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Office Hours: 
The parish offices are closed to the public.  
Parish staff will continue working either in the 
closed offices or remotely. Please call or e-mail the 
individual staff member you’d like to contact. 

 

Parish Staff 
Pastor     Rev. Msgr. Mark Pierce 
Deacon   Rev. Mr. Peter Burek 
Deacon   Rev. Mr. Michael Maher 
Director of Faith Formation     Michelle Fischer 
         Faith Formation Office      715.842.1810 
Director of Music and Liturgy  Tom Lella 
Parish Secretaries 
                  Resurrection    Cathy Hackel 
                  St. Michael       Phyllis Burclaff 
Parish Nurse      Pam Frary 
Financial Secretary   Sharon Michalski 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Church of the Resurrection 
Church will be open  daily 7:00am to 6:00pm  
for personal visits. 
Reconciliation 7:30am Sunday, 6:00pm Monday 
 

St. Michael 
Church will be open  daily 7:00am to 6:00pm  
for personal visits. 
Reconciliation 3:00pm Saturday 
 
 

Reconciliation is also available by appointment. 
 

Sacramental Preparation 
Contact either parish office for details regarding 
baptism and marriage preparation.  



2       Parish Life       Weekly Schedule         
Last week in this space, I likened the current easing of Covid-19 
restrictions to my childhood hunger for signs of the spring breakup of ice 
on the Mississippi. I wrote: 
 
“The first [sign] was the disappearance of fishing shanties. Sometimes 
there would be spots where water would pool, turning the ice surface 

 yellow. Then fissures would start darkening the surface, and all of a sudden, SWOOSH, it would happen … and
 the ice would be gone, as if instantaneously (though it was actually a process of many weeks), and on sunny 
 days the water would turn a brilliant blue, a welcome sign of spring.” 

 
The bulletins in which that was posted arrived from the printer last Thursday, and that very night we received Bishop 
Callahan’s letter announcing “a slow controlled return to the public celebrations of the sacraments” starting on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 31 … and SWOOSH, the break-up of the ice has begun (though it also will be a process of many weeks). 
 
In his letter of May 14 (available on the Diocesan website), Bishop writes: 

 
“The simple truth is that in many, if not most, of our parishes we are not ready to return to the public  
celebration [of Masses] because we do not have the proper supplies to open with safety … We also need  
time for pastors to recruit and train non-vulnerable volunteers so our return will ensure proper social  
distancing. … Simply to open the doors without a structured plan in place hoping that people will do the  
right thing would be irresponsible of us all. … [A] safe return will not ‘just happen’: it needs to be planned for 

 and enacted.” 
 

Along with the letter came four pages of directives that we need to tackle before Bishop will give a particular church his 
approval to open. Not all parishes will automatically open on the 31st then. We are scrambling, but believe, short of 
coronavirus flare-ups that might lead local health authorities to scuttle our plans, we will be able to get ourselves eligible 
for the Bishop’s permission for a partial opening on Saturday-Sunday, May 30-31. All the Bishop’s directives are 
again available on the Diocesan website, but here are the chief points that will impact you as would-be worshippers: 

 
#1: The Bishop’s chief concern continues to be the community’s health. It’s not that the virus has read 

the State Supreme Court’s decision and decided to leave us alone. The Bishop’s dispensation from the obligation of 
attending Mass continues into July. He urges those over the age of 65 and those with underlying health conditions        
to stay at home. We will continue to record the Sunday Mass and post it on our Eastside Parishes website into the         
near future. 

 
#2: An aspect of making the worship environment safe is the continued expectation of distancing. 

To ease into this slowly we will be having only two Masses beginning the weekend of May 30-31: 4:00pm Saturday and 
10:30am on Sunday. We are expected to limit attendance to 25% of our church’s capacity to maintain safe distancing. 
Hmm. One quarter of St. Michael’s seating (500) means only 125 participants at first; one quarter of Resurrection 
Church’s seating (325) comes to 80 worshippers. So, to maximize our capacity for the two Masses, they will both be at 
St. Michael Church to start.  If you plan to attend, we are asking that you give us a sense of your plans by “signing up” 
to attend one of the two liturgies. Visit our website eastsideparishes.org and click on the home page scrolling banner 
“Sign up to attend Mass”. If you are not an internet user, you may call the parish at 715-842-4283, and tell us which 
Mass you plan to attend, and how many you will be. That way, if a particular Mass is showing signs of filling up early, we 
can announce that service as “full” and ask you to consider selecting another Mass time. I know, it’s strange, but these 
are strange times.  

 
#3: When you come to Mass, for safety’s sake, some things will be a bit different. Entry will only be 

through the Gathering Space doors at St. Michael’s Church. The 6th Street doors will be for emergency exit only. We 
encourage, but will not demand, that you wear a protective mask. [Bringing your own homemade washable one will 
allow us to share our supply of disposable ones with others.] Only every third pew will be available, and assistants will 
seat you in an open row from front to back (think of it like coming to a wedding). Yes, that means for the near future 
you may not get “your” regular seat. We will omit the Gifts Procession and the Sign of Peace. The deacons and I will 
bring Communion to you in your places. For now, we continue to ask that you please receive the Eucharist in your hand 
and not on your tongue. The offering may be placed in the offertory boxes at the glass door’s entrance into church. 
Dismissal will be by rows.  

