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GOSPEL MEDITATION 
It’s all about reconciliation and conversion, not punish-
ment. Relationships are not static adventures but won-
derful gifts that continue to develop, grow, change, and 
mature. We are meant to be social beings, so isolating 
ourselves from others is rarely helpful. But, because 
human beings are on the one hand tremendously gift-
ed, talented, and blessed creations, they are on the 
other also flawed, broken, and sinful. We all need to 
humbly admit that we are works in progress and not 
only capable of enriching each other’s lives but causing 
deep hurts and wounds as well. Hence, we always need 

to be reconciled. We are always growing, changing, and expanding our knowledge of who 
we are and how we are meant to share life together. 
 
Because reconciliation and conversion are always part of the mix of life, honesty is crucial. 
Without honesty, we can easily find ourselves living a lie and causing more harm than good. 
Being able to freely share our feelings, especially those involving pain and hurt, is a charism 
necessary to pursue and an art to learn. When we are wronged or wrong someone else, we 
do not enjoy the confrontation that can and needs to come. We are taught to keep our feel-
ings to ourselves, especially when they are negative, and we tend to avoid difficult conversa-
tions. Hence, we never really learn how to confront another, successfully resolve conflict, 
find reconciliation, and welcome conversion. When we hurt or wrong someone, it does not 
mean that we are a bad or sinful person who deserves only punishment and excommunica-
tion. Quite the opposite! We are simply a human person who can make poor choices and sin 
and can be forgiven. We can restore and deepen the relationship that has been affected and 
find our way home again. 
 
Jesus clearly wants to avoid shame because it has no purpose in achieving reconciliation and 
conversion. All broken relationships deserve a chance at reconciliation. Every person has 
room for growth and a need for conversion. We have to learn to be okay with honesty and 
not be afraid to hear and process what someone needs to say, even if it is difficult for us to 
hear. Severing a relationship, both personally or with the church community as a whole, 
ought to definitely be a last resort and only pursued when all else has failed.         
 
               ©LPi 

 
 

GETHSEMANE CEMETERY 
     Starting this past Monday, August 31, Bates Asphalt will be doing some road work 
at Gethsemane Cemetery.  Starting on the back side of the altar area (west side), 
they will be removing and replacing 600' of road.  The work will take about 10 busi-
ness days, all weather permitting.  All old concrete will be removed, and all new as-
phalt will be laid.  They will also be placing erosion stone along the road on the far 
west end of the cemetery to stop erosion.  The new road will stop on the west side of 
the southern tip of the cemetery, where the curbing is.  
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Day/Date Saint of the Day Scripture Readings Time/Location Intention 

 

Saturday 

September 5 

 
 
 
 
 

Vigil of the 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ezra 33:7-9 

Romans 13:8-10 

Matthew 18:15-20  

 

4:00 PM @ SsMJ 
 

6:30 PM Disinfecting @ SsMJ 

 

Wayne Holtkamp 
 

Frank & Donna Durand, Danelle 

 

Sunday 

September 6 

 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Ezra 33:7-9 

Romans 13:8-10 

Matthew 18:15-20  

8:30 AM @ SH 
 

10:30 AM @ SsMJ 

Rosemary Nagel and Jim Hoenig 
 

For the Parishioners 

 

Monday 

September 7 

 

Labor Day 
1 Corinthians 5:1-8 

Luke 6:6-11  

 

9:00 AM Disinfecting @ SH No Mass 
 

Laura Hyatt, Russell Savage, Allie 
 

Tuesday 

September 8 

 

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Romans 8:28-30 

Matthew 1:1-23  

 

8:00 AM @ SH 
 

Ann James 

 

Wednesday 

September 9 

 

St. Peter Claver 
1 Corinthians 7:25-31 

Luke 6:20-26  

 

8:00 AM @ SH 
  

Audrey Kipp 

Thursday 

September 10 

 

Weekday 
1 Corinthians 8:1b-13 

Luke 6:27-38  

 

8:00 AM @ SH 

 

Alice Groene 

 

Friday 

September 11 

 

Patriot Day 
1 Corinthians 9:16-27 

Luke 6:39-42  

 

8:00 AM @ SH 
 

Mary Neuweg 

 

Saturday 

September 12 

 
 
 
 
 

Vigil of the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sirach 27:30—28:7 

Romans 14:7-9 

Matthew 18:21-35  

 

4:00 PM @ SsMJ 
 

6:30 PM Disinfecting @ SsMJ 

 

For the Parishioners 
 

Rose Pohlpeter, Danelle 

 

