 6) 

                        Deaths
                                  Eternal rest grant unto them, O             
                                  Lord, and let perpetual light shine  
                                  upon them. May the souls of all  
                                  the faithful departed, through the  
                                  mercy of God, rest in peace.   Cleo M. Hoffman
   Joyce M. Kemper
   Gerald A. Duchon
   Lawrence E. Baumgartner
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  Why praying the Mass together,  
  Spoken and SUNG,  
  is So Important

Over the last 6 months the 
experience of the prayer 
of the Mass has changed 

and varied greatly.  Although the 
prayer of the Mass is timeless and 
takes us back to Calvary every time, 
our experience of this prayer does 
change as we change.  Personally, as 
the director of music for the parish, 
my heart has ached for  
the people of God to be praising 
God in song.  As people have 
started coming back to Mass 
the spoken responses, although 
muffled, are there.  

But what about the sung 
responses?  I know some, with 
full hearts overflowing, sing 
anyway but most do not due to 
current recommendations and 
restrictions.  This article isn’t to 
challenge those recommendations 
and restrictions but rather to give 
voice to a question you may have 
in your mind and a longing that 
you may have in your heart to sing.  

That question, that longing is well 
placed.  Here’s why.
 
I want you to think of your 
favorite dessert or your favorite 
food.  Think of taking in the 
smells, the anticipation growing in 
your mouth for that monumental 
first bite.  That anticipation is 
powerful.  There is hope in that 
moment.  Then as you consume 
this most delectable bite the hope 
is realized.  And what do you do 
or some people do?  They hum.  
MMMMMM.  You might even 
sing song how good this is.  There 
is rejoicing.  Your longing for that 
bite was realized and part of your 
realization included some kind of 
guttural sound that is rooted in 
song, in music.  It may sound odd 
but so many, if not all, do this after 
taking that bite that satisfies.  For 
some it may lead to a testimony 
that they tell over and over again.  
“That was SOOOOO Good!”  
And there is nothing wrong with 

this reaction.  It is a completely 
correct and valid response.
 
Now, take that same first bite  
and stop yourself from reacting.   
It is a weird moment.  We have  
all done it.  We are out to dinner 
with people we don’t know well 
and we don’t want to seem odd.   
We suppress the reaction.  But 
inside?  Music.  This suppression, 
though it might be appropriate 
in certain contexts, is still a 
suppression of something good  
and right. 
 
So, what’s the point?  Music isn’t 
simply something we do so that 
the Mass is more engaging or 
entertaining.  It is far deeper than 
that.  The angels sing when they 
appear to the shepherds. “Glory 
to God in the highest…”  Can you 
imagine that sound?  I certainly try.  
Some things are meant to be sung, 
not spoken.  Our spirit should 
overflow with song.  The liturgy 

by James Carrano
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                  Parish News & Events

News from  
the Council of 
Catholic Women
by Sue Barker

Do you know that all woman 18 
and over who are members of  
Saint Christopher Parish are 
automatically members of the 
Saint Christopher Council of 
Catholic Women?  This group 
has been a part of the parish 
community for many years. Our 
purpose is to assist the pastor 
and fellow parishioners in special 
parish works, and to provide an 
opportunity for the women of the 
parish to do works of Christian 
Charity.  We are also associated with 
the National Council of Catholic 
Women.  The NCCW is celebrating 
their 100 Year Anniversary in 2020 
and was established by a group of 
bishops to assist pastors with works 
of the church. 
 
Officers serving a two year term 
are:  Sue Barker, President; Betty 
Azim, Vice-President; JoAnn 
DeMuth, Secretary, and Nancy 
Oswald, Treasurer.  We wish them 
well and offer them our support! 

You may think that the CCW only 
serve funeral luncheons but that 
is only part of our mission. Our 
Christmas/Holiday Bazaar is held 
the second Saturday of November 
and is looked forward to not only 
by parish members but also many 

not only makes room for it but 
awakens our hearts' longing for it.
 
I recently read an article that 
helped to give voice to some of 
these ideas.  Charlie McKinney, 
in an article on Music and 
Meaning in the Mass found on 
SpiritualDirection.com said this: 
“In order to be truthful, our 
responses at Mass need to employ, 
rather than ignore, the profoundly 
influential language of music to 
sound like what they mean.”

What does this mean?  Let me give 
an example.  If you are excited, 
the truthful way to respond is 
with excitement.  If you should be 
excited, say at a generous gift, you 
should respond with excitement 
especially when you don’t feel that 
way because that is appropriate.  
Your will should overcome your 
weaker response when the true 
emotion isn’t present yet.  When 
you start responding appropriately 
with your will, your heart and 
mind will catch up.

This same engagement can easily 
be applied at the Mass.  Singing 
the Gloria should sound glorious!  
It’s honest, true and fitting.  “But I 
don’t feel like singing.”  Well, when 
the appropriate response is to sing 
you should do so and let your 
mind and your heart catch up!
 
