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PARISH STAFF  

Father Nestor A. Varon, AIC, Pastor 

In Residence, Msgr. John J. Siekierski  

Sister Gloria Jean Kozlowski, Director 

of Religious Education 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday  

9:00 am — 3:00 pm 

6:30 pm — 8:30 pm (by appointment) 

Office Closed: Wednesday,  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

 

TELEPHONE  

Parish Office/Rectory 398-2341 

Convent                397-7059 

School                398-1316 

 

MASSES  

Saturday 4:30 pm 

Sunday  8:30 am and 12:00 Noon 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

Tuesday & Thursday at 8:15 am 

Word & Communion Service 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 

at 8:15 am 

 

CONFESSIONS  

Saturday at 4:00 pm and immediately 

after the 4:30 pm Mass.  Face to Face 

Confessions by appointment only. 

August 2, 2020 

18th Sunday 

In Ordinary Time 

St. Stanislaus 
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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

On this 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time, after three weeks 

of hearing Jesus preach and teach in parables, we the 

Church now move into the next chapter of Matthew’s 

gospel, one in which Jesus performs the miracle of the 

multiplication of the loaves and fishes which as also 

recorded in Chapter 15:32-39 as well as in MK 6:32-44 

(Perhaps that’s why some details vary but the point of the 

content is undisputable) People are hungry. The disciples 

don’t know what to do - so they come to Jesus and Jesus 

reveals the saving power and providential care of God  -

but not without their help and faith as today's reading 

discloses.   

“This is a deserted place and it is already late; dismiss the 

crowds so that they can go to the villages and buy food 

for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “There is no need for 

them to go away: give them some food yourselves.” But 

they said to him, “Five loaves and two fish are all we 

have here.” Then he said, “Bring them here to me,” and 

he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 

Bread is such a simple but profound sign. It does not 

occur naturally, but requires human effort. Grain must be 

crushed to form flour. Flour is mixed with water or some 

other liquid to form dough, and the dough must be 

leavened with yeast to rise. Then the baking begins and 

we finally have a loaf of bread, sustenance that will fill us 

up and last. The human effort required to make bread is 

significant, and it involves time, all of which perhaps 

explains why so many of us simply buy bread today. Even 

so, there are not many things that taste better than a good 

loaf of homemade bread for us now and for the crowd 

gathered as well with Jesus holding just the 5 loaves and 

two fish, yet… Jesus takes this small gift and looking up 

to heaven, he said the blessing, broke the loaves and gave 

them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowd 

of thousands and makes it become more than enough, 

something so great that there are baskets left over! We 

might be tempted to ask why God doesn’t do miracles for 

the poor today. There are so many people who are hungry 

and sick, and God doesn’t seem to do anything for them. 

Yet, God does! Sometimes, God still works miracles. He 

also sends each of us to serve the needs of others. We 

may feel small and helpless against the huge problems of 

the world, but our love, attention, forgiveness, talents, and 

gifts can make a tremendous difference. Jesus accepts 

whatever we give him and multiplies it. It only takes a 

little love or a small deed to transform someone’s life. 

God calls us to share his gifts, to take the first step toward 

changing the world. Don’t hesitate to hope for the 

impossible. Ask God to multiply your love, for nothing is 

impossible for God! 

In this first full week of August - the Month dedicated to 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the Church celebrates the 

first Friday and Saturday. The liturgy for the week honors  

St. John Vianney, Patron of Priests on Tuesday the 4th. The 

dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major, the largest and 

oldest church dedicated to Mary found in Rome honors the 

Blessed Virgin Mary as Theotokos, the Mother of God, the 

title bestowed upon her by Pope Sixtus III’s declaration 

following the Council of Ephesus. The feast of the 

Transfiguration of the Lord is Thursday August 6th. The 

Transfiguration is a mysterious event that revealed Jesus’ 

divine nature and the glory that would be his after the 

Resurrection and exaltation into heaven. The appearance of 

Moses and Elijah represent the Law and the Prophets that 

Jesus has fulfilled. The Transfiguration immediately follows 

Jesus telling his followers that discipleship involves denying 

oneself and taking up the cross (Mark8:34-38). The Gospel 

accounts teach that if the disciples persevere through 

suffering and trial, they will also share a glorious encounter 

with God. Jesus’ Transfiguration impels us to transform the 

world by letting our faces shine like the Son and by shining 

the Light of Christ on others.  

