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Waiting and Preparing in 
the Upper Room by Steve Davies  WHAT’S INSIDE

The apostles gathered together with Jesus and reported all they had done and taught.  
He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” 
People were coming and going in great numbers, and they had no opportunity even to 
eat. So they went off in the boat by themselves to a deserted place. (Mk. 6:30-32). 

Jesus is a big proponent of retreats.  

On the evening of Friday, April 23, the 19 Confirmation students were 
     greeted in the school at St.  Mary, Pine Bluff by the Retreat Team. We 
then began with a meal. 

After dinner, the students were divided into five small groups. 
These small groups became the basis for their leader to help the 
students explore their faith more deeply throughout the weekend. 
As they listened to a series of talks, watched videos, participated in 
demonstrations and games, sang praise & worship music, spent time in 
Adoration, and grew in friendship and fellowship, they would gather as 
a small group every couple of hours to discuss and unpack what they 
had just  experienced. Four of the five small group leaders were under 
the age of 20 and three were still in high school!            Continued on Page 2...
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Waiting and Preparing in the Upper Room  
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The Retreat Team 
consisted of 20 people 
which included small 
group leaders, guest 
speakers, musicians, 
priests, and logistics 
helpers; all of them were 
there to provide the best 
possible chance for the 
Confirmation students 
to encounter Jesus Christ 
by helping them allow the Holy 
Spirit into their young lives. 

The first talk and demonstration 
on Friday evening challenged 
the students to open their 
hearts and minds to remove 
any obstacles and to make 
themselves available to the 
movements of the Holy Spirit. 
Since we had the students leave 
their cell phones at home, that 
eliminated one of the most 
invasive distractions in all our 
lives. As the weekend progressed, 
it was obvious that many of 
the  students had taken that 
challenge to heart and certainly 
advanced in their faith journey.  

As many youth conferences are 
structured, there was a steady 
build-up toward Saturday 
evening where the  students had 
a significant time in Adoration 
and an opportunity for the 
Sacrament of Confession. 

The weekend was filled with 
times of laughter, deep thought, 
joy, lively discussion, and even a 
few tears on Saturday night. 
The goal of providing an 
opportunity to encounter Christ 
was reached as the students 
made their final preparations 
to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation only a week after 
the retreat on May 2. 

Please keep them in 
your prayers that they 
remain open to the 
graces that the Lord has 
prepared to give them 
now that they have been 
empowered by the Holy 
Spirit to “spread and 
defend the faith by word 
and action as true witnesses 
of Christ, to confess the 

name of Christ boldly, and never 
to be ashamed of the Cross” (CCC 
1303). 

After a retreat like this, it always 
reminds me to ask myself 
the question: What if every 
Catholic teen and adult spent 
one weekend a year on a retreat 
reconnecting with the Lord? 

For a deeper, more specific 
explanation of why a 
Confirmation Retreat is 
necessary, see my video 
on our YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ozibyRNeeKc.  
Please like it and subscribe!  

Deaths
Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord, and let perpetual 

Baptisms
Congratulations and blessings to our newly baptized and 
their families. May they grow and live in Christ’s love.

   Matteo Mario Davyduke, son of Kent and  
Maria Davyduke

   Maren McClain and Monroe Lane Jones,  
daughters of Christopher and Megan Jones

   Jane Cecilia Perkins, daughter of Kyle and  
Anna Perkins

   Micah Joseph Veencamp, son of John and  
Alicia Veencamp

   Jude Jean-Baptiste Westfall, son of Clifford and 
Kelly Westfall

light shine upon them. May the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
 
   Deborah ‘Debbie’ Benell
   Jean O‘Brien Elefson
   Robert ‘Doug’ Ray
   William T. Slaney
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At the beginning of John’s gospel, we read about two 
disciples of Jesus who began following him.  When 
they asked Jesus where he was staying, Jesus answered, 
“Come and see.”  (John 1: 39)  This initial introduction 
was the start of a life long journey of encountering 
Jesus, having accompaniment on their spiritual journey, 
finding community within the Body of Christ, and 
living out the mission of the Church.  The same process 
happens for each of us (sometimes in a unique order 
and repeated many times throughout our lives).  Saint 
Christopher Parish aims to fill these four spiritual 
needs (Encounter, Accompaniment, Community, and 
Mission) for all in our community.  We have created 
the Parish Life Card to clearly communicate this 

process and to highlight some of the many things we 
offer at our parish.

Below you will find a brief introduction to each of these 
spiritual needs.  You can find stories from some of our 
staff members about these spiritual needs in their lives 
on our parish website.  There is also information there 
about ways to fill these spiritual needs at our parish.

