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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

On this the 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, the gospel 

offers us guidance and comfort as we continue to 

experience days of divisiveness. Like so many today each 

of us want a world wherein we all could get along. Our 

lives we envision would be happy peaceful and joy would 

mark our existence. But it is not like that. Even in the 

most secure and safe nuclear families the authors of 

Loving Liturgy tell us — individuals raised in the same 

household, for whom love may be a given—have 

challenges with one another. As long as we are living in 

the period before the coming of Christ, we will 

experience sin and the fragmentation and fracturing of 

relationships. How do we respond when this inevitably 

happens? Certainly not in kind. Matthew gives us some 

practical steps to follow. Writing in MagnifiKid, Lisa 

Reno’s words help us to better understand the steps Jesus 

directs us to conquering all through love. In today’s 

Gospel, Jesus tells us, “If your brother sins against you, 

go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.” 

This is never easy! When we’re hurt, the last thing we 

want to do is to go to the one who hurt us. We would 

much rather go to others to complain about the one who 

hurt us. Jesus is inviting us to take the first step toward 

healing our broken relationships. He is teaching us how to 

love as God loves. Even when God’s people had rejected 

him in sin, God sent Jesus to be their Savior. Sin is like a 

prison that keeps us locked away alone in sadness. Love 

is the key that unlocks the doors and brings us back to 

friendship. Taking the first step is never easy, but it is 

always the loving thing to do. You will see that “Love 

conquers all.” Love is stronger than hatred and sin. 

Wherever love is, Jesus is there among us. Peacemaker  

and reconciler — how often do we see ourselves in that 

role? Act in that capacity? Yet this is the message and the 

work we have been given, the “responsibility” we have 

for one another. Only when we experience the new life of 

the resurrection will every tear be wiped away and 

relationships restored. Until that time, we do the best we 

can, motivated by love and guided by the wisdom of 

Christ. Monday celebrates Labor Day — a holiday not a 

holyday. Yet one on which we should reflect on the 

dignity of labor and the responsibility to earn a just wage 

through honest work. Perhaps its value is best expressed 

in the prayers for the preparation of the gifts.  

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through 

your goodness we have received the bread we offer you: 

fruit of the earth and work of human hands, it will become 

for us the bread of life. Blessed be God for ever. Blessed 

are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your 

goodness we have received the wine we offer you: fruit of 

the vine and work of human hands, it will become our 

spiritual drink. Blessed be God for ever.  

Each job and profession helps in building the Kingdom. 

Each of us has our “Job” to do in completing the project 

Jesus himself began. Under Joseph’s care he learned a trade 

and all workers are now under the care of the Patron of 

Workers. Yet perhaps one job that is in the media today is 

that of the women and men who work in law-enforcement. 

For them let us specifically pray the following prayer.  

Policeman’s Prayer 

When I start my tour of duty God, wherever crime may be,  

As I walk the darkened streets alone, let me be close to thee. 

Please give me understanding with both the young and old.  

Let me listen with attention until their story’s told.  

Let me never make a judgment in a rash or callous way, but 

let me hold my patience let each man have his say. Lord if 

some dark and dreary night,  

I must give my life, Lord, with your everlasting love 

Protect my children and my wife.  

 

Tuesday Sept. 8th marks the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Let’s not forget to at least say an “Ave” to our Mother 

on her birthday which Sr. Jana Visel writing in Give Us This 

Day informs us that nine months ago, on December 8th, we 

celebrated the Immaculate Conception of Mary, and so today 

we celebrate her birth. In the West the liturgical year begins 

with Advent, close to Mary’s conception, while in the East, 

the new liturgical year begins September 1, close to her 

birth. In both traditions, the liturgical context speaks of how 

Mary’s entry into the world is a preparation for the 

incarnation of Jesus. With Mary, the hope of dawn is near.  

Today’s readings and prayers echo with yearning for a 

Messiah, years of longing for peace, longing for a day when 

a just ruler given by God would set things straight. We know 

the Kingdom of God has already come; on the cross Jesus 

himself said, “It is finished.” Yet we also know the Kingdom 

of God is not yet complete. God’s project with humanity is 

not yet finished. We still long for the day when “God with 

us: will mean that right relationship has been restored, all 

have been gathered into one, and Christ is all in all. More 

concretely, we wait for loved ones to return. We wait for 

healing of broken bones, broken hearts. We wait for just 

resolutions to unjust situations. Sometimes it seems 

foolhardy to hope. Is a better world possible, or has 

humanity screwed things up beyond possibility of 

redemption? With Mary, we are reminded that Christ is near, 

and that in God’s mysterious time, all shall be set right. God 

longs to use us to make it happen.  

Friday marks Patriot Day 9/11. Pray for all who perished and 

all who assisted on that dreadful day as we continue to pray 

for peace in our day. 
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Scripture Reflection 

It’s all about reconciliation and conversion, not punishment. 

