
PARISH/CHURCH UPDATES

As of now, there are no changes in the clo-

sures of the churches. As always, we will fol-

low the directives of Bishop Zinkula. Any 

changes will be posted on Flocknote, the par-

ish Facebook page and website.

Until Holy Family Parish can resume week-

end Masses, the parish will live-stream Mass 

at 5:00 PM on Saturdays. The Masses will al-

so be recorded and posted on the parish Face-

book page and website 2-3 hours after Mass 

ends.

A Message from Bishop Zinkula

April 28, 2020

We desperately want to get back to Sunday Mass, to First Communions and Confirmations, to weddings and funerals, 

to gather as parish communities and as a society. The SARS-COV-2 virus, which causes COVID-19, is very conta-

gious. It has spread quickly and efficiently because no one is immune to it. The only clear way to get proven immunity 

is by using a vaccine that may be 12-18 months away. Meanwhile, the virus will continue to spread at different rates in 

different places, so there will continue to be restrictions and we will need to continue to take precautions.  

However, eventually we will be able to begin to slowly relax the restrictions and precautions, which include physical 

distancing, wearing masks, self-quarantine or isolation in certain circumstances, travel restrictions, school and busi-

ness closures, working from home and modifying our participation in the Mass. While the rate of infections and deaths 

decrease over time, we will need to watch for any return of the pandemic outbreak which will require us to reapply 

some precautions and restrictions.

During this adaptation to the pandemic, the number of people in the church building will need to be limited. We will 

need to reconsider how we celebrate Masses, Baptisms, First Communions, Confirmations, weddings, funerals, and 

ordinations with a smaller community to maintain physical distancing. Technology will continue to keep us connected 

with those who need to stay home. 

Familiar practices, like receiving communion on the tongue for some people or from the chalice, will need to wait for 

now. Those most at risk—those who are older and have underlying health issues—will need to take extra precautions 

to stay safe, including perhaps not attending Mass.

Adjusting to this pandemic will take patience and hope as we navigate the best way to keep risks reasonably low. 

“We have such need in these times that can appear dark, in which we sometimes feel disoriented by the evil and vio-

lence that surround us, by the distress of so many of our brothers and sisters. We need hope. We feel disoriented and 

even rather discouraged because we are powerless and it seems this darkness will never end. We must not let hope 

abandon us, because God, with his love, walks with us.” Pope Francis, On Hope.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

O God, Who wish all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 

Your truth:

send, we beg You, laborers into Your harvest,

and grant them grace to speak Your word with all boldness; 

so that Your word may spread and be glorified,

and all nations may know You, the only God,

and Him Whom You have sent,

Jesus Christ Your Son, Our Lord,

Who lives and reigns world without end.   Amen.

Holy Family Parish St. Joseph Parish

Sacred Heart Church Ss. Mary and Joseph Church St. Joseph Church

2217 Avenue I 410 - 11th Street 508 Cedar Street

Fort Madison, IA Fort Madison, IA Montrose, IA



GOSPEL MEDITATION

With whom do we converse and listen to the most? Believe 

it or not, the answer is ourselves. We are constantly having 

conversations with ourselves, and sometimes we even get 

caught! Our inner conversations reveal the truth about our-

selves. We really cannot hide from ourselves, although we 

often pretend we can. By conversing with ourselves, we 

find solutions to our challenges, problem solve, work 

through our relationships, formulate opinions, run through 

dress rehearsals of possible conversations, and wrestle with 

and determine our system of priorities and values. What other voices affect the conver-

sations we have with ourselves?

Often, voices from our past continue to haunt us. These voices cause us to mistrust our 

judgment, harbor anger, and cling to our fears of rejection, failure, being wrong, and 

the like. It is in these inner conversations that we face what holds us captive — our lim-

itations, weaknesses, sinfulness, and stubborn ego preoccupations. We often go about

our lives putting out one fire or another, keeping ourselves preoccupied and busy, and 

trying to stay on top of things. Intentionally or unintentionally, we find ourselves wan-

dering off. We turn around and can no longer see our home. We look down at our feet 

and realize we have lost our anchor. Feeling scared, out of place, desolate, unsettled, 

and lonely, we realize that we are lost.

