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Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday  
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Parish Office/Rectory 398-2341 
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MASSES  

Sunday  8:30 am  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES  
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time. 
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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

As we the Church gather on this the 24th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time, we hear Jesus’ reply to a question posed 

by Peter: “Lord if my brother sins against me, how often 

must I forgive? As many as seven times? The answer 

comes in a statement and a story known as a parable — 

The Story of the unrepentant debtor about which the 

authors of the Sourcebook offer the following wisdom to 

think about this week and each time we dare to say “Our 

Father, forgive us our trespasses AS WE forgive others. 

Today’s parable of the unmerciful servant illustrates this 

point with a story of someone who refused to forgive, and 

his forgiveness was taken away. Clearly this is an analogy 

in which the master represents God, and the servants 

represent people like us, who are supposed to treat each 

other the way God treats us — with forgiveness. The First 

Reading puts it well: “Could anyone nourish anger 

against another and expect healing from the Lord? God 

has forgiven us of so much, and God is willing to keep on 

forgiving us — but if we will not forgive others we are 

throwing God’s gift of forgiveness back in his face. The 

refusal to forgive is itself a sin that needs forgiveness. 

When we refuse to forgive, we cut ourselves off from 

God’s forgiveness. When we are hurt by someone, we 

may need a little time to take stock of our feelings, but 

ultimately it is most helpful to take a position of humility 

— a position that refuses to judge, refuses to adopt a self-

righteous attitude, and refuses to hold a grudge. A grudge 

is like toxic waste; it only hurts the one who holds it. So 

how many times should we forgive the person who 

wrongs us? When Jesus says seventy-seven times, he 

really means stop counting. Forgive as many times as it 

takes. This Monday celebrates The Exaltation of the 

Cross. As a symbol of the Passion of Christ, the Cross is 

the most honored of all Christian images. Since it 

signifies the saving act of Christ and all its power, it 

stands not only for the redemptive act of Jesus but for the 

strength to bear the trials of life by following Christ. On 

this symbol of humiliation hung the Lord of glory. 

Through this instrument of death, Jesus won for us eternal 

life. Now we rejoice in the saving power of Christ’s Cross 

and praise God for the wisdom that confounds the wise. 

Let us pray: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you 

because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

We reverently and respectfully sign our selves: In the 

name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

Ten Signs from the Sign of the Cross 

1. It begins our prayer with prayer.— The sign of the 

cross is itself a prayer, lifting us up to God and 

reminding us that God is always present. 

2. It renews our baptism. — We use the same words as 

those that make us members of the Body of Christ, the 

Church. 

3. It affirms the Holy Trinity.  

— Naming God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

places us in the mystery of the Triune God. 

4. It grants us the power of God’s name. — Scripture 

continually reminds us of the power that God’s name 

holds for our daily living. 

5. It recalls the passion of Christ. — We remember Christ’s 

crucifixion, death, and resurrection to the new life that 

has been given to us. 

6. It reminds us that we are disciples. —  As Jesus himself 

taught, in order to follow him we must take up the cross 

daily. 

7. It signs us with Christ. — Signs and symbols are ways 

we make divine realities truly present in our lives; so too 

with the cross. 

8. It commits our whole being. — We give our mind 

(Father), heart (Son), and daily labors (Holy Spirit) to 

God. 

9. It witnesses. — At times like Mass or other community 

prayers, at mealtime, and elsewhere we show our faith 

publicly. 

10. It concludes or prayers. — The name of the Trinity and 

our “Amen” seal our prayers.  

 

Tuesday commemorates Our Lady of  Sorrows. Her 

traditional seven which occurred throughout her life speak to 

us of the role pain and suffering play within each of our 

lives. Today’s feast testifies to their redeeming and fulfilling 

purpose. Maxwell Johnson, a professor of liturgy at Notre 

Dame, a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America and ablate of St. John’s Abbey in Minnesota wrote 

the following reflection for today in the Give Us This Day 

publication. As you read his words may this months daily 

prayer be your response — “My mother Mary, Lady of 

Sorrows pray for me that I may bring the Joy of Jesus to 

someone today.”  

