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Our Mission Statement�

��

�We, the family of St. 

Alphonsus Catholic Parish, 

strengthened by Word and 

Sacrament, strive to live out 

Jesus Christ’s call to 

discipleship by worshiping 

faithfully, serving willingly, 

and growing spiritually.�

�

The Baptism of the Lord�

January 9th, 2022�
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607 South Jackson St. 

Mt. Pleasant, IA 

52641�

319�385�8410�

Do you have a �

new address or �

phone/cell #?�
�

To keep our parishioner 

records up�to�date, please call 

the Parish Office at �

319�385�8410 or email at        

mtpleasantstal@diodav.org�

                 �

Thank you!�

Thank you for your generous support of our Parish through 

weekly Envelopes or once a month Electronic Giving. �
�

You will be receiving your contribution paperwork by �

January 31st. �

If you are interested in Electronic Giving please contact the 

office for more information.�
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This month in Family Formation 

the theme is “A Match Made in 

Heaven: The Sacrament of Matrimony.”� We are 

looking at how the love between a husband and wife 

gives us a glimpse of what God’s love looks like.� We 

will also talk about how God provides for children by 

giving them adults to love and care for them as part of 

a family.� For the home lessons we will talk about the 

sanctity of life in a gentle presentation about how God 

loves us and made us.� We will also talk about family life and 

love.� The final home lesson of the month is about Catholic 

Prayer traditions.�
�

This month the parish has also gifted personal Bibles to each 

child and teen registered in Family Formation and Youth 

Ministry.� Children in Family Formation will also receive a 

“WOG Log” (=Word of God Log) to track their Bible 

reading.� We use the Bibles as part of Family Formation and 

our Youth Ministry program and families are encouraged to 

use the Bibles at home.�
�

For those of you joining in the memory verse challenge, the 

memory verses for this month are:�
�

For younger saints:�

O my God, I love you above all things, with my whole heart 

and soul.�
�

For older saints:�

Act of Love� O my God, I love you above all things, with my 

whole heart and soul because You are all�good and worthy of 

my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love of You.� I 

forgive all who have injured me, and I ask pardon of all I have 

injured. Amen.��

�

***LAST CHANCE***� any adult interested 

in being part of forming our parish faith 

formation programs is invited to 

participate with me in workshops and 

webinars in the coming months and then 

applying what we learn to our parish 

programs.� CONTACT ME BY TUESDAY JANUARY 11 TO 

GET REGISTERED FOR THIS SERIES.� SCAN THE QR 

CODE TO SEE A DESCRIPTION OF THE IN�PERSON 

WORKSHOPS AND THE ONLINE WEBINARS.�
�

Upcoming Dates to note on your calendar:�

Sundays at 8 am Mass � CLOW for children ages 3�7��

January 9, 2022 @ 9:15 am�10:45 am � Family Formation 

Gathering�

January 9, 2022 @4pm RCIA (bilingual)�

January 11, 2022 � ***Last chance to register for post�

pandemic workshops and webinars� contact me if 

interested***�

January 12, 2022 @ 7�8:30pm� Youth Ministry & 

Confirmation resumes regular Wednesday gatherings�

January 13 @3pm RCIA (English) January 23 @ 4pm RCIA �

February 13 @9:15�10:45am Family Formation gathering�

March 5 @ 5:30 Mass, Rite of Sending��

March 6 all day at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Rite of Election�

March 12�13 High School Retreat�

March 13 @ 9:15�10:45am Family Formation gathering�

March 19 All day parish retreat for adults, more information to 

come�

March 27 Confirmation�

April 3 ICYC “Rooted” � Middle School event (grades 6�8)�

April 10 @ 9:15am�10:45am Family Formation gathering�

April 24 First Communion�

May 1 @ 9:15am�10:45am Family Formation gathering�

May 15 @ 8am Mass High School Senior Mass�
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Korner 
PRAYER�

