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Our Mission Statement�

��

�We, the family of St. 

Alphonsus Catholic Parish, 

strengthened by Word and 

Sacrament, strive to live out 

Jesus Christ’s call to 

discipleship by worshiping 

faithfully, serving willingly, 

and growing spiritually.�

The 2nd Sunday�

In Ordinary Time�

January 16th, 2022�

St. Alphonsus C
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607 South Jackson St. 

Mt. Pleasant, IA 

52641�

319�385�8410�

Do you have a �

new address or �

phone/cell # or 

aren’t receiving 

parish emails?�
�

To keep our parishioner 

records up�to�date, 

please call the Parish 

Office at �

319�385�8410 or email at        

mtpleasantstal@diodav.org�
                 �

Thank you!�

There is NO Mass on 

Thursday, January 

20th at Noon. Thank 

you for understanding!�
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When we had the big shutdown 

in 2020 and then the return a few 

months later.� One of the changes that people 

immediately missed when they returned was the 

lovely trickling sound of our baptismal font and the 

ability to bless ourselves with holy water as we 

enter church.� There were many joyful faces when 

the fountain was turned on again� especially our 

youngest parishioners who love the ritual of dipping 

their hands into the water.� Due to some problems with 

leakage, we have not been able to keep the fountain 

running and as I write this, it is turned off.� For some, it 

was only when they lost access to the Holy Water that 

they gave some thought to it.� Up until then it was just 

something one did when entering the church.�
�

What is Holy Water?� It is a sacramental � which is 

“anything set apart or blessed by the church to excite 

good thoughts and to help 

devotion.” (sistersofcarmel.com/sacramentals).� �

Every time we put our fingers into the Holy Water and 

then cross ourselves, we are blessing ourselves and 

should be remembering our own baptism.� This month we 

are sending home a bottle of Holy Water with each Family 

Formation family.�
�

�

Unfortunately we had to cancel Family Formation last 

week due to the terrible road conditions on January 

9th.� All Family Formation families are asked to please 

pick up your January home lesson materials in the 

vestibule outside of the parish office.� Those outer doors 

are always open so you can pick them up at any 

time.� Included in the Family Formation take�home bag is 

the bottle of holy water.� That holy water was going to be a 

part of the in person classroom session.���
�

�

Please remember that as a sacramental, Holy Water is 

not to be disposed of in ordinary ways. It should not be 

simply poured down a sink.� Sacramental’s are to be 

returned to the Earth when they can no longer be used.� If 

you have unused Holy Water that you need to dispose of 

for some reason, you can pour it into a hole in the ground 

in a place where people will not walk over it.� � There is 

also a special sink in the working sacristy at church called 

a sacrarium.� The sacrarium has a drain that goes directly 

into the earth and not into the sewer system.� This special 

sink is for disposing of holy elements, such as holy water.�
�

�

Upcoming Dates to note on your calendar:�

Sundays at 8 am Mass � CLOW for children ages 3�7��

Sundays @4pm RCIA, Bilingual�

Wednesdays @ 7�8:30pm � Youth Ministry  grades 7�12�

Thursdays @ 3pm RCIA, English�

February 13 @9:15�10:45am Family Formation gathering�

March 5 @ 5:30 Mass, Rite of Sending��

March 6 all day at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Rite of Election�

March 12�13 High School Retreat�

March 13 @ 9:15�10:45am Family Formation gathering�

March 19, all day parish retreat for adults, more information 

to come�

March 27 Confirmation�

April 3 ICYC “Rooted” � Middle School event (grades 6�8)�

April 10 @ 9:15am�10:45am Family Formation gathering�

April 24 First Communion�

May 1 @ 9:15am�10:45am Family Formation gathering�

May 15 @ 8am Mass High School Senior Mass�
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Korner 
Marguerite Ritzinger Scholarship�

��

Applications for the�Marguerite Ritzinger 

Scholarship�of the Diocese of Davenport are 

being accepted through�Feb. 15, 2022. Catholic 

individuals who plan to attend a college or 

university next fall may apply for a $1,000 

scholarship. Nontraditional students may apply 

for the scholarships. The award is named for the 

late Marguerite Ritzinger, a Sigourney native, 

who left $388,770 to the diocese to help with 

scholarships for seminarians and students 

attending colleges or universities. Applications 

must include an essay, copy of a high school or 

college transcript and two reference letters. All 

items must be sent together with the application 

form, which is available on the diocesan website 

at��https://www.davenportdiocese.org��in the 

Quick Links section of the homepage.�

Pope Francis is 

convening a 

Synod, and 

everyone is 

invited to 

participate. 

