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From the Pastor’s Desk
Please take a few minutes this week to ponder the words of Don Hying, Bishop of Madison:

LETTER FROM BISHOP DON HYING

Fr. Michael

The attacks, accusations, and demands fly in from every side:
“You supported Trump in the election and are complicit in the attack on the Capital.”
“You are in the back pocket of the Democratic Party.” “You made abortion the only issue in the election.”
“You were not vocal enough in defense of life.” “You need to help stop the steal.”
“I demand that you publicly affirm that Biden is the legitimate president.”
“I am leaving the Church because you are too (take your pick)
...conservative, liberal, silent, vocal, weak, strong.”

These are all messages I and probably every bishop in the country have been inundated with these past months and it is
actually getting worse. The anger and vitriol is palpably toxic.
Our cultural, political, and social divisions, exacerbated by COVID; the elections; and the violence in our streets and cities
have unfortunately entered into the Church and are seriously wounding our unity in Christ. We now seem to have Biden
Catholics and Trump Catholics, perhaps just the latest incarnation of traditional and progressive Catholics, but a division
that is louder, angrier, and far less compromising than all the previous rifts in the Body of Christ. Any words of moderation,
actions of conciliation, benefit of the doubt given to another point of view, or attempt to find middle ground is dismissed as
betrayal and disloyalty to the truth.
Most Catholics are simply trying to live their faith, focus on Jesus Christ, become holy, and do God’s will. Many people had
questions and concerns about some of President Trump’s policies and actions, as many do about President Biden. The
Catholic bishops of the United States called abortion the “preeminent” issue facing our nation because of its intrinsic evil as
the deliberate taking of human life in its fragile beginnings, but “preeminent” does not mean “only.” I articulated this point
in my letter last September. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has always tried to work with every
presidential administration, supporting policies and programs consonant with moral teaching and resisting those which are
not. The fact that President Biden is a baptized Catholic who attends Mass and asserts faith as the guiding principle of his
life gives greater urgency to the need to challenge those of his policies which are opposed to moral teaching based on the
natural law. Some may mistakenly assume the Church is taking political sides, but Her actions are always inspired by the
truth of God’s revelation and the dignity of the human person. And that cuts both ways, as the Word of God is “sharper
than a two-edged sword.” Hebrews 4:12
All Catholics have to be careful to engage in political life in a manner that reflects the Gospel, but clergy need to exercise
special caution so that their political activity is consistent with their vocation in the Church. Bishops, priests and deacons,
as individuals and citizens, obviously can vote and hold political opinions. As pastoral leaders and members of the
hierarchy, however, our task is to preach and teach the Catholic faith to the laity and to lay out the revealed priority of
moral issues (and indeed for pastors to fail to preach the truths of our faith is to fail in loving our people). The task of the
laity is to form their consciences and apply the teachings of the Church to the spheres of politics, economy, society, and
culture. Clerics should not be publicly voicing overt and purely political opinions regarding individuals, parties, election
results, the current news cycle, nor engaging in ad hominem attacks. Such actions threaten to politicize the Church and divide our people even more. Furthermore, canon law places legitimate limits on clerical engagement in political activities.
This is not a matter of being timid or politically correct, remaining neutral on moral issues, or protecting the Church’s tax
exempt status, but of acknowledging and honoring the respective roles of the clergy and the lay faithful.
I have a suggestion for everyone, including myself. Let’s spend these months leading up to Easter in deeper prayer, penance,
and almsgiving. Instead of pointing accusatory fingers at others, let’s point one at ourselves. How can I be more patient,
kind, gentle, and compassionate to others, especially those I disagree with? Get off social media and get in front of the
Blessed Sacrament. Stop watching so much news and start reading the Good News. Spend the time on volunteer service to
help the poor instead of writing angry emails. Examine your conscience regarding the sins of calumny, rash judgement,
violent anger, and malicious speech. And then go to confession. (continued on next page)
Would you pray for a priest each day? “Be close to your priests with your affection and with your
prayers that they may always be shepherds according to God’s heart.” ~ Pope Francis
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From the Principal’s Desk
Last Wednesday, we began our preparations for Easter with our Ash Wednesday liturgy. In a normal year,
we would have celebrated Paczki with Pop on Fat Tuesday, inviting all of our dads, granddads, uncles, and
friends into our building for some early morning treats and conversation. This year, members of our Home
and School braved the extremely cold weather and provided drive-through paczki and coffee for our
parents. Although this certainly can’t match fellowship in our building, it is a wonderful way to let our
parents know how important they are to us!
Our children will focus on fasting, prayer, and almsgiving throughout the Lenten season. We love
the season of Lent. It is an opportunity to take some time for quiet activities before the busy spring
season begins. Our children will benefit greatly from time spent in Adoration, and frequent classroom opportunities for
prayer. Our students (and staff members) will abstain from unnecessary treats. We also encourage our students to consider
giving up a bad habit. Unkind words toward family members and other students are often a struggle for our children. Lent is
the perfect time to stop and consider how we can improve our relationship with God, and with each other.

