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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

Today marks the 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time. The 

gospel begins with the disciples in a boat “a few miles 

offshore… being tossed about by the waves.” When the 

men in the boat catch sight of Jesus walking on the water 

toward them, they become even more frightened. Instead 

of being overjoyed at the sight of their salvation, the 

disciples are terrified thinking this is a ghost. Jesus 

immediately tells them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be 

afraid.” As a way of testing the identity of this being, 

Peter asks to be commanded to come out on the water in 

the same way. Jesus complies. While Peter keeps his 

focus on Jesus, he, too, walks on water, but as soon as he 

becomes aware of the strength of the wind, he flounders 

and begins to sink. He calls out in distress, “Lord, save 

me!”  When our gaze is focused on Jesus, we also find the 

strength and resources to do things that frighten us. Even 

when our focus drifts and we become overwhelmed, we 

need not fear. The Lord is always ready to reach out a 

hand to stop us from sinking so we are encouraged by the 

authors of Living Liturgy who provided us with these 

insights into Matthew’s words. Most assuredly when we 

read this gospel we tend to focus on the fact that Jesus 

walked on water. Perhaps if you saw the movie, The 

Shack, the scenes of Jesus and the main character walking 

on the water came to your mind. Or more humorously the 

church marquee that posted the following sermon topics: 

10am service: Jesus walking on water; 7pm service: 

Looking for Jesus.   

Yet haven’t you ever questioned WHY Jesus wasn’t in 

the boat in the first place? The second sentence states the 

reason clearly: “he went upon the mountain by himself to 

pray”. Jesus went off to be alone and to pray. If Jesus 

needed to pray, how much more does each of us need to 

do so?!  Peter started to sink because he was afraid. Fear 

is the opposite of faith. Prayer builds faith and reduces 

fear by increasing our trust in God. The more we pray, the 

less we fear. Peter is an example of our imperfect faith 

(he even denied the Lord), but he’s also an example for us 

to follow. When he was sinking, he put his trust in Jesus 

and called out to him. When we put our trust in Jesus to 

save us, he holds us up, and he sustains us through our 

most difficult times. One of the early symbols for the 

Church was a boat. The Church was seen as a small boat 

tossed around in an unfriendly sea (a world that 

persecuted Christians). But the presence of Jesus in the 

boat calms the storm, and keeps the sailors safe. Jesus still 

calms storms. He still reaches out and pulls us up when 

we call out and put our trust in him. Fear can seize us 

without warning, but we will be better prepared for it if 

we follow Jesus’ example of making time for prayer. For 

in so doing, we will deserve the truth, sung in one of the 

popular hymns — “sometimes he calms the storm and 

sometimes he just calms the child…” 

The first reading from the 1st Book of Kings dramatically 

presents a telling of the prophet Elijah’s mountain 

experience of being with God. Hopefully this time of 

COVID-19 is gracing us with monumental mountains 

meeting moments of our own so that when we descend or get 

a phone call or text and someone asks: “What use is it to 

believe? What difference does faith make?.” Our answer will 

be a convincing one similar to one given by Lisa Reno in 

this week’s MagnifiKid. — “While it’s true that faith is 

powerful, it is not magic. Faith doesn’t change pumpkins 

into beautiful coaches, or disobedient children into toads! 

Faith is friendship with God. This friendship makes a huge 

difference. It means trusting and believing that God’s love 

will never fail. In the Gospel, Jesus invites Peter to trust him. 

To walk toward him on the water. At first, Peter does fine, 

but then he takes his eyes off Jesus and gives in to fear. Even 

so, Jesus saves Peter from sinking. Jesus also invites us to 

walk toward him—not on the water. But in trust as we face 

our fears. Perfect love casts out fear! Jesus assures us, 

“Come! Don’t be afraid; I am with you!”  