Since Vatican II, 

the bishops have been meeting in regular synods, 

but now Pope Francis wants all to participate. �
�

Synod literally means to walk together. A church 

synod is meeting and sharing our journey. The 

steps of the synod are to listen to the word of God 

through scripture and the living Tradition of the 

Church, pray together, and then listen to each 

other. By listening to each other’s experience on the 

journey so far, we can learn from their experience 

and perspective, guided by the Holy Spirit. Synodal 

listening is different from our usual meetings. We 

are called to listen with our full attention, not to 

debate or argue. Everyone is encouraged to speak. 

So that enlightened by God’s word, united in prayer, 

we may follow the processes to discern God’s will 

for us as a church.�
�

Pope Francis has asked us to think about and 

reflect on what it means to be a Church that listens 

to one another. In what ways do we do that now? 

How might we do so better? Our diocese has asked 

us to ponder these questions: when you think about 

your experience of your parish, our diocese, and 

the global Catholic Church, what breaks your hear 

and what fills your heart?�
�

The diocese has asked us to begin meeting in small 

groups and we will begin to arrange those. In the 

meantime, we ask you to consider the above 

questions and pray for the Holy Spirit to guide the 

synod. �



3�

$87.00 ……….………...Catholic Messenger�

$184.00…….Cradle of Hope (1st weekend)�

$30.00…………………...Christmas Offering�

$235.00 ………………………..First Offering�

$2,843.00………………..Weekly Envelopes�

$226.00………………………….…..Offertory�

$3,586.00……………………..Direct Deposit�

Rest in Peace�

�

Dale Longwell�

Husband of Nancy Longwell�

�

Marge Stuecker�

Sister of Chris Dodson�

�

WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT?�
�

�     Faithful Departed�

�

�

Question:�

How can we pray for the dead throughout the year?�
�

Answer:�

We commemorate the faithful departed on November 

2
nd

 each year. However, we can and should continue to 

pray for the dead. Our growth in Christian perfection 

takes a long time. At the time of our death, many of us 

might not be saints yet. But God, in His mercy, allows 

for those who love Him to experience purification after 

death. Our word for that state is Purgatory. It’s the 

antechamber of heaven, so to speak. We know we’re 

getting in the house, but we’re not quite ready to go all 

the way in. There’s rain to shake off our coats and dirt 

that’s clogging our shoes. �
�

Here on earth, we can pray for the souls in Purgatory. 

One way is to request that your parish offer a Mass for 

the intention of a specific loved one. We can also 

remember the departed in our daily prayers. Just as we 

have special intentions for family and friends here on 

earth, we can pray for those who have died. It’s also a 

good act of Christian charity to pray for the forgotten, 

those who have no one else to pray for them. God 

knows who they are!  ©LPi�

Total: $7,191.00�

Offertory the Weekend of January 9 

The Social Action Committee 

for “Respect of Life Month” in 

January will have a special 

collection on the weekends of 

January 16th, 23rd & 30th. �
�

Please look for the special basket 

in the Gathering Space. The 

money collected will be given to 

the Cradle of Hope in Mt. Pleasant to be used for any 

special needs they may have.  Cradle of Hope is a 

Pro�Life organization whose goal is to save lives. 

They do provide counseling after abortion and 

parenting classes for mothers and fathers. The 

parents earn “Mommy Money” by taking these classes 

which they can use to purchase baby items.  Please 

pray and donate whatever you can. If you are unable 

to attend mass please consider mailing or dropping off 

your donation at the church anytime in January. 

Please make out checks to St. Alphonsus and in the 

memo please note for Cradle of Hope.  �
   �

Thank you for your support!�

CATHOLIC TRIVIA � JUST FOR FUN�

Question: What are the seven gifts of the Holy 

Spirit?  �
�

Answer: �

©LPi�

Fortitude, wisdom, understanding, 

counsel, knowledge, piety, and fear 

Thank you to the March & April Altar & Rosary Circle 

Ladies for their kind donations of salads & desserts. 

