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ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST · GREENFIELD

From the Pastor’s Desk
CHRISTMAS THANK YOU

On behalf of myself and the entire parish staff, I offer you a hearty thank you for the many Christmas
greetings, note cards and Christmas treats. It warms our hearts to be recipients of such generous kindness.
It gives us the sense of really being appreciated. Again, thank you.
This weekend, we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family. Let us pray for our families living and deceased,
that we may grow closer to Christ in the coming new year.
Fr. Michael

For New Years, we have two Masses, one at 4:00pm on New Year’s Eve and a
9:30am Mass on New Year’s Day. We celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother
of God. It is a Holy Day of obligation.

This weekend is also the feast of St. John the Evangelist, the Patron of our parish. We will formally
bless the new icon of St. John the Evangelist. The depiction of St. John is at the chest of Jesus at the last
supper. It is a very appropriate image for our parish with over 35 years of Eucharistic Adoration. May
we always hunger for the bread of life.

END OF YEAR GOOD NEWS
A couple of pieces of good news as the year comes to an end.
The first item of good news came from the Archdiocesan Stewardship Appeal. They sent us a note stating that we have
surpassed our goal by a little over $4,000. The total amount to date collected from our parish is $69,585. I believe this is the
first time in the past nine years that we did so well. Thank you one and all who participated in this annual appeal. The
monies collected for the Archdiocesan Stewardship are well-spent dollars as they help support all the ministries of the
Archdiocese.
Secondly, I am pleased to announce that the Bipolar Air Cleaner arrived early and was installed immediately. Also, the
money for the new air cleaner has been collected. A big thank you to those who financially made this possible.

The high-tech air purification system is used in many hospitals to clean the air by killing bacteria and viruses, along with
many other air impurities. The way it works is that millions of positive and negative charged oxygen ions are sent into the
air which attach to pathogens and kill them.
Any additional funds that come into the parish will be used for the repair of the roof on the shed. This project will begin
immediately. Also, we continue to collect monies for the completion of our sidewalks replacement project which is
scheduled to begin in Spring.
Many blessings to you and your families in the new year.

24-HOUR EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

“God does not despise these hidden struggles with ourselves, so much richer in merit because they are unseen,” said St.
Therese of Lisieux. She cites Proverbs 16:32.

A patient man is better than a warrior, and he who rules his temper, than he who takes a city.
“By our little acts of charity practiced in the shade, we convert souls far away, we help missionaries, we
win for them abundant alms, and by that means build actual dwellings both spiritual and material for
our Eucharistic Lord.”
—St. Therese of Lisieux
St. John’s is fortunate to have 24-hour Perpetual Adoration. Please take advantage of this beautiful
opportunity to stay close to God. Hand sanitizer is available at the Adoration entrance (south side of
Church) and we ask that you wear a mask and stay at least six feet from others while in Church.
Would you pray for a priest each day? “Be close to your priests with your affection and with your
prayers that they may always be shepherds according to God’s heart.” ~ Pope Francis
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DECEMBER 27, 2020 · THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

