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Our Mission Statement�

��

�We, the family of St. Alphonsus 

Catholic Parish, strengthened by 

Word and Sacrament, strive to 

live out Jesus Christ’s call to 

discipleship by worshiping 

faithfully, serving willingly, and 

growing spiritually.�

�

18th Week in Ordinary Time�

�

August 2, 2020�

Church Office hours: �

8:00 � 4:00 Monday � Friday �

 Closed 11:00 � Noon�

�

             St. Alphonsus Web Site �

                                     http:/www.mtpstalphonsus.org �

�

“Like” us on Facebook�Saint Alphonsus Mt. Pleasant�

St. Alphonsus 

C
a
t
h
o
l
i
c
 
C
h
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r
c
h
 

607 South Jackson St. 

Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641�

319�385�8410�
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Cancelations…�

As most of you know, Old Threshers has been 

postponed until 2021. The Autumn Festival 

Committee discussed the need to cancel the festival 

this fall. Parish Council voted not to have the 

Autumn Festival this year.�

PRAYER CHAIN�

If you have a prayer request, �

please call Father Paul or the church office.�

A BIG Thank You to all the volunteers who have been 

helping at all of the daily and weekend Masses. You 

don’t know how much you are appreciated! Also, 

thank you to the Tansey family for all the hard work 

recording the Mass, lecturing and being servers when 

no one could come to church from the very beginning 

of the pandemic. If you would like to help at a Mass, 

please go to the website and 

click on the Signup Box like the 

one below or sign up at the table 

in the entry way of the church.�

Have you changed addresses �

or phone numbers?�

To keep our parishioner records up�to�

date, please call the Parish Office �

at 319�385�8410.�

If you have not filled out your Census Count �

please go to 2020census.com �

The count determines not only the representation 

our state has in Congress but money that comes 

into our community’s for assistance, roads, mental 

health and other funds. The count is completely 

confidential and your name or status cannot be 

used by any other department.�
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      Offertory for Weekend of  July 26, 2020�

�

Envelopes …...……..…………$3,291.00�

Offertory…………...………...…..$212.00�

Catholic Communications……….$40.00  �

Works of Charity…………..…….$375.00�

   �

We sincerely thank 

everyone for their 

generosity and 

support. 

Total: $3,918.00�

Weekly Prayer... �

Readings for the week of August 2, 2020�

Sunday:� Is 55:1�3/Ps 145:8�9, 15�16, 17�18 [cf. 16]/Rom 8:35, 37�39/Mt 14:13�21�

Monday:� Jer 28:1�17/Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102 [68b]/Mt 14:22�36�

Tuesday:� Jer 30:1�2, 12�15, 18�22/Ps 102:16�18, 19�21, 29 and 22�23 [17]/Mt 14:22�36 or Mt 15:1�2, 10�14�

Wednesday:� Jer 31:1�7/Jer 31:10, 11�12ab, 13 [cf. 10d]/Mt 15:21�28�

Thursday:� Dn 7:9�10, 13�14/Ps 97:1�2, 5�6, 9 [1a, 9a]/2 Pt 1:16�19/Mt 17:1�9�

Friday:� � Na 2:1, 3; 3:1�3, 6�7/Dt 32:35cd�36ab, 39abcd, 41 [39c]/Mt 16:24�28�

Saturday:� Hb 1:12�2:4/Ps 9:8�9, 10�11, 12�13 [11b]/Mt 17:14�20�

Next Sunday:� 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11�13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11�12, 13�14 [8]/Rom 9:1�5/Mt 14:22�33�

�

Intentions and Observances for the week of August 2, 2020�

Monday:� 8/3� No Mass� � ~� � St. Lydia Purpuraria, First convert at Phillippi� � �

Tuesday:� 8/4� Noon� � Evelyn Neubauer †� St. John Vianney, Priest�

Wednesday:� 8/5� Noon� � Phanxico Thai †�� The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major�

Thursday:� 8/6� Noon� � Ernie Menke †� � The Transfiguration of the Lord�

Friday:� � 8/7� Noon� � Pauline Morrow †� St. Sixtus II, Pope�

Saturday:� 8/8� 5:30 pm� Peggy Smith †� � St. Dominic, Priest�

Next Sunday:� 8/9� 8:00 am� People of the Parish� 19

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�            �            11:00 am� Merlin Donnolly † � St. Edith Stein, Virgin & Martyr�

