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PARISH STAFF  

Father Nestor A. Varon, AIC, Pastor 

In Residence, Msgr. John J. Siekierski  

Sister Gloria Jean Kozlowski, Director 

of Religious Education 

Anne J. Ruiz, School Principal 

Dora Castellanos, School Secretary 

Heladia Rivera, Church Secretary 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday  

9:00 am — 3:00 pm 

6:30 pm — 8:30 pm (by appointment) 

Office Closed: Wednesday,  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

 

TELEPHONE  

Parish Office/Rectory 398-2341 

Convent                397-7059 

School                398-1316 

 

MASSES  

Saturday 4:30 pm 

Sunday  8:30 am and 12:00 Noon 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

Tuesday & Thursday at 8:15 am 

Word & Communion Service 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 

at 8:15 am 

 

CONFESSIONS  

Saturday at 4:00 pm and immediately 

after the 4:30 pm Mass.  Face to Face 

Confessions by appointment only. 
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In Ordinary Time 

St. Stanislaus 
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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

It is the 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time and the middle of 

Summer. The Gospel continues to be read from Matthew 

in this Cycle A. Today we begin chapter 13, sometimes 

referred to as the chapter on parables, for Matthew has 

Jesus teach seven parables in this chapter. The word 

“parable” reflects the Hebrew word māshāl, which in turn 

means wisdom-saying, proverb or a parable: The first of 

the seven of these is the text chosen for our hearing today

– a very familiar one to most of us. Jesus himself named it 

The Parable of the Sower and The Seed.  (Matt. 13:18) 

Jesus loved to use parables to teach people about God and 

how to live the way God wants us to live. In this Sunday’s 

Gospel, Lisa Riso writer in Magnifikid wrote, Jesus 

compares the word of God to seeds. The seeds, he says, 

need to fall on good soil in order to grow and bear fruit. 

In the same way, the word of God needs to be heard by 

people who take the time to receive it and let it grow 

inside of them. Jesus is telling us that the word of God is 

eager to become alive inside of us. All we have to do is 

listen! It’s OK if we don’t always understand everything 

we hear, as long as we take the time to really listen with 

an open heart. We need to make time for this! Just as your 

family needs to take time for meals together, every 

Christian needs to feed daily on the word of God! The 

good news for all the faithful is that there are so many 

ways to encounter the Bible, wrote editor Fr. Robert in a 

recent article: Untold Riches Hidden In Just One Book.   

Summer vacation is a perfect time to take a hard copy or 

listen to an audio copy or even download an app that 

allows you to read on your phone. The Word of the Lord, 

the healing words of scripture can translate a summer trip 

into a life changing event. And continue to read after the 

trip is over, well into the fall. The Bible is so available, 

make it a priority this year to welcome its presence and 

grace. For many of us readers of this section of the 

bulletin our experience with the Bible is most probable 

limited to Mass or some study of Bible stories when we 

were young. Now as adults perhaps our interest is stressed 

by Protestant friends whom we have met who carry and 

read their Bibles in public places and tell us they can’t 

respond to our invitation to go or to do something because 

it is their Bible study night. How awesome it would be if 

we Catholics could develop that need in our lives and 

together study the Word of God so we can believe it. Till 

that moment it is the mission of this bulletin to provide 

you with on going adult religious education and things to 

inspire you and to feed your soul each week like these 

words from the Word Among Us for this week. This week 

try to sow the seed of God’s word within you. Either 

before or after Mass, carve out fifteen minutes and focus 

on hearing Jesus speak to you. Find a quiet spot, choose 

one of the readings from today’s Mass, and read it. Really 

read it. Ask the Holy Spirit to be with you and help you  

understand what God is saying. When a word or phrase leaps 

out at you, let it sink into your heart like seed in good soil. 

Ask Jesus what he wants you to do about it. Then do it. Let 

h i s  w o r d  b e a r  f r u i t  i n  y o u r  l i f e .  

 “Thank you, Jesus, for sowing your word into my heart. 

Help me to nurture it so that I can become more like you.” 

