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Parish Family 

PARISH STAFF  

Father Nestor A. Varon, AIC, Pastor 

In Residence, Msgr. John J. Siekierski  

Sister Gloria Jean Kozlowski, Director 

of Religious Education 

Anne J. Ruiz, School Principal 

Dora Castellanos, School Secretary 

Heladia Rivera, Church Secretary 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday  

9:00 am — 3:00 pm 

6:30 pm — 8:30 pm (by appointment) 

Office Closed: Wednesday,  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

 

TELEPHONE  

Parish Office/Rectory 398-2341 

Convent                397-7059 

School                398-1316 

 

MASSES  

Saturday 4:30 pm 

Sunday  8:30 am and 12:00 Noon 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

Tuesday & Thursday at 8:15 am 

Word & Communion Service 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 

at 8:15 am 

 

CONFESSIONS  

Saturday at 4:00 pm and immediately 

after the 4:30 pm Mass.  Face to Face 

Confessions by appointment only. 

August 16, 2020 

20th Sunday  

In Ordinary Time 

St. Stanislaus 
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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

Today we the Church celebrate the 20th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time, in this 2020 year of “seeing with God’s 

eyes - our world which also implies that our vision must 

encompass the perspective of time.” All of today’s 

readings notes the editor of The Word Among Us tell us 

that God’s salvation is meant for everyone. The last line 

of the first reading states “My house should be called a 

house of prayer for all peoples.” The prophet Isaiah 

speaks of foreigners who will join themselves to the Lord 

(56:6). The psalmist declares, “May the peoples praise 

you, O God” (Psalm 67:6). Jesus praises a Canaanite 

woman’s faith (Matthew 15:28). And Paul, apostle to the 

Gentiles, proclaims that God wants to “have mercy upon 

all” (Romans 11:32). For the Jewish people in today’s 

first reading, this must have been difficult to accept. They 

had just returned from exile to discover foreigners living 

in their holy city, Jerusalem. Their covenant told them 

that they were set apart as a holy people chosen by God. 

So how could “impure” Gentiles be living on their land? 

They forgot that God had chosen them by his grace, not 

just for their own sake, but to bring his light to every 

nation. This call became increasingly clear in the early 

Church. Initially, all of Jesus’ followers were Jewish. But 

as Gentiles came to believe in the Lord, the Jewish 

Christians began to understand that God’s plan of 

salvation was far bigger than they had expected. Learning 

to live and work and pray alongside Gentiles could not 

have been easy. But they, like us, had to allow God’s 

grace to help them love each other. The result? The 

diverse, beautiful, sometimes messy Church we know 

today. Jesus wants his Church to be a house of prayer for 

all nations so that every person can belong to his family. 

He sees people who are searching for hope, meaning, and 

a place to meet God, and he is asking us to draw them in, 

to be the loving, welcoming face of the Church. May we 

always be open to everyone who is seeking the Lord, and 

through us, may God’s grace flow out to the entire world! 

How is this God’s vision of unity to be seen and 

understood in our day of pandemic and divisions? Of 

being physically separated from our own worshipping 

community on this another Sunday of watching Mass on 

T.V. or social media or listening in the radio and not 

being able to receive the Bread of Life for which we 

hunger and yet are sustained by through our spiritual 

communions, God is with us here and now and where we 

celebrate Eucharist those present within the church 

building itself and the majority of our faith community 

that is experiencing being present with world community 

of faith each of us is seeing God’s faith in us to bring his 

vision into reality. The authors’ of Living Liturgy 

captured this truth in their invitation to us to just 

imagine… that is give an image to faith in action today! 

Just imagine how difficult it must have been for the Cana 

woman to stand up as an outcast and as a woman to this 

group of men who seem not to want her there. She must have 

known that it would be risky to speak out, and make her 

request, much less talk back and persist if denied! If she 

were anything like me - knowing that I’d be the minority, the 

only woman in a group of men with authority - I would have 

been rehearsing all my lines, preparing what I would do, and 

rallying up all my courage. In the end, I would still doubt 

whether I should do it. Now imagine how much courage it 

might have taken some people sitting in pews today to 

decide to come to church, where they may feel 

uncomfortable because they don’t know the rituals or anyone 

there. They might feel shame for some particular sin they 

believe is written on their face. Perhaps they feel like the odd 

person of a roomful of people who don’t look or think like 

them or speak their language. There is likely someone in 

your pews today who, though feeling unwanted, unnoticed, 

even rejected by the church, has nonetheless decides to 

persist and give the church a second chance. Will these 

individuals have to fight to be seen? Will they have to take a 

risk to be heard? Will the people they encounter and the 

words they hear, from the music, from the homily say, “We 

see you. Great is your faith! Through her courage, 

persistence, and faith, the Canaanite woman gave Jesus a 

second chance to change his mind. For some people in our 

pews today, this is the chance they are giving us to be a word 

of hope in their time of need. 