This is a full week’s celebration of faith filled persons and 

God’s faithful love of them. Beginning on Monday with 

Lawrence the Deacon, Clare the faithful follower of Francis 

of Assisi and foundress of  The Poor Clares, Jane Francis de 

Chantal dedicated religious, Pontian pope and Hippolytus 

priest both martyrs and priest Maximilian Kolbe martyr in 

our own time culminating on Saturday with the Assumption 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary which is not a holy day of 

obligation this year, yet is ever notable. May the following 

reflections help in pondering the meaning of the day which is 

Mary’s Saturday.   

Celebrating the Human Body - August 15 

The Solemnity of the Assumption is the oldest and greatest 

feast of Mary. Orthodox Christians call August 15 the 

Dormition (“falling asleep”) of Mary. “She who sheltered 

the Divine Word in her breast was to be lodged in the 

dwelling place of her son,” says Saint John Damascene, 

describing his belief that after Mary’s death, her body was 

raised to live with God forever. That Mary’s body—not just 

her soul - is in God’s presence is a sign of the holiness of 

creation. The human body is not evil - it is good. Death is 

not the end of creation - it is the beginning of eternal life. In 

our day, when violence can desecrate the human body, the 

sign of Mary’s assumption gains new import. The New 

Testament reading for this feast calls Jesus the firstfruits of 

those who have died, to be followed by the harvest of all 

who hope in him. As Mary, the model believer and sign of 

the church, is gathered in, we hope that we too will one day 

be part of this harvest. We surround Mary's statue at church 

and at home with brilliant clusters of flowers, herbs and 

fruits - the first harvest of our gardens.  

Almighty ever-living God, who assumed the Immaculate 

Virgin Mary, the Mother of your Son, body and soul into 

heavenly glory, grant, we pray, that, always attentive to the 

things that are above, we may merit to be sharers of her 

glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever.        Amen. 
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Scripture Reflection 

Be still and know that I am God. Silence is sacred. Silence 

speaks the language of the soul and is the foundation of all 

life and eternity itself. Silence takes us beyond the limits of 

our minds and allows us to seek and to love the essence of 

all love, perfect love, and being. In silence, we can be non-

verbally present to things and to God in ways that words 

cannot accomplish. We can discover, encounter, and be 

present to truths that our minds struggle to conceive and 

then set aside the boxes we put around things when 

comprehending them is challenging. We can know the 

unknowable and touch eternity when we encounter the 

core silence in our souls. We can do this even on a noisy 

street and in the midst of the greatest distraction. Once we 

have made friends with silence, the rambling noise of the 

world no longer seems to matter, and we can carry a deep 

forgiving peace within us, even when physical silence 

cannot be found. We know that we are loved, cared for, 

sustained, nourished, embraced, and carried. There is 

nothing to fear in silence, and I can be present to myself in 

the same way that God is present to me. I can see myself as 

God sees me. All of my faults, weaknesses, imperfections, 

failings, and sinfulness melt away in the abundance of 

God’s mercy. All of the worldly things we see as being 

important no longer are. It is in silence that all of the 

barriers that divide us disappear. There is no more “yours” 

and “mine” but only the oneness of “ours.” There is no 

longer a need to “figure things out,” and we tap into our 

desire to simply let things be. Silence is creative and 

powerful and gives us hope. Silence is God’s greatest 

blessing. God became one with humanity in silence. It 

allows us to be one with all of creation, with the moon and 

the stars and all of the creatures God has made. The 

smallest particle of creation radiates with beauty. Silence 

allows us to soar beyond ourselves and connect in ways 

that the mind can only imagine. When all is quiet, we 

begin to see that it is only our fear that keeps us from the 

Lord. It is our fear that causes us to sink and to fail. We 

can hear the gentle whisper that tells us to reach for God’s 

hand. We discover that we yearn for the salvation and 

wholeness that only God can give to us. Be still my soul 

and be at peace.  

Inspiration For The Week 

There is something very sacred about silence. Silence 

connects us. It is where the heartbeat of all of creation — 

and its life blood and source — are embraced and where 

oneness is experienced. When in the presence of an 

environment that is silent, the worries, tribulations, 

struggles, and challenges of life seem to fade away, and we 

can experience a peaceful whisper. We can call that 

whisper God. Through the practice of contemplative 

prayer, we can find our way to that inner place of silence 

even in the midst of great distraction, busyness, and noise. 

