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Parish Family 

PARISH STAFF  

Father Nestor A. Varon, AIC, Pastor 

In Residence, Msgr. John J. Siekierski  

Sister Gloria Jean Kozlowski, Director 

of Religious Education 

Anne J. Ruiz, School Principal 

Dora Castellanos, School Secretary 

Heladia Rivera, Church Secretary 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday  

9:00 am — 3:00 pm 

6:30 pm — 8:30 pm (by appointment) 

Office Closed: Wednesday,  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

 

TELEPHONE  

Parish Office/Rectory 398-2341 

Convent                397-7059 

School                398-1316 

 

MASSES  

Sunday  8:30 am  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

No weekday Masses or  

Word & Communion Services at this 

time. 

 

CONFESSIONS  

Confessions by appointment only. 

August 30, 2020 

22nd Sunday 

In Ordinary Time 

St. Stanislaus 
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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

We the church gather on this the 22nd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time to give God thanks and praise. This 

Sunday’s gospel reading from Matthew the authors of 

Living Liturgy observe immediately follows last week’s, 

which is not always the case on the Lectionary. In other 

words, the episode about Jesus rebuking Peter today 

comes immediately after the story of Peter proclaiming 

Jesus the Christ and Jesus in turn saying he will build his 

church upon the “rock.”   In some ways, this is a good 

reminder of the unintended life of discipleship when we 

can experience extreme highs one moment and fall into 

such depths the next. For all Peter’s exuberance in 

proclaiming Jesus the Christ, it is only a few verses later 

that Jesus is rebuking him for thinking not as God does, 

but as human beings do. And what precisely is the cause 

of the rebuke? How is Peter thinking as human beings do? 

It’s because Peter does not comprehend or understand the 

necessity of suffering and how it is a constitutive element 

of Jesus’ identity as Messiah. Though the Old Testament 

does not say it, Jesus certainly does. The Messiah will 

suffer and die. Peter, informed by the Scriptures, has good 

justification for telling Jesus that he has it all wrong. 

When Peter proclaimed Jesus Messiah, he did not have in 

mind suffering and death, but triumph and jubilation. This 

is the source of the misunderstanding. But Jesus, ever the 

teacher, takes the time to explain how and why Peter has 

it wrong. Jesus will encounter opposition that will lead to 

his death. The same can be said for the disciples. As the 

meaning of discipleship becomes more clear, we can 

wonder how Jesus had any remaining disciples! If the cost 

of discipleship is one’s very life, perhaps it’s better not to 

be a disciple? In the gospels it’s clear that “would-be 

disciples” do in fact leave Jesus - they cease to follow 

him. But Peter and the others maintain their relationship 

with him, allowing it to go deeper, into a more full and 

complete understanding. By seeking to save one’s life, it 

will be lost. By giving away one’s life, it will be saved. 

To be the reigning, victorious Messiah means a life that 

ends in suffering and death. The paradoxical notions of 

Jesus’ teaching are central to his wisdom. The tripod of 

the Paschal Mystery’s Passion, Death and Resurrection! 

The texts of the first and second Readings should not just 

be listened to but reread, pondered and become part of 

each of our lived lives. How often do we feel like the 

Prophet Jeremiah and want to boldly voice our real 

thoughts and feelings to God as he did beginning with 

that classic opening line: “You duped me, O Lord and I 

let myself be duped.” In our times of despair and 

confusion Paul’s urgent message should be of comfort: 

Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed 

by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is 

the will of God, what is good  and pleasing and perfect.  

