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Our Mission Statement�

��

�We, the family of St. Alphonsus 

Catholic Parish, strengthened by 

Word and Sacrament, strive to 

live out Jesus Christ’s call to 

discipleship by worshiping 

faithfully, serving willingly, and 

growing spiritually.�

5th Sunday of Easter�

�

May 10th, 2020�

Church Office hours: �

8:00 � 4:00 Monday � Friday �

 Closed 11:00 � Noon�

�

St. Alphonsus Web Site�

                                 https://stalphonsus.weconnect.com �

�

“Like” us on Facebook�Saint Alphonsus Mt. Pleasant�
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607 South Jackson St. 

Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641�

319�385�8410�
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Prepare � Study �  Grow Stronger … Since many 

families are at home during this time this would 

be a great time to get signed up with FORMED. 

This can be done on the computer or on any 

handheld device. Go through your Play Store 

and type in FORMED and download the app. If 

asked type in the church’s zip code, 52641. 

There is no cost to the St. Alphonsus 

Parishioners. This is great program for all ages.                

Enjoy FORMED!�

Live Masses can be seen on our YouTube Channel�

Mount Pleasant Saint Alphonsus DRE�

Tuesday through Friday ~ Noon�

Weekend, Saturday ~ 5:30 p.m.�

Or�

To see recorded Masses from �

St. Alphonsus Church and get your own Worship Aid go 

to www.stalphonsus.weconnect.com�

Or�

Facebook �

 Saint Alphonsus Mt. Pleasant�

�

 We will have copies of the Worship Aid in the entry way to 

Manning if you can’t print one.�

Faith Formation News...�

Please check out our website and go to Faith 

Formation and you can find out about the new 

opportunities for all the stages and ages in 

life. Kelley also has a blog on Faith Formation 

news. It’s all new and exciting for everyone! 

Engage your family in lifelong learning.�

�

Do you need help figuring out how to access our 

livestream Masses, webpage resources, or the 

FORMED streaming service? �

You can email questions to Kelley at 

mtpleasantstaldre@diodav.org OR call the office 

(319�385�8410) from 1:00�2:00 on Wednesdays 

and Kelley will try to help with your tech problem.�
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From Bishop Zinkula…�

�� With the rapidly rise of COVID�

19 in Iowa, all church buildings 

in the diocese are to be closed 

to public access beginning 

Saturday, April 4th, 2020 until 

further notice.�

�� Only St. Alphonsus Staff will 

have access to the building.�

�� Call Father Paul to make an 

appointment for confessions.�

If you know of someone, a group 

or even yourself that would  have 

a story for �

“Stories from the Pew” please let 

the office know by emailing the 

story to 

stalphonsus@windstream.net  �

It’s always fun to get to know 

others in our church family.�

Weekly Prayer... �

�

Readings for the week of May 10, 2020�

Sunday:�� Acts 6:1�7/Ps 33:1�2, 4�5, 18�19 [22]/1 Pt 2:4�9/Jn 14:1�12�  �

Monday:� Acts 14:5�18/Ps 115:1�2, 3�4, 15�16 [1ab]/Jn 14:21�26�

Tuesday:� Acts 14:19�28/Ps 145:10�11, 12�13ab, 21 [cf. 12]/Jn 14:27�31a�

Wednesday:� Acts 15:1�6/Ps 122:1�2, 3�4ab, 4cd�5 [cf. 1]/Jn 15:1�8�

Thursday:� Acts 1:15�17, 20�26/Ps 113:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 7�8 [8]/Jn 15:9�17�

Friday:� � Acts 15:22�31/Ps 57:8�9, 10 and 12 [10a]/Jn 15:12�17�

Saturday:� Acts 16:1�10/Ps 100:1b�2, 3, 5 [2a]/Jn 15:18�21�

Next Sunday:� Acts 8:5�8, 14�17/Ps 66:1�3, 4�5, 6�7, 16, 20 [1]/1 Pt 3:15�18/Jn 14:15�21�

