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PARISH STAFF  

Father Nestor A. Varon, AIC, Pastor 

In Residence, Msgr. John J. Siekierski  

Sister Gloria Jean Kozlowski, Director 

of Religious Education 

Anne J. Ruiz, School Principal 

Dora Castellanos, School Secretary 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday  

9:00 am — 3:00 pm 

6:30 pm — 8:30 pm (by appointment) 

Office Closed: Wednesday,  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

 

TELEPHONE  

Parish Office/Rectory 398-2341 

Convent                397-7059 

School                398-1316 

 

MASSES  

Saturday 4:30 pm 

Sunday  8:30 am and 12:00 Noon 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

Tuesday & Thursday at 8:15 am 

Word & Communion Service 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 

at 8:15 am 

 

CONFESSIONS  

Saturday at 4:00 pm and immediately 

after the 4:30 pm Mass.  Face to Face 

Confessions by appointment only. 

July 26, 2020 

17th Sunday  

In Ordinary Time 

St. Stanislaus 
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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

On this 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time, we return to three 

more parables about the Kingdom of Heaven. Each one 

emphasizes the end goal reached—something of great 

value has been found. Do you recall what treasures those 

stories told about? A pearl of great price, a buried one and 

another pulled from the sea. Each one invites us to 

imagine the joy and excitement of the finders. What detail 

we often pass over is the process of discovery. Each 

person was unintentionally going about their daily work 

grind when they came upon their unexpected serendipity!  

Perhaps every time each of us have read or heard these 

three accounts, we too have experienced the happy 

endings yet maybe their purpose wasn’t just to give us 

comfort but challenge for the text proclaimed today ends 

with Jesus’ words.  “Do you understand all these things?” 

They answered, “Yes”  and he replied, “Then every scribe 

who has been instructed in the kingdom of heaven is like 

the head of a household who brings from is storeroom 

both the new and the old.” The Gospel of the Lord. 

These words were given us too. What meaning and 

answer would we give if Jesus would suddenly appear 

and ask us? That situation is not to far fetched to imagine 

for a real account is given to us in the first reading from 

the first Book of Kings. The opening sentence: The Lord 

appeared to Solomon in a dream at night, God said, “Ask 

something of me and I will give it to you.”  Pause and 

think seriously about this request. It is way far better than 

any fairy tale genie would offer. It’s guaranteed and 

relieves one from the pressure of thinking of “two more 

wishes!” The reading itself tells us what Solomon’s 

answer was and assures us to make our own. Instead of 

posing a question the words of Paul in his Letter to the 

Romans chosen for today give the answers to the previous 

questions. Our greatest treasure and our heart’s deepest 

desire is “to know Jesus Christ”  and to follow in His way 

all the days of our lives. AND if that is so, we, like the 

rejoicers in the gospel are aware of “the process” — to 

gain … the treasure one must sell all and buy the field… 

the pearl… sort through the net!  

This week’s remembrance of St. Martha on Wed. July 29, 

Peter Chrysologus on Thur. July 30 and Ignatius of 

Loyola whose day is the last of July 2020 assure us as 

they lived each day knowing in faith “that all things work 

for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose” — so too will our lives unfold 

even in this time of COVID-19.  

St. Martha is remembered as the bustling woman chided 

by Christ for “being busy with many things,” while her 

more contemplative sister “took the better part.” 

However, the Gospel accounts also record Martha’s 

remarkable profession of faith in Jesus as “the Christ, the 

Son of God,” placing her in company of Peter as the only 

followers of Jesus to recognize his divinity before the 

Resurrection.  Not much is known about St. Peter, who lived 

from approximately 380 to 450. He was bishop of Ravenna 

from about the year 433. One hundred seventy-six of his 

homilies survive, brief and to the point, in which he explains 

the Incarnation, the Creed, and the major heresies of his day. 

He was given the name Chrysologus, or “golden-worded,” 

for his eloquent preaching. St. Ignatius of Loyola changed 

the world as the founder of the Jesuits, and his Spiritual 

Exercises have become a model of Christian discernment 

and discipline. When his military career was cut abruptly 

short by injury, St. Ignatius found new purpose in following 

the example of Christ and the saints with the same vigor that 

would become characteristic of the order he founded.  