Perhaps you might want to have a pen and paper in hand or 

your electronic tablet and jot down any thought the Holy 

Spirit may inspire. Sr. Miriam Pollard OCSO, a sister of St. 

Rita Abbey in Sonoita, AZ. has  made a practice of doing 

just that and here is her poetic reflection for our inspiration 

and soul's nourishment.  

Some Tiny Seeds Fell... 

We are the path. So dusty and hard and bored with our lot in 

life. And the word—this word we know so well and have 

heard so often — drifts down to be squashed into soil to be 

pecked at by the dull routine of one more day. Dry. Drought. 

Caked and unproductive earth.  

We are the rocks, somebody needs us, needs our enthusiasm, 

our smile, our toleration and understanding. And we are so 

tired. So tired. Too tired to send down roots to search for 

water.  

We are a bed of thorns. Don’t you feel that way sometimes? 

If only for a little while? Cranky and sensitive to every noise. 

Grouchy. Intolerant. Why can’t they sing right? Why can’t 

they keep quiet when I have a headache? Why does the dog 

bark?  

We are good soil. Soft and moist and full of sun. Not because 

we feel pious, not because the baking has been uneventful 

and is now over. Or because the bananas have come. Or 

because we fell a little —just a little— more important than 

yesterday.  

But because, by the grace of God, the little seeds in my heart 

have begun to sprout into responsibility for myself, for the 

world I came to help save, for the lost and lonely people who 

wander in darkness, for the life I have been given with which 

to save and heal and comfort.  

Because the tiny seeds are poking their way into the sun, are 

waving small leaves of joy, a new and different kind of joy, 

at being the minister of God’s peace, at being the 

companion, the homes, the hands and the heart of Jesus the 

eternal Lord.  

This week’s celebrated saints are St. Keteri Tekakwitha, the 

first Native American saint to be canonized is honored on 

Tuesday. Wednesday is Bonaventure’s day. He was a 

Franciscan priest ordained a Bishop and declared a Doctor of 

the Church. Because his name translates into Good-fortune, 

some gamblers have made him their patron. Thursday honors 

our Blessed Mother under her tile of Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel, and the week concludes with the memorial of St. 

Camillus de Lellis a young crippled veteran when he was 

saved from a gambling addiction by the preaching of a 

Capuchin Monk and decided to dedicate his life to nursing 

others. How timely each of their stories are for us today in 

our “troubling” times assuring us that God is with us.  
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Scripture Reflection 

Using the best seeds doesn’t always guarantee the best 

plants. An older Italian gentleman straight from Italy gave 

me these amazing tomato seeds that he claimed produced 

the best tomatoes ever grown. Without doubt, the fruit he 

shared with me was a testament to that fact. These 

tomatoes were amazing! I couldn’t wait until the next 

growing season to plant these seeds and harvest my own 

tomatoes. The whole experiment ended up a failure. I did 

everything the gentleman said, but my fruit didn’t even 

come close. What happened? At first I was perplexed, then 

some years later the light dawned. The problem wasn’t the 

seeds, it was the soil! You cannot sow seeds in any old 

place and in a haphazard way and expect them to be at 

their best. It doesn’t work that way. Planting the seeds is 

the easiest part. Preparing the soil is the challenge. Tilling, 

mulching, enriching, and building up the nutrients are all 

required for good fruit. Then after the seeds are planted, 

more care is required in order to maintain that healthy, 

nutrient rich environment for those seeds to sprout, grow, 

and flourish. God happily sows the seeds of his Word. 

What do we do with them? If we expect to be a passive 

bystander and have good fruit magically grow, we are 

mistaken. Bearing the good fruit of God’s Word requires 

preparation and work. We have to cultivate the soil of our 

lives so that those seeds can find a proper home. This one 

thing alone takes a great deal of patience, time, and effort. 

What kind of preparation have we put into our lives so that 

we can be a recipient of God’s seed? It takes a great deal of 

soul-searching and ego-checking to properly prepare. God 

is the ever faithful and persistent sower. If the seeds do not 

bear fruit the first time, God will come back time and time 

again, giving it another try. If we have created a suitable 

bed for sowing, then once the seed is sown, we must 

properly maintain them. What is our maintenance plan for 

the seeds of God’s Word? We need not only a source for 

water but a watering schedule. We need to weed, aerate the 

soil, nurture the young plants, protect them, and provide 

proper nutrients. What does our spiritual maintenance plan 

look like? If we have done all things well, imagine what 

the seeds of God’s Word could produce in us! 

