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Our Mission Statement�

��

�We, the family of St. 

Alphonsus Catholic Parish, 

strengthened by Word and 

Sacrament, strive to live out 

Jesus Christ’s call to 

discipleship by worshiping 

faithfully, serving willingly, 

and growing spiritually.�

�

The Epiphany of the Lord�
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This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the 

Epiphany of the Lord.� What is 

that?� Traditionally the Epiphany is celebrated 

on January 6th� which is the 12th day of 

Christmas.� In the United States it is celebrated 

the first Sunday after January 1st.� The 

Epiphany is when we mark the arrival of the three 

magi, bringing their gifts to Jesus and the Holy 

Family.���
�

One of the traditions associated with Epiphany is to 

bless the door of the family home.� This is done by 

marking the door with chalk.� The markings change 

each year.� This year it will look like “20 + C + M + B 

22”.� The “C+M+B” can stand for “Caspar, Melchior, 

and Balthasar” � the names that tradition has given the 

Three Magi.� It can also stand for “Christius 

Mansionem Benedicat,” which is Latin for “May Christ 

Bless this House.”�
�

�

If you are interested in learning 

more about how to do a home 

blessing at your home, scan the QR 

code below to find an article from 

Catholic�Link that details how to 

bless your home this year.�

�

�

Upcoming Dates to note on your parish calendar:�
�

Sundays at 8 am Mass � CLOW for children ages 3�7 �
�

December 30, 2021 @ 3pm RCIA (English)�
�

January 5, 2022 � deadline for letting me know if 

you want to attend any of the in�person or online 

workshops the Diocese is offering about Faith 

Formation in a Post�Pandemic World�
�

January 9, 2022 @ 9:15 am�10:45 am � Family 

Formation Gathering�

January 9, 2022 @4pm RCIA (bilingual)�

January 12, 2022 @ 7�8:30pm� Youth Ministry & 

Confirmation resumes regular Wednesday gatherings�

January 13 @3pm RCIA (English) resumes 

meeting every Thursday�

January 20, 2022, 9:30am�3pm� workshop: 

Foundations for Faith Formation in a �

Post�Pandemic World�

January 23 @ 4pm RCIA (bilingual) resumes 

meeting every Sunday�

March 12�13 High School Retreat�

March 27 Confirmation�

April 3 ICYC “Rooted” Middle School event (grds 6�8)�

April 24 First Communion�
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Korner 

January 02�Darlene Smith� January 15�John Roederer�

January 02�Richard Walljasper� January 16�Nolan Frueh�

January 03�Peyton Duplessis� January 16�Liam Gerleman�

January 03�Todd Gerleman� January 16�Steve Mallams�

January 03�Russell Hill� January 16�Colin McCormick�

January 03�Michael Jennings� January 17�Cadin Beavers�

January 03�Diane Kline� January 17�Sadie Carrasco�

January 04�Isabella Dodds� January 17�Liza Enke�

January 04�Craig Dodson� January 17�Larry Maher�

January 04�Alexis Scott� January 19�Gerri Barton�

January 04�Chase Williamson� January 19�Vincent Hurd�

January 05�Carrie Hester� January 19�Halle Shelman�

January 05�Marvin Krogmeier� January 20�Craig Hoyer�

January 06�Greg Peck� January 20�Joann Mallams�

January 07�Kathleen Fry� January 21�Debra Kempker�

January 07�Bernard Pollmeier� January 21�Sonia Osorio�

January 07�Tucker Syfert� January 22�Judi Kephart�

January 08�Saul Figueroa� January 22�Zander Shelledy�

January 08�Roger Freeman� January 22�Daniel Wright�

January 08�Emmett Gratz� January 23�Ruth Sutherland�

January 08�Adam Sturm� January 24�Wilfred Puumala�

January 09�Melvin Krogmeier� January 26�Jon Rubey�

January 09�Tess Sommer� January 27�Ashley Myers�

January 10�Paul Lampe� January 27�Richard Trueblood�

January 10�Clare Schnicker� January 28�Karen Stevens�

January 11�Jim Carlson� January 29�Pam Halbach�

January 11�Steve Feehan� January 29�Brad Holtkamp�

January 12�Ken Tyrrell� January 29�Sally Kipp�

January 12�Jean Walker� January 30�Cherie Brown�

January 13�Mersihda Dyer� January 30�Seann Burgmeier�

January 13�Tony Fedler� January 30�Cherie Nichting�

January 14�Sue Rapheld� January 30�Jaden Streeter�

January 15�Brianne Clark� January 31�Daxtyn Parker�

� � January 31�Sherrie Pfeiffer�
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December 19  