September 1st is Tuesday. The month is dedicated to Mary, 

Our Lady of Sorrows whose feast is celebrated mid-month 

on the 15th. In the Gospel according to Luke, as Simeon 

holds the infant Christ in his arms, he tells Mary that her life 

will be full of suffering. Her son will be “opposed,” and “a 

sword will pierce Mary’s soul, too” (Luke 2:34, 35). That 

prophecy is fulfilled when Jesus is crucified and Mary stands 

at the foot of his Cross. The image of the Mater Dolorosa, 

the Sorrowful Mother, is the subject of one of the most 

famous works of art, Michelangelo’s Pietà, which shows 

Mary with the dead Christ in her arms, her face revealing 

peace and acceptance, and yet profound grief. Today we ask 

the intercession of this sorrowful Mother for all mothers who 

suffer for their children, and especially those who have lost a 

child. Today on your way out from Church stop by the statue 

of our Mater Dolorosa and ask of her what your heart 

desires and perhaps each day of this month you can say “My 

mother Mary, Lady of Sorrows pray for me that I may bring 

the Joy of Jesus to someone today.  

September 1st is the World Day of Prayer for the Care of 

Creation. Pope Francis wrote a very informative letter on the 

subject entitled Laudato Si. Its well worth the read and today 

is a good day to remind ourselves of the 3 R’s reduce, reuse, 

recycle. Those other 3 R’s which might of popped into your 

head reading, ‘riting and ‘rithmetic remind us that schools on 

all levels have begun as our own St. Stan’s started on 

Wednesday, Aug. 19th or are beginning in person or 

virtually and all involved students, teachers, parents and 

administrations are in need of our prayer.  

 

A reminder that our Wednesday Religious Education 

programs are beginning at their usual time - the 

Wednesday after Labor Day which is next week 

Wednesday Sept. 9th. Please register for them by 

calling Sr. Gloria Jean at 219-397-7059. Let the phone 

ring a bit to record your message. All classes will be in 

person. So do call so proper CDC conditions can be 

made for you.  
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Scripture Reflection 

Secular pursuits only bring a temporary amount of 

satisfaction and fulfillment. As much as we may think that 

achieving worldly success, economic security, personal well

-being, and self-fulfillment are worthy goals to obtain, they 

all are dependent on external variables and can lead to 

emptiness. We are trained to be very pragmatic and 

productive. Unless we are able to check off all of the boxes 

or comply with specific measurable requirements, our value 

and worth becomes questionable. Corporations, educational 

institutions, systems, structures, and secular ideology rarely 

consider deeper, more spiritual, and human contributions a 

person can and needs to make. To the secular mind, the 

wisdom and ideals of the Gospel are making less and less 

sense. Consider for a moment this question: “What profit 

would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit 

his life?” While Jesus is asking this very challenging 

question to people who are considering his message, many 

in our world are in a quite different place. Whether we 

realize it, many folks are asking a much different question. 

Why would you not want to gain the whole world and 

secure your life? If you look at where a lot of folks are 

investing their time, energy, and resources, it becomes 

obvious where current priorities rest. Modern day comforts 

and possibilities are backing us out of our relationship with 

God. The fire burning in every human heart is trying to find 

its satisfaction in the things that humans have created and 

not God. Being altruistic and offering compassion for those 

most in need becomes a political responsibility or 

responsible gesture. We realize that our hearts need to be 

centered on something and someone who calls us out of 

ourselves, but we struggle and battle with naming the source 

of that call. God places the desire to seek, find, and love 

Him in the core of every soul. We are not abandoned and 

left to fend for ourselves. But we can easily get confused. 

We know that when we extend ourselves to another self-

sacrificially, we are doing what is just and right. We know 

that we can work through suffering and loss and come out 

better and more whole on the other side. Our minds need to 

be renewed so that they can begin to understand that there is 

much more to who we are, and that faith plays a pivotal role 

in achieving our true and everlasting goals. It is when we 

see that it is only faith that can bring us to this heightened 

awareness of ourselves and God that it will begin to make 

sense. Then, we can put things in proper perspective and 

consider being a disciple. 

 

Overcoming Obstacles 

Jeremiah complains that because of the compelling presence 

of God within, he cannot not speak God’s message. Paul 

urges us not to conform ourselves to this age. And Peter, 

trying to protect Jesus, blurts out “God forbid” and becomes 

an obstacle to Jesus’ mission. Baptized followers of Jesus 

must deny, take up the cross, and follow.  