We listened to the wrong voices! In the midst of everything competing for our atten-

tion, the voice of the One who could truly call us home got muffled. We didn’t hear it. 

As our inner dialogues continue to play out, the one voice we need to consult — even 

before our own — is God’s. He is the Good Shepherd who can keep us safely where we 

need to be. As we graze through the stuff of our lives, we must constantly remember to 

look up, be attentive, and stay focused. Our habits of prayer are the only thing that can 

properly root us and keep us grounded. Contemplating God’s presence and developing 

an inner awareness of love incarnate, we will then find ourselves praying unceasingly as 

the days and nights and the ebbs and flows of our of lives unfold. Suddenly, the inner 

conversations we are constantly having are no longer just with ourselves or with voices 

that can lead us astray but with the Trinity, who desperately wants us to stay home. ©LPi

Sunday, May 3

Good Shepherd Sunday

World Day of Prayer for Vocations

Acts 2:14a-41

1 Peter 2:20b-25

John 10:1-10 

Monday, May 4

Weekday

Acts 11:1-18 

John 10:11-18 

Tuesday, May 5

Cinco de Mayo

Acts 11:19-26 

John 10:22-30

Wednesday, May 6

Weekday

Acts 12:24—13:5a

John 12:44-50 

Thursday, May 7

National Day of Prayer

Acts 13:13-25

John 13:16-20

Friday, May 8

Weekday

Acts 13:26-33

John 14:1-6 

Saturday, May 9

Vigil of the Fifth Sunday of Easter

Acts 13:44-52

John 14:7-14

Sunday, May 10

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Mother’s Day

Acts 6:1-7

1 Peter 2:4-9

John 14:1-12 



GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX (CATHOLIC ONLINE) - .   .   .    The main part of the Holy Land was a large central plateau about 35 

miles long. The ground was for the most part rough and rocky. It was impossible for sheep just to stay in one area for 

grazing. Large areas for grazing simply did not exist. Every flock had to have a shepherd who led his flock every day to 

places where the sheep could eat.

The life of a shepherd was very difficult. A flock of sheep never grazed without his presence and therefore, the shep-

herd was on duty every day of the week. Since the sheep always had to travel in order to find grass to eat, they were 

never left alone. Sheep could get lost, or they could be attacked by wolves or stolen by robbers.

Sheep were seldom used for regular food by the people of the Holy Land; rather sheep were cultivated for the use of 

their wool. Thus, the shepherd was with his sheep for a very long time. He gave each one of them a name, and they all 

knew his voice. In fact, it is said that each shepherd had a peculiar way of speaking to the sheep that allowed them to 

know that he was their shepherd.

During the warm weather, it was common for the sheep to spend the night away from the village farm. The shepherd watched over them throughout 

the night. In these circumstances, the sheep stayed in open areas surrounded by a low rock wall. In these areas, the sheep entered and left through 

an open space which had no door or gate of any kind. During the night, the shepherd would sleep stretched out within the empty space so that no 

sheep could get out except by crossing over his body. At the same time, a wolf or a robber could not get in, expect by crossing over his body as 

well. Here we can see a prime example of how the shepherd would give his life for his sheep.

Jesus is the Good Shepherd. The Easter Season is a continual celebration of the one central mystery of Christianity; that Jesus gave his life for us by 

dying on the Cross. He saved us from our sins.

"For the Lamb who is in the center of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to springs of life-giving water, and God will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes" (Revelation 7: 17).

Applied to our practical lives, the message is clear. Whatever our state in life may be, we are all called to shepherd the sheep that have been entrusted 

to our care. This is most especially true for priests, parents and grand-parents.

