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Office Hours: 
The parish offices are closed to the public.  
Parish staff will continue working either in the 
closed offices or remotely. Please call or e-mail the 
individual staff member you’d like to contact. 

 

Parish Staff 
Pastor     Rev. Msgr. Mark Pierce 
Deacon   Rev. Mr. Peter Burek 
Deacon   Rev. Mr. Michael Maher 
Director of Faith Formation     Michelle Fischer 
         Faith Formation Office      715.842.1810 
Director of Music and Liturgy  Tom Lella 
Parish Secretaries 
                  Resurrection    Cathy Hackel 
                  St. Michael       Phyllis Burclaff 
Parish Nurse      Pam Frary 
Financial Secretary   Sharon Michalski 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Church of the Resurrection 
Church will be open  daily 7:00am to 6:00pm  
for personal visits. 
Reconciliation 7:30am Sunday, 6:00pm Monday 
 

St. Michael 
Church will be open  daily 7:00am to 6:00pm  
for personal visits. 
Reconciliation 3:00pm Saturday 
 
 

Reconciliation is also available by appointment. 
 

Sacramental Preparation 
Contact either parish office for details regarding 
baptism and marriage preparation.  



2  Parish Life     
Last Sunday night I was part of a Confirmation class that met by way of 
Zoom. Since the Safer at Home order started, I have continued a few 
small study groups and appointments face-to-face in big spaces 
(“Catholicism 101” with our adult candidates for baptism, a Baptism 
class, marriage prep sessions, etc.), but more and more things have 
been sliding over to “chat-based collaboration tools” like ZOOM and 

Microsoft Teams.  I feel pretty clumsy in such contexts, but it’s often the best we can do. The topic I had been assigned 
was “A Pastor’s Life Under Quarantine.” It was the occasion for me to make a self-assessment. Here is what I realized. 
 
A lot of my life has remained the same. From past vacations I know that life without structure isn’t a good thing. 
It’s what new high school graduates often discover when they move from the relatively organized environments of 
school and home to university and living on their own. Productivity drops, eating increases, use of television and Internet 
skyrockets, healthy habits disintegrate. So I keep to as much of my personal routine as possible. I get up at the same 
time (5:30 am), do my morning ablutions and morning prayer, drink a glass of orange juice, and plunk myself down at 
my desk. I read and reflect on the daily readings and create the message I will share at my later daily Mass and record 
for our parish website, face and answer the emails that have accumulated over the night, and plan out my day. I am 
also a list-maker, and so by the time this usual daily opening is over, I have a sense of the chores that need to be 
tackled: hearing confessions at the usual three times a week, making plans for my later non-public Mass, plan a visit to 
respond to a request for Holy Communion, making phone calls to some of our members who are feeling vulnerable, 
checking common projects the staff is working on. These aspects of my day remain as they were.  
 
But then there are things that have just gone away. Most days before CV I would plan a visit to the one of the 
hospitals, our members in care facilities, or a few folks who are elderly and homebound. For their safety, that is almost 
all disappeared now. Personal appointments for questions and spiritual matters have moved to email or the phone. 
Teaching obligations for the Bible School or the Diocese that would have been winding down in any case with summer at 
hand have ended with a thud. The folks in these programs are still working, mind you, but they do so by watching/
listening to lectures I have recorded on the Internet and working alone at home. But while I am not teaching, I find I 
need to do more checking up on my students. As I mentioned above, without a structure of monthly deadlines and 
occasional exams, the wheels come off the cart for some people. So if I have become less the instructor, I am more a 
truant officer. Also I have fewer meetings … and as a pastor, the Dean, and a member of several boards, I have a lot of 
them. As they say, it’s an ill wind that blows nobody any good. 
 
A few things are postponed and waiting. Most weddings are being pushed back into the fall (though I have 
celebrated a couple with tiny assemblies). Our parish celebrations of First Communion and Confirmation await the Bishop 
and the Governor agreeing on when we can come out of our self-imposed isolation. Most funerals are happening, though 
some larger families have decided to wait this out. Deacon ordination for parishioner John McDonnell has been pushed 
back to late June. Sam McCarty’s ordination to the priesthood is “on,” but we await word on how many can be present. 
As things are allowed to open again, we will be busy. 
 
