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Parish Family 

PARISH STAFF  

Father Nestor A. Varon, AIC, Pastor 

In Residence, Msgr. John J. Siekierski  

Sister Gloria Jean Kozlowski, Director 

of Religious Education 

Anne J. Ruiz, School Principal 

Dora Castellanos, School Secretary 

Heladia Rivera, Church Secretary 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday  

9:00 am — 3:00 pm 

6:30 pm — 8:30 pm (by appointment) 

Office Closed: Wednesday,  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

 

TELEPHONE  

Parish Office/Rectory 398-2341 

Convent                397-7059 

School                398-1316 

 

MASSES  

Saturday 4:30 pm 

Sunday  8:30 am and 12:00 Noon 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

Tuesday & Thursday at 8:15 am 

Word & Communion Service 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 

at 8:15 am 

 

CONFESSIONS  

Saturday at 4:00 pm and immediately 

after the 4:30 pm Mass.  Face to Face 

Confessions by appointment only. 

August 23, 2020 

21st Sunday 

In Ordinary Time 

St. Stanislaus 
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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

Today we the Church celebrate the 21st Sunday in 

Ordinary Time as we continue to live into the 21st 

Century in this 2020 year which some people are hoping 

will end soon! Yet this is the year of vision and possibly 

all that has and is happening is to set our sight straight-

right on God’s own view of the unfolding of the kingdom 

and our roles in making that vision a reality. The three 

readings chosen for today are “just right” for us for they 

bring us comfort and challenge as well as the courage we 

need to penetrate through the clouds of confusion which 

surround us. In today’s Gospel Jesus makes a promise 

which cling to saying of the church: “The gates of the 

netherworld will not prevail against it. Because the church 

is made of humans it is sinful and always in need of 

purification and renewal. Because it is the beloved spouse 

of Christ it has been redeemed and shall not overcome by 

evil. God’s faithfulness throughout times unfolding, 

God’s wisdom within that process and the reliance God 

places on each of us part sinner and part saint are three 

key points which emerge from today’s texts and which 

have been uniquely reflected upon by the authors’ of 

Living Liturgy whose commentary integrates them all 

with a “hooked invitation” to each of us to engage in 

Bible study so that the question passed to Peter when 

asked of us can be given a filling response. The man came 

to the Scripture class seeking not only answers but 

annunciation. His Protestant friends were telling him that 

Peter was not the first pope. They had Scripture passages 

to back up their claims. He was sure there was something 

in the Bible he could use to counteract their arguments. 

Now the man was asking the instructor for three other 

Scripture passages he could use that would trump theirs! 

He was a bit disappointed when the instructor said that’s 

not the way Catholics read Scripture—how he had wanted 

the equivalent of three aces to play during the next go-

around with his Protestant interlocutors! The story in 

today’s gospel reading from Matthew is a favorite in 

Catholic-Protestant dialogue or even debates on the role 

of Peter and the development of the papacy. But the 

papacy is a long way from the setting of this particular 

story. Instead, if we read it on its terms, we see that 

Simon Bar-jonah confesses Jesus as the Christ. He 

recognizes Jesus for who he is, and Jesus responds by 

saying this insight was given to him by the heavenly 

Father. Jesus then names him “Peter,” a Greek term 

meaning “Rock”(though in Aramaic the term is Kephas). 

Prior to this, no person in recorded history had been 

named “Rock.” It’s as though Jesus named someone 

“Window.” For us today, who are so familiar with the 

name “Peter,” it sounds standard. But in antiquity, this 

nickname would have sounded odd. And for that reason, 

most scholars believe the name “Peter” goes back to the 

historical Jesus. Jesus then says that on this “rock”  

(whether “rock” in this instance refers to the person of 

Simon Bar-jonah or his confession of Jesus as Christ is 

debated) he will build his “church.” The term “church” 

appears in the gospels only in Matthew 18:17. Historically, 

churches developed later, so it seems anachronistic for 

Matthew (or any evangelist) to use the term during the 

historical ministry of Jesus. It’s partially for that reason that 

the phrase is thought to be a Matthean addition. Even so, 

Matthew is informing, or reminding, his audience that Peter 

was a spokesperson for the group, confessed Jesus as Christ, 

but even this was not due to his insight but from a gift of the 

Father. As Catholics, we read Scripture holistically, not 

cherry-picking verses from here and there, and then applying 

them in a context divorced from their own. A Catholic 

approach to Scripture seeks to understand the context in 

which the book, letter, or verse was written; the intent of the 

author, as much as possible; and how it corresponds to other 

Scripture. If we are looking for Scripture verses to use in 

theological debate with other Christians, we are playing the 

wrong game.  

 

This week honors St. Bartholomew, apostle on Monday. Our 

Lady of Czestochowa on Tuesday. On Thursday, the mother 

who prayed for many years for her son, he is honored on 

Friday, they are St. Monica and Augustine and we remember 

John the Baptist with the last of his three liturgical calendar 

days— The Passion!  

 

“What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. 

It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes 

to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs 

and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like.”  

        —Saint Augustine, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

 

As of this writing, established programs will be in 

person. Adult and Children's classes will begin on Wed. 

