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St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

2021-2022 BUDGET 

The 2021-2022 total spending Budget is set at $2,478,662 and 

includes $85,000 in capital outlay costs. These projects  

include HVAC work, parking lot maintenance, and technology 

improvements. Like last year, all other long-term initiatives will 

be deferred until 2022-2023 and beyond. Operating expenses 

(exclusive of capital outlay expenditures) are expected to 

increase only 1.5% over the 2020-2021 fiscal year. 

The 2021-2022 Total Revenue Budget conservatively expects 

a 5% increase in anticipation of Parish activities returning to 

pre-pandemic levels. 

As the world continues to fight the COVID virus, the Finance 

Council encourages you to utilize the Parish’s electronic  

payment platform WeShare to make your charitable donations in 

the future. It is an easy, safe and secure way to help the  

Parish meet our future financial obligations. Details are  

available on the Parish’s website stthomasmorechurch.org. 

The education of our Parish family is of great importance and 

these programs make up a large portion of the Parish’s expenses. 

The school, religious education (RE, Confirmation Classes and 

RCIA), and youth ministry are included in these programs. The 

Catholic formation of our youth and newest members give 

witness to our faith and the future of our Parish family. 

God’s blessing and your stewardship make all of this possible. 

Thank you again for your generous support during these  

challenging times.   

2020-2021 YEAR IN REVIEW 

For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2021, total expenses 

exceeded revenues by $27,322. Cash reserves were  

sufficient to fund this deficit. 

Revenues of $2,334,571 for the year were under constant 

pressure, but actually performed quite well considering 

the challenges we faced. This total was only $99,000 less 

than 2019-2020 due to your continued strong charitable 

giving. 

Expenses of $2,361,893 were closely monitored throughout 

the year knowing that the COVID virus was having  

an impact on revenues. Because of the pandemic, all 

capital projects were deferred during 2020-2021. 

Back in 2019, a loan from the diocese was obtained to 

complete Phase 2 of the School Roofing Project and the 

loan balance is $62,401 at June 30, 2021. This loan will be 

repaid in full before Spring 2022 using Building Fund  

donations and any refund the Parish receives from the 

annual Diocesan Appeal. 

The surging stock market aided the Parish’s Foundation 

investment accounts over the past year and provided 

an increase of $480,363 in earnings. Total Foundation 

assets were $1,719,022 as of June 30, 2021. Foundation 

monies are restricted in how they can be used and  

provide another level of long-term financial security for 

St. Thomas More Parish. 

St. Thomas More is a beautiful, active 

parish and school community because 

of you, its outstanding parishioners. The 

following bulletin is the annual report of 

the parish for July 2020 - June 2021. 

For a good part of this fiscal year, most 

ministries remained virtual. Our Family 

Faith Formation, my weekly teachings, 

Sharon's adult studies, RCIA, and many 

more were great successes. As we began 

ministries in person, we continued to offer 

the virtual option as it is helpful to those 

who cannot make it out. It is a great way 

to continue the journey together and 

grow in our faith as a parish family.  

A heartfelt thank you to our parish and 

school staff for their dedication and  

sacrifice to make St. Thomas More a  

vibrant parish. We have a fantastic 

group of disciples dedicated to the  

mission entrusted to us by the Lord. Our 

mission is to embody the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ (sacrificial love of God and others) 

through living a Catholic life strengthened 

by the Sacraments, nourished by  

dedicated prayer life, and lived out by 

loving service to all peoples. 

Parishioners, thank you for your  

continued support - financial, spiritual, 

and charitable. Your dedication to 

sacrificial giving makes it possible to be 

a lively parish and to grow. The Sacraments, 

especially Holy Mass and Adoration 

(get yourself an hour a week), are  

opportunities to experience the fire of 

God's love that fuels our hearts and our 

ministries. The many outreach opportunities 

help us to give to God's beloved  

children in need in our area.  

Together let us place Jesus at the  

center of our lives, entrust our cares 

and concerns to His loving providence, 

and strive to be His disciples in every 

aspect of our lives. 

A huge heartfelt thank you to all  

of you! I love being your Pastor! 