Saturday memorializes St. Dominic, who founded the Order 

of Preachers, better known to us as the Dominicans. Unlike 

the officials of his day, Dominic’s community preached by 

means of simplicity of life, personal and communal prayer, 

community life, and study. Their preaching method would 

include dialogue with those considered outside of accepted 

Church teaching. Like Jesus, Dominic invited people to 

change their hearts.  

Faith Formation News 

As of this writing, established programs will be in person. 

Adult and Children's classes will begin on Wed. Sept. 9th. 

The RCIA process for 2020-2021 will have its initial, 

organizational meeting at 10:30 am on Sunday Sept. 13th. 

Since no word as yet has been given by Bishop McClory— 

completion of the process for this Easters Vigil’s RCIA 

group is still unknown. Anyone with questions or interests or 

desire to start a new program is welcomed to call Sr. Gloria 

Jean 219-397-7059, with your concerns.  

 

A Prayer to The Immaculate Heart of Mary 

O Heart most pure of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Obtain for me from Jesus a pure 

And humble heart.    Amen.  
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Scripture Reflection 

Many people in our world are hungry and thirsty. This 

hunger and thirst go well beyond physical needs for food, 

security, and shelter. Many are emotionally and spiritually 

parched, too. Behind every act of violence is a soul who 

hungers. People live with relationships that actually starve 

them. They are abused, exploited, disrespected, laughed at, 

and marginalized. There is a lot of confusion and inner 

pain that needs to be acknowledged and expressed. We all 

long to be understood and loved, even when our inner 

demons or who I am make it difficult to be. Do you live 

with inner confusion and pain? Folks often wander through 

life without any real direction or purpose and take their 

cues from what seems satisfying or popular at the moment. 

The deeper dots of our lives can easily remain 

unconnected, and we can find ourselves without 

grounding, purpose, or real happiness. Life becomes 

shallow and without real purpose as we hunger and thirst 

for an ultimate love. It’s easier to see the physical hungers 

and thirsts. We try to respond to these as best we can. 

Much more needs to be done. With all that God’s earth can 

provide, nobody ought to face sleep at night with a belly 

that’s empty. It’s sinful. It’s unjust. But isn’t all hunger 

unjust? It doesn’t need to be, and it should not be. Just as 

no one ought to be physically hungry and thirsty, there is 

really no need to be emotionally or spiritually deficient 

either. If we have more privileges at our fingertips, it is 

easier to try to satisfy our emotional and spiritual hungers 

and thirst by acting on impulse or self-indulgence, 

carelessly following passions, or by seeking self-

destructive ways to dull the ache of emptiness. Folks need 

to know where to look for nourishment and need the right 

friends to help them find it. We may not think that we have 

enough to respond to and to satisfy all of the needs, but we 

do. It doesn’t take much. Five loaves and two fish provided 

for a huge crowd. With God, all things are possible. Our 

faith provides the direction for where God’s children must 

go to find the nourishment they seek. It also tells us how to 

structure life so that justice and equity can be a reality for 

all. It also tells us how to respond to pain, sinfulness, and 

confusion. Come to the water and then help another get 

there.  

 

Inspiration For The Week 

What do you really hope and hunger for? We are most 

familiar with our physical hungers and cravings as they 

are quite obvious. What we don’t always realize is that 

we also have emotional and spiritual hungers. Many are 

starving for acceptance and love. Many others hunger 

for a sense of purpose, more focused direction, and 

deeper connection and meaning. Our hungers can easily 

get confused. We think we are in need of one thing but 

are actually being driven by another. We need to 

recognize and pursue our spiritual hungers. If we do not 

do so, we will attempt to fill these needs with lesser, and 

not always healthier, things. God, ultimately through the 

Eucharist, is the only One who can quench our more 

profound thirsts. Have we discovered this yet? 
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Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO………….…..……....$3,849.00 

Adult envelopes issued……………..........…...295 (July, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used….………….......91/31% (July 26, 2020) 

Special Collection toward the expense of the new compressor 

($8,000.00) for the north side air conditioner for the church: 

$10,795.00.  Thank you very much to all who contributed.  