 
I know, it all sounds a bit involved, but of course a lot is at stake. We will only be able to return to “the usual” by such 
incremental steps. If this first effort goes well, we can add more Mass times and anticipate easing some of these 
restrictions so our worship can seem more normal. If we fail at this, not only will we be putting others in harm’s way, but 
it will require we tighten things up again and delay our ability to attend whatever Mass we like, sit in whatever pew we 
like, chat with friends we like, and return to celebrating Baptisms, First Communions, Confirmations, Weddings, Funerals 
and parish events as we used to take for granted. And then the ice will really be out of the river.  
 
Msgr. Mark 
 

More “Blah, Blah, Blah” 
from Msgr. Mark 



Next Sunday Reflection Material 3 

Readings for Pentecost Sunday (May 31) 
(Acts 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,12-13; John 20:19-23) 
In the scripture readings for Pentecost Sunday, it can be a 
little hard to keep track of what day it is. In the Gospel 
passage, it is Easter Sunday evening—the day when Peter 
and the Beloved Disciple had discovered the tomb empty 
and Mary Magdalene had actually met the Risen Lord. But 
in the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, it is a 
morning fifty days later. In the Gospel Jesus gently 
breathes the Holy Spirit onto the Eleven. In the portion 
from Acts, the Spirit comes on like a driving wind and 
tongues of flame. That’s a lot of variety. So which is it? And 
the liturgy responds, “Yes!” God is continually pouring out 
his life-giving Self … in every way possible. What effects of 
the Holy Spirit do you see active in today’s readings? What 
effects have you seen in people you have known? 

Submit your name, if you would like,  
to attend daily Mass 

Fr. Mark continues to celebrate the Mass each day but, for 
the health of the community, in a non-public way. That 
means in a small group, at an appropriate distance from 
one another. Even as we move towards re-opening our 
Sunday liturgies to larger assemblies, daily Mass will stay 
small. The person who requested the Mass intention will 
always be welcomed, and a handful of others may be invit-
ed. Times will vary, though usually this daily Eucharist will 
be celebrated in the early evening at St. Michael’s Parish. 
If you would like to be part of that “daily 
handful,” call 715-842-4283 or e-mail 
smoffice@eastsideparishes.org. You 
will be called when it is your turn. 
 

Holy Communion outside Mass  
by appointment 

During these weeks when we are     
controlling attendance and Sunday and 
weekday Masses, you are still welcome to receive Holy 
Communion outside Mass individually. Call 715-842-4283 
and our clergy will schedule an opportunity for you to   
receive Holy Communion. 

With public daily Masses being suspended,  
Fr. Mark will remember the following intentions in his 
private celebrations this week: 
 +Jean Lierman  
 +Jane Lynett  
 +Betty Nowak 
 +Fern Esselman 
 +Betty Baumann 

“We Believe” Giving         May 17, 2020 
 
“We Believe” cash contributions this week ..................  $1,245.00
“We Believe” electronic contributions this week ...........  $2,647.75 
  “We Believe” weekly total ......................................  $3,892.75  
 
Total “We Believe” pledges (including friends’ match)...$1,206,988.43 
(not counting St. Ambrose Financial Services interest forgiveness) 
                                                               
Total “We Believe” cash contributions to date…………..    $673,862.62 

Financial Giving     May 17 2020 
 

St. Michael  Parish                                                              
Adult Envelopes/Offertory .................................  $4,374.25 
Electronic Contributions ....................................  $6,501.33 
 Weekly Total .................................................  $10,875.58 
Fiscal Year-to-date Contributions …………………….… $430,064.69 

 

               Church of the Resurrection                                                              
Adult Envelopes/Offertory .................................  $5,729.00 
Electronic Contributions ....................................  $2,123.00 
 Weekly Total .................................................  $7,852.00 
Fiscal Year-to-date Contributions ………………….... $456,148.19 

 
Congratulations to  

Mary Maher and Benjamin Ertl,  
who were married at the 

Church of the Resurrection  
on Saturday, May 23, 2020. 

Key points to remember about our  
returning to Sunday Masses.. 
 
Information regarding “re-opening” in our parishes will be 
mailed to each parish household. The main points are: 
 
1. There will be only two Masses beginning the weekend 
of May 30/31: 4:00pm Saturday and 10:30am Sunday, 
both at St. Michael Church. 
 
2. You will have to sign up to attend one of the Masses: 
on our website eastsideparishes.org or if not an inter-
net user, call 715-842-4283 to reserve a spot. This week, 
due to our offices being closed for Memorial Day, the sign 
up will be open from 9:00am Tuesday, May 26, until noon 
on Saturday, May 30. 
 