Sincerely in the Heart of Christ, 

Fr. Ryan B. Browning  

FR. BROWNING 
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2021 began with us still bound by 

many COVID restrictions. It was  

wonderful for all when we were able 

to finally come to Mass without  

having to register in advance and to 

be able to invite groups and  

ministries to meet in person once 

again at church. Face to face, even 

masked, feels good.  

Pope Francis declared this year the 

Year of St. Joseph and we joined in 

this celebration in several ways. We 

offered a parish wide book study  

on the life of St. Joseph, which  

concluded with consecrating  

ourselves to St. Joseph & Fr. Browning 

consecrating our parish to St. Joseph. 

We have been offering prayers daily 

to St. Joseph for his intercession and 

a traveling statue of St. Joseph has 

been spending time in the homes of 

our parishioners each week.  

As COVID continues to threaten 

parts of our community, we have 

continued to live stream Mass, on the 

weekends, and daily. Allowing the 

vulnerable and homebound an  

opportunity to pray with their parish 

has been a blessing to all of us.  

Adult faith formation has been strong 

this year beginning with welcoming 

Matthew Leonard to our parish to 

teach us “The Science of Sainthood”. 

Fr. Browning has also been teaching 

us through his Wednesday night  

series on topics such as, the  

resurrection, Theology of the Body, 

the Catechism, the theological  

virtues and most recently our parish 

wide “Rescued” series. We have live 

streamed all these programs which 

have been a blessing for those who 

would not otherwise have been able 

to participate. All these teachings 

are recorded and available at anytime 

on our parish YouTube channel.  

We have also been able to offer  

several Bible study programs along 

with programs just for the men of our 

parish and programs just for women. 

Happily, we have begun to offer 

them in person but continue to offer 

Zoom as an option.  

We held our first Eucharistic Procession 

on Corpus Christi with Fr. Browning. 

On a sunny day, Fr. Browning carried 

the Blessed Sacrament around  

our campus under a beautiful  

baldacchino made by parishioners. 

We continue to be a parish dedicated 

to serving the needy of our community 

by supporting our St. Vincent de Paul 

Society, serving meals at soup  

kitchens, preparing meals for the 

homeless, and through our Reverse 

Collection we provide material items 

that are needed. During Lent, we 

were once again generous in our 

support of Hope For Haitians.  

EVANGELIZATION 

Our music ministry experienced a most unusual year, the first 

such year in St. Thomas More history, in which pandemic 

restrictions kept virtually all ministries, from the adult and 

children’s choirs to handbell ringers, from being active.  

Director of Music and Liturgy Jeanne Anne Aukofer kept in 

close contact with her ministries as we prayed and waited 

for conditions to improve. She led the congregations in song 

during our Masses, employing a PowerPoint slide show so 

that the congregation could sing during a time when  

hymnals and worship aids could not be used. 

Jeanne Anne stepped aside at the end of June 2021, after 

10 years as music and liturgy director, to spend more time 

with her young family. She leaves a legacy of excellent  

musicianship and inspiring liturgies, and she and her family 

will remain members of St. Thomas More. We hope she will 

occasionally contribute to music ministry as her time allows. 

Her successor, Tim Horneman, is hoping to restore the music 

ministries over the next year and bring them back to the 

high standards set by Jeanne Anne as the pandemic and 

its accompanying restrictions abate. He invites anyone  

interested in music ministry, whether singing, bell ringing, or 

playing an instrument, to contact him – now is the perfect 

time to join a new ministry. As this is written, the adult choir 

and cantors have returned, and we hope to have all  

ministries back and at full function or close to it by the end 

of June 2022. 

Many of our liturgical ministers – Mass coordinators, lectors 

and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, especially  

– have also returned. We can always use more members of 

the STM community to bring the Word of God and the Body 

of Christ to the congregation, so we invite you to prayerfully 

reflect whether God is calling you to this ministry. We are 

also hoping to bring back servers within the next year, so 

that our young people can be involved in Mass in a more 

meaningful way. 