Lord Jesus Christ,�

We acknowledge you as the Messiah,�

The Son of God.�

Through your anointing with �

the Holy Spirit�

Give us power to preach the good news,�

To heal the sick, �

and to free the captives.�

As Son of God, give us a renewed sense�

Of our dignity as adopted daughters and sons of God.�

May we look with hope to our promised inheritance�

As we work to make your Kingdom a reality.�

Amen.�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE �

GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

�

I Hope I Am Like Him�

�

“Who is this Christ? Is he like you?”�
�

Perhaps you’ve heard this story, often attributed to the 

life of St. Teresa of Calcutta. A sick man asked her 

this question, as he marveled at her tireless service to 

himself and others in the name of someone named 

Jesus Christ. �
�

“He is nothing like me,” the saint is said to have 

answered. “But I hope I am like him.”�
�

Though the authenticity of this exchange cannot be 

verified, its message rings perfectly true: all the value 

of our stewardship lies in its relativity to the one in 

whose name we perform it. �
�

Consider the figure of John the Baptist � a 

magnificent, towering character even purely from a 

literary or historical perspective. A martyr who fed on 

wild locusts and boldly spoke truth to power � a man 

so great some mistook him for the Messiah. �
�

But why is he great? Because he prepared the way. 

All his accomplishments and escapades mean 

nothing if they are taken out of the context of salvation 

history. He only makes sense relative to Christ � and 

this is exactly as he wanted it. “One worthier than I is 

coming,” he insists. And because of that humility and 

that total embrace of God’s will, he is given one of the 

greatest honors in the New Testament � he baptizes 

the Son of God.  �
�

Let’s examine our lives in the light of their relativity to 

Christ. How do we prepare the way? When Christ 

comes to us, what do we do? How do we leave 

ourselves open to be actors in God’s plan?�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS    ©LPi�

CATHOLIC TRIVIA � JUST FOR FUN�
�

Question: Who designed the 

dome of the Cathedral of 

Florence? �

�

Answer on the calendar... �
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$15,685.00 postmarked by 12/31/2021�

No January 2nd Mass�

$25.00 ……….………...Fuel�

$5.00…….Votive Candles�

$75.00…..Christmas Offering�

$60.00 ………..First Offering�

$25.00…...Retired Religious 

Rest in Peace�

�

Daxton Hilliker�

Great Grandson of Jim & Carol Holtkamp�

�

Dana Liebe�

Mary Lou Jorgenson�

Cousin & Aunt of Jackie Hill�

�

� Rory Rink�

            Brother of Ron Rink�

WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT?�
�

Question:�

At my grandson’s Baptism, the priest put 

a bib on the baby. I do not remember 

seeing this before. Why is this done? Is 

it something new?�
�

Answer:�

When an adult is baptized, there is a part in the 

ceremony when the newly baptized is vested in a white 

garment. It is symbolic of the changes that baptism 

brings in the life of the baptized as they are freed from 

the bonds of sin and brought into the saving grace of 

Christ. Realities that are so profound are symbolically 

presented so that we might better grasp and 

understand them.�
�

Infants are often dressed in a baptismal dress, which is 

the baptismal garment. In some places, the bib is used 

as a kind of baptismal garment. At the place in the 

ceremony where the investiture takes place, the bib is 

used. Some are poncho�like and fit over the baby's 

head. Others are simply placed on the baby's chest. If 

the baby is dressed in a white garment, nothing else is 

needed. The prayer says it all: “See in your white 

garment the outward sign of your Christian dignity ... 

bring that dignity unstained into the everlasting life of 

heaven.” In baptism, we are given our purpose and 

goal in life as believers, and this is symbolized by the 

white garment.   ©LPi�

Total: $15,875.00�

Offertory End of the Year Giving  

The Social Action 

Committee for “Respect 

of Life Month” in January 

will have a special 

collection on the 

weekends of January 9th, 

16th, 23rd & 30th. Please 

look for the special basket 

in the Gathering Space. The money collected will be 

given to the Cradle of Hope in Mt. Pleasant to be used 

for any special needs they may have.  Cradle of Hope 

is a Pro�Life organization whose goal is to save lives. 

They do provide counseling after abortion and 

parenting classes for mothers and fathers. The 

parents earn “Mommy Money” by taking these classes 

which they can use to purchase baby items.  Please 

pray and donate whatever you can. If you are unable 

to attend mass please consider mailing or dropping off 

your donation at the church anytime in January. 

