ay Of Easter "I am the vine, you are the branches.

e d R 11 wagsl Whoever remains in me and I in him
will bear much fruit, because without
me you can do nothing.” -Jn 15:5
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il Striving for deeper holiness, greater communion, and wider service

Mission Statement Weekly Liturgy Schedule

Rooted in the richness of the Catholic tradition, Saint Clemen * Saturday: 5:00 p.m.*
is a welcoming, respectful and vibrant parish community, on a * Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.* Family Mass;
common journey toward holiness. 9:30 a.m. (Chapel); 11:15 a.m.,

11:15 a.m. (Chapel); 7:00 p.m.

Sunday: 4:30 p.m. - Faith Hub Mass
* Monday: 8:30 a.m.; Tuesday: 6:00 p.m.
* Confessions: Saturday 4 - 4:45 p.m.
Gmteful to God for our many blessings, we have a sacred * Communion distribution: Sundays
responsibility to share our gifts, serve the common good, make 12:15 p.m.-12:45 p.m. (no reservations required)
a meaningful difference in peoples’ lives, and respond to the
challenge to live the Gospel every day. Reservations required: clement.org/reopening

*Live-streamed: clement.org/online-mass

Empowered by the liturgy, we worship together and deepen
our faith in Jesus Christ through sacraments, prayer, service,
spiritual formation, and education.

Saint Clement Parish | 642 W. Deming Place, Chicago, IL 60614 | t.773-281-0371 | f.773-281-2509 | www.clement.org




Pastor's Column

Striving for Deeper Holiness
Pastor’s Spiritual Message

Dear friends and guests,

Saint Clement is a thriving community that every

day strives to continue the work of Christ. We do it
by our celebration of the sacraments, our worship
during Sunday Masses and our generosity of service
and accompaniment of others. But where does all

of it start? What's the source of this great generosity
and kindness? The first Gospel of this month, taken
from John chapter 15, tells us that our generosity is an
expression of our interconnection, our belonging, to
Jesus Christ. With the line “I am the vine and you are
the branches,” Jesus reminds us that the good we do
comes as a spiritual fruit of our closeness to him. That’s
precisely why our Sunday worship, our participation
in the Mass is so critical. Worship takes us away from
being self-centered to being God-centered. It reminds
us that we are not the vine, but the branches and we
have life because of Christ. The Gospel is pretty clear
that only in Christ and through Christ can we receive
the fullness of life and help others to experience that
fullness of life through him. Hence, my invitation to
all our members is to begin or renew or strengthen our
participation in the Sunday Eucharist, which is “the
source and the summit of the Christian life.”

FR.PETER WOJCIK
Pastor P

Consider reengaging or engaging even more deeply in
the liturgy here at Saint Clement. If you are vaccinated and
feel safe, please try to get to church every week to make our
worship of God a regular spiritual feast of our week. If you
are joining us online, perhaps take a next step in being more
intentional about it by lighting a candle, taking a moment to
read the liturgical readings before the Mass or choosing your
favorite hymn to sing as a form of your own personal worship.

I believe with all my heart that we don’t want to just be
super busy, we want to be fruitful! That fruitfulness starts
with a strong, ongoing relationship with Christ and his body,
the Church. Consider taking a next step in your ongoing
engagement in the life of this community. Visit clement.org
for a number of opportunities to serve in our ministries and
outreach programs as together we grow in our love and our
service to God and to others.

Easter Blessings,
-Fr. Peter

Parish Staff Changes
Welcome New Staff Members & Current Staff Member to New

Role! wWe invite you to learn more about them and their roles at clement.org.

- _l-"" o
Nicole Zenner - Director of Parish
Strategy and Planning

Kelly Amshoff - Coordinator of New
Member Outreach & Hospitality

Lori Howard
Interim Liturgy Manager

Gabriel Mayhugh
Senior Manager of Parish Systems

2 |

Highlighted Items

Belong (p.3)
e Mother's Day & May Crowning
o Steward Stories: Allen Wesolowski

Pray (p. 4)

e Rosary in May

¢ Reconciliation in Chapel

o Staff reflection: Nicole Zenner
Serve (p. 5)

e Service Day Thank you!

¢ We Need YOU!

Give (p. 6)

e Annual Mother's Day Appeal
Learn (p. 7)

e Encounter Recap

e School Notes

Parish Updates (p. 8)

e New School Principal Named!
¢ Renovation & Improvements
e Reception Coverage Needed




gf, Belong

May 9 is Mother's Day

"Nothing gives me greater joy than to hear that my children are
walking in the truth.” 3 John 1:4

As we celebrate as a community, Jg,y:: € a";*._ ,
let us remember our mothers L HAPPY * :
and mother figures the weekend Ly VL T_ s
of May 8-9. Whether you are A _L{p “4 ZAA. 3
young or old, with or without g, NAY :iets
your mother, we've compiled o N cidds f

a list of Mother's Day activities 2 {i

you can participate in:

¢ send a card to your mother, a mother you know, or
someone who has been like a mother to you.

e say a special prayer for your mother, whether she is
living or deceased.

e attend Mass with our
Mother's Day blessing and
Crowning of Mary at 5 p.m,,
9:30 am. & 11:15 a.m.

e draw a picture of Mary
with a crown of flowers and
bring the drawing to Mass.
e if you are unable to
attend in person, we

will offer a curbside
Mother's Day blessing

from 12:15-12:45 p.m.
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May 9 is 6th Sunday of Easter

We understand that for many women, and men, the
Mother's Day holiday can be a very difficult day.