 

MUSIC & LITURGY 
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St. Thomas More Catholic School provides an academic 

environment that is centered around Christ designed to  

promote the total development of the child, intellectually 

and spiritually. This is achieved by the St. Thomas More 

School and parish community emboldening each child with 

a Catholic curriculum that instills faith, promotes academic 

excellence, fosters creativity, welcomes change and diversity, 

and integrates technology. STM is educating the community’s 

next generation, both spiritually and academically, grounded 

in the Catholic faith. St. Thomas More Catholic School has 

16 full-time and 9 part-time faculty and staff committed  

to every student’s success. We believe that Catholic  

education begins with faith. The school works in cooperation 

with parents, who are the primary educators of their children, 

to assist students in developing their spiritual, intellectual, moral, 

and physical gifts. Recognizing individual talents and  

abilities, we provide an educational program that allows 

children to develop to their fullest extent as responsible 

Catholic individuals. The pandemic presented challenges to 

teaching and learning, but also contributed to improvements 

/achievements last school year. They include: 

 STM School provided students with in-person and optional 

remote learning for the school year 2020-21. The teachers 

and staff exceeded expectations as well as met  

education standards both in the classroom and with  

virtual learners by utilizing online platforms and video  

conferencing such as Google Meet and Zoom. 

 STM School provided remote learners with a designated 

staff member, the Remote Learning Teacher, whose role 

was to coordinate efforts with the teachers in the building 

and provide one-on-one support to the remote learners. 

STM averaged 25 remote learners during the school year.  

 Over the summer of 2020, the men’s and women’s  

bathrooms located by the school gym were remodeled. 

The floors were retiled, new faucets were installed, and 

the stalls and walls were painted. 

 The school added new technology to the classrooms.  

65-inch TVs were installed in grades 1-8 classrooms,  

adding on to the TVs that were previously installed in  

Kindergarten and Preschool. The TVs replaced the unreliable 

projectors that were used in the classrooms for many 

years. Teachers are able to plug in their laptops to project 

audiovisual enhancements to curriculums, and students 

are able to view the large screens unobstructed because 

of the screen size and placement in the classroom. 

 Document cameras were also purchased for each 

teacher to use to aid in instruction for in person learners 

as well as remote learners. 

 STM School achieved 1:1 technology for grades 1st 

through 8th with the addition of 80 new Chromebooks for 

grades 1st through 4th. With these devices available for all 

students, teachers are utilizing Google Classroom and 

cloud storage in place of the school’s network. It is a step 

forward in becoming paperless and reducing the 

school’s carbon footprint. 

 The LRC was reconfigured over summer 2021, opening up 

the space to accommodate all the STEM tables previously 

purchased and moving one step closer to a STEM lab 

and program at STM.  

 Academically students achieved success advancing to 

state competitions for Science and History fairs and were 

also regionally honored with top honors for essay contests. 

STM also had a student named the Grand National Champion 

in the Zaner Bloser National Handwriting Contest!  

On all levels, St. Thomas More School works relentlessly to 

strive to be the best for our students and families.  

Our school’s educational programs reflect the mission  

statement, philosophy, goals, and objectives following the 

Diocese of Rockford curriculum standards. 

ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL 
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STM has made a transition to Family Faith Formation. Family 

Formation is a unique family catechesis program which 

promotes parents as the primary educators of their children 

in the Catholic Faith. Families of PreK-7th grade meet 

monthly on the first Wednesday of each month. Parents 

and children will all learn about the same topic on family 

faith night and then have games, crafts, stories, and music 

to reinforce lessons at home and bring the Faith to life  

within the family. This year we have 150 families from St. 

Thomas More participating with 30 volunteer catechists 

leading kid’s classroom sessions and Fr. Browning leading 

the parent sessions.  

Sacramental preparation for First Reconciliation and First 

Eucharist will take place on Family Faith nights and at 

home with the Blessed program from Dynamic Catholic. St. 

Thomas More currently has 97 Confirmation teens included 

in both year 1 and year 2. They will be meeting in small 

groups throughout the year for prayer, discussion, and  

adoration. Confirmation completes the rites of initiation 

into the fullness of the Catholic Church. Rather than an 

end, this is the beginning of a mature Catholic faith and life 

for our teens. Let’s pray for our families and our students. 