Her Station Keeping 

I have taken numerous trips to Mexico over the past several years, 

visiting many Spanish colonial churches and shrines within some 

of the most diverse regions of the country. And  one thing stands 

out. Together with the omnipresent images of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, one also encounters in almost every church some 

image of the Virgin of Sorrows. Often dressed in black lace, she is 

sometimes holding Jesus’ crown of thorn, sometimes has one or 

seven swords piercing her silver heart (see Luke 2:35). At times 

she is standing alone on a side altar, and other times is part of a 

“Calvario” with the beloved disciple as they flank the crucified 

Christ (John 19:26-27). One will find her keeping vigil over a 

glass-entombed Christ or seated in the classic Pietà position 

embracing Christ’s dead body. The world over, devotion to the 

Sorrowful Mother is source of comfort and hope, especially for 

those mothers, often indigenous, whose children have been 

murdered or are among the “disappeared.” The Virgin of Sorrows 

stands near parents of children who are on death row or who have 

been separated from them in their attempts at immigration. In our 

global context of immense human suffering, Our Lady of Sorrows 

functions as an icon or sacrament of God's maternal, self-giving, 

and co-suffering love. She inspires us to a greater faith and trust in 

Christ crucified.  

Jesus, may her deep devotion , stir in me the same emotion, 

Source of love, redeemer true. 
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Scripture Reflection 

What right do we have to limit the amount and degree of 

forgiveness we show to others when we are so 

desperately in need of it ourselves? In not wanting 

someone who hurt us to downplay or forget the gravity 

of their wrong, we cling to anger, resentment, and wrath 

as a way of maintaining control. It is a way to 

acknowledge and express our deep hurt. We fail to 

realize that in doing so we hold ourselves hostage to 

these destructive feelings and actually become mired in 

the bondage of sin. All we gain is further alienation 

from ourselves, others, and especially God. We are no 

longer free but tethered to all of this unresolved 

negativity. Don’t we really want to let it go? The fact is 

that we need to. A good self-reflective posture will 

quickly show us that when the shoe is on the other foot 

and we are the ones in need of forgiveness, we desire it 

above anything else. This is especially true with our 

relationship with God. It is hypocritical to want one 

thing for ourselves and something else for another. Yet, 

many act in precisely this way. Perhaps we think that in 

offering forgiveness, even for the most grievous of 

wrongs, somehow excuses the person of their wrong and 

makes it almost acceptable. This is what makes revenge, 

retaliation, and punishment so attractive. We see 

forgiveness as being an eraser that easily wipes away 

the offense without consequence. Or, we may believe 

that in offering forgiveness I must somehow forget the 

wrong and open myself as a victim of even greater 

possible hurts in the future. In fact, forgiving my sister 

or brother of their wrongful actions or attitudes involves 

none of this. It does not erase anything or position me 

vulnerably as a doormat to be walked on. Forgiveness is 

an act of freedom that restores honest dialogue, shares 

true, and heartfelt feelings and acknowledges the 

consequences of an action. It admits that the wrong has 

caused a hurt that must be healed and squarely positions 

responsibility on the offender. The act of forgiveness 

recognizes our sinfulness and brokenness. It also admits 

that the most saintly among us is capable of doing very 

grave and deep harm to another person. It sees that we 

all can be victims of our passions and works in progress 

that deserve unlimited chances to get it right. With 

forgiveness, I release myself from the bonds of 

negativity and pursue a path of restoration, wholeness, 

and healing. I do not forget the wrong nor do I dismiss 

it. Sometimes, we have to stay far away from the one 

who hurt us. But we can still heal internally and be free. 