Encounter
The gospels are full of stories of men and women who 
encountered Jesus and were never the same.  Jesus also 
invites us to encounter Him and to be changed from 
within.  Can you remember a time when God was very 
real to you or helped you through a difficult situation in 
your life?

Accompaniment
Once the first disciples met Jesus, they were invited to 
follow him.  We also are often invited by someone to 
follow Jesus more deeply.  Who has influenced your 
faith journey?

Community
At the Last Supper, Jesus gave himself to his disciples in 
the Eucharist and asked them to “remain” in him.  He 
invited them to experience a deep communion in his 
Body and Blood within the context of the community 
of the other disciples.  Take some time to consider 
this question:  In what ways have you felt at home and 
supported in the community of St. Christopher Parish 
and beyond?

Mission
Before Jesus returned to the Father, he entrusted his 
mission to his followers.  He spoke tenderly with Peter 
and invited him to feed His sheep.  Jesus invites us to 
partner with him to serve others as he did with Peter.  
Take some time to reflect on ways that you have been 
called into mission and perhaps a way that God is 
calling you now.  

    Saint Christopher Parish Life Card  by Susan Swanke

We all have four spiritual needs:
• to encounter Jesus
• to have accompaniment on our spiritual journey
• to find community in the Body of Christ
• to live out the mission of the Church

What do you seek?

ENCOUNTER
We meet Jesus

COMMUNITY
We worship together  
and feel “at home”

ACCOMPANIMENT
We walk with each other

MISSION
We use our gifts  
to serve others



Kersy-Angela Abongwa 
will attend the University of 
Chicago to study Computer 
Science and Physics.

Matthew Bolduc will study 
Business at UW-Eau Claire.

Casandra Bird plans to attend 
MATC, and then transfer to 
the Milwaukee Institute of Art 
and Design to study computer 
animation.

Tristin Bird plans to attend 
MATC and then transfer 
to UW-Milwaukee to study 
architecture.

Sierra Devereaux actually 
graduated early last year, and 
has been studying Culinary Arts 
at Madison College.

Colyn Erstad will attend 
MATC for a couple of years 
and then transfer to a 4-year 
school for Sports Management.

Jack Farrell will study Business 
at UW-Eau Claire.

Miriam Fernandez plans to 
pursue a degree in the medical 
field through MATC.

Seth Hakes will be studying 
Philosophy and History as 
a Seminarian at St. Mary’s 
University in Winona, 
Minnesota.

Jacob Horsfall plans to study 
Mechanical Engineering at 
UW-Madison.

Cameron Jackson plans 
to attend Colorado State 
University in Fort Collins, 
Colorado.

Tyler LaHam plans to study 
Political Science and Law at the 
University of St. Thomas in  
St. Paul, MN, where he will also 
be playing Division 1 football.

Luiz Lopez will be majoring in 
Biochemistry at UW-Madison.

Abigail McWilliams will attend 
UW-Madison for Legal Studies.

Logan Moreland plans to study 
Agricultural Engineering at the 
University of Nebraska  
in Lincoln.

Ryan Porter will study Civil 
Engineering at the University  
of Minnesota-Twin Cities on  
an ROTC scholarship, after 
which he will be on active duty 
in the Army.

Katie Richardson will be 
studying Pre-med at  
UW-Platteville.

Bennett Sherry will be playing 
basketball for Coe College in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  His major 
is undecided.

Luisa Schloesser will study 
Business at MATC with  
dreams of running a horse farm 
some day.

Zachary Thomas will study 
Business and play on the 
lacrosse team at Cabrini 
University in Radnor, 
Pennsylvania.

Erin Zenk will be attending 
UW-Madison and is considering a 
degree in Environmental Law  
or Teaching.

    With Prayers and Thanksgiving to God,  
    We Present our 2021 Graduates
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                  Parish News & Events

Council of 
Catholic Women
by Sue Barker, CCW President

Our kitchen 
project is 
complete! After 
many months 

of planning we 
now have a kitchen any parish 
member will be happy to 
work in. The kitchen ceiling 
was lowered with new lights 
installed, and we now have a new 
commercial dishwasher, a new 
icemaker, and a larger, deeper 
sink. We have a new backsplash 
and counter tops as well. The 
CCW decided to redo the fronts 
of the cabinets after seeing how 
well the initial project came out, 
and add shelves that pull out 

and slide back in. An open shelf 
was built, along with a lower 
cabinet extension. Window 
frames and walls were painted 
and floor tiles were re-set. There 
is only one main switch for 
lighting to make things much 
easier. We are excited to use it!