Sept. 9th. The RCIA process for 2020-2021 will have 

its initial, organizational meeting at 10:30 am on 

Sunday Sept. 13th. Since no word as yet has been given 

by Bishop McClory— completion of the process for 

this Easters Vigil’s RCIA group is still unknown. 

Anyone with questions or interests or desire to start a 

new program is welcomed to call Sr. Gloria Jean at  

219-397-7059, with your concerns.  
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Scripture Reflection 

The only way to know God is to love God. Our minds will 

never fully grasp the mystery of God, but our hearts and 

souls can learn to love the mystery. Years ago, when life 

had a more innocent quality to it, we believed what we were 

told or witnessed, unless there was direct evidence 

otherwise. This was especially true if the information came 

from someone in authority. In a sense, we were a bit more 

gullible on one hand but also more trusting on the other.                                                                                                                                                

The latter is an admirable quality that sadly can be eroded 

when we realize we have been duped. With education and 

technological advances, we find ourselves more skeptical 

and less likely to too quickly accept and believe what we 

see and hear. For all of the good that social media can do, it 

can also easily distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a 

myriad other technological truths can add to, fabricate, and 

make even the non-existent seem real. It is amazing. How 

far do we allow this obviously justifiable skepticism to take 

us? Questioning and doubting are healthy elements of any 

good relationship as long as we don’t allow them to turn us 

away from a deeper experience of love and encounter. If we 

cannot get our minds around something or empirically 

justify or prove it, we tend to declare it a hoax, untrue, or 

unauthentic and walk away. The very same trust that can 

quickly be eroded is exactly what is essential for all of our 

relationships, especially our relationship with God. With all 

things and people that make a profound claim on us, we 

have to trust in the absence of knowledge. Full self-

investment involves plunging completely into the unknown! 

Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of 

the Living God.” Peter came to this knowledge, which is not 

“head knowledge” because of the relationship he shared 

with Jesus and what God was able to reveal in and through 

that relationship. Peter simply “knew” because of love that 

this is who Jesus really is. The silent exchange of love 

between friends, and not an intellectual exercise of the 

mind, brought Peter to this place. When we stop and think 

about it, there are many things in life that we simply know 

but do not completely understand. When someone sacrifices 

their own well-being for another, it may not make 

intellectual sense when examined. But it makes a world of 

sense when it is carried out. The vastness of reality and an 

encounter with incomprehensible mystery all lead us to 

profound silence where we simply know something to be 

true. Have you trusted enough to allow your relationship 

with God to bring you to this place or are you still too 

skeptical? 

My Experience 

Jesus asks today: Who am I? Peter blurts out: The Christ. 

In that response, he means the Messiah, the Promised 

One, the Son of God, the One who saves, redeems, and 

blinds us to God. Quite a mouthful. Profound belief. He 

is the very foundation of the Church, the People of God. 

• What is my experience of Jesus? He is… 

• How does my experience bind me to all who believe 

in him? 

• Since I am called to be like him, whom will I save in 

some small way today? 
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Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO…………..……....$2,712.00 

Adult envelopes issued…………............295 (August, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used…..…….....76/26% (August 16, 2020) 

Food Pantry………1 donation……..………..........$200.00 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

CONSIDERATION: Happiness is a way station between 

too much and too little.    —Playwright Channing Pollock 

 

Inspiration For The Week 

To stand in the presence of God is to stand in the presence of 

incomprehensible mystery. We are people of proofs and facts. 

With good reason, we are becoming more doubtful of what pre-

sents itself to us, as technology makes it easy to fabricate false 

images and distort what is actually true. What we think is real 

actually may not be. We become skeptical. Does this skepticism 

affect our relationship with God? To have faith in God means 

that we must be willing to trust in the absence of full knowl-

edge. To know the mind of God means we would know God 

himself, and that is impossible. To acknowledge Jesus as the 

Christ means we acknowledge that the reality and presence of 

an incarnate God has a fundamental claim on who we are. 

When we name this truth, we participate in a depth of knowl-

edge that stretches us far beyond the scope of our minds. It 

brings us to silence, which is the only way to touch our soul. 

Everyday Stewardship 

What does it mean to be a good steward? Does it mean to be 

an active parishioner, or something more? Are we better stew-

ards because we give more in terms of our money and time to 

our parish, or are we called to do even more than that? The 

truth is that stewardship is a way of life. We are not simply 

called to be active parishioners, but instead be active disciples 

all the time. In fact, what we learn to do in our parish should 

serve as preparation for the mission field of the world. What 

have we really done if we only act like disciples of Jesus 

Christ while we are assembled with others who claim to be the 

same? The choice before us is to give of ourselves in all as-

pects of our day and life. The call of Jesus will come in our 

everyday lives with our co-workers, family, and friends more 

often than it will within our parish community. First, if we 

can’t become good stewards when we are among those who 

proclaim Jesus as Lord, how will we be able to do so when we 

are with those who are non-believers? Second, when our mus-

cles of gratitude, generosity, and graciousness are strengthened 

within our parish community, we are more able to meet the 

challenges of this world. However, we do not become good 

stewards by accident. We must always choose to live this way. 