3. Watch our website eastsideparishes.org and bulletins 
for further updates and developments. 
 
4. Please remain positive, safe and calm. 
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Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

(715) 581-3764

Pat 
Esselman

Parishioner
SHORT-TERM REHAB 

AND LONG-TERM CARE
1821 N. Fourth Avenue 

Wausau, WI • 715-675-9451 
www.blcwausau.org

Catering • Espresso Bar
Continental Breakfast

Sandwiches/Salads
www.laprimawausau.com 

529 Third Street, Wausau, WI 54403
Phone: 848-1260   Fax: 849-5573

Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm • Sat. 8am-4pm • Sun. 9am-1:30pm

 
S. D. Ellenbecker Inc.

 

General Contractor
 

Commercial - Industrial - Agricultural
Concrete Specialists

1222 Mount View Lane • Athens, WI
Ph. 715-257-7666   Fax 715-257-7982

CENTRAL WISCONSIN LANDSCAPING
Quality Work at Affordable Prices 

Snow Removal
Call Dan Lang 

715-591-9687• 715-305-1824 
cwl@tds.net

Sterling Water, Inc.

355-7060355-7060  
1-800-388-7288 • www.culliganh2o.com

Call Your Culligan Man Today!

PERSONAL - BUSINESS - FARM - CORPORATION
“We Will Do The Best Possible Job To Help You”

KAUTZ TAX SERVICE 
Ron & Beth Kautz, Prop.

Experience • Professional Tax Preparers 
Our Work is Guaranteed

 For Appointment:  204 East First Street 
 Call: (715) 536-8092  Merrill, WI 54452

Abraham Trucking & 
Excavating, Inc.

Your Complete Excavating Needs 
Commercial & Residential Work

Wausau, WI  54403   
Ken Abraham (715) 574 - 4294  

HILLTOP 
AUTO WRECKING
Junk Cars Picked Up

Used Auto Parts
237934 Del Rio Rd. • 715-675-3258

Tim Witzeling - Owner
3704 Stewart Avenue 

Wausau, WI 54401
+1 (715) 848-3263 Work 

Tim.Modern@frontier.com

Asset Protection, Trusts, Wills, Probate 
and Nursing Home/Medicaid

305 S. 18th Ave., Ste. 200 | Wausau, WI 54401

715.843.5001 
www.hougumlaw.com

Wausau East/Wausau West
(715) 845-6900

Malbrit 
Mechanical, Inc.

Heating & Air Conditioning
Installation • Service • Repair

www.malbrit.com                 Since 1946

715-845-4848

Menzner  
Lumber & Supply

Accepting Employment Applications! 
Please apply at 

105 Main St., Marathon, WI 
715-443-2354

David J. Aicher, DDS 

(715) 842-3321 
617 Jackson St., Wausau WI 54403 

frontdesk@adpwausau.com

 View over 800 vehicles
bricknerfamily.com

Jennifer Havel, DDS 
Excellence in Family Dentistry

(715) 848-3241 
1101 North 6th Street 
Wausau, WI 54403 

Parish Family 
www.jenniferhaveldds.net

FRANCE
PROPANE SERVICE INC.

Complete Gas Service
715/359-1075

1153 Foundry Street • Schofield, WI 54476

 
(715) 845-5525 

Wausau &Weston
www.brainardfuneral.com

Just Build It 
Construction LLC

• LICENSED & INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES 
• SIDING, VINYL, STEEL, WOOD 

• WINDOW INSTALLATION 
• NEW DECKS AND REPAIR OLD DECKS

 Wausau  Jbiconstruction@hotmail.com 
 (715) 581-3120  www.Jbiconstruction.biz

Contact Kena Owen to place an ad today! 
kowen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5876

 

We’re all in this together. 
State Farm® has a long tradition of being there. 

That’s one reason why I’m proud to support  
St. Michael & Church of the Resurrection. Here to help life go right.®

John Neumueller Ins Agency Inc 
John Neumueller, Agent 
1427 Merrill Avenue 
Wausau, WI 54401 
Bus: 715-675-3324

Family. Friends. Community

1801073                                                      State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Family. Friends.
Community.

715.241.7557   •   226500 Rib Mountain Dr.   •   Wausau, WI

TENNISON CLEANING LLC 
Residential Cleaning 
Insured and Bonded 

Free Estimates 
715-348-9320 

Part of the Newman Family

15-0192-11/19 Catholic Financial Life, headquartered  
in Milwaukee Wis. Products and services not available 
in all states.

Carla Soczka, LUTCF, FICF, CLU®
Cell: (715) 581-1800

Financial Products Offered:
Life Insurance • Annuities • IRAs

Services Offered: 
Family Protection  

401(k) Rollover • Retirement 
Income

nigbursfinefurniture.com  

715.675.2379
1740 Business 51 N
Wausau, WI 54401

Mon - Fri 9-6
Sat 9-4

Closed Sundays