�

Observances for the week of May 10, 2020�

Sunday:�� St. Damien of Molokai ~ 5

th

 Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day�

Monday:� St. Ignatius of Laconi� �

Tuesday:� Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; St. Pancras, Martyr �

Wednesday:� Our Lady of Fatima�

Thursday:� St. Matthias, Apostle�

Friday:� � St. Isidore�

Saturday:� St. Simon Stock ~ Armed Forces Day�

Next Sunday:� St. Paschal Baylon ~ 6

th

 Sunday of Easter�

�

To find out more on the Saint of the Day go to  www.catholic.org/saints�

Celebrating Life, Hope and Reasons to Live�

There is a reason for each of us to be here�alive�the young 

and old, the weak and strong, the sick and the healthy. Our 

community of faith should be a place where we protect and 

comfort each other when faced with the issue of suicide. This 

week, we celebrate reasons to live�today and every day.�

May is Mental Health Awareness Month�

Let’s be honest, life can sometimes feel overwhelming and 

challenging. Sometimes events can leave us feeling 

worthless, abandoned, or isolated. St. Alphonsus Church 

seeks to be a caring community that focuses on the hope 

that, in God’s time, life’s challenges can be overcome and 

bad feelings will subside. Through connections within our 

own community, we can find the strength to live out each day 

as God gives it. If that living ever becomes unbearable for 

any one of us, we should know how to access and provide 

connections and support, including the National Suicide 

Prevention Lifeline at 1�800�273�8255 (TALK), a free, 

confidential crisis line available 24/7, anywhere in the U.S. 

www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org�

Faith.Hope.Life. Is a reminder that God loves you and 

knows your struggles. Even when you walk through the 

valley of the shadows and feel that you don’t have the 

strength to face another day, God is with you. God can give 

you help through friends, loved ones, co�workers, members 

of your faith community, your priest, Father Paul Connolly, 

and professionals such as counselors, therapists and 

doctors. They can be God’s heart and God’s listening ear 

when you feel most troubled and alone.�

If you know someone (including yourself) who needs 

help with the difficult challenges of life, has lost hope or 

withdrawn from others, feels trapped like there is no way 

out, or has no will to go on, reach out. �

Let others help. It could make all the difference. �

Where there is help there is hope.�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP…�

 �

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

Witnesses for Jesus�

�

This journey of faith is not always easy. Sometimes the 

greatest wounds are those we suffer when family members 

and friends wander away from God and leave us behind. The 

faith they had when they were younger is now strained, or 

they see the daily walking with Jesus to be too difficult. For 

them, Jesus becomes what Peter wrote about when he 

described Jesus as the stone that causes people to stumble 

and the rock that makes them fall. Our journey is hard 

enough, but watching a loved one stumble and fall is heart�

breaking.�

�

What are we to do in such a situation? Most importantly, we 

pray. We must realize that God is more powerful than us, and 

even if we can’t make them see the truth, He can. Then we 

witness to the transformative power of Jesus by our own 

lives. We need to serve him in word and deed. We should let 

a joy of being a disciple enlighten our faces. Allow Jesus to 

work through us so that others may be drawn to him. Lastly, 

we must never lose hope. Many have walked long journeys 

alone only to find God far down the road. What will it take to 

bring someone to Christ? It might be an action, a word, or an 

emotion. We never know how certain people will be touched. 

That loved one is a gift from God in your life. Place them 

back in God’s hands, and let Him pick them up if they have 

stumbled and fallen.� �

�

�Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

Here is a note from Lifetouch on our Parish Directories…�

Currently we have your directory materials in hand and were in the 

process of creating a proof book for your review. Unfortunately, 

our production facility in Galion, Ohio is temporarily closed due to 

a state mandated order in response to Covid�19. Since proof 

creation is done entirely on�site, the production of your proof has 

been halted until we are permitted to open again. ��The facility will 

reopen as permissible by the government, and in the best interest of 

our team.� Once our production team returns to work, your proof 

will be finalized and sent to you as soon as possible.�

Have you missed out on the minutes for the �

Parish Council Meetings?  Go to ...�

https://stalphonsus.weconnect.com/parish�council�minutes�
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Offertory for Weekend of  May 3, 2020�

