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I recently had a conversation about religion with a couple who
visited during the summer months. Kim told me she was raised
Catholic but was no longer a practicing Catholic. She didn’t give
me a reason why she was no longer going to church, but I asked
her if she missed being part of an extended family. Kim talked
of a friend she knew who was shunned from the church that she
belonged to. Her friend obviously belonged to a protestant
church, as her friend’s husband was the minister. The minister
had more influence in the congregation than the wife and
because of that, the minister’s wife felt as though she was an
outcast. The experience that her friend had influenced Kim and
gave her another reason for not attending Mass. Kim went on
to explain that she reads her bible and prays on her own. How
sad; she’s missing out on so much.
I know from past experiences how wonderful it is to have that
extended family. I belonged to St. Patrick’s Church in
Whitewater and they rallied for me when my Dad and husband
died. They offered their prayers and support. It was a most
difficult time which I couldn’t have gotten through without them.
I’d like to share a more recent experience that I had. I was
working at Holy Rosary and needed to bring some things over to
church. It happened to be a Wednesday while Fr. Amadi was
saying Mass. As I was exiting church, I saw that there was a
police car parked in the lot with its lights on. Then I heard the
sirens. I decided to walk back into church to see what was
going on.
As I approached the inside doors, I realized how quiet it was. I
took a seat in the back of church and began to pray. I saw Doc
Zenner attending to the person who was having the health issue.
I watched as the paramedics got the woman into a wheel chair
and then onto the ambulance cart. I watched how Eileen
grabbed up the woman’s belongings and went in the ambulance
with her. I watched how one of the parishioners was tending to
the woman’s husband. I listened to Fr. Amadi lead the
parishioners in prayers for the woman who was being taken to
the hospital. In those moments, I felt the most amazingly
wonderful intense love. It was a love like no other that I ever felt
before. I realized that it was God’s love pouring down on that
extended family. It was at that moment that I knew that’s what I
want to be a part of.
I had the most wonderful experience of getting a glimpse of what
God’s love is like. I feel so blessed to have had that experience,
but I also feel so blessed to be part of this extended family. God
bless all of you for accepting me as part of your family.
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“Let us offer our lives in service and in joy, to
make known to everyone that Jesus Christ is
our only hope!” 
.

Donna Moran
Parish Ministries Coordinator

