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Office Hours: 
The parish offices are closed to the public.  
Parish staff will continue working either in the 
closed offices or remotely. Please call or e-mail the 
individual staff member you’d like to contact. 

 

Parish Staff 
Pastor     Rev. Msgr. Mark Pierce 
Deacon   Rev. Mr. Peter Burek 
Deacon   Rev. Mr. Michael Maher 
Director of Faith Formation     Michelle Fischer 
         Faith Formation Office      715.842.1810 
Director of Music and Liturgy  Tom Lella 
Parish Secretaries 
                  Resurrection    Cathy Hackel 
                  St. Michael       Phyllis Burclaff 
Parish Nurse      Pam Frary 
Financial Secretary   Sharon Michalski 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Church of the Resurrection 
Church will be open  daily 7:00am to 6:00pm  
for personal visits. 
Reconciliation 7:30am Sunday, 6:00pm Monday 
 

St. Michael 
Church will be open  daily 7:00am to 6:00pm  
for personal visits. 
Reconciliation 3:00pm Saturday 
 
 

Reconciliation is also available by appointment. 
 

Sacramental Preparation 
Contact either parish office for details regarding 
baptism and marriage preparation.  



2       Parish Life      
 It doesn’t take a genius to discern this, but we are all 
getting a little weary and irritable over the “social distancing” stuff, 
aren’t we? Is it just me, or have even the advertisements on 
television and the radio become “coronavirus-themed”? Ugh. So, I 
am declaring this a break from all of that. Only good news today. 
Mainly words of appreciation for your extraordinary generosity on 
many fronts. 

 
 First, we are seven weeks into suspending Sunday worship, and as you might imagine, it’s had an 
impact on our parish income. While some of our programming has closed up, and we are saving on utilities 
and the like, we still have a staff that is working (if at home) and we still have our financial commitment to 
Newman Catholic Schools and their staff. After the first few weeks of it, I was a bit worried. By the end of 
March, contributions by our members were only at 50% of the usual. It was understandable. There was a 
tremendous amount of uncertainty in the air. Some of you have lost hours at your employment, if not your 
jobs altogether. Indeed, I had made my rounds to the staff explaining that we would need to cut hours and 
paychecks ourselves … and then two things changed that. First, you stepped up, and now by the end of April 
regular giving to the parishes is up in the 85-90% of normal. Under the circumstances, I think that is 
extraordinary! Then we received a PPP/CARES grant to keep our employees working hard for the next couple 
of months. Because of both of these, I am sleeping better in April. So, thank you! 
 
 One part of that story is unexpected giving from secret friends. Each month the parishes also receive 
a couple thousand dollars in what we call “loose cash” offerings. You know, the anonymous (because no 
name is attached to it) currency in the Sunday collections from our members who choose not to use giving 
envelopes and chance visitors. Without Sunday services, all of that has dried up … but here, too, we have 
good news. No, it’s not that I have a new printing press in the basement, but that, after posting our Lord’s 
Day liturgies on the Internet, we have begun receiving a considerable number of gifts from folks who have 
been tuning in from far away. We’ve received gifts from exotic places in-state like Chippewa Falls, La Crosse, 
Stevens Point, and Cedarburg, and words from appreciation from a wider circle of virtual friends who have 
been viewing from Utah, Minnesota, Washington, DC, and (my favorite) an email from a family in Taipei, 
Taiwan (he a former student from twenty-five years ago). These unexpected gifts have almost made up for 
the missing “loose cash,” and even the fan mail without contributions has been encouraging. Thank you! 
 
 Then there is the matter of the Diocesan Annual Appeal. Do you remember the Annual Appeal? It’s 
our effort to support the work of the church beyond our own community. Who do you suppose is paying for 
the Bishop’s Sunday Mass broadcast on our local television stations or the education of our seminarians? Well, 
we do each year via the Appeal. Resurrection Parish surpassed its $75,525 target in late February. In fact, 
nine thousand dollars in gifts over that amount that have come in are being added to the Church of the 
Resurrection Endowment. And now, St. Michael’s has reached its larger target of $81,214. Woo-hoo! That’s 
three years running that we have done our share. Thank you, thank you! If you’ve been holding back on the 
Appeal to this point, afraid we were going to give Bishop Callahan too much … now’s the time to dig out that 
request letter on your pile. As new gifts to Resurrection will continue to build the Endowment, further 
contributions from St. Michael’s parishioners will nibble away at our debt. Yeah! 
 
