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Sacred Vessels for the Sacred Liturgy
You must have noticed the various sacred vessels used in the celebration of Holy Mass. These vessels contain the host and wine to
be consecrated so that they become the precious Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. There are several of them and each has a distinct
name to identify exactly what they are used for in the sacred liturgy. The vessel that holds the consecrated hosts is called a ciborium.
The root of the word is the Latin for food cibus (pronounced with a hard c as in Cheese!). A ciborium can either have a stem with which it
stands on the Altar and where it is held during the distribution of Holy Communion or it can be without a stem. A ciborium almost always
has an arched cover which distinguishes it from a chalice. There is also a paten which is the flat metal plate on which is placed the large
host which the priest consecrates, elevates and consumes during Holy Mass.
Another principal sacred vessel is the Chalice which is the ornate metal goblet which contains the Precious Blood of Christ. Sacred
vessels are made with special care because they contain the greatest treasure of the Church, namely, the very Body and Blood of Christ
which we receive in Holy Communion. There is a requirement that they be made with precious metal and not wood, clay or crystal. This
reason is that the former is more durable than the latter.
In the scriptures, chalices are featured prominently in sacred worship. In Psalm 116:12 we hear the psalmist pose a prayerful
question: “what shall I render to the Lord for all blessings to me?” The answer is given thus: “I will lift up the chalice of salvation and call
on the name of the Lord” (Ps 116:13). St. Paul asks the Corinthians: “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a participation in the
Blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not a participation in the Body of Christ?” (I Cor 10:16). Besides, the Eucharistic prayers
of the mass frequently make reference to the “Chalice of blessing.”
Every newly ordained priest receives from family and friends a new chalice with which to offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. It is
with this chalice that the newly ordained priest celebrates his First Mass soon after ordination. For the rest of a priest’s life, he takes
special care of this Chalice which for him remains a priceless gift. In many ways, a priest’s chalice symbolizes his unique participation in
the one priesthood of Jesus Christ. Like most priests, I have my own personal chalice which is near and dear to my
heart!
Furthermore, priests who celebrate significant anniversaries are often gifted with a chalice. One of such Chalices
was found in the sacristy closet soon after my arrival here at the parish. It was a gorgeous chalice gifted to Msgr
William Kraemer in 1910 by the Bohemian priests of the Green Bay Diocese at the celebration of the 25th
anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood. Although the Chalice was somewhat rusty and needed to be
professionally restored (which a generous benefactor who would like to remain anonymous has paid for!), one could
tell that it was a beautiful and exquisite gift.
We shall be using this newly restored Chalice of Msgr. Kraemer’s to celebrate Mass on Sundays and special
solemnities. In celebrating Mass with this chalice, we shall be praying in thanksgiving for Msgr. Kraemer’s 38-year
ministry here as pastor, during which time he guided the efforts to build and dedicate our parish church in 1906.
Interestingly, the year St. Mary Church was dedicated in 1906 was also the year the priestly ordination of the first son of this parish,
Father Hubert McDonald, took place. With this chalice therefore, we shall also be praying for the next son of this parish to be ordained a
priest, as well as for an increase of vocations.
Speaking of priest sons of Algoma, Msgr. William Groessl was another ordained in 1926. Prior to arriving here, I had heard much about
this priest since he taught for many years at St. Francis de Sales Seminary in Milwaukee, where I was privileged to serve for four years
as the Director of Worship and Liturgical Formation. Many years after his death, Msgr Groessl is still recalled and revered as a beloved
seminary formator and a wise spiritual director of future priests. There have been several other priest sons of St. Mary since then and
one of whom even became a bishop. Father Mark Schmitt was ordained a priest in 1948 and auxiliary bishop of Green Bay in 1970. Our
parish has also been blessed with many other sons and daughters who have become religious brothers and sisters. For all of them and
for the witness of their lives, we give thanks.
May Christ grant us holy priests, today more than ever.
Fr. Amadi
7KDQN\RX6W0DU\3DULVKIRU\RXUFRQWULEXWLRQWR
VFKRRODQGRIILFHVXSSOLHV)HHOIUHHWRFRQWLQXH
GRQDWLQJLISRVVLEOH²RXUQHHGVQHYHUVWRS%LJ
WKDQNV %OHVVLQJV
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³Meek and humble of heart, close to the
people, with compassion, with meekness
and tenderness. This is Jesus.”
.

Weekend of September 15 & 16
Stewardship & Loose Collection

$ 4,068.41

Saint Mary Stewardship is at 18.89%
of the year-end goal.
(Fiscal Year July 1, 2018 — June 30, 2019)