The silence becomes one with us and grounds us. When 

we become friends with silence, friends with God, we can 

hear the gentle whisper of God’s voice saying, “Come, 

stay here. Trust me and you will not fall.”  
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Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO…………..……....$2,652.00 

Adult envelopes issued………….....…...295 (August, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used….………....96/33% (August 2, 2020) 

Food Pantry………1 donation……......………..........$50.00 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

CONSIDERATION: We believe that to err is human. To 

blame it on someone else is politics.  

                   — Former Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

Humans doubt. It’s what we do. We doubt ourselves and we 

doubt others. Before any of us say anything about Peter’s doubt-

ing the words of Jesus that told him he could get out of his boat 

and walk on water, we need to get real with ourselves: How 

would I respond in the same situation? I remember when I was 

child taking swimming lessons. One day I simply tightened up 

my muscles and sank. The lifeguard pulled me up and asked 

what happened. I said I did not know. The truth is that I was 

sinking under the weight of my own doubt. I did not believe I 

could do what clearly, I was told I could. That was only in five 

feet of water in a pool! Now that I’m older, I can look back and 

laugh. But an adult, the swimming pool is life, and I would be 

lying if I said that there are no longer times I find myself sinking 

due to new doubts. Much of our doubt comes about because of a 

lack of trust in God. We place our trust in material things, 

wealth, or imperfect people instead of the One who is worthy of 

our trust 100 percent of the time. Our stewardship is often ham-

pered by our doubt that God will provide all that we need. If I 

give more, I may not have enough to survive! When we place all 

our trust in God, not only do we find that we have been given all 

we need – our doubt that cause us to sink in the pool of life fades 

away. We don’t suddenly become perfect in our trust, and there 

will be times when we find ourselves with concerns again. How-

ever, it is in those moments we find that He is still there, speak-

ing the words we need to hear: “Take courage, it is I; do not be 

afraid.”       – Tracy Earl Welliver 

Jesus Shows Us God. 

In his time of trail, Elijah is looking for the Lord to save 

him. The psalmist pleads for God’s salvation. Paul recounts 

the covenantal bond between God and all the People of 

God. And Jesus. Jesus feeds those who hunger. Jesus tries 

(again!) to go off and pray. But he sees his disciples in peril 

and walks on troubled water to offer courage and safety.  

• How will I keep looking for God in this troubled time? 

• How will I act because God choose me - and us? 

• How will I take courage and not be afraid trusting in 

Jesus’ power to save? 



. 

*Weekday & Saturday Masses in church are  

cancelled  until further notice.  

Mass intentions will be rescheduled* 

Monday, August 10 - St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr 

8:15am  

Tuesday, August 11 - St. Clare, Virgin 

8:15am  † 

Wednesday, August 12 - St. Jane Frances de Chantal,       

                                           Religious 

8:15am  

Thursday, August 13 - Sts. Pontian, Pope,  and  

                                       Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs 

8:15am  † 

Friday, August 14 - St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest  

                                  and Martyr  

8:15am  

Saturday, August 15 - The Assumption of The Blessed  

                                       Virgin Mary 

4:30pm  † 

Sunday, August 16, 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am  †Jean Dedelow int. Son, Jim Dedelow, Jr. 

              Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 

12 Noon† 

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday,  August 15 & 16  

Saturday, August 15 

4:30pm  

Sunday, August 16 

8:30am  

12 Noon  

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday, August 15 & 16  

Saturday, August 15 

4:30pm  

Sunday, August 16 

8:30am  

12 Noon  

Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 

Question:  Why does Mary have so many feast days and names? 