� � � 2:00 pm� Victor Fraise †�

                     �

To find out more on the “Saint of the Day” go to  www.catholic.org/saints�

   �

 Question:�

Why do Catholics need to go to Mass every 

Sunday?�

�

Answer:�

The heart of the Church’s instruction that 

we are to attend Mass on Sundays goes 

back to the Third Commandment: “Take care to keep holy the 

Sabbath day as the LORD, your God, has commanded 

you” (Deuteronomy 5:12). Although the Jewish People 

celebrate the Sabbath on Saturday, the first generations of 

Christians began to observe the Sabbath on Sunday, 

recognizing how important it is for Christians to celebrate the 

day that Jesus rose from the dead. As the United States 

Catholic Catechism for Adults observes, “Sunday extends the 

celebration of Easter throughout the year … It makes present 

the new creation brought about by Christ” (364).�

�

The focus of our Sunday should be the celebration of the 

Eucharist in the Mass. This is our time to be formed by God’s 

Word and nourished at the table of the Lord, becoming 

prepared to live out and share our faith in the week that 

follows. In his encyclical, Dies Domini, Pope Saint John Paul II 

reminded us that Christians “cannot live their faith or share 

fully in the life of the Christian community unless they take part 

regularly in the Sunday Eucharistic assembly” (no. 81). This is 

why the Church teaches us that Sunday Mass is a non�

negotiable part of being a Christian (see Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, no. 2192).�

�

Beyond being a time of worship, we should also remember that 

Sunday is intended to be a day of rest, when we make time for 

recreation, for sharing meals, and enjoying the company of 

friends and family. Sunday is given to us as a day to take stock 

of and enjoy the blessings that God has given us (see 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2187). Pope Francis 

reminds us, “The day of rest, centered on the Eucharist, sheds 

its light on the whole week, and motivates us to greater 

concern for nature and the poor” (Laudato Si’, no. 237).�

WHY DO  

CATHOLICS  

DO THAT? 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

The Power of a Simple Action�

I remember seeing a story on a morning news program 

about a little girl who wanted to give an elderly man in a 

grocery store a hug. She had no way of knowing that this 

man had just lost his wife of many years and now felt so 

very alone and depressed. Her reaching out to the man 

seemed odd to her mom at first, but the girl was so insistent 

about giving a hug she moved the shopping carts close 

together so the exchange could take place. No one knew 

that from that moment on the little girl would ask to visit her 

new friend at least once a week for the next four years until 

he passed away. In an interview soon after the initial 

encounter, the man said, “I haven’t been this happy in 

some time.” Imagine the joy that relationship brought to 

them both over the years!�

�

It was just a moment. It was a simple gesture. Yet, it had a 

large impact that no one could have predicted. You never 

know what will result when we give just a little of ourselves. 

That uncertainty too often leads us to hold back or refrain 

from the simple actions of love or gestures of generosity 

that could come so easily for us if we wanted. We should 

never doubt the power of a simple random act of kindness. 

Generosity does not need to be grand to make a big 

difference. The time is now, and the opportunity presents 

itself often to plant a small seed that God can water and 

nourish so that something beautiful can grow.�

� Tracy Earl Welliver�
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S�. A���	
���, M�. P�����
�� A����� 2, 2020�

  Monday, August 3�

 NO MASS�

 Tuesday, August 4�

 No Men’s & Women’s Scripture�

 Noon � � Mass   �

 7:00 pm� KC Zoom Meeting�

 Wednesday, August 5�

 No Women’s Scripture�

 Noon � �  Mass�

 Thursday, August 6�

 Noon � � Mass � �

 Friday, August 7�

 Noon � � Mass�

 12:30�1:00� Adoration�

 Saturday, August 8�

 5:30� � Mass�

 Sunday , August 9�

 8:00 am� Mass�

11:00 am              Mass �

 Monday, August 10�

 NO MASS�

 Tuesday, August 11� �

 No Men’s & Women’s Scripture�

 Noon�  � Mass�

 4:30 pm� Finance Council Zoom Meeting�

 Wednesday, August 12�

 No Women’s Scripture�

 Noon�  � Mass�

 Thursday, August 13�

 Noon � � Mass�

 Friday, August 14�

 Noon�  � Mass�

 12:30�1:00� Adoration�

 Saturday, August 15 �

 5:30 pm        � Mass �

 Sunday, August 16�

 8:00 am       � Mass �

 11:00 am        � Mass  �

�

Our Parish Staff�

�

Father Paul Connolly�

connollyp@diodav.org�

�

Barb Brown, Office Manager�

stalphonsus@windstream.net�

 Tel 319�385�8410  Fax 319�385�0545�

�

Kelley Tansey, Faith Formation�

mtpleasantstaldre@diodav.org�

319�385�4937�

�

Russell Hill, Custodian�

�

Carmen Heaton, Director of Music�

319�385�9342�

�

Lea McCormick, Choir Director�

�

Bob Cardoni, Parish Council President �

Tom Holtkamp, Finance Council President�

All Groups at 

this time 

cannot meet in 

person until 

further notice.�

Stories from the Pew�

�

Finding A Passion For Hospice�

Janni Fitzpatrick first became interested in 

hospice care in the '90s when her father was 

dying of cancer.�

"I took care of him at home, and there really 

wasn't any hospice [around here] then," the 

EveryStep Hospice volunteer recalls.�

When EveryStep Hospice began offering 

services in the Mount Pleasant area, she joined 

the advisory board.�

After retiring from those duties in 2014, Janni sought the opportunity to 

visit patients and help in the office.�

"I've been involved for a long time," Janni says, noting that she had 

another personal experience with hospice care when her husband 

received care in 2011.�

"It was diagnosed as very advanced melanoma," Janni says. "He only 

lived three months and I was working at the time, but I took a leave to take 

care of him. I had hospice come in also, to check on him, and a chaplain 

visited. That meant a lot to me."�

When Janni retired, she knew she wanted to keep busy and that 

volunteering with EveryStep Hospice could help her do that.�

"I always liked nursing and this keeps me close to that," she says, noting 

that she doesn't provide hands�on care to patients like before but still feels 

she's making an impact. "It makes me feel good to do things for other 

people."�

Over the years, Janni has made quite an impact, not only on the patients 

she visits but the EveryStep staff she assists.�

"We are blessed to have her,” Machelle Lowe, EveryStep Hospice 

volunteer coordinator, says. "We appreciate how she juggles her farm, her 

family, the grandkids and still finds time for EveryStep."�

"Janni is devoted and kind," Machelle Lowe, EveryStep Hospice volunteer 

coordinator, says. "She provides companionship, light housekeeping, a 

calm presence and her friendship to our patients and families. We 

appreciate how she juggles her farm, her family, the grandkids and still 

finds time for EveryStep."�

The feeling is mutual, according to Janni.�

"I've just gotten to know the staff well," she says. "I've made good friends."�

As for visiting patients, Janni knows it isn't for everyone, but it's an aspect 

of volunteering that she thoroughly enjoys.��

"I think they would get a lot more out of it almost than they give," she says. 

"Knowing you're doing good for someone makes you feel better."�

While volunteer visits with patients have been on hold during the COVID�

19 pandemic, Janni encourages people to look into the many types of 

volunteering opportunities available with EveryStep.�

If people don't feel comfortable going into someone's home or visiting 

them in a nursing home, there's still plenty of things they can do, she says, 

noting they could sew, bake, help with office projects, or they can help with 

various fundraising initiatives.�

"I know how much help hospice is when you need it," she says. "And I 

wanted to give back when they helped me."� � � �     

This story is reprinted with permission from EveryStep Hospice.�

The Social Action Committee would like to thank everyone who 

participated in the Food/School Drive for the Fellowship Cup.  The drive 

resulted in 23 bags and one box of food items.  Also 4 

back packs, 10 sacks and 1 box full of school supplies. �

�

Thank you so much for your generosity and 

may God bless all of you!�

�

Social Action Committee   
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PEP 
STOP