Please make out checks to St. Alphonsus and in the 

memo please note for Cradle of Hope.     �

Thank you for your support!�

After all the people had been baptized 

and Jesus also had been baptized and 

was praying, heaven was opened and 

the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 

bodily form like a dove. (Lk 3:22)�
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_Saturday, January 8�

5:30 pm� Mass � �

  Sunday, January 9�

8:00 am� Mass � CLOW�

9:14 am� Family Formation�

11:00 am       �Mass �

4:00 pm� RCIA in the Library�

_Monday, January 10�

No Mass�

 Tuesday, January 11�

6:30 am� Early Morning Women’s Scripture �

9:30 am� Mid Morning Women’s Scripture�

Noon� � Mass�

  Wednesday, January 12�

Noon � � Mass�

7:00�8:30pm� Youth Ministry 7thru12 every week�

 Thursday, January 13�

Noon� � Mass�

3:00 pm� RCIA in Library�

  Friday, January 14�

10:00 am� Mass at Silver Palms�

Noon� � Mass�

12:30�1:00� Adoration�

_Saturday, January 15�

5:30 pm� Mass�

  Sunday, January 16�

8:00 am� Mass and CLOW�

9:00 am� KC Breakfast�

11:00 am       �Mass �

  Monday, January 17� �

No Mass�

 Tuesday, January 18�

6:30 am� Early Morning Women’s Scripture �

9:30 am� Mid Morning Women’s Scripture�

Noon� � Mass�

5:00 pm� Finance Council�

  Wednesday, January 19�

Noon� � Mass�

7:00�8:30pm� Youth Ministry 7thru12 every week�

 Thursday, January 20�

Noon� � Mass �

3:00pm� RCIA in Library�

  Friday, January 21�

Noon� � Mass�

12:30�1:00� Adoration�

_Saturday, January 22 �

5:30 pm� Mass �

  Sunday, January 23�

8:00 am� Mass and CLOW�

11:00 am       �Mass �

4:00 pm� RCIA in Library�

�

 

�

  �

Church Office hours: �

8:00 � 4:00 Monday � Friday ~ Closed 11:00 � Noon�
�

 YouTube Masses � St. Al's MP Livestream �

�

St. Alphonsus Web Site   �

http:/www.mtpstalphonsus.org �

�

Instagram� saintalphonsusmountpleasant�

�

�           “Like” us on Facebook��

�           Saint Alphonsus Mt. Pleasant�

Our Parish Staff�
�

Father Paul Connolly�

connollyp@diodav.org�
�

Barb Brown, Office Manager�

mtpleasantstal@diodav.org�

 Tel 319�385�8410  Fax 319�385�0545�

�

Kelley Tansey, Faith Formation�

mtpleasantstaldre@diodav.org�

319�385�4937�
�

Russell Hill, Custodian�
�

Carmen Heaton, Director of Music�

319�385�9342�
�

Ben Bly, Parish Council President �

Tom Holtkamp, Finance Council President�

 �

January �

9th�

�
�

Sunday: Is 42:1�4, 6�7/Ps 29:1�2, 3�4, 3, 9�10 [11b]/

Acts 10:34�38/Lk 3:15�16, 21�22 �

Monday:1 Sm 1:1�8/Ps 116:12�13, 14�17, 18�19/Mk 

1:14�20 �

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9�20/1 Sm 2:1, 4�5, 6�7, 8abcd/Mk 

1:21�28 �

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1�10, 19�20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7�8a, 

8b�9, 10/Mk 1:29�39 �

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1�11/Ps 44:10�11, 14�15, 24�25/Mk 

1:40�45 �

Friday:�1 Sm 8:4�7, 10�22a/Ps 89:16�17, 18�19/Mk 2:1�

12 �

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1�4, 17�19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2�3, 4�5, 6�

7/Mk 2:13�17� �

Next Sunday: Is 62:1�5/Ps 96:1�2, 2�3, 7�8, 9�10 [3]/1 

Cor 12:4�11/Jn 2:1�11 �

   For the week of         

January 9th�
�

�

1/10� No Mass� � ~�

1/11� Noon� � Joseph Gilbert †�

1/12� Noon� � Special Intentions�

1/13� Noon �� Daxton Hilliker †�

1/14� Noon� � Bernice Becker †�

1/15� 5:30� � Toby Shanahan †�

1/16� 8:00� � LeAnn Miller †�

� 11:00� � For the People�

�
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PEP 
STOP

901 E. WASHINGTON
MT. PLEASANT, IA  52641

385-4112
Tony & Lynn Fedler

Aspelmeier, Fisch, power, 
engberg & helling, p.l.c. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