�

 �

  Envelopes ………………...$4437.00�

  Catholic Messenger…………..29.00  �

  Volunteers in Latin America..$380.00�

  St. Vincent DePaul………….$380.00�

  �

   �

This is a different time 

for the world, and we 

very much appreciate 

your generosity �

at this time!�

Total: $5,265.00�

Our Parish Staff�

�

Father Paul Connolly�

connollyp@diodav.org�

�

Barb Brown, Office Manager�

stalphonsus@windstream.net�

 Tel 319�385�8410  Fax 319�385�0545�

�

Kelley Tansey, Faith Formation�

mtpleasantstaldre@diodav.org�

319�385�4937�

�

Russell Hill, Custodian�

�

Carmen Heaton, Director of Music�

319�385�9342�

�

Lea McCormick, Choir Director�

�

Bob Cardoni, Parish Council President �

Tom Holtkamp, Finance Council President�

Rest in Peace�

�

Georgia Garvey Horan�

Past Parishioner�

In these times when we cannot have Mass, the 

church still has bills to pay. Did you know that 

you can use Direct Deposit to give to the 

church?  Forms can be found at 

www.stalphonsus.weconnect.com or you can 

stop by or call the Parish Office for more 

information. �

WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT? �

�

�

For all who are interested in joining the Study Group � it isn't too late! 

Watch the first video of the FORMED: Presence series� "God is with Us" 

on your own this week. Download the study guide (the PDF is located in 

the same grouping as the videos on FORMED)� to a device or to print. We 

will have a Zoom video meeting Thursday at 7pm. You will need a link to 

join the meeting. Please send a message before Thursday on Facebook 

requesting the link or send an email to Kelley at 

mtpleasantstaldre@diodav.org or Barb at stalphonsus@windstream.net�

�

REMEMBER � if you want access to the Virtual Gathering Space to 

socialize after Mass you must request the link. Send a message to the 

Facebook page or send message to either Kelley or Barb. The Virtual 

Gathering Space will start about 6:30. There may be a gap as we switch 

from streaming the 5:30 Mass to the Zoom conference. AGAIN� you must 

contact me for the link.�

PRAYER CHAIN�

If you have a prayer request, please call the Father 

or the church office. Also, please contact us if you 

would like to participate in the prayer chain.�

Saints or Sinners? �

�

Question: �

Our prayer group has been reading the lives of some saints, and we were struck by how some of them thought they were 

such sinners. Why would someone so holy think they had such serious sin?�

�

Answer:�

Professional athletes practice the fundamentals of their sport over and over again, reaching for better form, consistency, and 

performance. They focus on the basics, review past performances, and visualize greater success. Practice makes better, if 

not perfect!�

�

Spiritual masters such as the saints also looked for perfection. They practiced their faith in the search for holiness, grace, 

and virtue. Through sacraments, prayer, study, good works, and penance, they raised their level of awareness and their 

sensitivity to the presence of God, the demands of the Gospel, and the workings of the Holy Spirit. They examined their 

consciences daily, reviewing the day for moments of failure and times that they could have been more virtuous in one way or 

another. They resolved to do better, be more attentive, and alert!�

�

Therefore, anything that would distract them or interfere with their relationship with God would be like a small black spot on a 

bright white wall � you can't miss it! The great saints were aware of sin and the presence of evil because they were so 

tuned into the struggle between good and evil that was fought in their own lives, hearts, and souls. �
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PEP 
STOP

901 E. WASHINGTON
MT. PLEASANT, IA  52641

385-4112
Tony & Lynn Fedler

 
Walljasper Imp, LLC

Bob   319-750-2866
Doug   319-470-2053

Aspelmeier, Fisch, power, 
engberg & helling, p.l.c. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

304 N. Locust St., Winfield, IA 

319-257-6700 or 319-754-6587

Free Estimates                       ASE Certified

RIVERSIDE 
COLLISION REPAIR
NICK RIDENOUR, Collision Technician 

Parish Member 
Top Quality Work at Reasonable Rates

2596 Iowa Ave.                   (319) 986-5430 
Mt. Pleasant,IA 52641        (319) 750-4208

204 East Clay                          319-385-4125
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641    Fax 319-385-1949