Also, On July 30, our Jewish brothers and sisters observe 

Tisha B’Av. On this day they remember the destruction of 

the First and Second Temple in Jerusalem.  

World Friendship Day (7/30) 

World Day against Trafficking Persons (7/30) 

On July 31, our Muslim brothers and sisters observe Eid-al-

Adha, which commemorates Abraham’s willingness to 

sacrifice his son, Isaac, to God. 

 

Questions of the Week: 

 

First Reading 

 

As a young man and new king of Israel, Solomon asks the 

Lord for the gift of wisdom. How do you exercise the virtue 

of wisdom in your daily life? 

Second Reading 

How do you think Paul can assert with such certainty: “We 

know that all things work for good for those who love God”? 

Gospel Reading 

Jesus offers several “end of the age” parables to the 

disciples: buried treasure and fine pearls (a priceless 

discovery) and the large catch of fish (an inclusive 

invitation). What do you think Jesus is teaching his disciples 

about the kingdom of heaven? 
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Scripture Reflection 

A single mother who has a child with special needs works 

two jobs and sacrifices much of her own pleasures in order to 

be available for her son. Being the best mother possible is 

important to her and brings her joy. We are willing to make 

great and often heroic sacrifices for those people and things 

that matter most to us. Unless there is something of obvious 

importance to us in our immediate path, we can easily 

approach life in a more haphazard and chaotic way. We jump 

from one thing to another, responding to whatever it is that is 

competing for our attention at that moment. When everything 

is important, nothing is important. If we do not wear the right 

pair of glasses, we can get all too easily caught up in the 

superficial stuff and neglect paying attention to the things 

that really matter. The kingdom of God is like the pearl of 

great price that is worth selling everything for so that it can 

be obtained. Based on where I invest my time and energy 

each day, I really wonder whether I am serving God’s 

kingdom or my own. Have you ever considered tracking how 

you spend your time? You may be surprised! We allow our 

agendas to set the clock of our lives. We forget that joy and a 

true sense of purpose are not going to be found in following 

that timepiece. Joy is the expression of the happiness that is 

discovered when living in the kingdom of God. When our 

agenda matches God, not only do we leap for joy but God 

leaps with delight as well. Our well-being is what matters 

most to God. Can you imagine God delighting in you? It is 

easy to deaden our senses to the whole reality of God and the 

joy that living the Gospel can bring. The demands of secular 

life and the agendas competing for our attention can quickly 

do that. We can get tired and spiritually apathetic. But if we 

can see our way through all of the conflicting voices and hear 

the voice of God, we can rediscover our zeal and passion and 

redirect our efforts. When we begin to see as God sees, we 

can rise each day and notice what really needs our attention 

and embrace it with exuberance. Be careful, though. It may 

not be what we originally had on our list. Responding to it, 

however, will be worth putting everything else aside. 

 

Inspiration For The Week 

When a merchant finally finds a priceless, perfect pearl, he 

sells all he has and buys it. He does this because that pearl 

matters to him. It has significance and brings a depth of joy 

like none other. What matters and is of importance to you? 

When what matters to us has something to do with the 

kingdom of God, God is delighted. His exuberant happiness 

is hard to contain because He knows that we are happy 

stumbling upon this beautiful wisdom. Ask God to help you 

discover this pearl of great price. There are many things 

competing for our attention every day. But not all of these 

things are important. We focus too much energy on the 

unimportant, superficial stuff and neglect paying attention to 

the things that really make a difference and have the greatest 

impact. Things all too easily become more significant than 

people, and our agendas become more essential than God’s. 

We do not have to empty our bank accounts and totally 

detach from everything we have in order to serve God. But, 

we are asked to prioritize our lives and make what matters to 

God what matters most to us. In doing so, when we rise each 

day, we will be able to see what really needs our attention 

and embrace it with great joy! 
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Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO…………..……....$2,375.00 

Adult envelopes issued…………..........…...295 (July, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used….……….....79/27% (July 19, 2020) 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

CONSIDERATION: None of us can be as great as God, 

but any of us can be as good as God. 

                                                           —Mark Twain 

 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

What are you willing to give for the sake of the kingdom of 

God? Often, we begin a discussion like this with a story or a 

few leading thoughts. However, if we are to be serious about 

who we claim to be as Christians, there should be no beating 

around the bush. The question is not only important for each of 

us and our relationship with our God, but it should be impor-

tant for the relationship each of us has with the entire Body of 

Christ. Like any good team or family, I need you to have my 

back, and I need to have yours. If one of us is going to lay it on 

the line and be all in for our faith, then we all need to be as 

well. If only all the Christians of the world felt the same way. 