 Youth Fellowship strives to empower pre-teens and teens 

in our community with the love of Christ and the truth  

of the Gospel. We do this by building a faith-sharing  

community, communicating Christ's love in our own lives, 

having fun, performing acts of service, and through  

formation and prayer.  

 Ascend (high school ministry) is an opportunity for 9-12th 

graders to see how their identity can be formed in love 

and truth during confirmation and post-confirmation as 

they come into the fullness of their faith. The goal of this 

group is to learn about the faith that becomes a part of 

our everyday lives and to form a personal relationship with 

Christ.  

 Elevate (middle school ministry) is a new addition to our 

parish to serve 6-8th graders trying to find a place in their 

Catholic identity in a very important age of development. 

By learning how to navigate the world through the lens of 

the Church and Her teachings, we hope to inspire  

a lifetime of seeking Christ and learning about the Faith.  

 Youth Fellowship is focused on building relationships with 

each other, young adults, with the parish, larger Church, 

and most importantly with Christ. The times we meet  

in-person monthly do include formation within the context 

of discussion, sharing, and applying teaching to our lives 

as opposed to reading and learning in a more typical  

educational setting.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – FAMILY FAITH FORMATION  

ST. THOMAS MORE TITHING 
JUNE 2020 - JULY 2021  

Are you aware that St. Thomas More Parish continues 

to tithe to the needy of our Elgin community, to  

support vocations, and to assist with humanitarian relief 

on your behalf? 

During the past fiscal year, St. Thomas More Parish  

donated $30,500 as one way of living out our mission of 

loving service to all peoples. Local organizations such 

as St. Vincent dePaul Society, City of Elgin PADS (Public 

Action to Deliver Shelter), Northern Illinois Food Bank for 

the benefit of Feeding Greater Elgin Food Pantry, Elgin 

Community College – Phi Theta Kappa Pantry, TLC 

Pregnancy Services, Community Crisis Center, and 

Corbella Clinic were recipients of your generosity.  

Beyond our parish boundaries, donations supported 

Bishop Lane Retreat Center in Rockford, Mercy Home 

in Chicago, Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia in Nashville, 

Hope for Haitians, and Food for the Poor in Haiti.  

These organizations acknowledged the generous  

support of St. Thomas More Parishioners, which allows 

them to carry out their mission of service. Thank you for 

your continued support as we begin the 2021-2022  

fiscal year.  

May God abundantly bless you all. 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
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FROM THE FINANCE COUNCIL:  AN OVERVIEW OF THE PARISH ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 2020-2021 

St. Thomas More’s Parish Finance Council has reviewed the 

financial operations for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2021. 

For the second year in a row, the financial results were greatly 

impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Father Browning and 

Parish staff effectively utilized remote communication  

technology until our parish family could safely come back 

together again. We are happy to report that the financial 

news as of June 30, 2021, continues to be positive. 

 

The first two columns of the table below reflect a summary of 

the revenue, expenses, and additional financing sources 

/cash payments for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2020 and 

June 30, 2021. The third column is new this year and provides 

the Budget for the upcoming June 30, 2022 fiscal year. 

 

In His Service, 

St. Thomas More Finance Council 
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FIRE DOORS • HOLLOW METAL DOORS 

DOCK EQUIPMENT • RESIDENTIAL DOORS
Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years

Steve Getzin, Owner  (847) 683-0333
“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN.”

 For ad info. call at 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com           St. Thomas More, Elgin, IL B 4C 01-0554

 
CUSTOM FLORAL DESIGNS 

WEDDINGS-EVENTS-FUNERALS

PLANTSCAPING SALES-RENTAL-SERVICE

PEGGY GARVIN CAMPBELL, Parishioner 
847-697-7377 www.garvingardens.com 

garvingardens@gmail.com

3091 U.S. Rt. 20, Elgin
(1 mile west of Randall Rd.)

847-488-1900
Open 24/7

$3.99 MEAL DEAL
1 Bowl of Soup OR Chili, 
1 Sm Drink & choice of 

1 Bagel from 11am-11pm
Elgin 847-488-1900

With this coupon.
One coupon per visit.