And a few things have ramped up. Recording the daily audio message and the weekly Sunday Mass for the website 
requires extra planning, thoughtfulness, and time. Confessions are up. I am writing more letters (I think my “Christmas 
2019 letter” will be out before Independence Day). In addition, there have been some larger maintenance projects that 
the staff have been tackling in the relative quiet—some repainting, deep cleaning, and an updating of our member files—
where I have been called on as sidewalk supervisor.  
 
All in all, my life is slower. I have regained my evenings after 5:00 pm. I am doing more reading, am trying to walk more 
each night, and I will confess to watching a few more things on Netflix. As instructions come in on Bishop Callahan’s 
plans for easing back into activity, that will be a new set of challenges … but one I am looking forward to. I hope you 
are, too. Stay safe. Don’t watch too much news. Wash your hands. 
 
Msgr. Mark  

More “Blah, Blah, Blah” 
from Msgr. Mark 

Submit your name to attend daily Mass 
Fr. Mark continues to celebrate the Mass 
each day in a non-public way (a small 
group spaced apart). The person who  
requested the Mass intention will be wel-
comed first. Times will vary, though usual-
ly in the early evening at St. Michael’s. To 
be put on the list either call 715-842-4283 
or email info@eastsideparishes.org 
You will be informed when it is your turn. 
 
Holy Communion outside Mass by appointment 
Call 715-842-4283 and our clergy will schedule an  
opportunity for you to receive Holy Communion. 

 

A blessing on the people of Wausau:  
On Friday, May 15, at 3:00 pm the people of Wausau will 
be blessed by Jesus from the top of Rib Mountain. Priests 
from Wausau will offer Benediction for all of us, begging 
God for a deeper trust in his providence, as well as cour-
age and charity as we yearn for the pandemic to end. You 

are encouraged to 
pause whatever you 
are doing and join 
with us in prayer 
for five minutes 
starting at 3:00 pm 
this Friday.  



Next Sunday Reflection Material 3 

Readings for the Sixth Sunday of Easter (May 21) 
(Acts 8:5-8,14-17; 1 Peter 3:15-18; John 14:15-21) 

In John’s Gospel, at the Last Supper Jesus promises his 
disciples, “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 
In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you 
will see me, because I live and you will live.” As you read 
these words, remember the situation of John’s audience at 
the end of the first century: the length of time from Jesus’ 
life and ministry has stretched beyond what some had 
expected. John would have them (and us) see that Jesus 
had kept his word in his post-Resurrection appearances 
and has never left. In today’s passage, Jesus also promis-
es the disciples that he will ask the Father to send them 
“another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of 
truth.” This also was already fulfilled by the time John 
wrote, when on Easter night Jesus breathed the Spirit  
onto his disciples. In the Gospel reading, what is the    
difference between the way the world sees and the way 
the disciples are learning to see? 

Tired of watching Netflix re-runs? 
An early summer Bible Study via Zoom  

begins this Thursday! 
With the extension of the “Safer at Home” mandate, perhaps 

you are ready for something different? How about a virtual 
Bible Study? You need to have a computer, smartphone or 

tablet with a camera and access to the internet.  
Fr. Mark is thinking of something “safe” like  

An Introduction to St. Paul or, given the times,  
something more edgy like The Book of Revelation.  

The first meeting will be Thursday, May 14, at 6:30 pm.  
If you are interested email the parish office at  

smoffice@eastsideparishes.org, supply your name,  
and vote for “Paul” or “Revelation.” There’s a limit of twenty. 