The families very much appreciate your kindness.  �

Thank you, Vicki Lohmann ~ Altar & Rosary President�
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_Saturday, January 15�

5:30 pm� Mass � �

  Sunday, January 16�

8:00 am� Mass � CLOW�

9:00 am� KC Breakfast�

11:00 am       �Mass �

  Monday, Jan. 17 ~ Martin Luther King Jr. Day�

No Mass�

 Tuesday, January 18�

6:30 am� Early Morning Women’s Scripture �

9:30 am� Mid Morning Women’s Scripture�

Noon� � Mass�

5:00 pm� Finance Council�

  Wednesday, January 19�

Noon� � Mass�

7:00�8:30pm� Youth Ministry 7thru12 every week�

 Thursday, January 20�

NO MASS�

3:00pm� RCIA in Library�

  Friday, January 21�

10:00 am� Mass at Addington Place�

Noon� � Mass�

12:30�1:00� Adoration�

_Saturday, January 22 �

5:30 pm� Mass �

  Sunday, January 23�

8:00 am� Mass and CLOW�

11:00 am       �Mass �

4:00 pm� RCIA in Library�

_Monday, January 24�

No Mass�

 Tuesday, January 25�

6:30 am� Early Morning Women’s Scripture �

9:30 am� Mid Morning Women’s Scripture�

Noon� � Mass�

6:00 pm� Parish Council�

  Wednesday, January 26�

Noon � � Mass�

7:00�8:30pm� Youth Ministry 7thru12 every week�

 Thursday, January 27�

Noon� � Mass�

3:00 pm� RCIA in Library�

  Friday, January 28�

Noon� � Mass�

12:30�1:00� Adoration�

_Saturday, January 29�

5:30 pm� Mass�

4:00 pm� Altar & Rosary Mtg. Manning Hall�

  Sunday, January 30�

8:00 am� Mass and CLOW�

11:00 am       �Mass �

 

�

  �

�

Church Office hours: �

8:00 � 4:00 Monday � Friday ~ Closed 11:00 � Noon�
�

 YouTube Masses � St. Al's MP Livestream �

�

St. Alphonsus Web Site   �

http:/www.mtpstalphonsus.org �

�

Instagram� saintalphonsusmountpleasant�

�

�           “Like” us on Facebook��

�           Saint Alphonsus Mt. Pleasant�

Our Parish Staff�
�

Father Paul Connolly�

connollyp@diodav.org�
�

Barb Brown, Office Manager�

mtpleasantstal@diodav.org�

 Tel 319�385�8410  Fax 319�385�0545�

�

Kelley Tansey, Faith Formation�

mtpleasantstaldre@diodav.org�

319�385�4937�
�

Russell Hill, Custodian�
�

Carmen Heaton, Director of Music�

319�385�9342�
�

Ben Bly, Parish Council President �

Tom Holtkamp, Finance Council President�

 �

January �

16th�

�

Sunday: Is 62:1�5/Ps 96:1�2, 2�3, 7�8, 9�10 [3]/1 Cor 

12:4�11/Jn 2:1�11 �

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16�23/Ps 50:8�9, 16bc�17, 21 and 

23/Mk 2:18�22 �

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1�13/Ps 89:20, 21�22, 27�28/Mk 

2:23�28 �

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32�33, 37, 40�51/Ps 144:1b, 

2, 9�10/Mk 3:1�6 �

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6�9; 19:1�7/Ps 56:2�3, 9�10a, 

10b�11, 12�13/Mk 3:7�12 �

Friday:�1 Sm 24:3�21/Ps 57:2, 3�4, 6 and 11/Mk 3:13

�19 �

Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1�4, 11�12, 19, 23�27/Ps 80:2�3, 5

�7/Mk 3:20�21�

Next Sunday: Neh 8:2�4a, 5�6, 8�10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 

15/1 Cor 12:12�30 or 12:12�14, 27/Lk 1:1�4; 4:14�21 �

   For the week of         

January 16th�
�

�

   1/17�� No Mass� � ~�

   1/18�� Noon� � Bonnie Vance�

   1/19�� Noon�      Ann Mougin Stevens †�

   1/20�� No Mass� � ~�

   1/21�� Noon� � Gary Sammons †�

   1/22�� 5:30� � Dorothy Welcher †�

1/23� � 8:00� � Alan Miller †�

         �          11:00� � For the People�
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PEP 
STOP