Tragedy and disappointment are inevitable. What sees you
through this? There will be challenges, changes, unexpected
circumstances, interrupted plans, hurts, and injustices
experienced by every human being at some point in their lives.
We will be asked to adjust our plans, change course, and even
encounter suffering and death. Where do we learn all of the
lessons we need to live life well? Some of them we learn along
the way but much of what we bring to life, positive and
negative, comes from our early beginnings, our families. This is
our early world and provides the blueprint for how we see the
bigger, more inclusive world, which unfolds before us.
Our families of origin can be sources of grace, heartache, or a
combination of both. Families are intended to be pivotal in
providing us with proper social structure and understanding,
a support system, lessons about relationships and communication, and the unconditional acceptance and love we so
desperately crave. They can also determine whether we have an accessible and healthy relationship with God. Many of life’s
challenges can literally bring us to our knees and require that we possess a strength of character that resides well beyond
the superficialities of our world. At some point we will all need three coping gifts that can be given to us only by God: faith,
hope, and love. Our families help us learn that we are not the ones responsible for their creation, but God!
Our experience of early family life colors all of our relationships and what we expect to achieve from life in general.
Resolving conflicts, dealing with difficulty and suffering, celebrating accomplishments, prioritizing our needs, listening to
God’s call, understanding relationships, understanding disappointment, learning about the
virtues and living a centered, focused life are all lessons our families either succeed in teaching or
do not. To succeed, as God has designed and ordered our world, is to discover his presence and
then trust that Presence. The Holy Family can teach even the most dysfunctional family how to
best use God’s gifts of faith, hope, and love to find him and do his will. Their simple humble
example is always before us, showing us the way. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!
©LPi
This weekend’s Feast of the Holy Family is a celebration in honor of Jesus, his mother, and his legal father, St. Joseph, as a
family and to present them as a model for all Christian families. Scripture tells us practically nothing about the first years
and the boyhood of the Child Jesus. All we know are the facts of the sojourn in Egypt, the return to Nazareth, and the
incidents that occurred when the 12-year-old boy accompanied his parents to Jerusalem. The Church hurries over this
period of Christ's life with equal brevity. The general breakdown of the family, however, at the end of the past century and
at the beginning of our own, prompted the popes, especially the far-sighted Leo XIII, to promote the observance of this feast
with the hope that it might instill into Christian families something of the faithful love and the devoted attachment that
characterize the family of Nazareth. The primary purpose of the Church in instituting and promoting this feast is to present
the Holy Family as the model and exemplar of all Christian families.
—Excerpted from With Christ Through the Year, Rev. Bernard Strasser, O.S.B.
A PRAYER FOR THE HOLY FAMILY
O God, who were pleased to give us the shining example of the Holy Family, graciously grant that we
may imitate them in practicing the virtues of family life and in the bonds of charity, and so, in the joy of
your house, delight one day in eternal rewards. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

CD of the Week: Making
P.E.A.C.E. With Difficult People
Dr. Gregory and Lisa Popcak, through a five-part P.E.A.C.E. process, offer powerful
insights to help you work through difficult situations with the people in your life.
This system will assist you in resolving problems and work towards more fully
reconciling with them Full of practical guidance, this presentation will show you
how to better love and relate to the difficult people in your life.
Pick up a copy of this CD in the Narthex. Suggested donation is $4.
.

Parish Financial Stewardship Summary
Due to holiday deadlines, the
Financial Stewardship Summary
for recent weeks will be listed in
subsequent bulletins.
Thank you for your generous support.
When making decisions in your estate
planning, please give prayerful
consideration to St. John’s Parish.

Raffle Calendar Winners

St. John the Evangelist is a Roman 12/14/2020 Jennifer & Mike Andersen $ 25
Catholic Eucharistic community 12/15/2020 Robert Sadowski
$ 25
faithful to the values and traditions
12/16/2020 Debbie Koch
$ 25
of the Church.
12/17/2020 Joan Gozdowiak
$ 25
We strive to live our faith every
$ 25
day, to embrace stewardship, and 12/18/2020 Andrew Lindquist
to be nurtured by continuous
Due to holiday deadlines, winners for 12/19
Christian Formation.
and 12/20 will be listed in the next bulletin.

A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR BY DEBBIE MCDANIEL
Thank You for making all things new. Thank You for all that You have allowed into our lives this past year, the good along
with the hard things, which have reminded us how much we need You and rely on Your presence filling us every single day.
We pray for Your Spirit to lead us each step of this New Year. We ask that You will guide our decisions and turn our hearts
to deeply desire You above all else. We ask that You will open doors needing to be opened and close the ones needing to be
shut tight. We ask that You would help us release our grip on the things to which You have said “no,” “not yet,” or “wait.”
We ask for help to pursue You first, above every dream and desire You have put within our hearts.
We ask for Your wisdom, for Your strength and power to be constantly present within us. We pray You would make us
strong and courageous for the road ahead. Give us ability beyond what we feel able, let Your gifts flow freely through us, so
that You would be honored by our lives, and others would be drawn to You.
We pray that You keep us far from the snares and traps of temptations, that You
would whisper in our ear when we need to run, and whisper in our heart when we
need to stand our ground. We pray for Your protection over our families and
friends. We ask for Your hand to cover us and keep us distanced from the evil
intent of the enemy; that You would be a barrier to surround us, that we’d be safe in
Your hands. We pray that You would give us discernment and insight beyond our
years, to understand Your will, hear Your voice, and know Your ways.
We ask that you would keep our footsteps firm, on solid ground, helping us to be consistent and faithful. Give us
supernatural endurance to stay the course, not swerving to the right or to the left, or being too easily distracted by other
things that would seek to call us away from a close walk with You. Forgive us for the times we have worked so hard to be
self-sufficient, forgetting our need for You, living independent of Your spirit. Forgive us for letting fear and worry control
our minds, and for allowing pride and selfishness to wreak havoc over our lives. Forgive us for not following Your ways and
for living distant from your presence.
We ask that You make all things new, in our hearts, in our minds, and in our lives, for this coming year. Keep Your words of
truth planted firmly within us, help us to keep focused on what is pure and right, give us the power to be obedient to Your
word. And when the enemy reminds us where we have been, hissing his lies and attacks our way, we trust that Your voice
speaks louder and stronger, as You remind us we are safe with You and Your purposes and plans will not fail. We ask that
You will be our defense and rear guard, keeping our way clear, removing the obstacles, and covering the pitfalls. Lord, lead
us on your level ground.