 

Inspiration For The Week 

Any good farmer will tell you that regardless of how good 

the quality of the seed, its sprouting and bearing of 

effective fruit is dependent upon the quality of the soil. 

Preparing the soil is one of the most essential components 

of farming. There is no doubt that the seed of God’s Word 

will eventually achieve its purpose. God cannot and will 

not fail. When and how that seed bears fruit is, however, 

dependent upon us. What is the quality and condition of 

your soil? Life’s concerns and preoccupations can cause us 

to become inattentive to our inner life. This sometimes 

unintentional neglect can result in our soil becoming hard, 

overgrown with weeds, rocky, parched, and lifeless. When 

God’s seed is sown, it doesn’t always take root because it 

struggles to establish roots and flourish. How can you more 

attentively attend to the soil of your heart so that it will be a 

fertile and vital place for the fruit of the Gospel to grow? 
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Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH TWO WEEKS AGO IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO………...………....$3,218.00 

Adult envelopes issued……..………....…..296 (June, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used….……….....88/30%  (June 28, 2020) 

Food Pantry………2 donations……..………….......$150.00 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO…………..……....$2,810.00 

Adult envelopes issued…………..........…..295 (July, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used….……...........116/39% (July 5, 2020) 

Food Pantry………1 donations……..………….........$50.00 

 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

CONSIDERATION: The meek (those not easily provoked)  

shall inherit the earth. 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

When I was a child, my mother had a set of sculptures resem-

bling three human heads. One head had hands over the ears, 

one had hands over the eyes, and one had hands over the 

mouth. Of course, they depicted the phrase, “Hear no evil; see 

no evil; speak no evil.” I have seen these images repeated 

many times since then, usually as the monkey heads from a 

Japanese proverb, which would have probably seemed a little 

less creepy to me when I was a small child. Apparently, there 

is no consensus about the full meaning or certain origin of 

these three images nor the phrase. At the very least, it causes 

us to reflect on the need to avoid evil and look for the good in 

things. As I have lived my life, I have come to believe there 

are more people who lives their lives in a contrary manner to 

these images. It is not that they seek evil, but it is as if they 

“see no good, hear no good, and speak no good.” Gossiping is 

the way they pass the time, and they always seem to find the 

negative in people and situations. Being a good steward cer-

tainly means that we do not seek evil, but more than that, it 

means that we see the abundance of good things all around us. 

These gifts of God are big and little, profound and ordinary. 

By seeing the world in this way, we begin to change our per-

sonalities and our overall disposition. We always need to fol-

low a new proverb: see all the good, hear all the good, and 

speak about the good. Amen.      — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



. 

*Weekday & Saturday Masses in church are  

cancelled until further notice.  

Mass intentions will be rescheduled* 

Monday, July 13 - St. Henry 

8:15am  

Tuesday, July 14 - St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin 

8:15am  † 

Wednesday, July 15 - St. Bonaventure, Bishop &        

                                      Doctor of the Church 

8:15am  

Thursday, July 16 - Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

8:15am  † 

Friday,  July 17  

8:15am  

Saturday, July 18 - St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest 

4:30pm  † 

Sunday, July 19, 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am  †Casimir Radziwiecki int. Teresa Radziwiecki  

                and Family 

              Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 

12 Noon† 

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday,  July 18 & 19  

Saturday, July 18 

4:30pm  

Sunday, July 19 

8:30am  

12 Noon  

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday,  July 18 & 19  

Saturday, July 18 

4:30pm  

Sunday, July 19 

8:30am  

12 Noon  

       Prayer During A Health Crisis  

Compassionate and Loving Father, in the face of 

confusion and concern impart to us the calm of 

your presence. In You allow us to find hope and 

healing. Be with those who serve the sick and 

give them Your caring hands. Be with those who 

lead and give them Your Spirit of wisdom. Be with 

those who have fallen ill and give them Your 

comforting heart. Wrap your arms around our 

world and hold us in your love. Allow us at this 

time of trial to then serve as instruments of that 

love to all we meet. We ask this in Your Name.  