901 E. WASHINGTON
MT. PLEASANT, IA  52641

385-4112
Tony & Lynn Fedler

Aspelmeier, Fisch, Power, 
Engberg & Helling, P.L.C. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

304 N. Locust St., Winfield, IA 

319-257-6700 or 319-754-6587

Free Estimates                       ASE Certified

RIVERSIDE 
COLLISION REPAIR
NICK RIDENOUR, Collision Technician 

Parish Member 
Top Quality Work at Reasonable Rates

2596 Iowa Ave.                   (319) 986-5430 
Mt. Pleasant,IA 52641        (319) 750-4208

204 East Clay                          319-385-4125
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641    Fax 319-385-1949

• Cooling
  • Heating
    • Plumbing

 

Mt. Pleasant
Tire & Service
GARY CRAWFORD

MANAGER
 1305 E. WASHINGTON

MT. PLEASANT, IA 52641
Bus: 319-385-3022

 

Compliments of

RESCHLY CONST. CORP.
OLDS, IOWA

254-2189
Ken & Joyce Reschly

304 NORTH JEFFERSON  
MOUNT PLEASANT, IOWA 52641 

319.385.8912

VANCE 
 LAW OFFICE
Michael C. Vance

 

101 N. Jefferson St.
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
Ph (319) 385-3736

 
986- 
5193

907 E. WASHINGTON ST. • MT. PLEASANT, IA 
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE • AUTO REPAIR 

QUALITY WORK AT REASONABLE RATES 
PARISHIONERS

Furniture - Appliances - Floor Covering 
Cabinetry - Fireplaces

2235 E. Washington • Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
www.wileysinteriors.com

319-385-2726

Wells Fargo Advisors 
Dan McCabe 

Financial Advisor
101 S Cherry St. #4 

Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
319-385-3750

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC   Member SIPC

Mt. Pleasant Lumber
2177 Iowa St., Mt. Pleasant

(319) 385-4800

Lumber Yard - Hardware Store 

Kitchen & Bath Showroom

Helping families connect, 
honor & remember

213 N. Main St., Mt. Pleasant 
319-385-2244 

www.kimzeyfh.com

 

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com 

888-283-2265 • 319-469-3951

Member FDIC� Equal Housing Lender

GAMRATH-DOYLE-VENS
A Tradition of Insurance Excellence

207 S. Harrison St.
Mt. Pleasant, IA

Phone:
385-4240

Bradley L. Shelman, ChFC®, CRPC®

Financial Advisor, Chartered Financial, Consultant®

1580 Mall Dr • Iowa City, IA 52240-3110

319.337.9620

LET US CARE 
For You And Your Family Like Our Own
101 S. Cherry St Ste 1 • Mt Pleasant, IA

319-330-1755  
www.careathomeiowa.us

Franzen Electric
Dennis Franzen

Residential • Farm
Commercial

24 Hour Emergency Service
47 Years of Experience

319-653-2831

      River Ridge Orthodontics
Daniel Garrison, DMD, ABO

Teresa Salino-Hugg, DDS, MS
Orthodontics Specialists 

319-752-2025
www.riverridgeortho.com

Charlie and Dorie Yoder
709 E Maple Leaf Dr

Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
319-385-1998

1010EWo,hington,Ste201 
MountPleo....rt,IA 
319.385.3174 
michaelwelcher.fbfugent,.com 

-- FARM BUREAU 
··-• FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Strength. Stability. Service. And me.

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
Power Washing

30 Years Experience in the Mt Pleasant Area
Mark Stalder, Owner    319-750-7929

Equipment Sales 
Parts & Service

	 1342 Pilot Grove Road	 707 E. Winfield Ave 
	 Pilot Grove, IA 52648	 Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641 
	 (319) 469-4461	 (319) 385-3314 
	 www.jjnichting.com	 caseih@jjnichting.com

Roofing • Windows 
Siding • Doors  
& Much More

319-931-0668

• Power Washing 
• Window & Gutter Cleaning 
• House Washing 
• Screen Cleaning/Repair

Doug Slobodnik 
 

319-931-3629

Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial

 

Licensed 
& Insured

319-931-0166
111 E. Winfield Ave., Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Basement 
Waterproofing

Foundation & 
Crack Repair

Concrete 
Flatwork

319-931-8516 • Mt Pleasant

Mt. Pleasant 

1700 E. Washington 
319-385-2266

Contact Bert Spore to 
place an ad today! 

bspore@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2527