Relationships are not static adventures but wonderful gifts 

that continue to develop, grow, change, and mature. We are 

meant to be social beings, so isolating ourselves from others 

is rarely helpful. But, because human beings are on the one 

hand tremendously gifted, talented, and blessed creations, 

they are on the other also flawed, broken, and sinful. We all 

need to humbly admit that we are works in progress and not 

only capable of enriching each other’s lives but causing 

deep hurts and wounds as well. Hence, we always need to 

be reconciled. We are always growing, changing, and 

expanding our knowledge of who we are and how we are 

meant to share life together. Because reconciliation and 

conversion are always part of the mix of life, honesty is 

crucial. Without honesty, we can easily find ourselves living 

a lie and causing more harm than good. Being able to freely 

share our feelings, especially those involving pain and hurt, 

is a charism necessary to pursue and an art to learn. When 

we are wronged or wrong someone else, we do not enjoy 

the confrontation that can and needs to come. We are taught 

to keep our feelings to ourselves, especially when they are 

negative, and we tend to avoid difficult conversations. 

Hence, we never really learn how to confront another, 

successfully resolve conflict, find reconciliation, and 

welcome conversion. When we hurt or wrong someone, it 

does not mean that we are a bad or sinful person who 

deserves only punishment and excommunication. Quite the 

opposite! We are simply a human person who can make 

poor choices and sin and can be forgiven. We can restore 

and deepen the relationship that has been affected and find 

our way home again. Jesus clearly wants to avoid shame 

because it has no purpose in achieving reconciliation and 

conversion. All broken relationships deserve a chance at 

reconciliation. Every person has room for growth and a 

need for conversion. We have to learn to be okay with 

honesty and not be afraid to hear and process what someone 

needs to say, even if it is difficult for us to hear. Severing a 

relationship, both personally or with the church community 

as a whole, ought to definitely be a last resort and only 

pursued when all else has failed. 

 

Inspiration For The Week 

It is not easy to confront someone who has wronged or hurt 

us. But it is absolutely necessary to do so in order for 

reconciliation to occur. We are taught to mind our own 

business and keep our thoughts to ourselves. When we have 

been hurt or wronged and we do not acknowledge and give 

voice to it, those feelings of hurt remain in our hearts and 

can eventually turn into anger. Verbalizing our feelings can 

diffuse them, and communicating how we actually feel 

brings honesty to our relationships. This is the only way that 

the path of love can remain open and that integrity and 

mutual respect can be maintained. It is no wonder that Jesus 

absolutely insisted upon healthy and compassionate 

confrontation. People don’t always realize that they are 

doing harm. Bringing this to light is not only good for the 

one who is hurt but for the one who caused the pain. The 

new insight and revelation may prevent the action from 

being repeated again.  
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Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO…………..……....$3,423.00 

Adult envelopes issued…………......…..296 (August, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used….……/...118/40% (August 30, 2020) 

Diocese of Gary Mercy Fund…….Food Pantry.......$750.00 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

CONSIDERATION: I want my children to have all the 

things I couldn’t afford. Then I want to move in with them.  

                                   — Actress and comedian, Phyllis Diller 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

I have been blessed to be a member of my parish community for 

28 years. For much of that time I was serving as a member of 

the parish staff, but it was still the community that I call home. I 

have been fortunate to be able to remain in that parish even as 

my life has encountered new chapters and callings. I am so 

grateful to God that I have been able to grow, be nourished, and 

find companionship in a parish for this long of a time. It is a 

natural tendency for human beings to desire belonging to some-

thing bigger than themselves. Not everyone is fortunate enough 

to find the community, big or small, that fulfills that need. Un-

fortunately, that means that many communities suffer from not 

having the benefit of the gifts, skills, and talents that any mem-

ber can offer. Communities are in many ways living organisms 

that move and breathe based upon the individuals who form that 

body. A community is truly the sum of its parts. Your parish 

community reflects you and everyone else in that community. 

The more each member gives to the community, the stronger 

that community finds itself. If you hold back, your community 

suffers, and you gain little. I know firsthand what being a part 

of a community can mean to a person. I would be no one at all – 

and you would not be reading this – if it weren’t for the life I 

have had in my parish community.     – Tracy Earl Welliver 

 

Christ Is Present 

The readings today lay out our duty to dissuade the wicked 

from their ways ((Ezekiel); to not harden our hearts (Psalm); to 

love, love (Romans); and to lead sisters and brothers out of sin 

(Matthew). Important. Necessary. Baptismal duty. But let the 

last gospel sentence become our guide this week: “For where 

two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in the 

midst of them.” Christ is always present. Christ is surely with 

us now in the liturgy, in Communion, in all the sacraments, in 

his word proclaimed, in the praying and singing Church - and 

in this pandemic. As few as two or three of us assures his pres-

ence. 

• What is God saying to me about un-hardening my heart? 

• Let me read a Bible passage each day this week, either 

reprising the Sunday readings or using this week’s gospels 

of Luke 7 and 8. What is Christ saying to me each day? 

