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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

It’s the 16th Sunday, in Ordinary Time. This Sunday we 

continue reading from (Matthew 13), the chapter on parables. In 

the three short ones which are given in this periscope, Jesus 

continues to describe for his listeners what the Kingdom of 

heaven is. Again he uses his number one teaching tool as 

Michael Novak noted in the We Celebrate Worship Resource. 

First, wheat grows alongside weeds that threaten to choke it. 

Next, a large mustard plant grows from a tiny seed. In the final 

one, a pinch of yeast leavens a huge batch of flour. In each 

parable something seemingly insubstantial grows into 

something extraordinarily large. The full-grown mustard bush 

can accommodate a whole flock of birds. The amount of 

leavened bread is enough to feed over a hundred people. 

Despite the weeds, enough wheat is collected at harvest to fill a 

barn. But why leave the weeds in the first place? Wisdom gives 

a hint, telling us that God’s leniency and clemency give hope to 

the sinner, who knows that repentance is possible. Therefore, 

the weeds are allowed to grow until harvest, giving every 

opportunity for repentance, for mercy. In our weakness, Saint 

Paul writes, the Holy Spirit comes to our aid. We are able to 

resist the weeds of temptation and harm. In the end, the 

kingdom of God continues to grow, albeit imperceptibly, 

fighting the weeds, relying on God’s grace, eventually shining 

like the sun.  

What is heaven like? The authors of The Sourcebook likewise 

focus on this key universal question and provide us with more 

insight into the parable wisdom and our living homework for 

this week’s lesson. So, it’s not surprising that people asked 

Jesus this question. But instead of telling them about harps, 

clouds, and pearly gates, he told them about seeds. It’s true that 

the Kingdom of Heaven is the hope of eternal life, but 

according to Jesus, the Kingdom of Heaven is not only 

something in our future. It’s here already, planted like a seed in 

the hearts of those who believe, and in the Church. It may be 

hidden, like the seed under the dirt or the yeast folded into the 

dough, but it is here, nevertheless. And Jesus promised that 

what is now concealed will someday be revealed (Matthew 

10:26). The time we live in is a time of waiting between the 

planting and the harvest - that is, between Jesus’ first coming 

and his return. But during that time, those who follow Jesus are 

expected to do some things. We can continue the work of Jesus 

by spreading the seeds of the Kingdom. When we love our 

neighbor, when we feed the hungry, when we talk about our 

faith with others, we are planting seeds. But there is one thing 

we are not to do, and that is to judge others. That means we are 

not allowed to try to determine who are the “wheat” and who 

are “weeds.” As our First Reading says, we are to treat others 

with leniency and kindness. The psalm reminds us to forgive. In 

fact, forgiving others is another way to plant the seeds of the 

Kingdom (Matthew 18:21 - 35). Judgment is God’s job, and 

even he is not yet doing it because there is still time for 

conversion - as long as one is alive, there is still time to turn to 

God. So keep spreading those seeds.    

This week’s celebration of the Saints who have gone before us 

is full —Check it out. Do you know about Monday’s St. 

Apollinaris? Tuesday’s St. Lawrence of Brindisi? Wednesday’s 

St. Mary Magdalene? Thursday’s St. Bridget? Friday’s St. 

Sharbel Makhluf? And surely Saturday’s St. James?  

 

If not spend a few minutes each day looking up their lives and 

asking them to help you in your growing in wisdom, age and grace.  

There are many names that Jesus goes by in the gospels. He is 

known as Emmanuel, Christ, Son of God, Son of Man, Lamb of 

God, and may others. Perhaps given our readings from last 

Sunday, this Sunday, and the next we should add another title  for 

Jesus: Storyteller, after all each new day gives us something to 

learn. These thirty-one days of July are annually dedicated to the 

Most Precious Blood of Christ. What we know about this aspect of 

the Christ is what we have seen in pictures, what we have learned 

from the Scriptures. On the night before He died he took the 

chalice and said —The Chalice of My Blood, the Blood of the 

New and Eternal Covenant.  And we experience The Blood of 

Chris. What meaning does this have for you? In talking to 

Protestant sisters and brothers they will proudly tell that they have 

been washed in the Blood of the Lamb. Perhaps for the rest of 

these lazy, hazy days of July each of us can think about this and 

pray the following invocations from The Litany of The Precious 

Blood of Jesus Christ. 