Sunday 

September 13 

 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Sirach 27:30—28:7 

Romans 14:7-9 

Matthew 18:21-35  

8:30 AM @ SH 
 

10:30 AM @ SsMJ 

Gerry Gross 
 

Bob Mettenburg and Lisa Johnson 

  

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
SUNDAY, August 30, 2020 

 

Regular Envelopes ................... $3,730.00 
Electronic Giving ......................... $820.00 
Offertory ........................................ $66.55 
Holy Trinity .................................. $435.00 
TOTAL PARISH GIFTS ............ $5,051.55 
 

 

 

Also received:  Helping Hands - $135                 Gethsemane Cemetery - $320                              
Brown Bag - $5                                                   Votives - $72 

     As each one has received a gift, use it to serve 
one another as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace.   (1 Peter 4:10) 
 
     Thank you for the support of the church’s mis-
sion with your financial contribution! 

 

GETHSEMANE CEMETERYFALL CLEAN-UP  
The fall clean-up for Gethsemane Cemetery is scheduled for this Monday, September 7th - 12th. 
There-fore, ALL items must to be removed before September 7th. Items may be put back out begin-
ning September 13th.  
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THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

The Catholic Church celebrates today the birth of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on its traditional fixed date of September 8, nine months after the 
December 8 celebration of her Immaculate Conception as the child of 
Saints Joachim and Anne. 
 

The circumstances of the Virgin Mary's infancy and early life are not 
directly recorded in the Bible, but other documents and traditions de-
scribing the circumstances of her birth are cited by some of the earliest 
Christian writers from the first centuries of the Church. 
 

These accounts, although not considered authoritative in the same 
manner as the Bible, outline some of the Church's traditional beliefs 
about the birth of Mary. 
 

The “Protoevangelium of James,” which was probably put into its final 
written form in the early second century, describes Mary's father Joa-
chim as a wealthy member of one of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. Joa-
chim was deeply grieved, along with his wife Anne, by their childless-
ness. “He called to mind Abraham,” the early Christian writing says, 
“that in the last day God gave him a son Isaac.” 
 

Joachim and Anne began to devote themselves extensively and rigor-
ously to prayer and fasting, initially wondering whether their inability to 
conceive a child might signify God's displeasure with them. 

 

As it turned out, however, the couple were to be blessed even more abundantly than Abraham and Sarah, as an angel re-
vealed to Anne when he appeared to her and prophesied that all generations would honor their future child: “The Lord has 
heard your prayer, and you shall conceive, and shall bring forth, and your seed shall be spoken of in all the world.” 
 

After Mary's birth, according to the Protoevangelium of James, Anne “made a sanctuary” in the infant girl's room, and 
“allowed nothing common or unclean” on account of the special holiness of the child. The same writing records that when 
she was one year old, her father “made a great feast, and invited the priests, and the scribes, and the elders, and all the 
people of Israel.” 
 

“And Joachim brought the child to the priests,” the account continues, “and they blessed her, saying: 'O God of our fathers, 
bless this child, and give her an everlasting name to be named in all generations' . . . And he brought her to the chief 
priests, and they blessed her, saying: 'O God most high, look upon this child, and bless her with the utmost blessing, which 
shall be for ever.'” 
 

The protoevangelium goes on to describe how Mary's parents, along with the temple priests, subsequently decided that 
she would be offered to God as a consecrated Virgin for the rest of her life, and enter a chaste marriage with the carpenter 
Joseph. 
 

Saint Augustine described the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary as an event of cosmic and historic significance, and an ap-
propriate prelude to the birth of Jesus Christ. “She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious lily of the val-
ley,” he said. 
 

The fourth-century bishop, whose theology profoundly shaped the Western Church's understanding of sin and human na-
ture, affirmed that “through her birth, the nature inherited from our first parents is changed."           ~ Catholic News Agency 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

We had a great time at our last Zoom meet-
ing!  Join us Wednesdays on-line at 7 PM. 
This week we are discussing the Queenship 
of Mary in our faith formation meeting.  
 

 (email fortmadholyfamilyym@diodav.org for 
the password)      

 

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOLS 
Holy Trinity Catholic celebrated the Class of 2020 on Sunday, August 2nd with a beautiful outdoor Baccalaureate Mass and then the Com-

mencement Ceremony that same afternoon. What a blessing it was to finally come together with the graduates and family members to recog-

nize the completion of their education at HTC. This class missed out on so many spring activities, so they certainly deserved this final gather-

ing to worship, to pray, and to celebrate their accomplishments.  
      

