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Office Hours: 
The parish offices are closed to the public.  
Parish staff will continue working either in the 
closed offices or remotely. Please call or e-mail the 
individual staff member you’d like to contact. 

 

Parish Staff 
Pastor     Rev. Msgr. Mark Pierce 
Deacon   Rev. Mr. Peter Burek 
Deacon   Rev. Mr. Michael Maher 
Director of Faith Formation     Michelle Fischer 
         Faith Formation Office      715.842.1810 
Director of Music and Liturgy  Tom Lella 
Parish Secretaries 
                  Resurrection    Cathy Hackel 
                  St. Michael       Phyllis Burclaff 
Parish Nurse      Pam Frary 
Financial Secretary   Sharon Michalski 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Church of the Resurrection 
Church will be open  daily 7:00am to 6:00pm  
for personal visits. 
Reconciliation 7:30am Sunday, 6:00pm Monday 
 

St. Michael 
Church will be open  daily 7:00am to 6:00pm  
for personal visits. 
Reconciliation 3:00pm Saturday 
 
 

Reconciliation is also available by appointment. 
 

Sacramental Preparation 
Contact either parish office for details regarding 
baptism and marriage preparation.  



2       Parish Life        
I grew up a farm field away from the backwaters of the Mississippi. While in 
Wisconsin you are never very far from water, I got used to the seasons being 
reflected in the river. In March you started watching for the breakup of the 
winter ice. For months, the river was just like everything else—a solid (and 
eventually, ugly) expanse of frozen whiteness. Hungry for signs of spring, by 
March you would start waiting for signs of the breakup. The first was the 

disappearance of fishing shanties. Sometimes there would be spots where water would pool, turning the ice surface 
yellow. Then fissures would start darkening the surface, and all of a sudden, it would happen … and the ice would be 
gone, as if instantaneously, and on sunny days the water would turn a brilliant blue, a welcome sign of spring.  
 
Something like the eagerness with which I watched for the ice break-up is happening as we count the weeks that we 
have been living “Safer at Home.” There’s a sense of restlessness around, more traffic on 6th Street, more welcoming 
signs as some businesses get the “green light” to re-open, more comments about people needing haircuts. And, of 
course, the “all-coronavirus, all-the-time” newspeople have made “When will this all be over?” the question of the day. 
Every day. 
 
Bishop Callahan called for a virtual meeting of the Deans (of which I am one) last Thursday. We had all seen the 
Milwaukee Journal piece announcing the return to Sunday church services in the Archdiocese on May 31st, and the clergy 
grapevine has been filled with rumors about what would happen here. Think of it as “priests pulling their shanties off the 
ice.” The minutes of the Deans Meeting describes the conversation as “spirited” (which is a word used in church circles 
to signal considerable disagreements).  
 
The Bishop was, in the end, quite clear about holding firm for now to the policies he’d set in mid-March. All public 
Sunday and weekday Masses are suspended; daily non-public liturgies at non-announced times, funerals, baptisms, and 
weddings with nine or fewer in attendance are permitted. No parking-lot Masses, outdoor Masses, or parking-lot rosaries 
at this time. First Communions to be delayed until the Governor lifts restrictions on larger gatherings. No Confirmations 
until after June 26. So, unlike news from Milwaukee, there was no announced date yet about returning to Sunday 
Masses. The next step, perhaps to be introduced in a couple weeks, will be an effort at making the Distribution of Holy 
Communion more widely available in small groups during a block of time on Sundays. Then again, with better news from 
the health department and a word from Madison, more cracks might appear in the ice. 
 
I came across an op-ed piece by a Catholic columnist, Simcha Fisher, that makes me wish she had been invited to      
our “spirited” discussion with the Deans: “I’ve heard more times than I can count, that ‘Catholics who are content to 
stay home from Mass’ simply don’t love and want Jesus enough; that those who willingly forgo the Eucharist because   
of the pandemic are doing so because they are lukewarm. I’ve heard over and over that Catholics who truly understand 
what an incredible thing the Eucharist is will be willing to go to Mass and risk catching the virus because they are       
not cowards… 
 
Since I keep hearing these things, I’ll say it: If the thing you call “love” is voluntary and makes other people suffer, then 
that’s not love. That’s something else. 
 