Shepherding a diocese, a parish, or a family is very demanding. Dedication, commitment, sacrifice and vigilance are needed every day. Just like Jesus 

the Good Shepherd, shepherds are called to love unconditionally.

Anyone who has experienced the loving and generous care of a true mother, father, priest, deacon or religious will know what a true shepherd really 

is. True shepherds give their lives to those who have been entrusted to them. They do not live for themselves. Marriage and consecrated life are 

essentially vocations to shepherd others.

Sheep without a shepherd will not know where to pasture. By nature, we have deep spiritual desires. If we do not eat what is good, we will feed upon 

the garbage of the world. We need the sustenance that will help us continue through the journey of life without becoming discouraged. We need the 

inspiration that can pull us through our difficult moments. When we eat the garbage of the world, our hearts will remain restless and our souls will be 

starving. Happy homes are found where parents love their children unconditionally. Flourishing parishes are found where the sheep have plenty of 

good grass.

Sheep without a shepherd have no defense against the wolves of this world. The human person is a social being and is incapable of living life alone. No 

one by his own efforts can defend himself from the temptations that assail him and from the evil of the world that attacks him.

In most cases, our land has become a land of orphans. Many children have become orphans of living parents. Many priests have become isolated from 

their brothers in the priesthood. The sheep are without shepherds.

Faith filled communities have become a safe haven for the orphans. True priests are ministering to the starving. True Catholics are ministering to 

their priests. Priests are ministering to each other. Throughout the nation, the orphans gather in order to hear the Word of God, feed on the Bread of 

Life and experience the loving care, affection and understanding of real people that desire to shepherd to one another.

Catholic priests who spend substantial time each week preparing a Sunday homily that will teach, console and inspire their people; priests who are 

available 24 hours a day for the urgent needs of their sick and dying parishioners; priests who dedicate long hours each week to the confessional are 

true shepherds of the flock.

Parents who are home with their children; parents who have dinner with their children each night as a family; parents who review every book, every 

television program, every CD, DVD and Internet site; parents who are dedicated to really parenting their children are true shepherds of their homes.

True shepherding is a life of total self-giving. The true shepherd needs time for renewal in order to shepherd the flock. The true shepherd needs to 

spend time daily with Jesus, the chief shepherd. He will give us the strength, the inspiration and the sustenance to shepherd the flock. Periodic mo-

ments of solitude and silence are essential for the continued ability to give unconditionally.

If we are going to be true disciples of the Good Shepherd, we must forget ourselves completely and be totally dedicated. Jesus calls us to love one 

another unconditionally. ~ https://www.catholic.org/lent/story.php?id=36250



Please pray for the family 

and friends of our deceased 

parishioners Vickie Nichols and 

Richard Nunoz.  We pray they 

receive the comfort and peace 

only Jesus can provide during 

this time of grieving.  May their 

souls rest in peace.

DIOCESE OFDAVENPORT News

Department of Communication For Immediate Release

April 28, 2020

Deacon David Montgomery 563-888-4222

Diocese of Davenport montgomery@davenportdiocese.org

Press Release 

Our Dear People:

Since the arrival of the coronavirus pandemic, Catholics in Iowa have been obliged by civil, scientific, and church authorities 

to sacrifice the opportunity to receive sacraments and worship in common.

With the lifting of restrictions against certain public gatherings, including religious assemblies, by Governor Kim Reynolds,

members of the faithful are understandably renewed in their hope that they might safely return to church and resume some 

form of regular parish life.  Yet the spread of the COVID-19 disease remains a real and present danger.  In particular, the 

health and survival of the elderly and other vulnerable populations is still a grave concern.  Many parishioners and priests 

fall within these groups.