• In denying self, how will I attend to another’s need this 

week? 

• What is the cross I bear for the sake of the Kingdom of 

Heaven? 

• How will I follow, not the greed of this age, but the 

goodness of Christian life? 
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Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO……………....……....$3,340.00 

Adult envelopes issued…...……..........…...295 (August, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used….…….….....86/29% (August 23, 2020) 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

CONSIDERATION: Love does not consist in gazing at each 

other, but in looking outward together in the same direction. 

                                       —Writer Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

I love the original movie Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. 

All the way through while I watch the film I still laugh and feel 

like a child. It is only the last line with which I have an issue. 

Wonka by now has chosen Charlie to succeed him as head of the 

chocolate factory. They board an elevator that proceeds to crash 

through the roof and begins to fly. Wonka then asks Charlie if he 

ever heard of what happened to the boy who got everything he 

ever wanted. After Charlie says no, Wonka explains, “He lived 

happily ever after.” As I get older, I can say I have met several 

people who got all or most of all they have ever wanted, but 

unlike Charlie, it did not lead to endless bliss. In fact, as a Chris-

tian I know that that statement of Wonka’s is a lie. The secret to 

living happily ever after lies in not getting all you ever wanted, 

but instead in giving all you ever wanted away. A person can’t 

have any sense of that reality until they begin to see his or her life 

transformed by Jesus. When we have accepted the challenge 

placed before us and made a choice to live a certain way daily, we 

can find ourselves transformed. Following Jesus is not easy, but it 

is the only true way to find authentic joy. When we have emptied 

ourselves and allowed him to fill the open spaces in us, we be-

come different. We are transformed and, if enough of us in a par-

ish community experience the same journey, our parish is trans-

formed as well. Then we begin to transform the world around us. 

Don’t be fooled: A flying elevator is cool, but it pales in compari-

son to what can happen when we find a new life in Jesus Christ.             

–  Tracy Earl Welliver 

 

Inspiration For The Week 

Secular problems require savvy secular solutions. We are trained 

to solve problems, be successful and productive, and find our 

way through all that life presents to us. Corporations value those 

who can decipher the best avenue to take in order to resolve an 

issue. How do you train and renew your mind? Facts, figures, 

scientific tools, analytical processes, best practices, and models 

of varying kinds are at our disposal. If we don’t know the full 

and proper course of action, we can easily find it. But there is a 

knowledge that goes far beyond all these things that makes a 

direct claim on the essence of our being. It satisfies a deeper 

thirst and hunger that keeps us restless until it is satisfied. Our 

minds, hearts, and souls cannot only be nurtured purely by secu-

lar and temporal things. We must seek the enlightenment that 

comes from God. This allows us to see the value of suffering in 

order to achieve a greater good and the losing of our very self in 

the service of something greater. Faith only makes sense if it can 

bring us to this heightened awareness. 
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*Weekday & Saturday Masses in church are  

cancelled  until further notice.  

Mass intentions will be rescheduled* 

Monday, August 31 

8:15am   

Tuesday, September 1 

8:15am  † 

Wednesday, September 2 

8:15am  

Thursday, September 3 - St. Gregory the Great, Pope &  

                                           Doctor of the Church 

8:15am  † 

Friday, September 4 

8:15am 

Saturday, September 5 

4:30pm  † 

Sunday, September 6, 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am  †Glenn Evans int. Wife & Family 

              Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 

12 Noon† 

It is with joyful hearts to announce that 

Elle Olivia Gajewski 

Daughter of Adam Gajewski 

Celebrated her 1st Communion  

August 16, 2020 

May Jesus live in your heart to guide you  

throughout your life. 

 

Jesus has made Himself the Bread of Life to give us life. 

Night and day, He is there. If you really want  

to grow in love, come back to the Eucharist,  

come back to that Adoration.              

                                                              —Mother Teresa 

 

 

Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 

 

Question: How many times a day can a person receive  

               communion?  