Mary Laidlaw-Otto

In addition, our students will receive Reconciliation and we will gather to pray the Stations of the Cross each Friday
afternoon. Unfortunately, this year we are not able to invite our families or parishioners to join us as we pray the Stations.
Please consider stopping whatever you are doing each Friday afternoon and saying a quick prayer for our students. Your
prayers support the efforts of our teachers and students as we all travel on the path to Heaven.

Together in God’s Name.

LETTER FROM BISHOP DON HYING (continued)
I am not implying that we should be silent in the face of evil, injustice, and wrongdoing, but we need to stick with the moral
issues and refrain from the personal attacks. If we do not even desire to heal the divisions among us, how can we ever
rediscover our unity in Christ? The painful experience of these past months tells me that we as fallen human beings can
become divisively tribal. We instinctively associate with people who think, act, and live as we do. While this may be a
reflexive human response due to our fallen nature, Jesus Christ calls us to a far greater reality, indeed a supernatural unity,
founded in the very life of the Most Blessed Trinity. Jesus served, loved, died, and rose from the dead to establish a New
Covenant in His Blood, a redeemed humanity of every race, tribe, and tongue, incorporating every culture, nationality, class
and people into the Church. For us Christians, water is thicker than blood, for the communion we discover in the waters of
Baptism is far deeper and significant than the ties of race, nation, political party, and even family. If we are bound together
in Christ as His Mystical Body, then how can we keep tearing each other apart? We are brothers and sisters in Christ.
“But if you go on biting and devouring one another, beware that you are not consumed by one another.” Galatians 5:15
Blessings and prayers,
+Donald J. Hying
Bishop of Madison

THE JUBILEE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH - ST. JOSEPH PRAYER

St. Joseph, by the obedience which Jesus rendered to you, make me
always obedient to the will of God.

24-HOUR EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

“Perpetual Adoration, Eucharistic Adoration offers to our people the opportunity to join those in religious life to pray for the
salvation of the world, souls everywhere and peace on earth. We cannot underestimate the power of prayer and the
difference it will make in our world.”
—St. Teresa of Calcutta
St. John’s is fortunate to have 24-hour Perpetual Adoration. Please take advantage of this beautiful opportunity to stay close
to God. Hand sanitizer is available at the Adoration entrance (south side of Church) and we ask that you wear a mask and
stay at least six feet from others while in Church.

CD of the Week:
The Jewish Roots of Holy Week

.

Holy Week is the holiest week of the year. But why do we call the entire week “holy?”
Does anything important happen on the days between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday?
Follow Scripture scholar and professor Dr. Brant Pitre as he walks through each of the
seven days of Holy Week, and explains how the words and actions of Jesus on the last
seven days of His life are deeply significant, relevant, and rooted in the Old Testament.
Enter Holy Week and make it your most life-changing week yet.
Pick up a copy of this CD in the Narthex. Suggested donation is $4.

Parish Financial Stewardship Summary
Week Ending February 12, 2021
Stewardship Offering $19,075
Offertory
$ 7 54
Building Fund
$ 3,753
Thank you for your generous support.
When making decisions in your estate
planning, please give prayerful
consideration to St. John’s Parish.