 And speaking about St. Michael’s debt, it was exactly a year ago, the first Sunday of May 2019, that 
we unrolled the “We Believe Campaign” to reduce a major portion of St. Michael’s historic debt. Together we 
blasted through the original $1,000,000 goal, potentially earning an additional $500,000 in debt forgiveness 
from St. Ambrose Financial Services. So far, we’ve received $654,635 of contributions to this cause, earning 
an additional $179,112 in past-due current interest forgiveness.  I’ll do the math for you. With one year of 
this four-year project behind us, we’ve already cut our debt by $838,747.  Woo-hoo, indeed. 
 
 It’s understandable that with all that’s been going on in the world we’re feeling concerned and 
anxious. But it’s also a good thing, now and again, to raise our gaze and welcome stories of generosity and 
goodness. Thank you for giving me the reasons to do that. Rejoice with me, won’t you? 
 
Msgr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 

 

More “Blah, Blah, Blah” 
from Msgr. Mark 



Next Sunday Reflection Material 3 

Readings for the Fifth Sunday of Easter (May 10) 
(Acts 6:1-7; 1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12) 
On this weekend, we begin reading the long discourse  
Jesus gives the disciples at the Last Supper. In today’s  
portion he encourages his anxious disciples to have faith in 
him just as they have faith in God. Indeed, the whole pas-
sage probes the mystery of Jesus’ identity in relationship to 
the Father. We see this unity between Father and Son 
played out in Jesus’ “I am” statements, such as the one 
that appears in this gospel: “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life.” Upon hearing the Son saying “I am,” readers 
would recall God telling Moses at the burning bush that his 
name is I AM WHO AM. When Thomas and Philip both fail 
to grasp what Jesus is saying, he makes two additional 
statements: “If you knew me, then you will also know my 
Father” and “Do you not believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me?” Which statements in this dis-
course are most powerful for you at expressing the bond 
between Father and the Son? How is Jesus “the way, the 
truth, and the life” for you? 

With public Masses being suspended, Fr. Mark  
will remember the following intentions in his private  
celebrations this week: 
 +Ethel Brown  
 +Bob Bruess  
 +Angie Kucirek  
 +Anna Morien  
 +Tom Vick  

Submit your name to attend daily Mass 
Fr. Mark continues to celebrate the Mass 
each day in a non-public way (a small 
group spaced apart). The person who  
requested the Mass intention will be wel-
comed first. Times will vary, though usual-
ly in the early evening at St. Michael’s. To 
be put on the list either call 715-842-4283 
or email info@eastsideparishes.org 
You will be informed when it is your turn. 
 
Holy Communion outside Mass by appointment 
Call 715-842-4283 and our clergy will schedule an  
opportunity for you to receive Holy Communion. 

Weekly opportunities for Individual Reconciliation  
 

Saturday afternoon at 3:00 pm at St. Michael  
Sunday morning at 7:15 am at Resurrection  
Monday evening at 6:00 pm at Resurrection 

 

Fr. Mark will meet you in the reconciliation rooms, where 
you will have the option to confess anonymously or  

face-to-face (at a safe distance). If none of these times  
will work, call him at 715-842-4283 and he will happily 
schedule an individual appointment for the Sacrament. 

Tired of watching Netflix re-runs? 
How about joining an early summer  
Bible Study with Fr. Mark via Zoom! 

With the extension of the “Safer at Home” mandate,        
perhaps you are ready for something different?  

How about a virtual Bible Study? You need to have a  
computer, smartphone or tablet with a camera  

and access to the Internet.  
Fr. Mark is thinking of something “safe” like  

An Introduction to St. Paul or, given the times,  
something more edgy like The Book of Revelation.  

The first meeting will be Thursday, May 14, at 6:30 pm.  
If you are interested email the parish office at  

smoffice@eastsideparishes.org,  
supply your name, and vote for “Paul” or “Revelation.”   

There’s a limit of twenty. 

“We Believe” Giving         April 12, 2020 
“We Believe” cash contributions this week ................... $5,980.00 
“We Believe” electronic contributions this week ........... $0.00 

  “We Believe” weekly total ....................................... $5,980.00  

  

Total “We Believe” pledges (including friends’ match)...$1,206,987.43 
(not counting St. Ambrose Financial Services interest forgiveness) 

                                                               
Total “We Believe” cash contributions to date…………..    $654,635.00 

Financial Giving     April 5, 2020 
St. Michael  Parish                                                              

Adult Envelopes/Offertory .................................  $6,459.00 
Electronic Contributions .....................................  $0.00 

 Weekly Total .................................................  $6,459.00 

Fiscal Year-to-date Contributions …………………….… $403,189.78 
 

               Church of the Resurrection                                                              
Adult Envelopes/Offertory .................................  $6,467.00 
Electronic Contributions .....................................  $0.00 

 Weekly Total .................................................  $6,467.00 

Fiscal Year-to-date Contributions ………………….... $427,177.16 
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Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