• The ocean of the Blood of Jesus Christ .…………………...set us free 

• The Blood of Jesus Christ, full of holiness and 

compassion…………………………………………………set us free 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, our strength and power…...set us free 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the Everlasting Covenant…set us free 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the foundation of the Christian faith 

……………………………………………………………...set us free 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the armor of God………….set us free 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the Divine Charity………..set us free 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the scourge of demons……set us free 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the help of those in bondage 

……………………………………………………………...set us free 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the sacred wine………..….set us free 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the power of Christians…..set us free 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the defender of the Catholic 

wall………………………………………………………....set us free 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the Christian’s true 

faith………………………………………………………....set us free 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the healing blood…………….save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the anointing blood…………..save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the boldness of the children of 

God………………………………………………………..…...save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the commander of Christian 

warriors…………………………………………………..……save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the blood of resurrection..…..save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the drink of heavenly angels...save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the consolation of God the 

Father……………………………………………………….…save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the power of the Hoy Spirit....save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the circumcision of the 

Gentiles………………………………………………………..save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the peace of the world……….save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the sunshine of Heaven & 

Earth……………………………………………………….…..save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the rainbow in Heaven……....save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the hope of innocent children..save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the Word of God in our 

hearts………………………………………………………….save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the heavenly weapon………...save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the Divine Wisdom……….....save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the foundation of the world....save us 

• Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the mercy of God the Father..save us 
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Scripture Reflection 

Grace and sin, belief and unbelief, good and evil all exist 

together. While we wrestle with these two dimensions of 

reality inwardly, they are also witnessed in the actions and 

words of others. Many, all too often, beat themselves up 

because of their sin. We are also all too quick to pass 

judgment on others whom we perceive to be in error and 

walking down a wrong path. God does not make rash 

judgments, nor should we. Patience is the order of the day 

as is an understanding that God is ultimately the caller of 

the shots. Our faith tells us that while God allows the wheat 

and the weeds to coexist, the wheat will always triumph. As 

long as we can cultivate even a little faith and a small 

measure of desire for God, He can produce abundant 

blessings and good things. Even when the weeds seem to 

have triumphed, there still may be a small measure of faith 

remaining that can be cultivated and grown. It doesn’t take 

much! Unless a person totally allows the weeds to reign, 

there is always to be found at least a small measure of faith, 

good, light, and love. With even this small portion, God can 

produce abundant growth. Admittedly, it is easy to give into 

the weeds, and they grow very quickly. Any gardener 

knows this to be true. Sometimes, the weeds even seem 

more attractive and vibrant. Dealing with weeds can quickly 

become a losing battle, and they can look healthier and 

grow faster than the very plants we are trying to protect. It’s 

easy to give into them and let them win. While God will 

deal with all things in due time, we are responsible for 

keeping things in check in the short term. It is our task to 

keep our eyes fixed on God’s presence and mercy. We are 

asked to avoid judgment. And, it is not our responsibility to 

deal with the weeds in someone else’s garden, only our 

own. One garden is enough responsibility for anyone. 

Weeds have power. We have to realize this. While they can 

appear attractive and healthy, they can quickly choke us off 

from God’s presence. Our task is one of maintenance and 

cultivating a desire for God. Even the smallest kernel of 

faith can grow into something wonderful. In God’s time, the 

eternal harvest will come, and we will no longer have to 

worry about the weeds.  

 

Inspiration For The Week 

Grace and sin are found together. As much as our hearts 

long for union with God, there is always that part of us that 

resists. As much as I wholeheartedly believe in God, there 

is a dimension of disbelief with which I also wrestle. Even 

though we may seek purity and integrity in all of our 

thoughts, words, and deeds, there is also the path toward 

weakness and sin that we find ourselves traversing. Just as 

weeds can easily overtake the best of gardens, so too can 

weakness and sin overtake and overwhelm a person. The 

call is to realize the power the weeds of sin have to choke 

us off from God’s presence. While God allows the wheat 

and the weeds to exist together, we must keep our eyes 

fixed on God’s mercy and forgiveness and resist the death 

that comes from giving way to sin and evil. In God’s time, 

the eternal harvest will come, and we will no longer have 

to worry about the weeds. For now, we must be vigilant 

and regularly seek the assistance of the Master Gardener. 
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Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO…………..……....$4,653.00 

Adult envelopes issued…………..........…...295 (July, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used….……….....116/39% (July 12, 2020) 

Food Pantry………5 donations……..………..........$235.00 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

CONSIDERATION:  Don’t ever think you’ve succeeded. 

Always try to do better—otherwise, drop dead. 

                             — Orchestra Conductor Arturo Toscanini 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

A friend recently confided in me that although he prayed 

frequently each day and was involved heavily in his parish, 

he did not sense much fruit coming from it all and was left 

feeling unsatisfied. I assured him he was not alone. I told 

him of a deceased pastor of mine who had spoken fre-

quently about being in this type of situation. Even as a 

priest, he knew all too well of how we can feel like we are 

simply going through the motions. It is precisely at those 

times that continuing to pray and practicing good steward-

ship is most important, because it would be easier to simply 

take a break and risk never coming back. He liked to say, 

“Do the drill,” meaning just do what needs to be done. We 

are all called to be mature disciples who answer the call of 

Jesus Christ regardless of the cost. We cannot choose when 

and where the call will come. We cannot schedule our stew-

ardship in a way that is always most convenient for us. 

Even when the fruits of our faithful efforts seem hidden 

from us, we hold to the promise that we are never called to 

give of ourselves for nothing. God is working through us 

and in us. No matter how dry the land may seem, seeds are 

being planted to yield a harvest greater than we can ever 

realize. Stay strong and do the drill!  

 — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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*Weekday & Saturday Masses in church are  

cancelled  until further notice.  

Mass intentions will be rescheduled* 

Monday, July 20 - St. Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr 

8:15am  

Tuesday, July 21 - St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest &  

                                Doctor of the Church 

8:15am  † 

Wednesday, July 22 - St. Mary Magdalene   

8:15am  

Thursday,  July 23 - St. Bridget, Religious 

8:15am  † 

Friday, July 24 - St. Sharbel Makhlūf, Priest 

8:15am  † 

Saturday, July 25 - St. James, Apostle 

4:30pm  † 

Sunday, July 26, 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am  †Edward C. Traher - 1st Anniversary of Death 

                int. Wife, Diane Traher  

               Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 

12Noon † 

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday,  July 25 & 26  

Saturday, July 25 

4:30pm  

Sunday, July 26 

8:30 am  

12:00 Noon  

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday,  July 25 & 26  

Saturday, July 25 

4:30 pm  

Sunday, July 26 

8:30 am  

12 Noon  

Good and Evil 

Question: 

If God is good, why is there evil in the world? 

 

Answer: 

The problem of evil is perplexing. If God is all-

powerful and all-good, why doesn't He stop bad 

things for happening? He must either not be all-

powerful, or perhaps He’s not very good after all. 

Human beings have faced the possibility of evil 

since the very beginning of our existence. In 

granting us free will, God gives us the ability to 

make free choices. God does not force us into moral 

perfection. We are not forced to love Him or to love 

our neighbor. We must make the decision ourselves. 

This means, of course, that we have the ability to 

choose against love. One small decision of 

selfishness, jealously, or pride may not seem so 

bad. But every decision — good or bad — is like a 

stone dropped into a still pond. The ripples extend 

much farther than the original stones. When 

decisions against love begin to compound, they 

affect families, neighborhoods, and nations. This is 

all the more reasons for Christians to be faithful to 

our baptismal call to love one another as Christ has 

loved us! 
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Quote from Pope Francis 

We are a church of sinners but we must 

not be afraid of holiness. Do not be afraid 

to aim for holiness and turn yourselves 

over to the love of God. Holiness does not 

mean performing extraordinary things but 

carrying out daily things in an extraordi-

nary way that is with love, joy and faith.  
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Sharing the Gospel 

In flower or vegetable gardens weeds may take 

root beside the good plants. If you spray poison 

on all the plants, you will get rid of the weeds, 

but you will also get rid of the good seed, too. 

Since Jesus has died, weeds have grown among 

the good seeds. He says not to do away with those 

who have sinned. He will separate the good seeds 

from the weeds when he comes again. 

Prayer 

Lord, thank you for gardens of vegetables and fruit 

orchards. 

Prayer to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

Blessed Virgin of Mount Carmel— 

Be our constant hope.  

Mary, perfect disciple of the Lord— 

Make us also faithful to him.  

Mary, Flower of Carmel—Fill us 

with your joy. Virgin Mary, Beauty 

of Carmel—Smile upon your family.  

Sweet Mother of Carmel—Accept me as your child.  

Holy Mother beyond compare—Remember your 

children forever. Holy Virgin, Star of the Sea—Be 

our beacon of Light. Protecting Veil—Shelter us in 

the mantle of your love. Mary, conceived without 

sin—Pray for us who have recourse to you.        

Amen. 

Community Events 

My fellow Parishioners, as you know, at this time we 

would be preparing for our Parish Festival. 

Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, our Parish 

Festival is cancelled. It is disappointing because at 

the festival we would meet with family and friends, 

had some delicious food, played Bingo, and enjoyed 

great music. Let us pray that this uncertain time 

passes soon. May we look forward to next year, 

hoping our merciful and compassionate God will 

guide the scientists to find a vaccine and deliver us 

from this terrible pandemic.  

 

Please don’t forget to register for Sunday Mass. We 

understand it is a hassle, but it has to be done. You 

can also let the secretary know after Sunday Mass 

you will attend the following Sunday, if that is more 

practical for you. We have limited space for seating 

due to the social distancing rule. We would love 

everyone to have a seat and feel comfortable and 

safe. Thank you for your attention on this matter.  
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Indiana

CatholicMatch.com/IN

EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

Turning 65 or Older?
Best In Medicare Supplement!
Senior Care Insurance Services

• Medicare Supplement Plans • Medicare Disability Plans 
• Madicare Part D Prescription Drug Plans

Conveniently located offices in Merrillville,  
Schererville, Valparaiso & Munster       
(219) 736-7800 / 1-800-821-0604

Fred M. Ulayyer 
Licensed Insurance Agent

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

MARBLE METALS
Top Dollar for All Metals

We Buy Aluminum - 
Aluminum Cans - Brass 

Copper - Stainless
Hrs 8-4, Sat 8-1
DROSS FAMILY

127 Marble St.     931-7975

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464