Our week ends with the feast of Our Lady, Queen of Peace 

on Saturday. What a perfect ending to Sunday’s gospel 

presentation of God’s vision - All peoples united in the 

fulfillment of the prayer we dare to say as the Kingdom 

comes, Mary reigns as Queen and we are all the princesses 

and princes… until then we pray today.  

O God, who made the Mother of your Son To be our Mother 

and our Queen, graciously grant that, sustained by her 

intercession, we may attain in the heavenly Kingdom the 

glory promised to your children. Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

As of this writing, established programs will be in 

person. Adult and Children's classes will begin on Wed. 

Sept. 9th. The RCIA process for 2020-2021 will have its 

initial, organizational meeting at 10:30 am on Sunday 

Sept. 13th. Since no word as yet has been given by 

Bishop McClory— completion of the process for this 

Easters Vigil’s RCIA group is still unknown. Anyone 

with questions or interests or desire to start a new 

program is welcomed to call Sr. Gloria Jean at 

219-397-7059, with your concerns.  
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Scripture Reflection 

We are hardwired for wholeness and crave it. When 

something is broken, we want it fixed. If a part of our body 

is not working properly, we want it healed. How often do 

we find ourselves saying, “I’m tired of struggling with this 

cold, I can’t wait for my surgery to heal, or I want my 

treatments to make me better.” Wholeness and healing 

restore our relationships and make us free to love as we 

desire. We know very well how our limitations, 

imperfections, and brokenness really limit us. They can 

easily prevent us from being and doing what we want to do. 

Our physical and emotional wounds and maladies are easier 

to identify. If my back hurts, I feel it and know what part of 

my body needs attention. If I am feeling intense anger, I can 

identify the emotion and take necessary steps to uncover its 

cause. Being persistent often brings greater and quicker 

results. But will pursuing and even achieving our physical 

and emotional healings really be enough? We forget that 

there is a deeper healing that we seek and desperately need. 

As we look around at humanity, there are some physical and 

emotional wounds and scars that cannot be made whole. 

They are limitations that must remain and, for one reason or 

another, cannot be rectified. Does this mean that the 

wholeness and healing that my being longs for is not 

possible for me? Must I settle with less than what God 

promises? The answer is no. Ultimately, there is a desire 

that goes deeper than the physical and emotional. It is a 

desire that resides in our soul. What we really seek and 

thirst for is healing and wholeness for our soul. Inner 

strength, conviction, focus, grounding, love, hope, faith, 

courage, determination, peace, and connectedness are all 

words that center us on eternity. They direct us to a 

presence we discover in our core, which is none other than 

the presence of God. In God, we are healed. When we are 

persistent in reaching out to and establishing our 

relationship with God, real healing and wholeness begin to 

happen. There are some limitations and some of our 

brokenness with which we may simply have to live. This 

does not mean that we have to abandon our journey to 

wholeness and healing. If we have done our inner soul 

work, we have worked toward and acquired what and who 

we ultimately need and desire. 

 

Inspiration For The Week 

As much as some folks may not want to admit it, we all 

want to be healed. Human beings suffer physically, 

mentally, socially, and spiritually. There are many wounds. 

Of all of the maladies that can afflict us, the ones that 

require the greatest attention are of a spiritual nature. What 

can happen if we are healed inwardly, brought back to 

center, and restored in our relationships, especially in our 

relationship with God? We will find the courage, strength, 

conviction, and hope needed to deal with the more tangible 

struggles that may not find an easy remedy. Inner strength, 

gained by persistent faith, is what allows strong, 

determined, and courageous people to overcome incredible 

challenges and hurdles. Be persistent in your faith, and 

seek the inner spiritual healing that you so desperately 

desire and need. 
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Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO…………..……....$3,060.00 

Adult envelopes issued…………............295 (August, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used….……........95/32% (August 9, 2020) 

Food Pantry………1 donation(s)……………..........$100.00 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

CONSIDERATION: With great certainty, nothing makes 

the earth into a hell more than man’s wanting to make it 

his heaven.                    —Poet Friedrich Holderlin 

 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

Every day we are called by Christ to respond in some way. 

The more practice we have at giving of ourselves freely and 

living in His presence, the easier it is to discern that call. Once 

we hear the call, the choice is ours: will we respond with yes 

or no? We could say that we are not required to say yes be-

cause God has given us free will. However, our response 

speaks much to where we are in our maturity of faith. When 

we were children, the word “no” used to be one of our favor-

ites. If we continue to say that as we get older, well, that says 

something about where we are in our walk with the Lord. If we 

truly are disciples of Jesus Christ and are serious about grow-

ing in our faith, we will say “yes.” We are not required to say 

yes, but we say yes because that is who we have become. This 

is the challenge of a stewardship way of life. Have we matured 

enough to say yes when God calls, regardless of how much our 

answer may cost us? What matters more to us: what it will cost 

us or our relationship with Jesus?  Some days we will easily be 

able to say yes. The grace and love he gives us will be plenty 

to see us through whatever situation in which we find our-

selves. However, we are imperfect beings and there will be 

days when we are more into ourselves than him. It is on those 

days that we find ourselves at a true crossroads of a challenge. 