In some parts of the world, Christians are still being martyred 

for their faith. Others must worship underground and avoid the 

government-led police. Then there are those who seem to take 

faith for granted, and because little is asked by their friends or 

parish, they give nothing. It is quite a contrast of situations. On 

this day, it may seem like little is being asked of you and I by 

God. Is that because we aren’t being asked or because we 

aren’t listening? If you are counting on me and I am on you, 

we should figure this out sooner than later. Of course, I suspect 

we actually do know the answer, don’t we? 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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*Weekday & Saturday Masses in church are  

cancelled  until further notice.  

Mass intentions will be rescheduled* 

Monday, July 27 

8:15am  

Tuesday, July 28 

8:15am  † 

Wednesday, July 29 - St. Martha 

8:15am  

Thursday, July 30 - St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop &                    

                                 Doctor of the Church 

8:15am  † 

Friday, July 31- St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 

8:15am  

Saturday, August 1 - St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop &  

                                    Doctor of the Church 

4:30pm  † 

Sunday, August 2, 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am  †Sam Ramos int. Mary Lou Lopez 

               Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 

12 Noon† 

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday, August 1 & 2  

Saturday, August 1 

4:30pm  

Sunday, August 2 

8:30am  

12 Noon  

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday, August 1 & 2  

Saturday, August 1 

4:30pm  

Sunday, August 2 

8:30am  

12 Noon  

Why Do We Do That?  Catholic Life Explained 

 

Question:  

Why do Catholics light candles in Church? 

Answer: 

Candles have been part of the Church’s worship from the 

earliest times. In the days before electricity, candles and oil 

lamps were the ways that people lighted buildings. Even 

today, we often still depend on candles during power 

outages, relying on their flickering flames to bring light into 

the dark. Like our ancestors, we also light candles on special 

occasions. Think about a festive family meal or a romantic 

dinner for two — there will often be candles on the table, 

special objects for a special event. We light candles on 

birthday cakes and carry them in processions. We also place 

candles at makeshift memorials that appear when there has 

been an accident or act of violence. In these moments, their 

light casts aside a different kind of darkness — the darkness 

of grief, fear, and death. The custom of the early Christians 

lighting candles and lamps at the tombs of the martyrs gave 

way to the practice of having candles at Mass, honoring the 

sacredness of the celebration. As Christians decorated their 

worship spaces with statues and icons, they would burn 

candles in front of sacred images and the relics of the saints, 

basically “shining a light” on what they held to be sacred. 

When pilgrims would visit these shrines, they would often 

bring candles to light before the image or relic. These 

candles came to be a symbol of the person, and their prayer 

and the burning these candles came to be understood as an 

extension and continuation of the prayer that was offered. 

What began as a practical way to provide light has come to 

be a symbol of the hopes, desires, loves, losses, fears, and 

faith of everyday Christians offering their prayers to God and 

his saints.  
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Quote from Pope Francis 

The boundary between good and evil does 

not pass outside of us but rather within us. 

We could ask ourselves—where is my 

heart? ...What is my treasure? Is it Jesus, is 

it his teaching? If so, then the heart is good. 

Or is my treasure something else? Thus it is a 

heart which needs purification and conver-

sion. Without a purified heart, one cannot 

have truly clean hands and lips which speak 

sincere words of love.  
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Need Help During the COVID-19 crisis? 

The Indiana Family and Social Services Administration 

announced the launch of the Be Well Crisis Helpline, a 

confidential resource available through Indiana 211 

that will allow Hoosiers to call and speak with a 

trained counselor 24/7. The free Be Well Crisis 

Helpline was established by FSSA’s Division of Mental 

Health and Addiction in direct response to the 

elevated levels of stress and anxiety Hoosiers are 

experiencing due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

COVID-19 has caused a rise in mental health-related 

issues across Indiana and the entire country, including 

new stresses brought on by social isolation and the lack 

of traditional support systems such as family, friends, 

schools, religious and other community organizations. 