What will you choose?               — Tracy Earl Welliver 



. 

*Weekday & Saturday Masses in church are  

cancelled  until further notice.  

Mass intentions will be rescheduled* 

Monday, August 24 - St. Bartholomew, Apostle 

8:15am  

Tuesday, August 25 - St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz,  

                                     Priest 

8:15am  † 

Wednesday, August 26 

8:15am  

Thursday, August 27 - St. Monica 

8:15am  † 

Friday, August 28 - St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor   

                                  of the Church  

8:15am  

Saturday, August 29 - The Passion of St. John the  

                                       Baptist 

4:30pm  † 

Sunday, August 30, 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am  Health & God’s Blessings for Radziwiecki  

              Children & Grandchildren int. Polish Grandma 

              Health & God’s Blessings for our Prishioners 

12 Noon† 

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday, August 29 & 30  

Saturday, August 29 

4:30 pm  

Sunday, August 30 

8:30 am  

12 Noon  

Schedule for Saturday & Sunday, August 29 & 30 

Saturday, August 29 

4:30 pm  

Sunday, August 30 

8:30 am  

12:00 Noon  
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Quote from Pope Francis 

To live by faith means to put our 

lives in the hands of God, especially 

in our most difficult moments. 

Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 

 

Question: Why are only men allowed to be priests or  

                   deacons in the church? 

Answer: One of the most debated and — in some circles — 

contentious teachings of the Church is that only men can be 

ordained as priests and deacons. Critics see it as a way of 

strengthening a patriarchal system in which women have little 

or no voice. Those who support this teaching look to New 

Testament teaching (where we read of Jesus choosing only men 

to be apostles) and the long-standing practice of the Church. 

This was certainly the perspective of St. John Paul II who, in his 

1994 apostolic letter, Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, closed the 

discussion on the possibility of ordaining women as priests. In 

the letter, he reflected on the dignity of women and their call to 

share in the life and mission of the Church, but he concluded by 

solemnly declaring that “the Church has no authority 

whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this 

judgment is to be definitely held by all the Church’s 

faithful” (no. 4). This position has been upheld by Pope Francis 

in interviews, most notably as he returned from his 2016 visit to 

Sweden. The ordination of women to the diaconate is another 

question and one which is being studied. In 2016, Pope Francis 

created a 12-member commission to study the question from 

several perspectives (theological, liturgical, historical, etc.). The 

commission issued an initial report for Pope Francis who later 

said that the commission had not yet produced a “definite 

response” to the question because of a lack of agreement on the 

role of female deacons in the Early Church. For now, however, 

regardless of what changes might come from ongoing study and 

debate, the Church continues to reserve ordination to the 

diaconate to men only, recognizing a vital link between the 

diaconate and the priesthood and the lack of certainty about the 

presence and function of female deacons throughout history. 



. 

 

The City of East Chicago & Lake County Eats Local 

Presents 

Unity Plaza Farmers Market 

138th & Main Street, East Chicago 

Purchase fresh locally grown fruits & 

vegetables. (SNAP accepted) 

August 26th, September 9th & 23rd, 

& October 7th & 21st,  from 2pm — 6pm. 

You must wear a mask & social distancing 

rules and regulations will be enforced. 

 

 

Sharing the Gospel 

God had sent great prophets to his people. 

Jeremiah, Elijah, and John the Baptist were 

faithful to God. They told God's people to 

love each other. But God's people would not 

listen. That is why God sent his Son Jesus to 

be your Savior. With Jesus' help, you can turn 

back to God. Because of Jesus, you can love 

others. Because of Jesus, you can look 

forward to heaven.  

 

Prayer 

God, I thank you for sending your Son, Jesus 

to be my Savior.  

Community Events 

With joyful hearts  

Mario Alberto Soriano 

Son of Eduardo Soriano & Angela Regalado 

Was baptized on August 16, 2020. 

The St. Stanislaus parish family welcomes you! 

May the baby Jesus bless you always! 

Kristina Vazquez 

Daughter of Adrian & Rebeca Vazquez  

Celebrated her Quinceañera  

On August 22, 2020. 

May the virgin Mary guide and help you  

all your life! 

Happy 15th Birthday! 

 

If you are job searching, you can 

visit eastchicago.com. On the 

website there is a list of job 

opportunities. The best of luck to 

all candidates who are looking for 

employment. This is a public 

service of the City of East Chicago to assist and to 

increase employment opportunities for all of its 

residents who may have been affected due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the efforts to continue to 

practice social distancing.   Be safe and careful!   

The St. Stanislaus School, in East Chicago is 

looking to hire a school nurse for their fall 

semester. Anyone interested can contact the 

school principal, Mrs. Ruiz at 219-398-1316 

for more information.  
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Indiana

CatholicMatch.com/IN

EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

MARBLE METALS
Top Dollar for All Metals

We Buy Aluminum - 
Aluminum Cans - Brass 

Copper - Stainless
Hrs 8-4, Sat 8-1
DROSS FAMILY

127 Marble St.     931-7975

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464