HTC then quickly went into back to school mode as we prepared for a very unique first day of school. This has been a special opportunity for 

our school that we are able to bring all of our students together in their classrooms each day. HTC parents, students, and teachers all have a 

great appreciation for being together. In fact, TOGETHER is the theme for our school year. We are not only together in the classroom, but we 

are together in praying and worshiping God. Our world needs our prayers and future leaders who will have aspired to excellence in education 

and character.   
 

Please pray for all of our students and teachers in our parishes as we navigate the world of education in these times.  
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Question: Are Catholics allowed to donate their organs?  
 
Answer:  Yes, Catholics are allowed to donate their organs. In fact, the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church praises this practice when it notes that, “Organ donation after death is a noble and meri-
torious act and is to be encouraged as an expression of generous solidarity” (no. 2296). 

The Church has a series of guidelines for health care providers called 
The Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Services. This 
document helps us see organ donation as an act of charity, but it also 
reminds us that we have to be sure that donations of organs by living 
donors do not “sacrifice or seriously impair any essential bodily function 
and the anticipated benefit to the recipient is proportionate to the harm 
to the donor” (no. 30); trained medical professionals can help to make 
this assessment. In the case of organ donation at the end of life, we 
must be sure of the intentions of the donor or of their proxy are always 
respected, and that the dignity of the human body is always respected. 

In the end, we can look to Pope Saint John Paul II and his encyclical Evangelium Vitae, where he 
noted that organ donation is a beautiful act of expressing the culture of life, when “performed in an 
ethically acceptable manner, with a view to offering a chance of health or even of life itself to the sick 
who sometimes have no other hope” (no. 86).    ©LPi 

 
 
 

*** PARISH STATUS *** 
    Masses are being held, but with a capacity of 50%, observing 6’ social distancing between house-
holds, along with these other guidelines:   
 

-  bring hand sanitizer to use before and after receiving Jesus 
 

-  wear a face mask while in church 
 

**  If you have any symptoms of illness or been exposed to anyone who is ill,  
please do not enter the church. 

 
     Meetings/gatherings are to continue to be held virtually.  In person meetings may take place out-
side, if safe distances and face protection are maintained.  Indoor meetings of less than 30 minutes 
may be held if proper distancing and face protection are maintained. 
 
Holy Family Parish staff are meeting frequently to establish guidelines for safety and wellness for our 
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Larry Kelch 
Financial Advisor 

1233 Ave. H, Fort Madison, IA 52627 

Bus 319-372-8001  800-274-8001 

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Dr. Mark A. Saathoff 
PODIATRIST & FOOT SURGEON

702 23rd Street 
& Ave G 

Fort Madison, IA 

372-2105

Your information  
headquarters for the new 

medicare drug card. 
 Come see us 

or call & ask for Joe.

372-2300 
2404 AVENUE L

Compliments of:

GreGory A. Johnson 

ATTORNEY AT LAW
319-469-4141

P.O. Box 2000 
Houghton, IA 52631

KEMPKER’S

(319) 372-3515 
1904 Avenue H, Fort Madison

Free Order of Breadsticks with 
or without cheese with 

Purchase of a Large Pizza.

319-837-6332      West Point, IA

5636 Avenue O 
Fort Madison, IA

(319) 372-8105
Heavy Equipment • Tools • Party Supplies

2606 Ave. L, Fort Madison, IA 
372-5841

“Where The Unique Is The Ordinary”
Fine Gifts & Home Decor

 739 Ave. G, Fort Madison, IA 52627 
372-2828

Design Experts for New Homes,  
Additions, Kitchens & Bathrooms!

New & Pre-Owned Vehicles 
Sales  Service & Parts

319-372-6880
www.shottenkirkfortmadison.com

 

Decorative Concrete • Stamp Concrete 
Stamp Overlay • Acid Stain • Spray Texture

319-750-0878
Email: ljconstruction@mchsi.com 

www.larryjohnsonconstruction.com
CERTIFIED INSTALLER

Serving Fort Madison Since 1946
Fort Madison, IA 

319-372-4183
IDEAL Sand • Fort Madison, IA 

319-372-7138
Randy McFall, General Manager 319-768-6950

Aspelmeier, Fisch, power, 
enGberG & hellinG, p.l.c.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

420 Ave. E. West Point, Iowa

Phone: 319-837-6614

Equipment Sales 
Parts & Service

 1342 Pilot Grove Road 707 E. Winfield Ave 
 Pilot Grove, IA 52648 Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641 
 (319) 469-4461 (319) 385-3314 
 www.jjnichting.com caseih@jjnichting.com

Mobile Nursing Services, Ltd
Susan Becker, RN, BSN

Administrator
705 Ave. G, Fort Madison

Assisted Living at HOME©...
...for you, when you need the best!

