
. 

 

Parish Family 

PARISH STAFF  

Father Nestor A. Varon, AIC, Pastor 

In Residence, Msgr. John J. Siekierski  

Sister Gloria Jean Kozlowski, Director 

of Religious Education 

Anne J. Ruiz, School Principal 

Dora Castellanos, School Secretary 

Heladia Rivera, Church Secretary 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday  

9:00 am — 3:00 pm 

6:30 pm — 8:30 pm (by appointment) 

Office Closed: Wednesday,  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

We the church gather on this the 25th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time to give God our thanks and praise for all the 

blessings bestowed by Him so lavishly upon us. For who 

among us would dare have the courage to stand up and 

say God you made a mistake I am not the one you want to 

give this good blessing to  — I do not deserve it. I did 

nothing to merit it. Why me? Yet each of us has come 

here today with an awareness that much has been given to 

us this past week and throughout our lives by this good 

and generous God all undeserved who loves us beyond 

measure and to whom there is no way we can repay 

except by being here and celebrating the Word and the 

Sacrament. Today’s second reading urges us to “conduct 

ourselves in a way worthy of the gospel” and That Way as 

we shall hear is the way of the landowner. Yes, the 

landowner is the model we are to mold our lives upon for 

that one is the one who speaks in the first reading “For 

my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my 

ways” — says the Lord. The adjective “daily”, the authors 

of The Sourcebook researched, is found four times in the 

Gospel of Matthew. Once in the Lord’s Prayer (6:11) and 

three times in today’s parable. Perhaps it can be a key to 

help us discover the secret of God’s generosity and 

justice. In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus teaches us to ask only 

for “our daily bread.” We are to trust in God’s providence 

to provide again for what we will require tomorrow. In 

today’s parable, the owner of the vineyard goes out and 

hires laborers five times throughout the day: dawn, nine 

o’clock, noon, three o’clock, and five o’clock. Twice we 

are told what he will pay. To those hired at dawn he 

promises “the usual daily wage.” At nine o’clock he 

offers to pay “what is just.” In Jesus' time it was normal 

for workers to receive their pay at the end of each day. In 

the book of Deuteronomy the people are told they must 

pay their hired servants each day “before the sun goes 

down, since the servant is poor and is counting on them.” 

In the end, what the landowner decides is “just” is to pay 

all the laborers the daily wage needed to support 

themselves and their families. There is a fullness and 

abundance in God’s mercy and care that will provide 

what is enough, what is satisfying, for each. As Children 

of the living God, we are to rejoice in his bounty, what is 

given both to us and to everyone. Paul’s personal 

experience of Christ rooted him firmly in Christ. “I 

consider everything as a loss because of the supreme good 

of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Philippians 3:8). One 

could even say that Paul lived and breathed Christ: “I live, 

no longer I, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). What 

a model for us to ponder! But how does one attain such 

Christ-centeredness? To be sure, Paul’s personal 

experience of Jesus was gift and grace. But it is also true 

that we can open ourselves to grace in various ways — by 

being faithful to prayer, reading scripture, fasting, medita- 

ting on the sacred, and other acts of devotion which help to 

cultivate a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus. 

Certainly Paul was a man of prayer and devotion. Let us 

cultivate such practices so that we too may be open to the 

graces, the nearness of Christ as we are urged by the authors 

of Living Liturgy this week. Let us pray!  

Opportunities to serve: Notice that in today’s gospel the 

landowner not only paid each person a full day’s wage but 

also gave everyone an opportunity to serve. In parish life, it 

is not unusual to see the same people serving in liturgical 

ministry year after year. Sometimes we might even see one 

minister performing multiple liturgical roles in the same 

Mass — serving as a lector, altar server, intercessions reader, 

and Communion minister! This is done because of lack of 

volunteers. The primary goal of Vatican II, which was to 

show more clearly the diversity and necessity of all the 

members of the Body of Christ to use their God-given talents 

in service as liturgical parish ministries. What are you doing 

with your talent and time to help our St. Stan’s Community 

be all it can be. This week celebrates St. Matthew, apostle 

and evangelist, on Monday the 21st. His is the gospel we are 

focused on in this year of Cycle A. Reflecting on the life of 

Matthew, we cannot help but be astonished by his 

transformation from tax collector to Apostle and evangelist. 

Matthew’s decision to follow the call of Jesus changed the 

direction of his life, but it did not obliterate who he was. 

Rather, the abilities and qualities that Jesus recognized in 

him, found a new purpose and a new source of inspiration 

and fulfillment. In our prayer to him today, let us ask for the 

grace to come and follow Jesus as he did and be amazed at 

the transformation. Wednesday honors St. Pius of Pietrelcina 

priest. He is better known as “Padre Pio.”  