“We Believe” Giving         May 3, 2020 
“We Believe” cash contributions this week ..................  $8,050.00 
“We Believe” electronic contributions this week...........  $0.00 
  “We Believe” weekly total ......................................  $8,050.00  
 
Total “We Believe” pledges (including friends’ match)...$1,206,987.43 
(not counting St. Ambrose Financial Services interest forgiveness) 
                                                               
Total “We Believe” cash contributions to date…………..    $668,664.87 

Financial Giving     May 3, 2020 
St. Michael  Parish                                                              

Adult Envelopes/Offertory..................................  $7,060.00 
Electronic Contributions .....................................  $3,078.33 
 Weekly Total .................................................  $10,138.33 
Fiscal Year-to-date Contributions …………………….… $413,328.11 

 

               Church of the Resurrection                                                              
Adult Envelopes/Offertory..................................  $9,493.03 
Electronic Contributions .....................................  $1,480.00 
 Weekly Total .................................................  $10,973.03 
Fiscal Year-to-date Contributions ………………….... $438,150.19 

 

Consider welcoming a Global Outreach  
Catholic Exchange Student to your home  
for the upcoming school year: 
 
Hosting an exchange student is an amazing experi-
ence for you and for the exchange student. New-
man Catholic High School would like to welcome two 
Global Outreach exchange students for the 2020-
2021 academic year. Global Outreach is a Catholic 
exchange program with a mission of building a civili-
zation of love by forming young, dynamic, Catholic 
servant-leaders for the 21st century. Placement of 
students becomes a reality when a household opens 
the door to their heart and home and says “yes” to 
hosting a student. Currently, 11 students are waiting 
for their “Good News! We have a host family for 
you” letter. The students are from Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia and Ukraine.  
 
Please contact Barbara Tota-Boryczka, Executive 
Director, at 920-540-3085 or email barbara.tota-
boryczka@globaloutreachprogram.com or  
Fr. Larry Seidl, Spiritual Director, 920-412-0320 or 
ljseidl1949@gmail.com for further information. 

How to prevent loneliness in the time of social distancing (Part 1) 
With increasing numbers of people isolated because of quarantine 
and social distancing, COVID-19 is not the only public health threat 
to be concerned about – loneliness is one as well. 
 
 
While scientists are rushing to understand how the coronavirus works, researchers have long understood the toll that so-
cial isolation and loneliness take on the body. People who do not feel connected to others are more likely to catch a cold, 
experience depression, develop heart disease, have lower cognitive functioning, and live a shorter life.  
 
 
In January, a national survey found that 50% of baby boomers and 70% of millennials feel lonely. Similarly, the proportion 
of people who belong to any kind of community group, like the Eastside Parishes, a hobby club, a sports league or volun-
teer group, loneliness fell to below 50%. It seems most of the population suffers from poor social health at various times. 
 
 
Although isolation is the right response to the coronavirus pandemic, we need the exact opposite in response to the loneli-
ness epidemic. So how can you cultivate your social well-being while avoiding infection? 
 
 
An obvious answer is to reach out to people. People often blame technology for the prevalence of loneliness, thinking we 
spend too much time scrolling through social media and not enough interacting. But we need meaningful human connec-
tions, especially as this outbreak continues. 
 
Face to face from afar...call people...reach out...write a letter. Are there people you have not been in touch with for a long 
time? Reach out and have a telephone chat, or how about a virtual dinner or happy hour with someone? Read a book to-
gether and talk about it. Let your family and friends know you need to communicate with them on whatever level.  
 
 
 

Pam Frary, Parish Nurse                   (Watch next week’s  bulletins for Part 2) 

With public Masses being suspended, Fr. Mark  
will remember the following intentions in his private  
celebrations this week: 
 +Doug Commons  
 +Bradley Grell  
 +Alice Podruch  
 +Edmund, Mary Klestinski and son, Robert  
 +Armond Loos  
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Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

(715) 581-3764

Pat 
Esselman

Parishioner
SHORT-TERM REHAB 

AND LONG-TERM CARE
1821 N. Fourth Avenue 

Wausau, WI • 715-675-9451 
www.blcwausau.org

Catering • Espresso Bar
Continental Breakfast

Sandwiches/Salads
www.laprimawausau.com 

529 Third Street, Wausau, WI 54403
Phone: 848-1260   Fax: 849-5573

Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm • Sat. 8am-4pm • Sun. 9am-1:30pm

 
S. D. Ellenbecker Inc.

 

General Contractor
 

Commercial - Industrial - Agricultural
Concrete Specialists

1222 Mount View Lane • Athens, WI
Ph. 715-257-7666   Fax 715-257-7982

CENTRAL WISCONSIN LANDSCAPING
Quality Work at Affordable Prices 

Snow Removal
Call Dan Lang 

715-591-9687• 715-305-1824 
cwl@tds.net

Sterling Water, Inc.