For the one who wants to be forgiven and the one who 

needs offer forgiveness, the journey can be an adventure 

in learning what brought us to this place and what is 

needed to move forward. This is exactly how God treats 

us. Why would we not want to do the same for others? 
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Everyday Stewardship 

Life is not always easy on us and it can be hard to figure out 

the next step to take in our journey. We can even become 

immobilized by indecisiveness and fear about making the 

wrong move or choosing the incorrect path. I think of the 

song, Should I Stay, or Should I Go, as a mantra for many 

times in my life. Should I stay in this house, this job, or this 

car? Should I go here or there? When those times of deci-

sion surface, I usually turn to my wife, my friends, or even 

my children. Talking it out can help, and their perspectives 

give me more data to consider. When I lean on others to 

help me make a decision, it helps me become more confi-

dent in my choices. Discerning the will of God is not easy 

either. Rarely do we understand God’s calling clearly at 

first. God’s calling is always more easily discerned within a 

community of faithful disciples. Our stewardship way of 

life can suffer greatly if we refuse to allow others to assist 

us in the process of discernment. What gifts or talents are 

needed for the task at hand? Where do I fit best into God’s 

plan? Where is God leading me? No one should have to 

decide the answers to these questions alone. We need to 

always lean on the Body of Christ to help us see the path 

that God has laid before us. Without a little help along the 

journey, over time we might find ourselves stuck in the 

same place where we started.                     

– Tracy Earl Welliver 

 

Inspiration For The Week 

Deciding to travel the challenging road of forgiveness is 

choosing a journey toward greater freedom. Resentment, 

anger, and clinging to past hurts not only keep open wounds 

that long for healing but bring us down paths that are even-

tually self-destructive. Harboring grudges and withholding 

forgiveness not only shut down relationships with others, 

but with God and myself as well. To choose to forgive an-

other person, regardless of how grave the wrong, is a choice 

to be released from bondage to past wounds and scars and 

to pursue the gift of life and love again. Who among us has 

not wrong or sinned against another? We certainly would 

want God to understand, forgive, and show mercy upon us. 

It is hypocritical of us to not extend that same grace to our 

neighbor. 

 

Seventy-Seven Times 

When is enough enough? Can we be angry now? When can 

we stop forgiving? If we have to forgive the same person 

the same thing seventy-seven times, can we stop at seventy-

eight? No! Because, as Paul declares in Romans 14, we live 

and die for God, to whom alone we belong. We do not live 

for ourselves. 

 

• Who needs my forgiveness?  

• Whom will I forgive — and for what - perhaps, again? 

• And what forgiveness do I need? 
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*Weekday & Saturday Masses in church are  

cancelled  until further notice.  

Mass intentions will be rescheduled* 

Monday, September 14 - The Exaltation of the Holy  

                                            Cross 

 

Tuesday, September 15 - Our Lady of Sorrows 

 

Wednesday, September 16 - Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and  

                                                  Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 

 

Thursday, September 17 - St. Robert Bellarmine,  

                                          Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

 

Friday, September 18 

 

Saturday, September 19 - St. Januarius, Bishop and  

                                             Martyr      

 

Sunday, September 20, 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

                                          Catechetical Sunday 

8:30am  †Casimir Radziwiecki int. Teresa Radziwiecki &  

               Family 

              Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 

  

Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 

 

Question: Can Catholics be cremated? 

 

Answer: As the practice of cremation becomes more 

and more common, it’s important to know what the 

Church asks of families who have chosen this for a 

loved one who has died. As the US Bishops observe on 

their website, “Ideally, if a family chooses cremation, 

the cremation would take place some time after the 

Funeral Mass, so that there can be an opportunity for 

the Vigil for the Deceased in the presence of the 

body.” However, if cremation takes places before the 

Funeral Mass, the cremated remains can be present at 

the Funeral Mass and the appendix to the Order of 

Christian Funerals provides adaptations for the texts 

and rituals that are part of the Funeral Mass and the 

Committal. 

The primary concern is that the cremated remains 

should be treated with the same respect given to any 

human remains. The Order of Christian Funerals 

instructs, “This includes the use of a worthy vessel to 

contain the ashes, the manner in which they are 

carried, and the care and attention to appropriate 

placement and transport, and the final disposition. 

The cremated remains should be buried in a grave or 

entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. The 

practice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, 

from the air, or on the ground, or keeping cremated 

remains on the home of a relative or friend of the 

deceased are not the reverent disposition that the 

Church requires” (no. 417). 

It is becoming more and more common for parishes or 

diocese-sponsored cemeteries to include columbaria 

to house cremated remains in a way that respects 

Church teaching, allowing family and friends the 

opportunity to honor the remains of the one they have 

lost with dignity, reverence, and care. 