• With whom can I gather, even if kept from the church 

building, to sing God’s praise? 
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Monday, September 7 - Labor Day 

  

Tuesday, September 8 - The Nativity of the Blessed  

                                          Virgin Mary 

  

Wednesday, September 9 - St. Peter Claver, Priest 

 

Thursday, September 10 

 

Friday, September 11 - Patriot Day 

 

Saturday, September 12 - The Most Holy Name of  

                                             Mary; Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Sunday, September 13, 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

                                          Grandparents’ Day 

8:30am  †Jean Matson int. Sister, Mary 

              Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 

Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 

 

Question: Are Catholics allowed to donate their                

                organs? 

 

Answers: Yes, Catholics are allowed to donate their 

organs. In fact, the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

praises this practice when it notes that, “Organ 

donation after death is a noble and meritorious act 

and is to be encouraged as an expression of generous 

solidarity” (no. 2296). The Church has a series of 

guidelines for health care providers called The Ethical 

and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Services. 

This document helps us see organ donation as an act 

of charity, but it also reminds us that we have to be 

sure that donations of organs by living donors do not 

“sacrifice or seriously impair any essential bodily 

function and the anticipated benefit to the recipient 

is proportionate to the harm to the donor” (no. 30); 

trained medical professionals can help to make this 

assessment. In the case of organ donation at the end 

of life, we must be sure of the intentions of the donor 

or of their proxy are always respected, and that the 

dignity of the human body is always respected. In the 

end, we can look to Pope Saint John Paul II and his 

encyclical Evangelium Vitae, where he noted that 

organ donation is a beautiful act of expressing the 

culture of life, when “performed in an ethically 

acceptable manner, with a view to offering a chance 

of health or even of life itself to the sick who 

sometimes have no other hope” (no. 86). 

Questions of The Week 

First Reading 

The prophet Ezekiel is presented as the Lord’s 

“sentinel,” announcing both God’s salvation and 

judgment. How would you react to such a divine 

command? 

Second Reading 

Paul argues that “love is the fulfillment of the Law.” 

What does this mean to you as a Christian? 

Gospel Reading 

Jesus challenges his disciples to confront sin directly, 

even when it occurs with those closest to you. Why do 

you think Jesus encouraged this approach? 
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Quote from Pope Francis 

Only if you love your 

neighbor, if you do 

not hate your neighbor  

and do not harbor hatred  

in your heart, 

do you love God.  

This is the sure proof.  



. 

Help Is Here For Working Families In  

Northwest Indiana 

 

Resource Round Up 

ResourceRoundUp.com connects working families to 

programs and services in the community Families in 

Northwest Indiana are using ResourceRoundUp.com 

to: 

• Find quality child care providers 

• Connect to rent/mortgage and utility assistance 

programs 

• Find food or nutrition assistance 

• Find affordable family-friendly community events 

• Connect to before and after-school care programs 

Visit ResourceRoundUp.com for more information. 

 

Level Up 

This program helps you provide for your family by 

finding work that is meaningful to you AND pays a 

livable wage. Your Family Career Navigator will assist 

you with 1:1 coaching to: 

• Access job training, licensing, and credentialing 

• Connect to basic supports (rent, utilities, child 

care) while you develop skills employers want 

• Develop your family’s financial wellness plan 

(budgeting, debt reduction, savings) 

Visit lauw.org/levelup for more information. 

 

Lake Area United Way Child Care Assistance 

Quality child care can be expensive. Fortunately, 

there may be financial assistance for hardworking, 

Indiana families. Lake Area United Way helps families 

in Northwest Indiana who: 

• Are a resident of East Chicago, Gary, or 

Hammond 

• Are a health care worker of first responder 

• Meet certain income guidelines 

• Need child care during the COVID-19 pandemic 

Visit lauw.org/childcare for more information.  

 

Indiana Plan 

Construction May Be Right For You 

Learn how to get a career with great pay and benefits by 

joining 1 of the 20 different union construction trades in 

Northwest Indiana. 

Ironworkers • Technical Inginineers • Pumbers 

Sprinklefitters • Electricians • Boilermakers • Cement 

Masons • Glaziers • Roofers • Millwrights • Pipefitters  

Operating Engineers • Constuction Teamster • Laborers  

Bricklayers • Pile Drivers • Sheet Metal Workers  

Carpenters  • Painters • Heat & Frost Insulators 

Apply Today at IndianaPlan.org or for more information 

you can call219-884-4503 

Community Events 

Food Pantry News 

We are so grateful to all who donated 

to the food pantry, with your support 

we were able to help 115 East 

Chicago residents. Thank you as 

well, to all the volunteers for helping 

out, before, during, and after in the 

food pantry. We couldn’t have done 

it without you. Friends, please continue to donate to the 

pantry all canned goods.  We do not need paper bags for 

now. Next pantry will be September 28, 2020.                                                    

                                 May God Bless You! 
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September 8, 2020 • Happy Birthday Mary! 
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Indiana

CatholicMatch.com/IN

EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

MARBLE METALS
Top Dollar for All Metals

We Buy Aluminum - 
Aluminum Cans - Brass 

Copper - Stainless
Hrs 8-4, Sat 8-1
DROSS FAMILY

127 Marble St.     931-7975

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464