We were unable to hold our 
Baby Jesus Shower in person, but 
we did have a drive asking for 
donations the first two weeks in 
March. We were very successful 
and the Women’s Care Center 
was thrilled with what was given 
to them. On March 23rd we were 
able to hold an in-person and 
virtual Vicariate Meeting. In 
addition to our meeting, Father 
Rob celebrated Mass for all 
women attending. The weekend 
of April 17 & 18 brought a 
Spring Craft/Bake sale. This 
was also successful and all 
donated baked goods were sold! 
THANK YOU so much to all 

parish members – we can’t do it 
without your support.  

We will be virtually viewing the 
100th Anniversary celebration  
of CCW on June 12 in the 
parish center.  This was one  
of many events postponed  
from 2020. June 25 is the 
day of ordination at St. Maria 
Goretti Parish which we will 
also help with. 

If you are ever in need of a last 
minute gift or religious item, 
we can help you!  Contact Char 
Stephens at 848-9188 or Sue 
Barker at 845-8086. 

Our next meeting will be held 
August 10 at 9:15am in Room 
1 of the parish center. New 
members are always welcome, 
and if you like any sort of 
crafting, we are always looking 
for new ideas. Hope to see  
you then!    

Here are photos from 
recent events in the 
parish: Far left, our 
Spring 2021 First 
Communicants.  
Left: RCIA candidate 
Karen Pennings received her 
sacraments on Easter Vigil, 
April 3, pictured here with husband Robert and  
Fr. Rob. Bottom: Our first Nametag Weekend picnic held on May 2. 
Fr. Rob and RE coordinator Amy Harker welcomes everyone!
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Each year our Church celebrates the great solemnity of Pentecost – the coming of the Holy Spirit upon 
the Apostles.  But it is easy to forget that the Holy Spirit comes at all times in our lives, and not just 
at Pentecost.  The Spirit is present at every sacrament celebrated, but especially the Eucharist.  At the 

Eucharist, the priest calls down the Holy Spirit upon the gifts of bread and 
wine that are presented by the Church, that those gifts may become the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ.  The Spirit wishes to strengthen us all with His life, 
and what better way to do this than with the Blessed Sacrament.  In the Closing 
Prayer for the memorial of St. Justin, the Church prays, “Refreshed by heavenly 
food…we may abide at all times in thanksgiving for the gifts we have received.”  
The Spirit, in union with Christ and the Father, feeds us and strengthens us.  
That is a direct action of God, and this does not sound like a distant God.  This 
God does not want us to starve to death, but to be strengthened and live a life of 
true happiness.  Come, Holy Spirit, and strengthen us! 

   From the Pastor’s Desk
by Fr. Robert Butz

How do you typically pray?
Prayer typically begins and 
ends in my rest. I try to arise 
with God at first waking to 
acknowledge and give thanks: 
He has given me this new day.  
I beg God to bestow His graces 
upon me and give me strength 
and joy for all He asks of me 
this day. Throughout daily life 
I turn to God in times of joy, 
with prayers of thanksgiving for 
the smiles. In times of trial and 
tears, “Come Lord Jesus,  
I need you”, asking for courage 
and hope in carrying my cross. 
As the day draws to a close,  
I beg His mercy for my sins and 
those of the whole world. I try 

to take time to read 
Holy Scripture for a 
few minutes and listen 
to God to speak to 
me through His living 
word. Lastly, anything 
on my heart and mind 

I offer up to Him.

Why is prayer  
important to you?
Prayer is important to me 
because it establishes a real 
relationship with God. All 
relationships in life take 
time to nurture and grow. 
Communication is a key aspect 
of deepening a friendship.  
I want to know and love God 
deeper; prayer brings us closer 
to God. Prayer also allows 
me to make a difference in an 
otherwise hopeless situation. 
When things happen in this 
world that I have no control 
over, instead of feeling hopeless 

or helpless, I pray and find peace 
and hope. 

Is there anything that  
helps you to stay focused 
during prayer?
The world is full of distractions. 
It’s impossible not to be 
distracted from time to time. 
I find my most fruitful prayer 
time is in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament, during adoration 
when Jesus is right there in front 
of me. When I am distracted 
during prayer, I sometimes write 
down what is occupying my 
mind and that helps me to let  
it go. I also find imaginative 
prayer helps me focus, 
something I recently learned 
through the Oremus prayer 
course. I imagine God waiting 
for me on a bench in a beautiful 
park. I talk to Him as if He 
was sitting right next to me. I 
let my mind focus on “seeing” 
God and the beautiful imagery 
surrounding us, which keeps my 
brain from focusing on other, 
worldly distractions. 

 Prayer in My Life by Vanessa Hensey