In light of the expectation that positive cases of COVID-19 will peak in Iowa in the next few weeks, we have decided it would 

be most prudent for now to continue to follow the liturgical restrictions we have in place, including the suspension of public 

Masses. Without an effective vaccine or widespread testing and contact data that justifies a change in course, we simply are 

not at a place where we can resume our previous prayer practices. 

The suspension of the Sunday Mass obligation remains in effect statewide, and all vulnerable persons, the sick, and those 

may who have been exposed to the virus are asked to look after their own welfare with the support of those who care for 

them.  We ask parish, school and diocesan staff to continue to minister to the faithful, and the faithful to each other, in ways

other than meeting in groups during this difficult time of the pandemic. We strongly encourage parishioners to visit the web-

site and social media outlets of the parishes and schools to stay in touch as we look forward to gathering in person. 

We will continue to closely monitor the statewide and respective regional situations through the weeks of May and beyond. 

When the time comes that we can gather in greater numbers while observing social distance, safe hygienic practices and 

other precautions without placing one another at serious risk, public Masses and other sacramental celebrations will be al-

lowed to resume.

These days are not easy. We understand that many of you are frustrated with this situation; so are we. We want to celebrate 

Mass with our parishioners and get back to “normal.” However, we take the advice of Paul: “Rejoice in hope, endure in afflic-

tion, persevere in prayer” (Romans 12:12). Take comfort in knowing that Jesus is with us and with you, our faithful. 

Your Brothers in Christ,

Most Rev. Michael Jackels Most Rev. Thomas Zinkula

Archbishop of Dubuque Bishop of Davenport

Most Rev. R. Walker Nickless Most Rev. William Joensen

Bishop of Sioux City Bishop of Des Moines

Fr. Joseph and staff would 

like to thank everyone for the 

cards, messages, etc. of prayers 

for us.  We miss EVERYONE and 

look forward to the day when 

we can gather together again 

as a faith family to worship 

our God and King. 
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Larry Kelch 
Financial Advisor 

1233 Ave. H, Fort Madison, IA 52627 

Bus 319-372-8001  800-274-8001 

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Dr. Mark A. Saathoff 
PODIATRIST & FOOT SURGEON

702 23rd Street 
& Ave G 

Fort Madison, IA 

372-2105

Your information  
headquarters for the new 

medicare drug card. 
 Come see us 

or call & ask for Joe.

372-2300 
2404 AVENUE L

Compliments of:

GreGory A. Johnson 

ATTORNEY AT LAW
319-469-4141

P.O. Box 2000 
Houghton, IA 52631

KEMPKER’S

(319) 372-3515 
1904 Avenue H, Fort Madison

Free Order of Breadsticks with 
or without cheese with 

Purchase of a Large Pizza.

319-837-6332      West Point, IA

5636 Avenue O 
Fort Madison, IA

(319) 372-8105
Heavy Equipment • Tools • Party Supplies

2606 Ave. L, Fort Madison, IA 
372-5841

“Where The Unique Is The Ordinary”
Fine Gifts & Home Decor

 739 Ave. G, Fort Madison, IA 52627 
372-2828

Design Experts for New Homes,  
Additions, Kitchens & Bathrooms!

New & Pre-Owned Vehicles 
Sales  Service & Parts

319-372-6880
www.shottenkirkfortmadison.com

 

Decorative Concrete • Stamp Concrete 
Stamp Overlay • Acid Stain • Spray Texture

319-750-0878
Email: ljconstruction@mchsi.com 

www.larryjohnsonconstruction.com
CERTIFIED INSTALLER

Serving Fort Madison Since 1946
Fort Madison, IA 

319-372-4183
IDEAL Sand • Fort Madison, IA 

319-372-7138
Randy McFall, General Manager 319-768-6950

Aspelmeier, Fisch, power, 
enGberG & hellinG, p.l.c.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

420 Ave. E. West Point, Iowa

Phone: 319-837-6614

Equipment Sales 
Parts & Service

 1342 Pilot Grove Road 707 E. Winfield Ave 
 Pilot Grove, IA 52648 Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641 
 (319) 469-4461 (319) 385-3314 
 www.jjnichting.com caseih@jjnichting.com

Mobile Nursing Services, Ltd
Susan Becker, RN, BSN

Administrator
705 Ave. G, Fort Madison

Assisted Living at HOME©...
...for you, when you need the best!