• Cooling
  • Heating
    • Plumbing

 

Mt. Pleasant
Tire & Service
GARY CRAWFORD

MANAGER
 1305 E. WASHINGTON

MT. PLEASANT, IA 52641
Bus: 319-385-3022

 

Compliments of

RESCHLY CONST. CORP.
OLDS, IOWA

254-2189
Ken & Joyce Reschly

Holaday Satellite Sales
and Service

Since 1991

Jim Holaday
OWNER

219 W. Monroe          1-319-986-6113 
Mt. Pleasant               1-800-696-4539

Authorized Retailer

304 NORTH JEFFERSON  
MOUNT PLEASANT, IOWA 52641 

319.385.8912

VANCE 
 LAW OFFICE
Michael C. Vance

 

101 N. Jefferson St.
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
Ph (319) 385-3736

Jim and Holly Burden, Parishioners
118 S. Main St. - Mt. Pleasant

Office: (319) 385- SOLD  
Cell: (319) 931-0614
hollyburden@lisco.com  
www.cottagerealty.com

 
986- 
5193

907 E. WASHINGTON ST. • MT. PLEASANT, IA 
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE • AUTO REPAIR 

QUALITY WORK AT REASONABLE RATES 
PARISHIONERS

Dr. Matt Donnolly, DC 
204 N. Jefferson Street • Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

319-385-3000
Walk-Ins Welcome!

Furniture - Appliances - Floor Covering 
Cabinetry - Fireplaces

2235 E. Washington • Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
www.wileysinteriors.com

319-385-2726

Wells Fargo Advisors 
Dan McCabe 

Financial Advisor
101 S Cherry St. #4 

Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
319-385-3750

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC   Member SIPC

Mt. Pleasant Lumber
2177 Iowa St., Mt. Pleasant

(319) 385-4800

Lumber Yard - Hardware Store 

Kitchen & Bath Showroom

Helping families connect, 
honor & remember

213 N. Main St., Mt. Pleasant 
319-385-2244 

www.kimzeyfh.com

 

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com 

888-283-2265 • 319-469-3951

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

GAMRATH-DOYLE-VENS
A Tradition of Insurance Excellence

207 S. Harrison St.
Mt. Pleasant, IA

Phone:
385-4240

Bradley L. Shelman, ChFC®, CRPC®

Financial Advisor, Chartered Financial, Consultant®

1580 Mall Dr • Iowa City, IA 52240-3110

319.337.9620

 CONCHA AUDIOLOGY
       LIFE, Love, Hearing 

• Mt. Pleasant • Fort Madison • Keokuk 

Call (319) 385-9030

Mt. Pleasant 

1700 E. Washington 
319-385-2266

Bulbs and Tubes 
LED, Halogen, Incandescent, Fluorescent 

Tubes, Compact, Fluorescent
1000 W. Washington, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641 

 
www.lampline.com     sales@lampline.com

319-385-4622

Authentic Mexican Food, Margaritas, & Mixed Drinks

Daily Lunch Specials 11am-2:30pm | Dinner 4pm-9pm

385-8424
107 S Jeffrerson St, Mt. Pleasant

Precision Color Match • Glass Services
All Insurances Worked With

501 East Railroad St • Wayland

319-256-5185

LET US CARE 
For You And Your Family Like Our Own
101 S. Cherry St Ste 1 • Mt Pleasant, IA

319-330-1755  
www.careathomeiowa.us

319.385.8990
COURTESYDOOR.COM

Franzen Electric
Dennis Franzen

Residential • Farm
Commercial

24 Hour Emergency Service
40 Years of Experience

319-653-2831

      River Ridge Orthodontics
Daniel Garrison, DMD, ABO

Teresa Salino-Hugg, DDS, MS
Orthodontics Specialists 

319-752-2025
www.riverridgeortho.com

Contact David Duran to place an ad today! 
dduran@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2465