A pandemic is, by definition, a shared risk. Very few people are so radically isolated and independent from other people 
that they can take on a personal risk that isn’t also a risk to someone else. An asymptomatic person may feel his heart 
burning with love for Christ in the Eucharist, and unknowingly pass on the virus to the priest, who goes on to infect 
everyone he touches, in and out of Mass. Or a healthy person may catch the virus from the priest, and then pass it 
along to the next three people they meet at the grocery store. 
 
We know this can happen. We know this is exactly how it happened, causing hundreds of thousands of people to suffer 
and die. Taking steps to avoid the transmission of the virus to others isn’t cowardice. It’s not lukewarmness. It’s not a 
sign of weakness or fear or selfishness. It is the very thing that people do when they love each other: They make 
sacrifices. They forgo good things. They take care. They wait. This is what love sometimes looks like. And we are 
commanded to love one another. If we’re truly willing to suffer for love, then we should be willing to choose the 
suffering of waiting.” 
 
I appreciate Ms. Fisher’s take on current times. When I conceive of it as a gift, rather than as a limitation of my right, it 
becomes easier to bear the pain of waiting. Remember that Jesus is always a gift, and in no way something we deserve 
or are entitled to. Recall that we are called to love. So, out of love, be content to wait. 
 
Msgr. Mark 

More “Blah, Blah, Blah” 
from Msgr. Mark 

Submit your name to attend daily Mass 
Fr. Mark continues to celebrate the Mass each 
day in a non-public way (a small group spaced 
apart). The person who  requested the Mass 
intention will be welcomed first. Times will vary, 
though usually in the early evening at St. 
Michael’s. To be put on the list call 715-842-
4283.You will be called when it is your turn. 
 
Holy Communion outside Mass by appointment 
Call 715-842-4283 and our clergy will schedule an  
opportunity for you to receive Holy Communion. 

With public Masses being suspended, Fr. Mark  
will remember the following intentions in his private  
celebrations this week: 
 40th Wedding Anniversary for   
  Mike and Lori Brzezinski  
 +Ron West  
 +Tom Jablonski  
 +Tom Barden  
 +For the Deceased Members of the  
  Webb and Foegen families  



Next Sunday Reflection Material 3 

Readings for the Ascension of the Lord (May 24) 
(Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23; Matthew 28:16-20) 

 
The Church views the saving work of Christ as the entire 
passage of Jesus through his death to new life in the    
Father and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Each Sunday we   
focus on one or another moment in that overall work. So 
while next Sunday will celebrate the Ascension, all three 
readings refer to God’s full act of salvation in Christ. In the 
first reading, passing reference is made to Jesus’ suffering 
before “he was taken up.” In the second reading, from 
Ephesians, references to the Father “raising [Jesus] from 
the dead and seating him at his right hand” comes after a 
summary of God’s mysterious salvific work. In the Gospel, 
Jesus doesn’t actually leave the stage (if you read what 
comes before, you will see it is Easter Sunday), but com-
missions the apostles to spread the word of this great 
work. What does the imagery of being “taken up” to God 
suggest to you about Jesus?  About yourself as a Christian? 

How to prevent loneliness in the time of social distancing (Part 2) 
 
With increasing numbers of people isolated because of quarantine and social distancing, COVID-19 is not the only public health 
threat to be concerned about – loneliness is one as well. Whether you are quarantined, working remotely, or just cautious, now 
is the perfect time to reach out in socially healthy ways. 
 
One-minute kindness—getting lots of small touches with people—an e-mail with a genuine complement or expression of grati-
tude is more personal and longer lasting without taking much more time. Today we all have more time to extend ourselves. 
When you find yourself scrolling through people’s posts, stop and send one of them a few kind words. After all, we need a little 
extra kindness to counter the stress and uncertainty of the coronavirus. 
 