The choice is always ours. Hopefully, our faith will be strong 

enough. His call is never for his own sake. He calls us because 

the world he created and the Church he instituted need us. 

They wait just as he does for our response.      

– Tracy Earl Welliver  
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*Weekday & Saturday Masses in church are  

cancelled  until further notice.  

Mass intentions will be rescheduled* 

Monday, August 17 

8:15am  

Tuesday, August 18 

8:15am  † 

Wednesday, August 19 - St. John Eudes, Priest 

8:15am  

Thursday, August 20 - St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of       

                                       the Church 

8:15am  † 

Friday, August 21 - St. Pius X, Pope 

8:15am  

Saturday, August 22 - The Queenship of the Blessed  

                                       Virgin Mary 

4:30pm  † 

Sunday, August 23, 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am  †Teresa Tomczyk int. Radziwiecki Family 

              Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 

12 Noon† 

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday,  August 22 & 23  

Saturday, August 22 

4:30pm  

Sunday, August 23 

8:30am  

12 Noon  

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday,  August 22 & 23  

Saturday, August 22 

4:30pm  

Sunday, August 23 

8:30am  

12 Noon  

Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 

 

Question: Why are Catholics required to give money to the 

                 church? 

 

Answer: Offering money and other goods to God and the 

Church is, before all else, a statement of gratitude. We see this 

when we look at how our spiritual ancestors showed their 

gratitude to God for the gifts they had received (e.g. Genesis 

14:18-20 and Genesis 28:16-22). One of the ways they offered 

thanks to God was through a practice called “tithing,” in which 

10 percent of a person’s goods (crops, livestock, money, etc.) 

were given back to God. Today, the practice of tithing — giving 

10 percent — is still common in many Protestant communities, 

but it is not required for Catholics. Instead, the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church teaches us that, “The faithful also have the 

duty of providing for the material needs of the Church, each 

according to [their] own abilities” (no. 2043). This means that, 

although we are not bound to practice “tithing” in the traditional 

sense, we do share a responsibility to share our money or other 

resources with our parish communities. Like our spiritual 

ancestors, we give as a sign of our gratitude for the many gifts 

that God has given to us. Beyond this, we also share our 

resources with other Catholic organizations to help them finance 

their ministries, to continue and grow their outreach to the poor 

and the needy, and to provide just wages for their employees. 

How much we give depends on our individual circumstances, 

but since we share a responsibility for the programs, outreach, 

and health of our parish communities and Catholic 

organizations, this question gives us a wonderful opportunity to 

ask some important questions about the quality of our giving 

and what our priorities are. Remember, we are only stewards of 

our time, talents, and treasures and as the First Letter of Peter 

reminds us, “As each one of you has received a gift, use it to 

serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied 

graces” (4:10). 
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Quote from Pope Francis 

Let us ask the Lord that our work today 

makes us all more humble, meek, more 

patient and more trusting in God so that 

the church may give beautiful witness to 

the people.  
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Sharing the Gospel 

Jesus met a woman who had amazing faith. She 

was brave. She was loud. She did not care what 

anybody else thought. Jesus was the Savior, and 

she knew he could heal her daughter. Jesus can 

help you with any problem you have, too. Be 

brave. Keep asking Jesus for help. God is strong. 

He can do anything  

 

Prayer 

Jesus, help me to be brave. I know you can do 

anything.  

Community Events 

Prayer for Students and Teachers 

Let us pray for all students and their teachers as they 

begin a new school year.  

 

God of all knowledge and understanding, 

we seek your guidance and direction as both students 

and teachers begin a new school year. 

Look with favor upon those who have given so much 

to be teachers. 

We know the nervousness of new students, and know 

you are with them. 

Give us all the wisdom and patience we need to be 

good students and teachers. 

We ask all of this in the name of THE good teacher, 

Jesus, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God. 

Amen. 

If you are job searching, you can visit 

eastchicago.com. On the website there is a list of 

job opportunities. The best of luck to all candidates 

who are looking for employment. This is a public 

service of the City of East Chicago to assist and to 

increase employment opportunities for all of its 

residents who may have been affected due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the efforts to continue to 

practice social distancing.   Be safe and careful!   
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Indiana

CatholicMatch.com/IN

EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

MARBLE METALS
Top Dollar for All Metals

We Buy Aluminum - 
Aluminum Cans - Brass 

Copper - Stainless
Hrs 8-4, Sat 8-1
DROSS FAMILY

127 Marble St.     931-7975

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464