We ask that You would provide for our needs, we ask for Your grace and favor. We pray for Your blessings to cover us, we
pray that You would help us to prosper and make every plan that You have birthed in our heart to succeed. We pray that
others would take notice of Your goodness and could not help but to say, “These are the ones that the Lord has blessed.”
Help us to be known as great givers, help us to be generous and kind, help us to look to the needs of others and not be
consumed by only our own.
May we be lovers of truth, may the fruits of Your spirit be evident in our lives - Your love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Shine Your light in us, through us, over us. May we make a difference in
this world. May all Your plans succeed. May we reflect Your peace and hope to a world that so desperately needs your
presence and healing. To You be glory and honor, in this New Year, and forever. Amen.
Bulletin Deadline for Jan. 3, 2021 is Noon,
Monday, Dec. 28. Please send your announcements
to: rectory@stjohns-grfd.org.
.

In Prayer: The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph
MONDAY, DECEMBER 28 (The Holy Innocents, Martyrs)
8:00am †Frank & Harold Wendler - Family
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29 (St. Thomas Becket, Bishop)
8:00am †Donald Charlier - Shary Charlier
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30
8:00am Int. of Virginia Panfil - St. John’s Elder Ministry
†Mary Ellen Fridl - James Schlater
†Kenny Degenhardt - Diane & John Oakland
Int. of Agatha Ryou - Ann
†Janet Sweet - Mom

MONDAY, DECEMBER 28
8:00am Mass followed by Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet
No School
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29
8:00am Mass followed by St. Anthony Devotion, Rosary
& Divine Mercy Chaplet
No School

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 (St. Sylvester I, Pope)
8:00am †Joseph Kulpa - Dorothy
4:00pm Int. of Gregory Popowycz - Grandpa
& Grandma
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1 (The Octave Day of the Nativity of the
Lord; Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God)
9:30am Int. of the Park Family - Ann
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2 (St. Basil the Great, Bishop, St.
Gregory Nazianzen, Bishop)
8:00am Int. of Donna Kresheck - Family
4:30pm For the Members of St. John’s Parish
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3 (Epiphany of the Lord)
8:00am †Nicholas Sherbert - May His Soul Go
To Heaven - Brook Voelkel
9:30am †Len Felske, Sr. - St. John’s Respect
Life Committee
11:00am For the Souls in Purgatory
Int. of Kristin Park - Family
Int. of Kimberly Heiman - Eva M. Gengler
†Peter Pascavage - Lon & Mary Jo Gundrum
†Mary O. Daly - Swart Family

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31
8:00am Mass followed by Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet
No School
12:00pm Parish Office Closes Early
4:00pm Holy Day Mass of Anticipation

J

This Week’s Sanctuary & Tabernacle Candles are lit for the
Intention of the Ryou Family. To reserve candles, please call
or visit the parish office. The cost is $3 per candle.