Raffle Calendar Winners

Fiscal Year-to-date Information
July 1, 2020 to February 12, 2021
Goal for Fiscal YTD
Amount Collected*
Difference:
(Deficit)/Surplus

$551,268
$579,674

$

28,406

*Includes weekly/monthly/electronic
offerings, offertory & holy day offerings

2/8/2021

Mary M. Robinson

$ 25

2/9/2021

Joseph & Cecelia Kurz

$ 25

2/10/2021 Russ Falkowski

$ 25

2/11/2021 Lan Nguyen

$ 25

2/12/2021 Jake & Aly Addis

$ 25

2/13/2021 Karen & Alan Krumnow $ 25
2/14/2021 Anna Marie Frye

$ 50

Parishioner News
St. John the Evangelist is a Roman Catholic Eucharistic community faithful to the values and traditions of the Church. We
strive to live our faith every day, to embrace stewardship, and to be nurtured by continuous Christian Formation.
We welcome the following children
who will be baptized this Sunday
into our parish community:
Peyton Rae Van Dusen
and Ava Elise Condecon-Acker
May God bless them and their parents and families, as they
continue to grow in God’s love.

REDISCOVER THE BEAUTY OF THE MASS THIS LENT
Relevant Radio is offering
“40 Lenten Lessons on the
Mass” with Rev. Francis J.
Hoffman (“Father Rocky”).
Sign up at:
https://relevantradio.com.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY UPDATE

The St. John’s Prayer Shawl Ministry has blessed prayer shawls, lap blankets, fingerless
gloves and ‘twiddlemuffs.’ What are ‘twiddlemuffs,’ you may ask? They are for people with
dementia to put their hands into and twiddle with the numerous trinkets that are
attached. All of these items are available FREE to anyone, to bring comfort in a time of
need. To request items, please call the Parish Office at 414-321-1965 or email to:
rectory@stjohns-grfd.org. We pray that the recipients of these lovely stitched creations will
be touched by God's love and amazing grace. If you have yarn to donate to the ministry,
please drop it off at the Parish Office. Blessings to all!

LENTEN SPIRITUAL ADOPTION EVENT

The Lenten Spiritual Adoption Event was to begin last weekend. However, due to the extreme cold weather, the kickoff
was moved to this weekend. After all Masses, parishioners and guests can pick up either a pink or blue prayer card or one of
each! The cards contain a special prayer for the unborn, and a space for you to add the name of your adopted unborn child.
You can pick any name that you like, boy or girl. You will be making a commitment to recite this prayer for your child each
day during Lent. The Respect Life Committee especially encourages kids and teens to join in. They need everyone to
remember our preborn brothers and sisters, with their prayers and sacrifices during Lent. Members of the Respect Life
Committee will be in the narthex to answer any questions you may have.
Also, the “40 Days for Life” campaign, which started at the beginning of Lent, fits in
perfectly with your prayers for your spiritually-adopted preborn child so please include
both with your daily “40 Days for Life” prayers.

RESPECT LIFE HOLY HOUR

Just a reminder of the Holy Hour for the unborn babies that occurs every fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm. Please
join parishioners and guests this coming Wednesday, February 24. As Catholics, we have an obligation to pray for these
children and their moms.

RETREAT FOR MEN

A retreat for men will be held Friday, February 26 to Sunday, February
28 at the Perpetual Help Retreat Center in Oconomowoc. Check in is
between 6:00pm and 6:30pm on Friday. The retreat starts at 7:00pm
and runs through Noon on Sunday. Car pooling is available. Social
distancing and mask wearing will be required. For details and to sign
up, please contact Ron Heser at 414-448-7117 or call the retreat center
at 262-567-6900.
.

Bulletin Deadline is Noon
Monday. Please send your
announcements to:
rectory@stjohns-grfd.org.

In Prayer: First Sunday of Lent
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22 (The Chair of St. Peter
the Apostle)
8:00am †Mariano Crivello - Wife Ida
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 (St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr)
8:00am †Ray Freiberg - MaryCay Freiberg
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
8:00am Int. of Noah Nussberger - Kresheck Family
10:00am Marian Nussberger - Doris Kresheck (Private)
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25
8:00am †Hugo Harty - Family
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26 (Abstinence)
8:00am †Tom Urbaniak - Rob Sura
Int. of Jung Kim - Ann Park
†Dorothy Nettesheim - Therese Nettesheim
†Jose Martinez - Maria Dentici & Theresa
Bieszk
†Jose Delgado - Crivello Family
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
8:00am A Troubled Soul - Diana Holtorf
4:30pm †Audrey M. Rausch - Esther Soike
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 (Second Sunday of Lent)
8:00am †Alex & Bernice Pavletich - Daughter
†Mary Ellen Fridl - Colleen Gibson
†Janet Majhenich - Marta & Janez Mejac
†Sr. Marie Juan Maney, OP - Therese
Nettesheim
†Jose Martinez - Maria Dentici & Theresa
Bieszk
9:30am †Marianne Leinstock - Mom
11:00am For the Members of St. John’s Parish
J

This Week’s Sanctuary & Tabernacle Candles are lit for the
Intention of our Country. To reserve candles, please call or
visit the parish office. The cost is $3 per candle.