So next time at Mass, whether 
everyone is singing or not, sing.  
Sing in your head and sing in your 
heart and when you can sing again 
with your voice, let it rip! For the 
time being we suppress that voice.  
But don’t let yourself get used to 
it.  Your whole being wants to sing 
even if you don’t like singing.   And 
as you sing inside it will enrich 
your worship.   

area bazaar shoppers!  The CCW 
“Crafters” work year round for this 
event and are always looking for new 
ways to share our talents.  Perhaps 
you enjoy painting, handicrafts such 
as sewing, knitting or crocheting, 
or working on floral arrangements. 
Maybe you have seen a new craft and 
want to try it out.  We would love to 
have you be a part of our group!  

We offer college scholarships to 
graduating parish seniors each spring 
and have awarded over $100,000 in 
the last 30 years! We donate to many 
local and national organizations, and 
help with special parish needs which 
included updating of our kitchen 
with new sinks, countertops and 
backsplash, dishwasher and icemaker. 

To keep our CCW an active part of 
Saint Christopher Catholic Parish, we 
are always looking for new members.  
Does this sound like something you 
would enjoy being a part of ?  Contact 
Sue Barker at 845-8086 or Nancy 
Oswald at 845-6130 for more 
information.     

ENCOUNTER 
NIGHT

He said to them,  
“Come and See” 

John 1:39
Please join us for our first  

Encounter Night 
– an evening of prayer, music, testimony, 

adoration, confession, and fellowship.

Sunday, October 18 
4:00–6:00pm in the church 
301 N. Main Street, Verona
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Society of  
St. Vincent de Paul  
Meets Community  
Needs
by Tobias Torgerson

When people think of the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul, they often 
think of the stores. But the stores 
just fund the Society’s community 
outreach. Here are some of the ways 
that members of the St. Christopher 
Parish conference have been actively 
serving Christ in our neighbors: 

•  Helping families and individuals 
pay their rent, pay their energy 

by Hannah Kostuch

When Masses first became public after the 
stay at home order and I heard of the need 
for safety volunteers, I decided to sign up. 

Admittedly this was not because I thought sanitizing 
pews would be all that exciting, but I figured it would 
be a way to guarantee I could go to Mass every week, 
if more people wanted to go than social distancing 
regulations allowed! 

There’s really not too much to being a safety volunteer; 
you’re basically an usher who helps sanitize pews after 
Mass. You greet people, take Mass attendance, take 
up the collection and remember how exciting it was to 
put money in the basket when you were little. Children 
getting to put the donation into the basket always 
make me smile. Then you help with Communion lines 

and assist sanitizing the pews if other helpers haven’t 
finished them before you.

I’ve appreciated safety volunteering as a way to get 
more involved with the parish and get to know the 
parishioners I see but usually don’t interact with a little 
better. One of the unsuspected blessings I’ve received 
is the sideways view of the priest preparing the gifts at 
the altar. A few times I’ve brought the basket with the 
collection offerings to the sacristy, and when coming 
out to go back to my pew I’ve seen Father praying 
over the bread and wine. Something about that angle 
and seeing it from a different perspective makes me 
appreciate even more how truly awesome the Mass and 
the consecration, and the role of the priest are.

So, if you are able and not in a high risk category, 
consider signing up to become a safety volunteer! 
We could certainly use the help. Please contact Laura 
Zakrzewski at lauraz@saintchristopherparish.com for 
more information and to get involved.   

  Serving as a Safety Volunteer

                 Parish News & Events

bills, and acquire furniture. As 
people transition between jobs 
or recover from illness, they can 
easily fall behind on bills. We try 
to help them catch up. 

•  Staffing Vinny’s Lockers in 
Madison. Vinny’s Lockers safely 
stores belongings of people 
who are homeless, such as their 
personal papers and items, 
family mementos, out-of-season 
clothing, and even tools for work. 

•  Distributing food at the Society’s 

food pantry in Madison and at 
Badger Prairie Needs Network 
in Verona. To meet COVID-19 
safety guidelines, the food 
pantries now do curbside delivery. 

•  Growing vegetables at the Lacy 
Garden just outside Verona. The 
garden provides corn, peppers, 
beans, and other fresh produce to 
the Society food pantry, helping 
patrons maintain a healthy, 
nutritious diet. 

Do any of these forms of service 
appeal to you? If so, we’re always 
looking for new members! Please 
contact conference president Teri 
Cobb at wiscobbsin@gmail.com 
or call her at 608-514-2295. We’d 
love to answer your questions and 
get to know you. 

In the coming weeks and 
months, please check the weekly 
bulletin and parish newsletter for 
initiatives where we’ll seek parish 
involvement.   