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

CONSIDERATION: America is great because America is 

good. If America ceases to be good, America will cease to be 

great.            —Alexis de Tocqueville, French Statesman and                

                           political writer (early 1800s) 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

I remember seeing a story on a morning news program about a 

little girl who wanted to give an elderly man in a grocery store a 

hug. She had no way of knowing that this man had just lost his 

wife of many years and now felt so very alone and depressed. Her 

reaching out to the man seemed odd to her mom at first, but the 

girl was so insistent about giving a hug she moved the shopping 

carts close together so the exchange could take place. No one 

knew that from that moment on the little girl would ask to visit 

her new friend at least once a week for the next four years until he 

passed away. In an interview soon after the initial encounter, the 

man said, “I haven’t been this happy in some time.” Imagine the 

joy that relationship brought to them both over the years! It was 

just a moment. It was a simple gesture. Yet, it had a large impact 

that no one could have predicted. You never know what will re-

sult when we give just a little of ourselves. That uncertainty too 

often leads us to hold back or refrain from the simple actions of 

love or gestures of generosity that could come so easily for us if 

we wanted. We should never doubt the power of a simple random 

act of kindness. Generosity does not need to be grand to make a 

big difference. The time is now, and the opportunity presents it-

self often to plant a small seed that God can water and nourish so 

that something beautiful can grow.              – Tracy Earl Welliver 

 

Nothing Can Separate Us!  

The first reading  speaks of comfort foods. The second declares 

nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. The gospel shows 

that Jesus’ need for quiet prayer can be interrupted by his pity on 

others’ needs. He put the disciples to work in providing needed 

and satisfying food. In this pandemic, some may still be separated 

from the Sunday assembly, from Eucharist and Communion, but 

never from Christ Jesus.  

• How can I take comfort in knowing Christ is near? 

• As a baptized disciple, whom can I comfort with a phone 

call, letter, or errand? 

• How will I trust that nothing will separate me from Christ 

and from all those he loves? 
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*Weekday & Saturday Masses in church are  

cancelled  until further notice.  

Mass intentions will be rescheduled* 

Monday, August 3 

8:15am  

Tuesday, August 4 - St. John Vianney, Priest 

8:15am † 

Wednesday, August 5 - The Dedication of the Basilica              

                                          of St. Mary Major 

8:15am  

Thursday, August 6 - The Transfiguration of the Lord 

8:15am † 

Friday, August 7 - St. Sixtus II, Pope, & Companions,  

                                Martyrs; St. Cajetan, Priest 

8:15am  

Saturday, August 8 - St. Dominic, Priest 

4:30pm † 

Sunday, August 9, 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am  †Dorothy Szczpanski int. St. Stan’s  

               Rosary Sodality 

              Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners  

12 Noon† 

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday,  August 8 & 9  

Saturday, August 8 

4:30pm  

Sunday, August 9 

8:30am  

12 Noon  

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday, August 8 & 9 

Saturday, August 8 

4:30pm  

Sunday, August 9 

8:30am  

12 Noon  

Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 

Sunday Mass 

 

Question:  

Why do Catholics need to go to Mass every Sunday? 

Answer: 

The heart of the Church’s instruction that we are to attend Mass 

on Sundays goes back to the Third Commandment: “Take care 

to keep holy the Sabbath day as the LORD, your God, has 

commanded you” (Deuteronomy 5:12). Although the Jewish 

People celebrate the Sabbath on Saturday, the first generations 

of Christians began to observe the Sabbath on Sunday, 

recognizing how important it is for Christians to celebrate the 

day that Jesus rose from the dead. As the United States Catholic 

Catechism for Adults observes, “Sunday extends the celebration 

of Easter throughout the year … It makes present the new 

creation brought about by Christ” (364). The focus of our 

Sunday should be the celebration of the Eucharist in the Mass. 

This is our time to be formed by God’s Word and nourished at 

the table of the Lord, becoming prepared to live out and share 

our faith in the week that follows. In his encyclical, Dies 

Domini, Pope Saint John Paul II reminded us that Christians 

“cannot live their faith or share fully in the life of the Christian 

community unless they take part regularly in the Sunday 

Eucharistic assembly” (no. 81). This is why the Church teaches 

us that Sunday Mass is a non-negotiable part of being a Christian 

(see Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2192). Beyond being 

a time of worship, we should also remember that Sunday is 

intended to be a day of rest, when we make time for recreation, 

for sharing meals, and enjoying the company of friends and 

family. Sunday is given to as a day to take stock of and enjoy the 

blessings that God has given us (see Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, no. 2187). Pope Francis reminds us, “The day of rest, 

centered on the Eucharist, sheds its light on the whole week, and 

motivates us to greater concern for nature and the 

poor” (Laudato Si’, no. 237). 
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Quote from Pope Francis 

When we are generous in welcoming people 

and sharing something with them  

—some food, a place in our homes,  

our time —not only do we no longer remain 

poor:  we are enriched. 