Answer: To find an answer to this question, we need 

to turn to the Church’s Code of Canon Law. Here we 

read, “One who has received the blessed Eucharist 

may receive it again on the same day only within a 

Eucharistic celebration in which that person 

participates …” (no. 917). This tells us that the 

standard answer would be that we can receive 

communion twice in a day. Having said that, we also 

want to be sure that we pay attention to the entire 

instruction. The phrase “within a Eucharistic 

celebration in which that person participates” is 

important. It means a) that we always have to think of 

receiving communion as being within a celebration of 

the Mass and b) we have to be participants in that 

celebration – we can’t simply show up “in time” for 

communion. So, when would this rule apply? For 

example, if you attend Mass on a Saturday morning 

and then take part in the Sunday Vigil Mass on 

Saturday evening, you could licitly receive communion 

at both celebrations. Or, another example, if you 

receive communion at a wedding or funeral Mass, you 

could also receive communion at a daily Mass or 

Sunday Vigil celebrated on the same day. We always 

want to be sure that we observe the rules for fasting 

from food and drink before receiving the Eucharist 

(see Code of Canon Law, no. 919). We should also 

remember that the Code of Canon Law instructs that 

anyone who is in danger of death or seriously ill may 

also receive communion a second time (no. 91, §2). 
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Quote from Pope Francis 

The world tells us to seek  

success, power and money;  

God tells us to seek humility, 

service and love.  
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The City of East Chicago & Lake County Eats Local 

Presents 

Unity Plaza Farmers Market 

138th & Main Street, East Chicago 

Purchase fresh locally grown fruits & 

vegetables. (SNAP accepted) 

September 9th & 23rd, 

& October 7th & 21st,  from 2pm — 6pm. 

You must wear a mask & social distancing 

rules and regulations will be enforced. 

 

Food Assistance 

The Salvation Army serves hot meals from its 

mobile canteen from noon—1 p.m. at 513 W. 

Chicago Ave. Their pantry is open from 9-11 a.m. 

Monday through Thursday.  

 

Rental Assistance  

Rental assistance of up to $2,000 over four 

months is available to households impacted by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The program is designed to 

help Indiana renters avoid eviction by covering 

monthly rent payments or late fees.  

PLEASE NOTE: The program cannot be used with 

other emergency pandemic-related rent 

assistance. Individuals that receive Section 8 or 

USDA Rural Development rental assistance or live 

in public housing, are not eligible for the Indiana 

COVID-19 Rental Assistance Program.  

INFO: For program requirements and to apply, 

please visit indianahousingnow.org.  

Community Events 

Happy Timers News 

The St. Stan’s Happy Timers Seniors 

Club’s September 3rd meeting has 

been cancelled. Please continue to 

check the bulletin for news about 

future Happy Timers’ meetings. We ask all of 

our seniors to stay safe and follow health 

guidelines.  Good Bless our seniors!  

The St. Stanislaus School, in East Chicago 

is looking to hire a school nurse for their 

fall semester. Anyone interested can 

contact the school principal, Mrs. Ruiz at 

219-398-1316 for more information.  

 

East Chicago News 

Recreation Centers: Attendance is limited to 15 in 

the gym and three in the workout facilities.  

Our community rooms are closed. Social distancing 

and protective masks are required at all times. 

Hours: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Appointment required: Call 

Heritage Hall at (219) 391- 8380 or Unity Center at 

(219) 397-2392. Everyone must sign a waiver form. 

 

Playgrounds and exercise equipment: Although 

we’ve enhanced cleaning measures, residents must 

wipe down equipment before and after each use.  

 

MacArthur Golf Course: Hours and golfing services 

are limited. Hours: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday 

through Sunday For more information please call

(219) 391-8362.  
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Indiana

CatholicMatch.com/IN

EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

MARBLE METALS
Top Dollar for All Metals

We Buy Aluminum - 
Aluminum Cans - Brass 

Copper - Stainless
Hrs 8-4, Sat 8-1
DROSS FAMILY

127 Marble St.     931-7975

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464