Parish & School Staff Directory
Parish Office: 414-321-1965
Parish Fax: 414-321-4407
Parish Hall: 414-321-5940
Parish Gym:414-321-0079
Website: www.stjohns-grfd.org

Pastor: Very Rev. Michael F. Merkt
mmerkt@stjohns-grfd.org
Deacon: Steven F. Pemper 414-737-5023
spemper@aol.com
Director of Administrative Services:
Denise Kasulke
dkasulke@stjohns-grfd.org
Director of Liturgy and Music:
Karen Schulteis
kschulteis@stjohns-grfd.org
Director of Religious Education:
414-530-5770
Austin Rahill
arahill@stjohns-grfd.org
Bookkeeper: George Pitman, Jr.
gpitman@stjohns-grfd.org
Parish Secretary: Jan Sadlon
rectory@stjohns-grfd.org
School Office: 414-321-8540
School Fax: 414-321-4450
School Website: www.sje.k12.wi.us
Principal: Mary Laidlaw-Otto
principal@sje.k12.wi.us
School Secretary: Mary Jo Kaminski
mkaminski@sje.k12.wi.us
.

This Week at St. John the Evangelist

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30
8:00am Mass followed by Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet
No School

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1
9:30am Holy Day Mass followed Rosary & Divine Mercy
Chaplet
No School
Parish Office Closed
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
8:00am Mass followed by Confessions during Mother
of Perpetual Help Devotion, Rosary &
Divine Mercy Chaplet
SCRIP Sales After 4:30 Mass
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
SCRIP Sales After All Masses

St. John the Evangelist Parish
Parish Office Hours:

Monday - Thursday: 8:00am to 5:00pm
Friday: 8:00am to 12:00pm
Closed Saturdays, Sundays & Holidays

Weekend Masses:
Weekday Masses:

Saturday, 4:30pm; Sunday, 8:00am,
9:30am and 11:00am
Monday through Saturday at 8:00am

Confessions:
Anointing of the Sick:

Friday & Saturday: 8:30am
No Anointing Until Further Notice

Baptism:

Third Sunday at 11:45am. Please call
the parish office to schedule.
Pre-Baptismal Class is required for
parents with the first child.

Marriage:

Contact the parish office at least six
months before intended date of marriage.

Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults:
(RCIA)

Adults interested in Communion,
Baptism, and/or Confirmation are asked to
contact the Religious Education office.

Parish Membership:

Families and single adults (over 18) are
asked to visit the parish office to register.

Perpetual Adoration of Use entrance along the south side of
the Blessed Sacrament the church, please wear a mask.
Sick & Shut-Ins:

Call the parish office to arrange for
Confession and Communion.

John’s Custom Carpentry, LLC
New Construction to Remodel

BEL-OAK APARTMENTS
8811 W. Oklahoma Ave.

John Konop, Ryan Konop

(414) 543-4579

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

414-543-3234
jkonop2@wi.rr.com

Quality Is Our Business

RAY’S BUTCHER SHOPPE
Sunday Special
6 Rolls Free with the
Purchase of 1 # Hot Ham
4640 W. Loomis Rd.
Greenfield

www.bel-oak.com
Immediate Occupancy, 2 Bedroom,
2 Bath, All Appliances, Underground
Parking, Elevator, Exceptionally Clean

for more info

David A. Radke, D.C.

www.maxsass.com

4353 S. Howell Ave.

414-483-3550

423-1322

James A. Sass, Steven J. Sass,
Mike Kremski

Parish Member

BRUSKIEWITZ

5133 S. 108th St.

FUNERAL HOME

414-425-1010

Celebrating 100 Years of Service ~ 1912 - 2012

5355 W. Forest Home Ave.
414-321-1700

Pre-Need Lunch & Learn Seminars Held
Monthly Call 414-649-1739

RADKE CHIROPRACTIC

Hales Corners
Open Monday - Saturday 7am-8pm

PATRICK R. OSZEWSKI

Full line
of
Custom Window
Treatments

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Parish Member
Real Estate, Family Law, Estate Planning,
Probate, Wills & Trusts

Professional Installation & Repairs
9034 W. National Ave • West Allis, WI 53227

Phone (414) 453-8500
1011 N. Mayfair Road

414-321-1850 • www.kathysshadeshop.com

Wauwatosa

tax planning. tax preparation. simplified.

30% Off

WE TAKE CARE OF ALL YOUR TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE NEEDS

4440 S.108TH ST - 414-425-7100

Tax Preparation

Joe Roubik, Tax Specialist
414.316.6006

Tax return prices are based on the specific
forms/schedules needed less the 30% discount.

jroubik@focusedtax.com

Schedule Direct: https://meetme.so/JoeRoubik

www.krausefuneralhome.com

www.nolanaccounting.com
(414) 425-5690

Contact Jeff Tkachuk • jtkachuk@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2513

11262714

Kaleb Widmier
414-546-4550

kalebwidmier1@allstate.com
© 2019 Allstate Insurance Co.