901 E. WASHINGTON
MT. PLEASANT, IA  52641

385-4112
Tony & Lynn Fedler

Aspelmeier, Fisch, power, 
engberg & helling, p.l.c. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

304 N. Locust St., Winfield, IA 

319-257-6700 or 319-754-6587

Free Estimates                       ASE Certified

RIVERSIDE 
COLLISION REPAIR
NICK RIDENOUR, Collision Technician 

Parish Member 
Top Quality Work at Reasonable Rates

2596 Iowa Ave.                   (319) 986-5430 
Mt. Pleasant,IA 52641        (319) 750-4208

204 East Clay                          319-385-4125
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641    Fax 319-385-1949

• Cooling
  • Heating
    • Plumbing

 

Mt. Pleasant
Tire & Service
GARY CRAWFORD

MANAGER
 1305 E. WASHINGTON

MT. PLEASANT, IA 52641
Bus: 319-385-3022

 

Compliments of

RESCHLY CONST. CORP.
OLDS, IOWA

254-2189
Ken & Joyce Reschly

Holaday Satellite Sales
and Service

Since 1991

Jim Holaday
OWNER

219 W. Monroe          1-319-986-6113 
Mt. Pleasant               1-800-696-4539

Authorized Retailer

304 NORTH JEFFERSON  
MOUNT PLEASANT, IOWA 52641 

319.385.8912

VANCE 
 LAW OFFICE
Michael C. Vance

 

101 N. Jefferson St.
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
Ph (319) 385-3736

Jim and Holly Burden, Parishioners
118 S. Main St. - Mt. Pleasant

Office: (319) 385- SOLD  
Cell: (319) 931-0614
hollyburden@lisco.com  
www.cottagerealty.com

 
986- 
5193

907 E. WASHINGTON ST. • MT. PLEASANT, IA 
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE • AUTO REPAIR 

QUALITY WORK AT REASONABLE RATES 
PARISHIONERS

Dr. Matt Donnolly, DC 
204 N. Jefferson Street • Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

319-385-3000
Walk-Ins Welcome!

Furniture - Appliances - Floor Covering 
Cabinetry - Fireplaces

2235 E. Washington • Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
www.wileysinteriors.com

319-385-2726

Wells Fargo Advisors 
Dan McCabe 

Financial Advisor
101 S Cherry St. #4 

Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
319-385-3750

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC   Member SIPC

Mt. Pleasant Lumber
2177 Iowa St., Mt. Pleasant

(319) 385-4800

Lumber Yard - Hardware Store 

Kitchen & Bath Showroom

Helping families connect, 
honor & remember

213 N. Main St., Mt. Pleasant 
319-385-2244 

www.kimzeyfh.com

 

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com 

888-283-2265 • 319-469-3951

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

GAMRATH-DOYLE-VENS
A Tradition of Insurance Excellence

207 S. Harrison St.
Mt. Pleasant, IA

Phone:
385-4240

Bradley L. Shelman, ChFC®, CRPC®

Financial Advisor, Chartered Financial, Consultant®

1580 Mall Dr • Iowa City, IA 52240-3110

319.337.9620

 CONCHA AUDIOLOGY
       LIFE, Love, Hearing 

• Mt. Pleasant • Fort Madison • Keokuk 

Call (319) 385-9030

Mt. Pleasant 

1700 E. Washington 
319-385-2266

Precision Color Match • Glass Services
All Insurances Worked With

501 East Railroad St • Wayland

319-256-5185

LET US CARE 
For You And Your Family Like Our Own
101 S. Cherry St Ste 1 • Mt Pleasant, IA

319-330-1755  
www.careathomeiowa.us

319.385.8990
COURTESYDOOR.COM

Franzen Electric
Dennis Franzen

Residential • Farm
Commercial

24 Hour Emergency Service
40 Years of Experience

319-653-2831

      River Ridge Orthodontics
Daniel Garrison, DMD, ABO

Teresa Salino-Hugg, DDS, MS
Orthodontics Specialists 

319-752-2025
www.riverridgeortho.com

Contact Steve Brookshire to place an ad today! 
sbrookshire@4LPi.com or (414) 350-7879