Not valid with 
any other offer. 

Expires 3/31/2022

$2.00 OFF 
1 Dozen Donuts

No Limit
Elgin 847-488-1900

With this coupon.
One coupon per visit.

Not valid with 
any other offer. 

Expires 03/31/2022

Your local technology and business 
partner since 1979. Providing 

computing and network solutions to 
business and education. 

 630-584-9505   •   www.mcctech.com

 

20% OFF purchase of eyeglasses  
*Some conditions apply

      St. Charles             Elgin 
   630-584-9850        847-695-0499 

Foxvalleyeyes.com

847-741-6464  (showroom)

1255 Bowes Rd •  Elgin

Michael P. Ellsworth, CFP 
Certified Financial Planner 

- Parishioner since 1997 -
FINANCIAL PLANNING AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT

(847) 531-8693
36 N. McLean Blvd., Elgin 

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.p.ellsworth

 

PLUMBING 

847-683-5050   www.BestlerCorp.com

Service • Remodeling  
New Construction

Brian  847-269-9870
Paul 847-772-3751 

Remax Horizon 374 N McLean Blvd, Elgin

SUBURBAN
WATER CONDITIONERS, INC.
• WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT 

• SALES - RENTALS - SERVICE 
• REVERSE OSMOSIS (R.O.) 

(THE BOTTLED WATER ALTERNATIVE)
BOB MEEK, Parishioner

Bus (847) 741-4037 
Home (847) 697-5889

Firewood • Tree & Stump Removal

“Fully Insured
&

Free Estimates.” 

847-683-7252 

Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

847-741-0264
Local & Long Distance

Thomas Berna, Parishoner



 For ad info. call  1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com         St. Thomas More, Elgin, IL A 4C 01-0554

Alexander Plumbing
214 E. Chicago St. • Elgin, IL 60120

Plumbing • Sewers • Remodeling

CALL TODAY!
847-742-0541

Lester H. Holze, Jr., D.C., 
Christopher M. Holze, D.C. 

Holistic, Natural  
Health Care 

for the entire family

(847) 888-4770
2000 Larkin Ave., Ste. 200, Elgin

DARMON ORTHODONTICS, P.C.
L.M. Darmon, DDS, MS

Parish Member

2001 Larkin Ave, Suite 207

(847) 741-1165

Laird Funeral Home P.C.
 310 S. State St. 120 S. Third St.
 Elgin, Ill 60123  West Dundee, Ill 60118
  847-741-8800 847-836-8770
Donald Laird    Stephen Laird    Robert Laird    Patricia Laird

Corey Short
“Family owned and operated”

Wait Ross Allanson
Funeral Home and Cremation Services

   51 Center St. 201 S. Main St.
  Elgin, Ill 60120 Algonquin, Ill 60102
  847-742-2100   847-658-4232

www.mcleanautorepair.com

Complete Automotive 
Maintenance

(847) 741-9576
 

Specializing in Basements: 
*Foundation Wall Cracks *Epoxy Injection 

*Wallclay Method *Drain Tile Systems

(847) 754-9355

Try a FREE Class
959 N La Fox St, South Elgin

www.SouthElgin                    .com

847-888-8866
224-535-0122 

commercial • industrial • residential

Contact Jeff Hansen 
 to place an ad today! 

jhansen@4LPi.com 
 or (800) 950-9952 x2683

“We are excited to welcome our 
 newest eye surgeon, Dr. de Guzman,  
to our practice.”       - Dr. Melchionna

847-426-0227
West Dundee. Crystal Lake. Huntley

www.simpsoneye.com

847-783-0200847-783-0200   
www.jimmyscharhouseelgin.com 

2290 Point Blvd. • Elgin

ELGIN

Serving Breakfast  
& Lunch 

7 Days a Week

(847) 628-6256 
www.randallspancakes.com 

305 Randall Rd • South Elgin

780 S. McLean Blvd, Elgin 
Foxvalleysr.com 

630-357-3570