For many Hoosiers, anxiety regarding financial stress, 

grief and loss over bereavement and the loss of one’s 

“normal routine,” along with all of the unknowns 

regarding COVID-19, is overwhelming.  “With the Be 

Well Crisis Helpline, our intent is to provide easy and 

free access to counselors who can listen and help by 

simply calling 2-1-1,” said Jennifer Sullivan, M.D., 

MPH.,FSSA secretary. “As Hoosiers continue to cope 

with the “new normal” of life during a pandemic, with 

massive disruptions in their everyday lives, and with 

emotions ranging from bored to terrified, it was 

imperative to build a helpline that could literally be a 

lifeline for many.”  Indiana 211 is a free service that 

connects Hoosiers with assistance and answers from 

thousands of health and human service resources 

across the state — quickly, easily and confidentially. 

Earlier this month, Indiana 211 officially became part 

of FSSA,  helping enable specialized programs such as 

the Be Well Crisis Helpline as needed. “By calling 2-1-1 

(and selecting 3), callers will connect with an 

experienced and compassionate counselor specially 

trained to help with issues triggered or worsened by 

COVID-19,” said Jay Chaudhary, J.D., DMHA director. 

“The trained counselors will be able to listen, provide 

support and promote personal resiliency.”  The Be Well 

Crisis Helpline is funded by a Crisis Counseling 

Assistance and Training Program grant from the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency. In Indiana the 

program becomes part of the state's new Be Well 

Indiana initiative.  

Additional information about the mental health 

resources available to Hoosiers is available at 

BeWellIndiana.org. 

 

Prayer During A Health Crisis 

Compassionate and Loving Father, 

In the face of confusion and concern 

impart to us the calm of your presence. 

In You allow us to find hope and healing. 

Be with those who serve the sick and 

give them Your caring hands. Be with 

those who lead and give them Your Spirit 

of wisdom. Be with those who have fallen ill and give 

them Your comforting heart. Wrap your arms around 

our world and hold us in your love. Allow us at this 

time of trial to then serve as instruments of that love 

to all we meet. We ask this in Your Name.  Amen. 

Community Events 

Job Opportunities 

Purcell Commercial Cleaning and Supply, LLC, 

currently has job positions available. All applicants 

must apply in person at: Purcell Commercial Cleaning 

& Supply LLC, 530 Superior Avenue, Munster, IN. 

46321. Telephone number: 219-838-3570. 

Positions are as follows: 

Gary Area: 2 opportunities 

1. 3:30-5:30pm, M-F, 2 cleaners needed 

2. 5:30-6:30pm, M_F, 1 cleaner needed 

Hammond Area: 2 opportunities 

1. 5 hours, 1x week—Sat. or Sun., 1 or 2 cleaners 

can split hours 

2. 1.25 hours, M-S, 1cleaner needed 

Munster Area: 5 opportunities 

1. 6am-2:30pm shift, M-F, male cleaner 

2. 4-8pm shift, Sat. & Sun., male cleaner 

3. 4-8pm shift, Sat. & Sun., female cleaner 

4. 8pm-11pm, M-F, 1 cleaner needed 

5. 1 hour, M-S, 1 cleaner needed 

Highland Area: 2 opportunities 

1. 2 hours, either Sat. or Sun., Buffering floors 

2. 8 hours, Saturday, 1 or 2 cleaners can spit hours 

Crown Point Area 

1. 5pm-9pm, 4-6 hours, M-F, 1-2 cleaners can split 

hours 

St. John Area: 2 opportunities 

1. 4pm-10pm, M-F, 1 cleaner 

2. 2 1/2 hours, Sat. or Sun., buffing floors 
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Indiana

CatholicMatch.com/IN

EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

Turning 65 or Older?
Best In Medicare Supplement!
Senior Care Insurance Services

• Medicare Supplement Plans • Medicare Disability Plans 
• Madicare Part D Prescription Drug Plans

Conveniently located offices in Merrillville,  
Schererville, Valparaiso & Munster       
(219) 736-7800 / 1-800-821-0604

Fred M. Ulayyer 
Licensed Insurance Agent

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

MARBLE METALS
Top Dollar for All Metals

We Buy Aluminum - 
Aluminum Cans - Brass 

Copper - Stainless
Hrs 8-4, Sat 8-1
DROSS FAMILY

127 Marble St.     931-7975

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464