WEST ALLIS AUTO BODY

TWO GUYS

Complete Auto Body Repair & Painting

EXPERIENCED & HONEST

8808 W. National Avenue
Bus.: 327-4140 - Towing: 476-8697
www.westallisautobodyrepair.com

STEVE JAMBOR-STORE LEADER
PARISH MEMBER
VISIT US AT: WWW.RICHLONNS.COM

262-786-8009

*New clients only

AUTOMOTIVE

DOMESTIC & FOREIGN CAR & TRUCK REPAIRS

Nate Krause		
Mike Heerey
Hwy 100 at Coldspring
414-235-3465
www.twoguysautomotive.com

Compliments of

Now Serving Breakfast
9am-Noon Sat & Sun.

CROWN METAL
COMPANY, INC.

10539 W Forest Home Ave. • Hales Corners

414-377-9392
www.hale-house.com

11111 W. Janesville Rd.
Hales Corners, WI 53130

425-9797

hartsonfuneralhome.com
We invite you to compare

GREENFIELD HIGHLANDS

1 bed, 1 bed + Den, 2 bed, 2 bed + Den
Underground parking • Additional Storage
Upgraded finishes, in unit washer/dryer
Clubhouse, Pool, Fitness Center
Pet Friendly, restrictions apply
thegreenfieldhighlands.com • 414-455-7105
gfh@forestgreenrealty.com

Funeral Homes & Cremation Services
10210 W. Lincoln Ave. ~ 414-546-4342 ~ bvfh.net
Family Owned & Operated Since 1989

EUGENE L. KALUZNY
Attorney at Law

Five Locations to Serve You
4800 S. 84th St., Greenfield
6615 W. Oklahoma Ave., Milwaukee

281-5533

www.heritagefuneral.com

• Parish Member • 40+ Years Experience
PRACTICE LIMITED TO: Wills, Living Trust,
Probate of Estates, Real Estate Transactions,
KALUZNY LAW OFFICES, S.C.
PHONE: 321-1449
6510 West Forest Home Avenue, Suite 1

SCHWEITZER’S
LAWN EQUIPMENT
SALES & SERVICE

6437 W. Forest Home Ave., Greenfield, WI 53220

Phone: 543-2557

Health | Medicare
Small Group
Life | Supplemental
Stephen Roenneburg, Licensed Insurance Agent
C 414-322-2801 | F 262-754-6012
Steve.Roenneburg@HealthMarkets.com
www.HealthMarkets.com/Steve.Roenneburg

St. John the Evangelist
stjohns-grfd.org

www.schweitzersservice.com

pizzeriascotty.com
Visit our website for
our entire menu & coupons
Specialists in Carry-Out & Delivery
9809 W. Oklahoma Avenue

(414) 543-1300

Advance Tree Maintenance
• Tree & Stump Removal • Lot Clearings
• 55-100 Ft. Lift Trucks Available
• Pruning & Disease Control
• Tricky Tree Removal Experts
FREE ESTIMATES | Insured

Jim Pike (Arborist) | (414) 282-6777
4554 S. 48th St. • Greenfield

WENTA

Funeral
Home

MONUMENT CO.
We Do Our Own Work
Mon. thru Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-3

3552 S. 13th St.

744-3834

www.wentamonuments.com

Family Owned & Operated
5920 W. Lincoln Ave. | 414-541-7533
www.schafffuneralhome.com

ROMAN ELECTRIC

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Residential Work
640 S. 70th St.
414-471-8565

			

ARE YOU LOOKING TO
BUY, SELL, OR INVEST IN REAL ESTATE?
I WANT TO BE YOUR REALTOR

A promise to my clients:
“Together we are going
to achieve more!”

Mention this Ad and 5% of commissions will go to St. John the Evangelist with contractual agreement.

Since 1980

“TOMORROW’S FLOORING TODAY”
Carpet - Vinyl - Laminate - Hardwood
Ceramic - Window Treatments
4820 W. Loomis Rd.
Greenfield, WI
414-744-9400

2142 E. Moreland Blvd.
Waukesha, WI
262-524-1455

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

262-455-6645
Dee.Medina@kw.com
Each office is independently owned and operated.

St. John, Greenfield, WI

A 4C 01-0565