If you find yourself not wanting to celebrate this
holiday this year, we encourage you to attend two of
our Masses. The 8:00 a.m. Mass on May 9th will not
have a special blessing, nor will we crown Mary
during the Mass. It will be a regular Easter season
Mass. The 7:00 p.m. Mass on May 9th will not have a
special blessing; however, we will crown Mary during
the Mass. We look forward to praying with you!

Register for The Plaza

for weekly updates

Bulletin published monthly

Our parish bulletin is published on the first Sunday of the
month. Stay informed on the latest parish news and updates
by signing up for our e-newsletter, The Plaza, sent straight to
your inbox! Register at clement.org/plaza.

Steward Stories

Our Steward Stories are shared by parishioners who
have connected with Saint Clement and actively live
a life of stewardship. Today we hear parishioner
Allen Wesolowski share about his experience of
Encountering God's Mercy as part of our monthly
Encounter Series (clement.org/encounter).

ALLEN WESOLOWSKI
Adapted from his Encounter Series Witness Talk

I got married in 1987, started a new
job, moved to Lakeview in 1990 and s
accidentally discovered Saint Clem-
ent that spring just before Easter.
While serving in the RCIA process,

we talked about the discernment of 7ES

the heart that is manifested in our W Tt
outward actions. While my personal " \ 90
volunteering was growing over - ORE! ] "

time, I still had a sense that I was

taking the easy road, while so many in the broader
world continued to suffer. I realized that my many
blessings could not be hoarded; I needed to share
them in a sacrificial way.

Armed with the solidarity I found at Saint Clem-
ent, I discovered I could join with others, sharing
values in common, to share the mercy of God, not
just with our candidates and catechumens as a
theological idea in the RCIA process, but with real
people in need in my neighborhood, in my city, in
the country and around the world through concrete
initiatives. I did not need to know all the answers
before acting; I could choose to walk with the
stranger, whose voice may otherwise go unheard,
and I could bring forth our common petitions to
those who have the power to make decisions. Only
as a member of this wonderful faith community,
have I dared to try and make a difference.

Along the way there have been many challenges.
I'’know I would have thrown in the towel many
times if I had not a faith story and community to
fall back on for courage and hope. At the same time,
with great joy, [ have seen this holy space filled
to capacity to pray for the success of the Lincoln
Park Community Shelter during a time of civic
debate over its future; we serve the needy among us
through so many outreach efforts too numerous to
list here, including our Clements Commits program
and newly established ove Your Neighbor minis-
try. And how many have we reached through our
virtual footprint this past year!!

/
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Rosary in May
Looking for a new way to pray? Have you thought of
praying the Rosary?

Join us in May as our Rosary Group offers a twice a
week opportunity to pray the Rosary in person or via

livestream. Every Monday and Tuesday after Daily Mass,

a volunteer leader will lead us in this prayer. The
repetition in the rosary is meant to lead one into restful
and contemplative prayer related to each Mystery. We

welcome you to explore this centuries old Catholic prayer.
Register to participate in-person at clement.org/rosary

Pray the Rosary at Saint Clement:
Monday, May 3rd at 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday, May 4th at 6:30 p.m.

Monday, May 10th at 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday, May 11th at 6:30 p.m.

Monday, May 17th at 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday, May 18th at 6:30 p.m.

Monday, May 24th at 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday, May 25th at 6:30 p.m.

How to Pray the Rosary
If you are new to praying the
rosary, or are interested in
learning more about it, we
invite you to watch a recorded
video of a recent instructional
Zoom discussion with Mary
Schwarz. There will be an
opportunity to participate live
in another instructional Zoom
on Monday, May 3 at 7:00 p.m.

Visit clement.org/rosary for access to the video or to
register for the upcoming Zoom discussion.

Sacrament of Reconciliation in
the Chapel

Beginning May 1, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will
take place in the Chapel at 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays.
Please register to attend (via Mass Reservations link
at clement.org) and enter through the parish office
doors. Our on-duty receptionist will direct you to the
chapel. Please wait in the back pews of the chapel and
the priest will call you up to the chairs near the altar
when it is your turn.

Celebrate
Pentecost
with us on

Sunda
23rd'

N

Excerpt from Weekly Staff

Scripture Reflection
Fifth Sunday of Easter

"So that is why even more in 2021 like the vine grower in
today’s Gospel from John, God wants to help us prune
our branches — our thoughts, speech, and actions — to
bear fruit in the year ahead. We need this time to not
think of our own agenda, but to understand how God
wants us to grow this year. Are you listening to God?
Simply, it's one command, love one another."

Find Nicole's full reflection (as well as other weekly staff
reflections) at clement.org/mews-events or via The Plaza
e-newsletter at clement.org/plaza.