 

Question Of The Week 

First Reading 

The Jewish sage Sirach warns of the dangers of wrath, 

anger, and vengeance, urging rather forgiveness and 

pardon. How do you see this as the recipe for peace of 

mind? 

 

Second Reading 

Paul urges Christians in Rome to “live and die for 

Christ.” How do you make Christ the ultimate concern 

in life? 

 

Gospel Reading 

The parable of the unforgiving servant teaches us that 

forgiveness ought to be reciprocal. What does this tell 

us about divine justice? 
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Quote from Pope Francis 

If you don’t know how 

To forgive, 

You are not a Christian. 

 

The Seven Sorrows: 

1. The prophecy of Simeon. 

(St. Luke 2:34,35) 

2. The flight into Egypt. (St. 

Matthew 2:13, 14) 

3. The loss of the Child Jesus 

in the temple. (St. Luke 2: 43-

45) 

4. The meeting of Jesus and 

Mary on the Way of the Cross. 

5. The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus. 

6. The taking down of the Body of Jesus from the 

Cross. 

7. The Burial of Jesus. 

     (Say one Hail Mary while meditating on each Sorrow) 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: blessed art 

thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 

Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now 

and at the hour of our death. Amen 



. 

The City of East Chicago & Lake County Eats Local 

Presents 

Unity Plaza Farmers Market 

138th & Main Street, East Chicago 

Purchase fresh locally grown fruits & 

vegetables. (SNAP accepted) 

September 23rd, & October 7th & 21st   

from 2pm — 6pm. 

You must wear a mask & social distancing 

rules and regulations will be enforced. 

The St. Stanislaus School, in East Chicago 

is looking to hire a school nurse for their 

fall semester. Anyone interested can contact 

the school principal, Mrs. Ruiz  

at 219-398-1316 for more information.  

Community Events 

Help Is Here For Working Families In  

Northwest Indiana 

 

Resource Round Up 

ResourceRoundUp.com connects working families to 

programs and services in the community Families in 

Northwest Indiana are using ResourceRoundUp.com to: 

• Find quality child care providers 

• Connect to rent/mortgage and utility assistance 

programs 

• Find food or nutrition assistance 

• Find affordable family-friendly community events 

• Connect to before and after-school care programs 

Visit ResourceRoundUp.com for more information. 

 

Level Up 

This program helps you provide for your family by finding 

work that is meaningful to you AND pays a livable wage. 

Your Family Career Navigator will assist you with 1:1 

coaching to: 

• Access job training, licensing, and credentialing 

• Connect to basic supports (rent, utilities, child care) 

while you develop skills employers want 

• Develop your family’s financial wellness plan 

(budgeting, debt reduction, savings) 

Visit lauw.org/levelup for more information. 

 

Lake Area United Way Child Care Assistance 

Quality child care can be expensive. Fortunately, there 

may be financial assistance for hardworking, Indiana 

families. Lake Area United Way helps families in 

Northwest Indiana who: 

• Are a resident of East Chicago, Gary, or Hammond 

• Are a health care worker of first responder 

• Meet certain income guidelines 

• Need child care during the COVID-19 pandemic 

Visit lauw.org/childcare for more information.  

 

Indiana Plan 

Construction May Be Right For You 

Learn how to get a career with great pay and benefits by 

joining 1 of the 20 different union construction trades in 

Northwest Indiana. 

Ironworkers • Technical Inginineers • Pumbers 

Sprinklefitters • Electricians • Boilermakers • Cement 

Masons • Glaziers • Roofers • Millwrights • Pipefitters  

Operating Engineers • Constuction Teamster • Laborers  

Bricklayers • Pile Drivers • Sheet Metal Workers  

Carpenters  • Painters • Heat & Frost Insulators 

Apply Today at IndianaPlan.org or for more information 

you can call 219-884-4503. 
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Indiana

CatholicMatch.com/IN

EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

MARBLE METALS
Top Dollar for All Metals

We Buy Aluminum - 
Aluminum Cans - Brass 

Copper - Stainless
Hrs 8-4, Sat 8-1
DROSS FAMILY

127 Marble St.     931-7975

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464

Columbian Club of East Chicago