Envelopes….....$2,698.00�

Offertory……..…..$275.85 

Poinsettias.……...$165.00�

Retired Religious.$860.00�

Christmas Offering..$250.00�

Fuel Offering……...$10.00�

Direct Deposit…$3,912.00�

Total……………$8,170.85�

�

�

Christmas  �

Christmas Offering……$8,470.00�

Offertory…………….……$757.00�

Flowers………………….…$50.00�

Retired Religious………….$20.00�

Fuel…………………………$95.00�

Votive Candles…………….$28.00�

St. Vincent DePaul……….$100.00�

Total…………………….$9,520.00 

 

 

December 26 

Envelopes……………..$3,275.00�

Offertory………………….$420.00�

Christmas Offering……...$540.00�

Camp. For Human Dev…..$25.00�

First Offering………………$15.00�

Flowers…………………….$25.00�

Fuel………………………..$105.00�

IOWAWINS………………..$50.00�

Votive Candles……………$86.00�

Retired Religious………….$25.00�

Total…………………….$4,566.00�

WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT?�
�

Question: What happens to a 

consecrated host if it accidentally 

falls to the ground? �

Answer: This a very practical 

question because, as we all know, accidents 

happen, even during the most careful celebration 

of the liturgy. The short answer to this question is 

that nothing happens to the consecrated host. The 

Real Presence of Jesus remains in the 

consecrated host or any consecrated wine that 

might accidentally be spilled.�

Another question we might ask is: How should the 

minsters respond if the Eucharist is dropped or 

spilled? If this happens, the priest, deacon, or 

extraordinary minister of Holy Communion should 

immediately pick up the dropped host and 

consume it. If it is a case of the Precious Blood 

being spilled, the minister would use the purificator 

(and additional purificators if needed) to clean the 

spill and then the area should be reverently 

washed as soon as the Mass is over and the water 

poured into the sacrarium (a special sink that is 

located in church sacristies for reverently disposing 

of holy water, the water used to clean sacred 

vessels, etc.).   ©LPi�

Total: $22,256.85�

Offertory for December 19 thru December 26 

Autumn Festival News�

This year we had a very successful Autumn 

Festival Auction. We were able to give to four 

charities this year, each one receiving $1,000.00.�

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation�

Henry County Habitat for Humanity�

Help to Others (H2O)�

Growing Hope Globally�

The Social Action Committee for “Respect of Life 

Month” in January will have a special collection 

on the weekends of January 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th. 

Please look for the special basket in the Gathering 

Space. The money collected will be given to the 

Cradle of Hope in Mt. Pleasant to be used for any 

special needs they may have.  Cradle of Hope is a 

Pro�Life organization whose goal is to save lives. 

They do provide counseling after abortion and 

parenting classes for mothers and fathers. The 

parents earn “Mommy Money” by taking these classes 

which they can use to purchase baby items.  Please 

pray and donate whatever you can. If you are unable 

to attend mass please consider mailing or dropping off 

your donation at the church anytime in January. 

Please make out checks to St. Alphonsus and in the 

memo please note for Cradle of Hope.  �

Thank you for your support!�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS ~ The Light of the Moon�
�

If you own a television that has been turned on at any point in the last month or so, chances are you’ve caught at least a 

scene or two of the 1946 classic film “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  If you’re not familiar with the movie, it follows the life of George 

Bailey from childhood through adulthood. A dreamer by nature, George has big plans for himself that involve world 

exploration and adventure � but family and community obligations keep him tethered to the same spot on the map, leading 

an altogether ordinary life.  One of the most memorable scenes from that movie is of George dancing with his sweetheart 

Mary while they sing “Buffalo Gals � Won’t you come out tonight/And dance by the light of the moon?”�
�

That lyric always catches my ear. Of course, the moon doesn’t have any light of its own. All the moon has is the ability to 

reflect the light that shines upon it.   The same holds for us, doesn’t it? Our stewardship is purely a reflection of the grace 

granted to us by another. “Upon you the LORD shines,” writes Isaiah, “and over you appears his glory.” Every good action 

we will ever take begins in the mind of God. The fact that we have the honor of carrying it out on His behalf is a beautiful gift. 