319-372-8023
mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

Millwright  
   ServiceS inc.

2363 53rd St., Ft. Madison, IA 52627

IndustrIal PIPIng, MachIne 
erectIon & MaIntenance

Phone (319) 372-9999 
Fax (319) 372-9190

      River Ridge Orthodontics
Daniel Garrison, DMD, ABO

Teresa Salino-Hugg, DDS, MS
Orthodontics Specialists 

319-752-2025
www.riverridgeortho.com



2743 Mt Pleasant, Burlington
319.754.2020                                    

2000 S Main Street, Fairfield
641.472.2010

2235 Avenue L, Fort Madison
319.372.2020
2025 Main Street, Keokuk
319.524.2020

Opening Summer 2020
1802 E Washington Street
Mount Pleasant - 319.385.2020

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU! 

Americaneyecare .com
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 CONCHA AUDIOLOGY
LIFE, Love, Hearing 

Fort Madison • Keokuk • Mt. Pleasant 

Call (319) 372-2999

Lee County Mutual 
Insurance Association

 322 4th Street 

West Point, Iowa 52656

 319-837-6421   888-282-6421

Income Tax Planning & Preparation,  
Business Record Keeping, Payroll,  

Auditing, Business Review

406 Avenue E., West Point, IA 52656

Tel 319.837.6042 • Fax 319.837.6043

807 Ave. H 
372-2581

Tim’s TV & Satellite
412 Main Street 
HougHton, ia

319-469-7917
TV & SATELLITE SALES & SERVICE 

DISH

Assisted Living  
and Primrose Path Memory Care

2210 Avenue H 
372-4233

Dave & SanDi Behne 
hwy 61 weSt     372-6402

West Point Care Center
Miriam Johnson, Administrator

Phone (319) 837-6117 
607 N. 6th St. • P.O. Box 398 
West Point, IA 52656-0398

“SERVING YOU SINCE ‘52” 

HICKEY  
CONTRACTING COMPANY

CONCRETE CONTRACTORS

MIKE & KAREN HICKEY 
DAN HICKEY

  524-4015 Keokuk, IA

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

888-283-2265 • 319-469-3951

       Equal Housing Lender

Member FDIC

Complete Auto Repair Service
Dave Culbertson, Owner

319-372-7332
1103 Avenue H 

Fort Madison, IA 52627

24 
HOUR 
TOWING

2315 Ave L Fort Madison 
319/372-8656

Painting • Wall Coverings • Drywall Finishing

Rung & Hundt
Painting and Decorating

319-316-3692
P.O. Box 583 

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Southeast Iowa’s Favorite Sub Shop 
2805 Ave. L, Fort Madison • 372-5001 

Jacqueline Lumsden, Owner

   Merschman
   Tax & Accounting

www.merschtax.com

Laura Merschman – President

319.837.6550 Ph      319.837.6801 FAX

Stuekerjuergen
Law Firm, PLC

 
Alicia M. Stuekerjuergen 

 Attorney at Law

(319) 837-6001

Joshua R. Denning, CRPC®, CLTC®

Private Wealth Advisor
Joshua Denning & Associates

A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

701 Avenue G., Fort Madison
T: 319.372.8923 F: 319.372.8925
213 N 3rd St., Burlington
T: 319.753.6653 TF: 888.833.8923
Joshua.r.denning@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/joshua.r.denning
CA Insurance #0F00026    An Ameriprise Financial franchise

Mason Holvoet 
319-470-7372 319-470-7372 

On-site or Online Auctions!