Answer: Christians first began celebrating feast days in honor of 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, in the fifth century. That celebration 

(originally called the Feast of the Dormition and now known by 

Roman Catholics as the Solemnity of the Assumption) was 

celebrated on August 15. Very soon, however, other special days 

dedicated to Mary began to appear in Jerusalem, Rome, and other 

major cities of the Christian world. These days of feasting became 

important parts of the life of the community. But, more 

importantly, each of these unique celebrations became an 

opportunity to focus on a different facet of the Christian faith, as 

believers focused their attention on specific events or mysteries of 

the lives of Mary and her Son. Over the centuries, some of these 

celebrations became universal (such as the Assumption on August 

15, the Immaculate Conception on December 8, and the Solemnity 

of Mary, Mother of God on January 1). Other celebrations were 

more closely tied to certain religious orders (such as the Carmelites 

celebration of “Our Lady of Mount Carmel” on July 16 or the 

Servite Friars feast of the “Seven Sorrows of Mary,” which is now 

celebrated as the Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows on September 

15). In more recent times, Marian apparitions (like Guadalupe, 

Lourdes, and Fatima) have inspired special liturgical celebrations. 

Pope Francis has added two new celebrations of Mary to the 

Church’s calendar: The Memorial of Mary, Mother of the Church 

(on the Monday after Pentecost) and the Commemoration of Our 

Lady of Loreto (on December 10). The various titles of Mary (like 

those we find in the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary) help us to 

reflect on different aspects of Mary’s faith and the ways that the 

Holy Spirit is at work in her and through her, especially as the 

Mother of Jesus. In the end, whatever the event or mystery being 

celebrated in a particular liturgy or the title of Mary being used, we 

are invited to always see Mary in connection with the saving work 

of her Son. She is, of course, a patroness and protector for every 

Christian, but she is also a model of discipleship and 

contemplation: “Having entered deeply into the history of 

salvation, Mary, in a way, unites in her person and re-echoes the 

most important doctrines of the faith: and when she is the subject 

of preaching and worship she prompts the faithful to come to her 

Son, to his sacrifice and to the love of the Father” (Lumen Gentium, 

65). 
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Quote from Pope Francis 

Jesus speaks in the silence of the mystery of 

the Eucharist and reminds us each time that 

following him means going out of ourselves 

and making our lives not something we 

“possess,” but a gift to him and to others.  



. 

Sharing the Gospel 

One night the disciples were caught in a storm, 

out in the middle of a lake. The winds were 

strong. The waves crashed against their boat. But 

Jesus was so powerful, he walked on that stormy 

lake. Then he completely stopped the storm.  

——No problem you have is ever too big for Jesus. 

He can do anything. Put all your trust in him.  

 

Prayer 

Jesus, I thank you for showing me how 

powerful you are.  

Community Events 

Lighter Side 

Gimme a break! 

An atheist was spending a quiet day fishing 

when suddenly his boat was attacked by the 

Loch Ness monster. In one easy flip, the beast tossed 

him and his boat high into the air. Then it opened its 

mouth to swallow both. 

As the man sailed head over heels, he cried out, “Oh, 

my God! Help me!”  

At once, everything froze in place and, as the atheist 

hung in mid-air, a booming voice came down from the 

clouds, “I thought you didn’t believe in me?”  

“Come on, God, gimme a break!” the man pleaded. 

“Two minutes ago, I didn’t believe in the Loch Ness 

monster either!”  

 

Who makes the coffee? 

Early one morning, a husband and wife were playfully 

arguing over who should get out of the warm bed to 

make the coffee. Finally, the wife folded her arms and 

said decidedly, “You have to make the coffee. It’s in 

the Bible!”  

The husband was shocked. “Is not! Show me!”  

Pulling out her Bible, the wife opened it to the New 

Testament and declared, “It says right here — 

HEBREWS!”  
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Indiana

CatholicMatch.com/IN

EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

MARBLE METALS
Top Dollar for All Metals

We Buy Aluminum - 
Aluminum Cans - Brass 

Copper - Stainless
Hrs 8-4, Sat 8-1
DROSS FAMILY

127 Marble St.     931-7975

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464