Parish & School Staff Directory
Parish Office: 414-321-1965
Parish Hall: 414-321-5940
Parish Gym:414-321-0079
Website: www.stjohns-grfd.org
Live Stream: www.youtube.com/c/SJEGreenfield
Pastor: Very Rev. Michael F. Merkt mmerkt@stjohns-rfd.org
Deacon: Steven F. Pemper 414-737-5023 spemper@aol.com
Director of Administrative Services:
Denise Kasulke
dkasulke@stjohns-grfd.org
Director of Liturgy and Music:
Karen Schulteis
kschulteis@stjohns-grfd.org
Director of Religious Education:
414-530-5770
Austin Rahill
Austin_rahill@yahoo.com
Bookkeeper & Building & Grounds:
George Pitman, Jr.
gpitman@stjohns-grfd.org
Parish Secretary: Jan Sadlon
rectory@stjohns-grfd.org
School Office: 414-321-8540
School Website: www.sje.k12.wi.us

.

Principal: Mary Laidlaw-Otto

principal@sje.k12.wi.us

School Secretary: Mary Jo Kaminski

mkaminski@sje.k12.wi.us

This Week at St. John the Evangelist
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22
8:00am Mass followed by Rosary & Divine Mercy
Chaplet
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23
8:00am Mass followed by St. Anthony Devotion, Rosary
& Divine Mercy Chaplet
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
8:00am Mass followed by Rosary & Divine Mercy
Chaplet
6:30pm Stations of the Cross
7:00pm Respect Life Holy Hour
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25
8:00am Mass followed by Rosary & Divine Mercy
Chaplet
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26
8:00am Mass followed by Confessions during Rosary
& Divine Mercy Chaplet
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
7:00am St. John’s Men’s Group - Hall
8:00am Mass followed by Confessions during Mother
of Perpetual Help Devotion, Rosary &
Divine Mercy Chaplet
SCRIP Sales After 4:30 Mass
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
SCRIP Sales After All Masses

St. John the Evangelist Parish
Monday - Thursday: 8:00am - 5:00pm
Friday: 8:00am - 12:00pm
Closed Saturdays, Sundays
and Holidays
Weekend Masses:
Saturday, 4:30pm; Sunday, 8:00am,
9:30am and 11:00am
Weekday Masses:
Monday through Saturday at 8:00am
Confessions:
Friday and Saturday: 8:30am
Anointing of the Sick: No Anointing Until Further Notice
Baptism:
Third Sunday at 11:45am. Please call
the parish office to schedule.
Pre-Baptismal Class is required for
parents with their first child.
Marriage:
Contact the parish office at least six
months before intended date of marriage.
Rite of Christian
Adults interested in Communion,
Initiation of Adults:
Baptism, and/or Confirmation are asked
to contact the Religious Education office.
(RCIA)
Parish Membership:
Families and single adults (over 18) are
asked to register in the parish office.
Perpetual Adoration of Use the entrance along the south side of
the Blessed Sacrament the church, and please wear a mask.
Sick & Shut-Ins:
Call the parish office to arrange for
Confession and Communion.
Parish Office Hours:

BEL-OAK APARTMENTS
8811 W. Oklahoma Ave.

(414) 543-4579
www.bel-oak.com
Immediate Occupancy, 2 Bedroom,
2 Bath, All Appliances, Underground
Parking, Elevator, Exceptionally Clean

RAY’S BUTCHER SHOPPE
Sunday Special
6 Rolls Free with the
Purchase of 1 # Hot Ham
4640 W. Loomis Rd.
Greenfield

for more info

David A. Radke, D.C.

www.maxsass.com

4353 S. Howell Ave.

414-483-3550

423-1322

James A. Sass, Steven J. Sass,
Mike Kremski

Parish Member

BRUSKIEWITZ

5133 S. 108th St.

FUNERAL HOME

414-425-1010

Celebrating 100 Years of Service ~ 1912 - 2012

5355 W. Forest Home Ave.
414-321-1700

Pre-Need Lunch & Learn Seminars Held
Monthly Call 414-649-1739

RADKE CHIROPRACTIC

Hales Corners
Open Monday - Saturday 7am-8pm

PATRICK R. OSZEWSKI

Full line
of
Custom Window
Treatments

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Parish Member
Real Estate, Family Law, Estate Planning,
Probate, Wills & Trusts

Professional Installation & Repairs
9034 W. National Ave • West Allis, WI 53227

Phone (414) 453-8500
1011 N. Mayfair Road

414-321-1850 • www.kathysshadeshop.com

Wauwatosa

tax planning. tax preparation. simplified.