304 N. Locust St., Winfield, IA 

319-257-6700 or 319-754-6587

Free Estimates                       ASE Certified

RIVERSIDE 
COLLISION REPAIR
NICK RIDENOUR, Collision Technician 

Parish Member 
Top Quality Work at Reasonable Rates

2596 Iowa Ave.                   (319) 986-5430 
Mt. Pleasant,IA 52641        (319) 750-4208

204 East Clay                          319-385-4125
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641    Fax 319-385-1949

• Cooling
  • Heating
    • Plumbing

 

Mt. Pleasant
Tire & Service
GARY CRAWFORD

MANAGER
 1305 E. WASHINGTON

MT. PLEASANT, IA 52641
Bus: 319-385-3022

 

Compliments of

RESCHLY CONST. CORP.
OLDS, IOWA

254-2189
Ken & Joyce Reschly

304 NORTH JEFFERSON  
MOUNT PLEASANT, IOWA 52641 

319.385.8912

VANCE 
 LAW OFFICE
Michael C. Vance

 

101 N. Jefferson St.
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
Ph (319) 385-3736

 
986- 
5193

907 E. WASHINGTON ST. • MT. PLEASANT, IA 
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE • AUTO REPAIR 

QUALITY WORK AT REASONABLE RATES 
PARISHIONERS

Furniture - Appliances - Floor Covering 
Cabinetry - Fireplaces

2235 E. Washington • Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
www.wileysinteriors.com

319-385-2726

Wells Fargo Advisors 
Dan McCabe 

Financial Advisor
101 S Cherry St. #4 

Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
319-385-3750

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC   Member SIPC

Mt. Pleasant Lumber
2177 Iowa St., Mt. Pleasant

(319) 385-4800

Lumber Yard - Hardware Store 

Kitchen & Bath Showroom

Helping families connect, 
honor & remember

213 N. Main St., Mt. Pleasant 
319-385-2244 

www.kimzeyfh.com

 

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com 

888-283-2265 • 319-469-3951

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

GAMRATH-DOYLE-VENS
A Tradition of Insurance Excellence

207 S. Harrison St.
Mt. Pleasant, IA

Phone:
385-4240

Bradley L. Shelman, ChFC®, CRPC®

Financial Advisor, Chartered Financial, Consultant®

1580 Mall Dr • Iowa City, IA 52240-3110

319.337.9620

LET US CARE 
For You And Your Family Like Our Own
101 S. Cherry St Ste 1 • Mt Pleasant, IA

319-330-1755  
www.careathomeiowa.us

Franzen Electric
Dennis Franzen

Residential • Farm
Commercial

24 Hour Emergency Service
47 Years of Experience

319-653-2831

      River Ridge Orthodontics
Daniel Garrison, DMD, ABO

Teresa Salino-Hugg, DDS, MS
Orthodontics Specialists 

319-752-2025
www.riverridgeortho.com

Charlie and Dorie Yoder
709 E Maple Leaf Dr

Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
319-385-1998

1010EWo,hington,Ste201 
MountPleo....rt,IA 
319.385.3174 
michaelwelcher.fbfugent,.com 

-- FARM BUREAU 
··-• FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Strength. Stability. Service. And me.

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
Power Washing

30 Years Experience in the Mt Pleasant Area
Mark Stalder, Owner    319-750-7929

Equipment Sales 
Parts & Service

 1342 Pilot Grove Road 707 E. Winfield Ave 
 Pilot Grove, IA 52648 Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641 
 (319) 469-4461 (319) 385-3314 
 www.jjnichting.com caseih@jjnichting.com

Roofing • Windows 
Siding • Doors  
& Much More

319-931-0668

• Power Washing 
• Window & Gutter Cleaning 
• House Washing 
• Screen Cleaning/Repair

Doug Slobodnik 
 

319-931-3629

Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial

 

Licensed 
& Insured

319-931-0166
111 E. Winfield Ave., Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Basement 
Waterproofing

Foundation & 
Crack Repair

Concrete 
Flatwork

319-931-8516 • Mt Pleasant

Mt. Pleasant 

1700 E. Washington 
319-385-2266

Contact Bert Spore to 
place an ad today! 

bspore@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2527