It is God that makes our ordinary lives extraordinary.�
�

In the end of the movie, George Bailey realizes that he had a far greater life because, instead of being the hero of his own 

story, he allowed himself to reflect goodness onto others.   Remember � the magi didn’t chart their own course. They 

merely followed the star.  � Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS    ©LPi�
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_Friday, December 31 � Office Closed�

5:30 pm� Mass�

_Saturday, January 1�

9:00 am� Mass � �

NO 5:30 PM MASS�

  Sunday, January 2 �

8:00 am� Mass �

11:00 am       �Mass �

  Monday, January 3 � Office Closed� �

No Mass�

 Tuesday, January 4�

6:30 am� Early Morning Women’s Scripture �

9:30 am� Mid Morning Women’s Scripture�

No NOON Mass�

7:00 pm� Knights of Columbus Meeting�

  Wednesday, January 5�

Noon� � Mass�

 Thursday, January 6�

Noon� � Mass �

  Friday, January 7�

10:00 am� Mass at Addington Place �

Noon� � Mass�

12:30�1:00� Adoration�

_Saturday, January 8 �

5:30 pm� Mass �

  Sunday, January 9�

8:00 am� Mass and CLOW�

9:15 am� Family Formation in Manning Hall�

11:00 am       �Mass �

4:00 pm� RCIA in Library�

_Monday, January 10�

No Mass�

 Tuesday, January 11�

6:30 am� Early Morning Women’s Scripture �

9:30 am� Mid Morning Women’s Scripture�

No Mass�

  Wednesday, January 12�

No Mass�

7:00�8:30pm� Youth Ministry 7thru12 every week�

 Thursday, January 13�

No Mass�

3:00 pm� RCIA in Library�

  Friday, January 14�

10:00 am� Mass at Silver Palms�

Noon� � Mass�

12:30�1:00� Adoration�

_Saturday, January 15�

5:30 pm� Mass�

  Sunday, January 16�

8:00 am� Mass and CLOW�

9:00 am� KC Breakfast�

11:00 am       �Mass �

 

�

  �

Church Office hours: �

8:00 � 4:00 Monday � Friday ~ Closed 11:00 � Noon�
�

 YouTube Masses � St. Al's MP Livestream �

�

St. Alphonsus Web Site   �

http:/www.mtpstalphonsus.org �

�

Instagram� saintalphonsusmountpleasant�

�

�           “Like” us on Facebook��

�           Saint Alphonsus Mt. Pleasant�

Our Parish Staff�
�

Father Paul Connolly�

connollyp@diodav.org�
�

Barb Brown, Office Manager�

mtpleasantstal@diodav.org�

 Tel 319�385�8410  Fax 319�385�0545�

�

Kelley Tansey, Faith Formation�

mtpleasantstaldre@diodav.org�

319�385�4937�
�

Russell Hill, Custodian�
�

Carmen Heaton, Director of Music�

319�385�9342�
�

Ben Bly, Parish Council President �

Tom Holtkamp, Finance Council President�

 �

January �

2nd�

�

Sunday: Is 60:1�6/Ps 72:1�2, 7�8, 10�11, 12�13 [cf.11]/

Eph 3:2�3a, 5�6/Mt 2:1�12   �

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22�4:6/Ps 2:7bc�8, 10�12a/Mt 4:12�

17, 23�25 �

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7�10/Ps 72:1�2, 3�4, 7�8/Mk 6:34�44 �

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11�18/Ps 72:1�2, 10, 12�13/Mk 

6:45�52 �

Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19�5:4/Ps 72:1�2, 14 and 15bc, 17/

Lk 4:14�22a �

Friday:�1 Jn 5:5�13/Ps 147:12�13, 14�15, 19�20/Lk 5:12

�16�

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14�21/Ps 149:1�2, 3�4, 5 and 6a and 

9b/Jn 3:22�30�

Next Sunday: Is 42:1�4, 6�7/Ps 29:1�2, 3�4, 3, 9�10 

[11b]/Acts 10:34�38/Lk 3:15�16, 21�22or, Is 40:1�5, 9�

11/Ps 104:1b�2, 3�4, 24�25, 27�28, 29�30 [1]/Ti 2:11�14; 

3:4�7/Lk 3:15�16, 21�22 �

   For the week of         

January 2nd�
�

�

1/3� No Mass� � ~�

1/4� No Mass� � ~�

1/5� Noon� � Buena Messer †�

1/6� Noon� � Dave Stevens †�

1/7� Noon� � Pat McCormick †�

1/8� 5:30� � Ken Reschly †�

1/9� 8:00� � Betty Lowder †�

         11:00� � For the People�

� 2:00� � Fr. Brian Shepley †�
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PEP 
STOP