30% Off

jroubik@focusedtax.com

Tax return prices are based on the specific
forms/schedules needed less the 30% discount.

Schedule Direct: https://meetme.so/JoeRoubik

*New clients only

St. John the Evangelist
stjohns-grfd.org

TWO GUYS

Complete Auto Body Repair & Painting

EXPERIENCED & HONEST

Bus.: 327-4140 - Towing: 476-8697
www.westallisautobodyrepair.com

4440 S.108TH ST - 414-425-7100
STEVE JAMBOR-STORE LEADER
PARISH MEMBER
VISIT US AT: WWW.RICHLONNS.COM

262-786-8009

www.krausefuneralhome.com

www.nolanaccounting.com
(414) 425-5690

WEST ALLIS AUTO BODY
8808 W. National Avenue

WE TAKE CARE OF ALL YOUR TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE NEEDS

Tax Preparation

Joe Roubik, Tax Specialist
414.316.6006

Compliments of

Now Serving Breakfast
9am-Noon Sat & Sun.

CROWN METAL
COMPANY, INC.

10539 W Forest Home Ave. • Hales Corners

414-377-9392
www.hale-house.com

11111 W. Janesville Rd.
Hales Corners, WI 53130

425-9797

hartsonfuneralhome.com
We invite you to compare

AUTOMOTIVE

Funeral Homes & Cremation Services
10210 W. Lincoln Ave. ~ 414-546-4342 ~ bvfh.net
Family Owned & Operated Since 1989

DOMESTIC & FOREIGN CAR & TRUCK REPAIRS

Nate Krause		
Mike Heerey
Hwy 100 at Coldspring
414-235-3465
www.twoguysautomotive.com

GREENFIELD HIGHLANDS

1 bed, 1 bed + Den, 2 bed, 2 bed + Den
Underground parking • Additional Storage
Upgraded finishes, in unit washer/dryer
Clubhouse, Pool, Fitness Center
Pet Friendly, restrictions apply
thegreenfieldhighlands.com • 414-455-7105
gfh@forestgreenrealty.com

Five Locations to Serve You
4800 S. 84th St., Greenfield
6615 W. Oklahoma Ave., Milwaukee

281-5533

www.heritagefuneral.com

SCHWEITZER’S
LAWN EQUIPMENT
SALES & SERVICE

6437 W. Forest Home Ave., Greenfield, WI 53220

Phone: 543-2557
www.schweitzersservice.com

Advance Tree Maintenance

pizzeriascotty.com

• Tree & Stump Removal • Lot Clearings
• 55-100 Ft. Lift Trucks Available
• Pruning & Disease Control
• Tricky Tree Removal Experts
FREE ESTIMATES | Insured

Visit our website for
our entire menu & coupons
Specialists in Carry-Out & Delivery
9809 W. Oklahoma Avenue

Jim Pike (Arborist) | (414) 282-6777
4554 S. 48th St. • Greenfield

(414) 543-1300

WENTA

Funeral
Home

MONUMENT CO.
We Do Our Own Work
Mon. thru Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-3

3552 S. 13th St.

744-3834

www.wentamonuments.com

Family Owned & Operated
5920 W. Lincoln Ave. | 414-541-7533
www.schafffuneralhome.com

ROMAN ELECTRIC

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Residential Work
640 S. 70th St.
414-471-8565

			

Since 1980

“TOMORROW’S FLOORING TODAY”
Carpet - Vinyl - Laminate - Hardwood
Ceramic - Window Treatments
4820 W. Loomis Rd.
Greenfield, WI
414-744-9400

2142 E. Moreland Blvd.
Waukesha, WI
262-524-1455

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Contact Jeff Tkachuk to place an ad today!
jtkachuk@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2513
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