355-7060355-7060  
1-800-388-7288 • www.culliganh2o.com

Call Your Culligan Man Today!

PERSONAL - BUSINESS - FARM - CORPORATION
“We Will Do The Best Possible Job To Help You”

KAUTZ TAX SERVICE 
Ron & Beth Kautz, Prop.

Experience • Professional Tax Preparers 
Our Work is Guaranteed

 For Appointment:  204 East First Street 
 Call: (715) 536-8092  Merrill, WI 54452

Abraham Trucking & 
Excavating, Inc.

Your Complete Excavating Needs 
Commercial & Residential Work

Wausau, WI  54403   
Ken Abraham (715) 574 - 4294  

HILLTOP 
AUTO WRECKING
Junk Cars Picked Up

Used Auto Parts
237934 Del Rio Rd. • 715-675-3258

Tim Witzeling - Owner
3704 Stewart Avenue 

Wausau, WI 54401
+1 (715) 848-3263 Work 

Tim.Modern@frontier.com

Asset Protection, Trusts, Wills, Probate 
and Nursing Home/Medicaid

305 S. 18th Ave., Ste. 200 | Wausau, WI 54401

715.843.5001 
www.hougumlaw.com

Wausau East/Wausau West
(715) 845-6900

Malbrit 
Mechanical, Inc.

Heating & Air Conditioning
Installation • Service • Repair

www.malbrit.com                 Since 1946

715-845-4848

Menzner  
Lumber & Supply

Accepting Employment Applications! 
Please apply at 

105 Main St., Marathon, WI 
715-443-2354

David J. Aicher, DDS 

(715) 842-3321 
617 Jackson St., Wausau WI 54403 

frontdesk@adpwausau.com

 View over 800 vehicles
bricknerfamily.com

Jennifer Havel, DDS 
Excellence in Family Dentistry

(715) 848-3241 
1101 North 6th Street 
Wausau, WI 54403 

Parish Family 
www.jenniferhaveldds.net

FRANCE
PROPANE SERVICE INC.

Complete Gas Service
715/359-1075

1153 Foundry Street • Schofield, WI 54476

 
(715) 845-5525 

Wausau &Weston
www.brainardfuneral.com

Just Build It 
Construction LLC

• LICENSED & INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES 
• SIDING, VINYL, STEEL, WOOD 

• WINDOW INSTALLATION 
• NEW DECKS AND REPAIR OLD DECKS

 Wausau  Jbiconstruction@hotmail.com 
 (715) 581-3120  www.Jbiconstruction.biz

Contact Kena Owen to place an ad today! 
kowen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5876

 

We’re all in this together. 
State Farm® has a long tradition of being there. 

That’s one reason why I’m proud to support  
St. Michael & Church of the Resurrection. Here to help life go right.®

John Neumueller Ins Agency Inc 
John Neumueller, Agent 
1427 Merrill Avenue 
Wausau, WI 54401 
Bus: 715-675-3324

Family. Friends. Community

1801073                                                      State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Family. Friends.
Community.

715.241.7557   •   226500 Rib Mountain Dr.   •   Wausau, WI

TENNISON CLEANING LLC 
Residential Cleaning 
Insured and Bonded 

Free Estimates 
715-432-4727 

Part of the Newman Family

15-0192-11/19 Catholic Financial Life, headquartered  
in Milwaukee Wis. Products and services not available 
in all states.

Carla Soczka, LUTCF, FICF, CLU®
Cell: (715) 581-1800

Financial Products Offered:
Life Insurance • Annuities • IRAs

Services Offered: 
Family Protection  

401(k) Rollover • Retirement 
Income

nigbursfinefurniture.com  

715.675.2379
1740 Business 51 N
Wausau, WI 54401

Mon - Fri 9-6
Sat 9-4

Closed Sundays