901 E. WASHINGTON
MT. PLEASANT, IA  52641

385-4112
Tony & Lynn Fedler

Aspelmeier, Fisch, Power, 
Engberg & Helling, P.L.C. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

304 N. Locust St., Winfield, IA 

319-257-6700 or 319-754-6587

Free Estimates                       ASE Certified

RIVERSIDE 
COLLISION REPAIR
NICK RIDENOUR, Collision Technician 

Parish Member 
Top Quality Work at Reasonable Rates

2596 Iowa Ave.                   (319) 986-5430 
Mt. Pleasant,IA 52641        (319) 750-4208

204 East Clay                          319-385-4125
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641    Fax 319-385-1949

• Cooling
  • Heating
    • Plumbing

 

Mt. Pleasant
Tire & Service
GARY CRAWFORD

MANAGER
 1305 E. WASHINGTON

MT. PLEASANT, IA 52641
Bus: 319-385-3022

 

Compliments of

RESCHLY CONST. CORP.
OLDS, IOWA

254-2189
Ken & Joyce Reschly

304 NORTH JEFFERSON  
MOUNT PLEASANT, IOWA 52641 

319.385.8912

VANCE 
 LAW OFFICE
Michael C. Vance

 

101 N. Jefferson St.
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
Ph (319) 385-3736

 
986- 
5193

907 E. WASHINGTON ST. • MT. PLEASANT, IA 
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE • AUTO REPAIR 

QUALITY WORK AT REASONABLE RATES 
PARISHIONERS

Furniture - Appliances - Floor Covering 
Cabinetry - Fireplaces

2235 E. Washington • Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
www.wileysinteriors.com

319-385-2726

Wells Fargo Advisors 
Dan McCabe 

Financial Advisor
101 S Cherry St. #4 

Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
319-385-3750

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC   Member SIPC

Mt. Pleasant Lumber
2177 Iowa St., Mt. Pleasant

(319) 385-4800

Lumber Yard - Hardware Store 

Kitchen & Bath Showroom

Helping families connect, 
honor & remember

213 N. Main St., Mt. Pleasant 
319-385-2244 

www.kimzeyfh.com

 

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com 

888-283-2265 • 319-469-3951

Member FDIC� Equal Housing Lender

GAMRATH-DOYLE-VENS
A Tradition of Insurance Excellence

207 S. Harrison St.
Mt. Pleasant, IA

Phone:
385-4240

Bradley L. Shelman, ChFC®, CRPC®

Financial Advisor, Chartered Financial, Consultant®

1580 Mall Dr • Iowa City, IA 52240-3110

319.337.9620

LET US CARE 
For You And Your Family Like Our Own
101 S. Cherry St Ste 1 • Mt Pleasant, IA

319-330-1755  
www.careathomeiowa.us

Franzen Electric
Dennis Franzen

Residential • Farm
Commercial

24 Hour Emergency Service
47 Years of Experience

319-653-2831

      River Ridge Orthodontics
Daniel Garrison, DMD, ABO

Teresa Salino-Hugg, DDS, MS
Orthodontics Specialists 

319-752-2025
www.riverridgeortho.com

Charlie and Dorie Yoder
709 E Maple Leaf Dr

Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
319-385-1998

1010EWo,hington,Ste201 
MountPleo....rt,IA 
319.385.3174 
michaelwelcher.fbfugent,.com 

-- FARM BUREAU 
··-• FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Strength. Stability. Service. And me.

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
Power Washing

30 Years Experience in the Mt Pleasant Area
Mark Stalder, Owner    319-750-7929

Equipment Sales 
Parts & Service

	 1342 Pilot Grove Road	 707 E. Winfield Ave 
	 Pilot Grove, IA 52648	 Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641 
	 (319) 469-4461	 (319) 385-3314 
	 www.jjnichting.com	 caseih@jjnichting.com

Roofing • Windows 
Siding • Doors  
& Much More

319-931-0668

• Power Washing 
• Window & Gutter Cleaning 
• House Washing 
• Screen Cleaning/Repair

Doug Slobodnik 
 

319-931-3629

Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial

 

Licensed 
& Insured

319-931-0166
111 E. Winfield Ave., Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Basement 
Waterproofing

Foundation & 
Crack Repair

Concrete 
Flatwork

319-931-8516 • Mt Pleasant

Mt. Pleasant 

1700 E. Washington 
319-385-2266

Contact Bert Spore to 
place an ad today! 

bspore@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2527