Amen. 
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Quote from Pope Francis 

You can, you must try to seek God in 

every human life. Although the life of a 

person is a land full of thorns and weeds, 

there is always a space in which the good 

seed can grow. You have to trust God.  



. 

Sharing the Gospel 

The farmer is God. The seed is God's Word. That makes 

the soil your heart. If your heart is angry or stubborn, 

God's Word can't sink in. If your heart is shallow, God's 

Word can't take root. Instead, you will worry about 

getting power or riches. If your heart is discouraged by 

people who hate God, your faith will choke. If your 

heart is soft, God's Word will change your life, and it 

will show. 

Prayer 

God, help my heart to be soft. Help your Word to 

change my life. 

Food Pantry News 

We are so grateful to all who 

donated to the food pantry, with 

your support we were able to help 

70 East Chicago residents. Thank 

you as well, to the volunteers for 

helping out, before, during, and 

after in the food pantry. We couldn’t have done it 

without you.  Our next pantry will be  July 27, 2020.    

                            May God Bless You! 

Community Events 

News from our City of East Chicago  

to its Residents 

Looking for Employment? 

Have you been furloughed, laid off or unemployed 

because of the Covid-19 crisis? We’d like to help! The 

City of East Chicago invited local employers to share 

job opportunities – from apprentice programs to 

landscaping and banking – on our website. To apply 

visit: eastchicago.com/390/Employment-Opportunities 

 

East Chicago Public Library  

The East Chicago Public Library is offering curbside 

service to those who have accounts in good standing. 

Here are the steps: 

1. Select a location and call to place your items on 

hold with your library card number.  

2. We’ll call you when your order is ready. Tell us 

when you’ll pick up.  

3. Call us when you arrive and provide your name, 

phone, ID, description of vehicle and orange cone 

number. Items will be delivered to your vehicle 

when you arrive. 

When: 9:30am to 5:30pm Monday – Friday. 

For more information: Call the Main Library at 219-397-

2453, ext.21 or the Pastrick Branch at 219-397-5505, 

ext. 10 

Cancellations & Closures 

All special events have been canceled or postponed 

until further notice. Jeorse Park Beach, the Splash Pad, 

H2Oh water sports rentals and all city pools remain 

closed amid the Covid-19 crisis. For updated 

information you can visit eastchicago.com 

 

Census 2020 

Stand up and be counted, East Chicago! Take the 2020 

Census by responding online at 2020census.gov  or by 

phone at 1-844-330-2020. Residents are encouraged to 

reply promptly. US Census personnel will begin visiting 

households in August. 

 

Weed Spraying 

When Public Works sprays for unsightly weeds, please 

keep away from those with blue on them. The dye is 

there to make residents aware that spraying has taken 

place. The chemical is harmless to humans after it 

dries, which takes about 20 minutes. Accidental 

contact: wash with a mild soap and water for 20 

seconds. For more information: Call 219-391-8463. 
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Indiana

CatholicMatch.com/IN

EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

Turning 65 or Older?
Best In Medicare Supplement!
Senior Care Insurance Services

• Medicare Supplement Plans • Medicare Disability Plans 
• Madicare Part D Prescription Drug Plans

Conveniently located offices in Merrillville,  
Schererville, Valparaiso & Munster       
(219) 736-7800 / 1-800-821-0604

Fred M. Ulayyer 
Licensed Insurance Agent

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

Gus & Irene Liquors
WINE, BEER & 

SPIRITS STORE
Shopping & Retail

3902 Alder Street 
East Chicago, IN (219) 397-1099

Coldest Beer in Town!

MARBLE METALS
Top Dollar for All Metals

We Buy Aluminum - 
Aluminum Cans - Brass 

Copper - Stainless
Hrs 8-4, Sat 8-1
DROSS FAMILY

127 Marble St.     931-7975

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464