Cultivate your community. The basis of connection is having something in common. Whatever your niche interest is, there is a 
community of people who share your passion and cannot wait to share details with you. Here’s a suggestion—our community 
needs helpers and financial support at the food banks, student meals from Boy’s and Girl’s Club, and “Blessings in a Back Pack”. 
 
Deepen or broaden your outlook. Fundamentally there are two ways to overcome loneliness. Nurture your existing relationships 
or form new ones. Reflect and pray on your current state of social health and then take one action to deepen it, such as getting 
in touch with a friend, a neighbor, or family member you haven’t spoken with in a while – or broaden it, such as reaching out to 
someone you’d like to get to know. 
 
The coronavirus pandemic has reminded us that human connection can spread illness. But human connection also promotes 
wellness. Let’s take this opportunity to recognize the importance of relationships for our health and practice social well-being. 
 
Blessings to all, Pam Frary RN 

 

 
A Virtual Diocesan 50th Jubilee  

Anniversary Celebration  
 
The in-person 50th wedding anniversary Masses 
have been canceled. But a special Mass with 
Bishop Callahan will be held this year via  
live-stream at 1:00 pm on Sunday, July 12 from 
the Cathedral. You will be able to view the live 
stream or recording by visiting diolc.org/
marriage on and after July 12. 

“We Believe” Giving         May 10, 2020 
“We Believe” cash contributions this week ..................  $1,305.00 
“We Believe” electronic contributions this week ...........  $0.00 
  “We Believe” weekly total ......................................  $1,305.00  
 
Total “We Believe” pledges (including friends’ match)...$1,206,988.43 
(not counting St. Ambrose Financial Services interest forgiveness) 
                                                               
Total “We Believe” cash contributions to date…………..    $669,969.87 

Financial Giving     May 10 2020 
St. Michael  Parish                                                              

Adult Envelopes/Offertory .................................  $5,861.00 
Electronic Contributions ....................................  $0.00 
 Weekly Total .................................................  $5,861.00 
Fiscal Year-to-date Contributions …………………….… $419,189.11 

 

               Church of the Resurrection                                                              
Adult Envelopes/Offertory .................................  $10,146.00 
Electronic Contributions ....................................  $0.00 
 Weekly Total .................................................  $10,146.00 
Fiscal Year-to-date Contributions ………………….... $448,296.19 

St. Michael Parish extends its 
sympathy and prayers to the 

family and friends of  
 

Lucy Kordus,  

who died on May 11, 2020, and 
 

Kenneth Christianson, 
who died on May 13, 2020. 

What happened to Ascension Thursday? A reminder 
Since the author of the Acts of the Apostles wrote his   
account of Jesus’ leave-taking from his disciples and fixed 
the date as forty days after the resurrection, Christians 
have marked the Ascension of the Lord on a Thursday. But 
to make more Catholics able to celebrate it, the Bishops of 
Wisconsin agreed more than a decade ago to move the 
commemoration to the following Sunday … so Sunday, 
May 24th, will be our celebration of the Lord’s Ascension, 
while the previous Thursday (May 21) will be the plain old 
“Thursday in the Sixth Week of Easter.” Just in case you 
had forgotten. 
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Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

(715) 581-3764

Pat 
Esselman

Parishioner
SHORT-TERM REHAB 

AND LONG-TERM CARE
1821 N. Fourth Avenue 

Wausau, WI • 715-675-9451 
www.blcwausau.org

Catering • Espresso Bar
Continental Breakfast

Sandwiches/Salads
www.laprimawausau.com 

529 Third Street, Wausau, WI 54403
Phone: 848-1260   Fax: 849-5573

Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm • Sat. 8am-4pm • Sun. 9am-1:30pm

 
S. D. Ellenbecker Inc.

 

General Contractor
 

Commercial - Industrial - Agricultural
Concrete Specialists

1222 Mount View Lane • Athens, WI
Ph. 715-257-7666   Fax 715-257-7982

CENTRAL WISCONSIN LANDSCAPING
Quality Work at Affordable Prices 

Snow Removal
Call Dan Lang 

715-591-9687• 715-305-1824 
cwl@tds.net

Sterling Water, Inc.