(715) 581-3764

Pat 
Esselman

Parishioner
SHORT-TERM REHAB 

AND LONG-TERM CARE
1821 N. Fourth Avenue 

Wausau, WI • 715-675-9451 
www.blcwausau.org

Catering • Espresso Bar
Continental Breakfast

Sandwiches/Salads
www.laprimawausau.com 

529 Third Street, Wausau, WI 54403
Phone: 848-1260   Fax: 849-5573

Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm • Sat. 8am-4pm • Sun. 9am-1:30pm

 
S. D. Ellenbecker Inc.

 

General Contractor
 

Commercial - Industrial - Agricultural
Concrete Specialists

1222 Mount View Lane • Athens, WI
Ph. 715-257-7666   Fax 715-257-7982

CENTRAL WISCONSIN LANDSCAPING
Quality Work at Affordable Prices 

Snow Removal
Call Dan Lang 

715-591-9687• 715-305-1824 
cwl@tds.net

Sterling Water, Inc.

355-7060355-7060  
1-800-388-7288 • www.culliganh2o.com

Call Your Culligan Man Today!

PERSONAL - BUSINESS - FARM - CORPORATION
“We Will Do The Best Possible Job To Help You”

KAUTZ TAX SERVICE 
Ron & Beth Kautz, Prop.

Experience • Professional Tax Preparers 
Our Work is Guaranteed

 For Appointment:  204 East First Street 
 Call: (715) 536-8092  Merrill, WI 54452

Abraham Trucking & 
Excavating, Inc.

Your Complete Excavating Needs 
Commercial & Residential Work

Wausau, WI  54403   
Ken Abraham (715) 574 - 4294  

HILLTOP 
AUTO WRECKING
Junk Cars Picked Up

Used Auto Parts
237934 Del Rio Rd. • 715-675-3258

Tim Witzeling - Owner
3704 Stewart Avenue 

Wausau, WI 54401
+1 (715) 848-3263 Work 

Tim.Modern@frontier.com

Asset Protection, Trusts, Wills, Probate 
and Nursing Home/Medicaid

305 S. 18th Ave., Ste. 200 | Wausau, WI 54401

715.843.5001 
www.hougumlaw.com

Wausau East/Wausau West
(715) 845-6900

Malbrit 
Mechanical, Inc.

Heating & Air Conditioning
Installation • Service • Repair

www.malbrit.com                 Since 1946

715-845-4848

Menzner  
Lumber & Supply

Accepting Employment Applications! 
Please apply at 

105 Main St., Marathon, WI 
715-443-2354

David J. Aicher, DDS 

(715) 842-3321 
617 Jackson St., Wausau WI 54403 

frontdesk@adpwausau.com

 View over 800 vehicles
bricknerfamily.com

Jennifer Havel, DDS 
Excellence in Family Dentistry

(715) 848-3241 
1101 North 6th Street 
Wausau, WI 54403 

Parish Family 
www.jenniferhaveldds.net

FRANCE
PROPANE SERVICE INC.

Complete Gas Service
715/359-1075

1153 Foundry Street • Schofield, WI 54476

 
(715) 845-5525 

Wausau &Weston
www.brainardfuneral.com

Just Build It 
Construction LLC

• LICENSED & INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES 
• SIDING, VINYL, STEEL, WOOD 

• WINDOW INSTALLATION 
• NEW DECKS AND REPAIR OLD DECKS

 Wausau  Jbiconstruction@hotmail.com 
 (715) 581-3120  www.Jbiconstruction.biz

Contact Kena Owen to place an ad today! 
kowen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5876

 

We’re all in this together. 
State Farm® has a long tradition of being there. 

That’s one reason why I’m proud to support  
St. Michael & Church of the Resurrection. Here to help life go right.®

John Neumueller Ins Agency Inc 
John Neumueller, Agent 
1427 Merrill Avenue 
Wausau, WI 54401 
Bus: 715-675-3324

Family. Friends. Community

1801073                                                      State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Family. Friends.
Community.

715.241.7557   •   226500 Rib Mountain Dr.   •   Wausau, WI

TENNISON CLEANING LLC 
Residential Cleaning 
Insured and Bonded 

Free Estimates 
715-432-4727 

Part of the Newman Family

15-0192-11/19 Catholic Financial Life, headquartered  
in Milwaukee Wis. Products and services not available 
in all states.

Carla Soczka, LUTCF, FICF, CLU®
Cell: (715) 581-1800

Financial Products Offered:
Life Insurance • Annuities • IRAs

Services Offered: 
Family Protection  

401(k) Rollover • Retirement 
Income

nigbursfinefurniture.com  

715.675.2379
1740 Business 51 N
Wausau, WI 54401

Mon - Fri 9-6
Sat 9-4

Closed Sundays