. 

Feeling Overwhelmed During the COVID-19 crisis? 

The Indiana Family and Social Services Administration 

announced the launch of the Be Well Crisis Helpline, a 

confidential resource available through Indiana 211 

that will allow Hoosiers to call and speak with a 

trained counselor 24/7. The free Be Well Crisis 

Helpline was established by FSSA’s Division of Mental 

Health and Addiction in direct response to the 

elevated levels of stress and anxiety Hoosiers are 

experiencing due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

COVID-19 has caused a rise in mental health-related 

issues across Indiana and the entire country, including 

new stresses brought on by social isolation and the lack 

of traditional support systems such as family, friends, 

schools, religious and other community organizations. 

For many Hoosiers, anxiety regarding financial stress, 

grief and loss over bereavement and the loss of one’s 

“normal routine,” along with all of the unknowns 

regarding COVID-19, is overwhelming.  “With the Be 

Well Crisis Helpline, our intent is to provide easy and 

free access to counselors who can listen and help by 

simply calling 2-1-1,” said Jennifer Sullivan, M.D., 

MPH.,FSSA secretary. “As Hoosiers continue to cope 

with the “new normal” of life during a pandemic, with 

massive disruptions in their everyday lives, and with 

emotions ranging from bored to terrified, it was 

imperative to build a helpline that could literally be a 

lifeline for many.”  Indiana 211 is a free service that 

connects Hoosiers with assistance and answers from 

thousands of health and human service resources 

across the state — quickly, easily and confidentially. 

Earlier this month, Indiana 211 officially became part 

of FSSA,  helping enable specialized programs such as 

the Be Well Crisis Helpline as needed. “By calling 2-1-1 

(and selecting 3), callers will connect with an 

experienced and compassionate counselor specially 

trained to help with issues triggered or worsened by 

COVID-19,” said Jay Chaudhary, J.D., DMHA director. 

“The trained counselors will be able to listen, provide 

support and promote personal resiliency.”  The Be Well 

Crisis Helpline is funded by a Crisis Counseling 

Assistance and Training Program grant from the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency. In Indiana the 

program becomes part of the state's new Be Well 

Indiana initiative.  

Additional information about the mental health 

resources available to Hoosiers is available at 

BeWellIndiana.org. 

 

Prayer During A Health Crisis 

Compassionate and Loving Father, 

In the face of confusion and concern 

impart to us the calm of your presence. 

In You allow us to find hope and healing. 

Be with those who serve the sick and give 

them Your caring hands. Be with those 

who lead and give them Your Spirit of wisdom. Be with 

those who have fallen ill and give them Your 

comforting heart. Wrap your arms around our world 

and hold us in your love. Allow us at this time of trial 

to then serve as instruments of that love to all we 

meet. We ask this in Your Name.  Amen. 

Community Events 

Food Pantry News 

We are so grateful to all 

who donated to the food 

pantry, with your support 

we were able to help 84 

East Chicago residents. 

Thank you as well, to all 

the volunteers for helping out, before, during, and 

after in the food pantry. We couldn’t have done it 

without you. Our next food pantry will be August 31, 

2020. If you know of any one who needs help, let 

them know our food pantry is open every last Monday 

of each month.    God Bless You All! 
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Indiana

CatholicMatch.com/IN

EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

Turning 65 or Older?
Best In Medicare Supplement!
Senior Care Insurance Services

• Medicare Supplement Plans • Medicare Disability Plans 
• Madicare Part D Prescription Drug Plans

Conveniently located offices in Merrillville,  
Schererville, Valparaiso & Munster       
(219) 736-7800 / 1-800-821-0604

Fred M. Ulayyer 
Licensed Insurance Agent

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

MARBLE METALS
Top Dollar for All Metals

We Buy Aluminum - 
Aluminum Cans - Brass 

Copper - Stainless
Hrs 8-4, Sat 8-1
DROSS FAMILY

127 Marble St.     931-7975

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464