355-7060355-7060  
1-800-388-7288 • www.culliganh2o.com

Call Your Culligan Man Today!

PERSONAL - BUSINESS - FARM - CORPORATION
“We Will Do The Best Possible Job To Help You”

KAUTZ TAX SERVICE 
Ron & Beth Kautz, Prop.

Experience • Professional Tax Preparers 
Our Work is Guaranteed

 For Appointment:  204 East First Street 
 Call: (715) 536-8092  Merrill, WI 54452

Abraham Trucking & 
Excavating, Inc.

Your Complete Excavating Needs 
Commercial & Residential Work

Wausau, WI  54403   
Ken Abraham (715) 574 - 4294  

HILLTOP 
AUTO WRECKING
Junk Cars Picked Up

Used Auto Parts
237934 Del Rio Rd. • 715-675-3258

Tim Witzeling - Owner
3704 Stewart Avenue 

Wausau, WI 54401
+1 (715) 848-3263 Work 

Tim.Modern@frontier.com

Asset Protection, Trusts, Wills, Probate 
and Nursing Home/Medicaid

305 S. 18th Ave., Ste. 200 | Wausau, WI 54401

715.843.5001 
www.hougumlaw.com

Wausau East/Wausau West
(715) 845-6900

Malbrit 
Mechanical, Inc.

Heating & Air Conditioning
Installation • Service • Repair

www.malbrit.com                 Since 1946

715-845-4848

Menzner  
Lumber & Supply

Accepting Employment Applications! 
Please apply at 

105 Main St., Marathon, WI 
715-443-2354

David J. Aicher, DDS 

(715) 842-3321 
617 Jackson St., Wausau WI 54403 

frontdesk@adpwausau.com

 View over 800 vehicles
bricknerfamily.com

Jennifer Havel, DDS 
Excellence in Family Dentistry

(715) 848-3241 
1101 North 6th Street 
Wausau, WI 54403 

Parish Family 
www.jenniferhaveldds.net

FRANCE
PROPANE SERVICE INC.

Complete Gas Service
715/359-1075

1153 Foundry Street • Schofield, WI 54476

 
(715) 845-5525 

Wausau &Weston
www.brainardfuneral.com

Just Build It 
Construction LLC

• LICENSED & INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES 
• SIDING, VINYL, STEEL, WOOD 

• WINDOW INSTALLATION 
• NEW DECKS AND REPAIR OLD DECKS

 Wausau  Jbiconstruction@hotmail.com 
 (715) 581-3120  www.Jbiconstruction.biz

Contact Kena Owen to place an ad today! 
kowen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5876

 

We’re all in this together. 
State Farm® has a long tradition of being there. 

That’s one reason why I’m proud to support  
St. Michael & Church of the Resurrection. Here to help life go right.®

John Neumueller Ins Agency Inc 
John Neumueller, Agent 
1427 Merrill Avenue 
Wausau, WI 54401 
Bus: 715-675-3324

Family. Friends. Community

1801073                                                      State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Family. Friends.
Community.

715.241.7557   •   226500 Rib Mountain Dr.   •   Wausau, WI

TENNISON CLEANING LLC 
Residential Cleaning 
Insured and Bonded 

Free Estimates 
715-348-9320 

Part of the Newman Family

15-0192-11/19 Catholic Financial Life, headquartered  
in Milwaukee Wis. Products and services not available 
in all states.

Carla Soczka, LUTCF, FICF, CLU®
Cell: (715) 581-1800

Financial Products Offered:
Life Insurance • Annuities • IRAs

Services Offered: 
Family Protection  

401(k) Rollover • Retirement 
Income

nigbursfinefurniture.com  

715.675.2379
1740 Business 51 N
Wausau, WI 54401

Mon - Fri 9-6
Sat 9-4

Closed Sundays