319-372-8023
mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

Millwright  
   ServiceS inc.

2363 53rd St., Ft. Madison, IA 52627

IndustrIal PIPIng, MachIne 
erectIon & MaIntenance

Phone (319) 372-9999 
Fax (319) 372-9190

      River Ridge Orthodontics
Daniel Garrison, DMD, ABO

Teresa Salino-Hugg, DDS, MS
Orthodontics Specialists 

319-752-2025
www.riverridgeortho.com

2407 280th St. • Montrose, IA
1 mile west of B&B Express (Sinclair Gas Station)

(319) 470-4729          Jim & April Johnson

Hours: Mon-Sun 9am-7pm 
 VISA, MASTERCARD & EBT Accepted FRED J. HOENIG, C.P.A.

372-3587 
508 15th Street, Suite 2 

Fort Madison
Tax Planning & Preparation 

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services 
Accounting Services

1220 Mt. Pleasant St. 
Burlington, IA 52601

Ph. (319) 753-6586 
Fax (319) 208-0823

robertstirecenter.com

For all your equipment needs
Ag - Turf - Commercial

www.sinclairtractor.com

                                Financial Management Accounting, Inc.

400 S. ROOSEVELT AVE., BURLINGTON, IA 53601

Suzie Johnson • Robert Russell 
General Partners

Phone: 319-754-7706 
Fax 319-754-6846



2743 Mt Pleasant, Burlington
319.754.2020                                    

2000 S Main Street, Fairfield
641.472.2010

2235 Avenue L, Fort Madison
319.372.2020
2025 Main Street, Keokuk
319.524.2020

Opening Summer 2020
1802 E Washington Street
Mount Pleasant - 319.385.2020

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU! 

Americaneyecare .com
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 CONCHA AUDIOLOGY
LIFE, Love, Hearing 

Fort Madison • Keokuk • Mt. Pleasant 

Call (319) 372-2999

Lee County Mutual 
Insurance Association

 322 4th Street 

West Point, Iowa 52656

 319-837-6421   888-282-6421

Income Tax Planning & Preparation,  
Business Record Keeping, Payroll,  

Auditing, Business Review

406 Avenue E., West Point, IA 52656

Tel 319.837.6042 • Fax 319.837.6043

807 Ave. H 
372-2581

Assisted Living  
and Primrose Path Memory Care

2210 Avenue H 
372-4233

“SERVING YOU SINCE ‘52” 

HICKEY  
CONTRACTING COMPANY

CONCRETE CONTRACTORS

MIKE & KAREN HICKEY 
DAN HICKEY

  524-4015 Keokuk, IA

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

888-283-2265 • 319-469-3951

       Equal Housing Lender

Member FDIC

Tim’s TV & Satellite
412 Main Street 
HougHton, ia

319-469-7917
TV & SATELLITE SALES & SERVICE 

DISH

Dave & SanDi Behne 
hwy 61 weSt     372-6402

West Point Care Center
Miriam Johnson, Administrator

Phone (319) 837-6117 
607 N. 6th St. • P.O. Box 398 
West Point, IA 52656-0398

2315 Ave L Fort Madison 
319/372-8656

Painting • Wall Coverings • Drywall Finishing

Rung & Hundt
Painting and Decorating

319-316-3692
P.O. Box 583 

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Stuekerjuergen
Law Firm, PLC

 
Alicia M. Stuekerjuergen 

 Attorney at Law

(319) 837-6001

Joshua R. Denning, CRPC®, CLTC®

Private Wealth Advisor
Joshua Denning & Associates

A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

701 Avenue G., Fort Madison
T: 319.372.8923 F: 319.372.8925
213 N 3rd St., Burlington
T: 319.753.6653 TF: 888.833.8923
Joshua.r.denning@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/joshua.r.denning
CA Insurance #0F00026    An Ameriprise Financial franchise

Mason Holvoet 
319-470-7372 319-470-7372 

On-site or Online Auctions!

You’ve called the Rest, Now call the BEST!

319-457-5705319-457-5705
Commercial & Residential Commercial & Residential 
Senior/Millitary Discounts Senior/Millitary Discounts 
Roof Inspections • GuttersRoof Inspections • Gutters

619 10th Street 
Fort Madison

319-372-5181