                 St. Pio of Pietrelcina 

Padre Pio was born Francesco Forgione in 

Pietrelcina, Italy on May 25, 1887. At the age 

of 15 he joined the Capuchin Franciscans and 

was given the name Pio. He was ordained a 

priest on August 10, 1910. In September 

1916, he was sent to the Friary of San Giovanni Rotondo in 

central Italy, where he lived for the next 52 years. After 

celebrating Mass on September 20, 1918 during his prayers 

of thanksgiving before the Crucifix, Padre Pio received the 

“Stigmata.” His hands, feet and side were pierced with the 

nail marks and lance wound of Jesus Crucified. Doctors 

estimated that for the next 50 years he lost a cup of blood 

every day. His five wounds were deep, bleeding and painful, 

but completely free of inflammation and swelling. News of 

his suffering and holiness spread rapidly. Countless people 

attended his Masses. He received letters from all over the 

world seeking his counsel and his prayer. He heard 

confessions for as many as 16 hours a day. His whole life 

was marked by long hours of prayer continual sacrifice and 

strict austerity. Worn out by half a century of intense 

suffering and constant devotion to the needs of others, Padre 

Pio died on September 23, 1968. He was canonized a saint 

on June 16, 2002. 
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Scripture Reflection 

If I work for five hours, I expect to get paid for five hours. 

If I work for two, I expect to get paid for two. What if we 

worked for a company that paid everyone the same amount 

regardless of how long they worked? How would we feel 

going home with the same pay for working eight hours as 

my co-worker did for working only two hours? Secular 

wisdom would have a huge problem with this and a visit to 

the Labor Board would quickly pursue. But this is God’s 

wisdom and God’s ways. We sometimes think that if we 

pray more, better, or more fervently and go over and above 

with the practice of our faith, God will somehow reward us 

and present us with some kind of merit badge. We are so 

wrong. Spiritual practices have only one true purpose: to 

deepen our love for God. In deepening our love for God, we 

also increase our ability to see God’s presence around us, 

living life more purposefully and contemplatively. What if 

God chooses to treat someone who has come on the scene of 

faith later in life the same as someone who has devoted their 

whole lives to it? Does it really matter? If we have the merit 

badge notion of faith, we can find ourselves feeling a little 

arrogant and even jealous of folks who have not followed 

the same path that we have. We can even see ourselves as 

the privileged few who have a corner on the faith and fully 

possess it. That thinking doesn’t square with God. God is all 

about mercy in abundance and is ready to take anyone to 

himself regardless of when they come. He is only happy that 

they have come home and delights in their return. After all, 

if you really and truly love someone, does it matter what 

they will give you in return or what you receive as a 

benefit? If relationships were assessed based upon 

productivity, they would lack authentic love. We invest too 

much self interest in our prayer and neglect to see it as an 

opportunity to pursue our Lover and deepen the intimate 

bond we have with God. When we breathe our last, all that 

is of consequence is union with God. If my love for God is 

real, I am going to want to live the Gospel, abide by the 

commandments, practice my faith, forgive and love my 

neighbor, and care for the environment, regardless of how 

much time it takes or benefits me. We want God to think 

and behave as we do, and in doing so, we set ourselves up 

for disappointment. God has a totally different agenda and 

that’s okay.  

 

Inspiration Of The Week 

Think for a moment about the most special person in your 

life. Why do you love them? Many people will answer that 

question noting character traits they admire about the 

person, pointing to an indescribable compatibility that 

exists and describing a deep sense of connection and 

intimacy or even a sense of rightness about the 

relationship. In relationships that are authentic and true, 

rarely are the personal benefits gained from the 

relationship noted as motivating factors for its pursuit. If 

we truly love someone we do so simply because it is right 

and good to do so and not for some other self-serving 

reason. Why do you love God? The sense of happiness and 

the gift of mercy that come from that relationship are 

God’s to give, regardless of when in life we come to Him. 

God’s ways are different than ours. 
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Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH TWO WEEKS AGO IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO………………....……....$3,139.00 

Adult envelopes issued………….........…...296 (September, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used………...…......91/31% (September 6, 2020) 

Food Pantry…...……1 donation……….…...………..........$40.00 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO………….……...……....$2,787.00 

Adult envelopes issued…...........……….....296 (September, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used……………....82/28% (September 13,2020) 

Food Pantry………1 donation…….……..….………..........$20.00 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

CONSIDERATION: We see but one aspect of our neighbor, as 

we see but one side of the moon.  — Journalist Walter Bagehot 

 

Catholic Services Appeal/CSA 2020 

Many sincere thanks to the 46 families of our parish who made 

pledges/gifts these last few weeks, after our CSA Appeal began, in 

the amount of $15,400.00 toward our Catholic Services Appeal par-

ish goal of  $23,255.00. We need $7,855.00 to reach our Parish Goal. 

Please be generous in helping our parish reach its CSA goal. Thank 

you and God bless you and yours. — Msgr. John 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

I used to coach my oldest son in soccer when he was younger. As 

he got older, he would go to tryouts for select and high school 

teams. I was no longer the coach, but I always shared with him 

one piece of advice before any tryout: Be sure to look the part. I 

told him that if he showed up looking like a soccer player, there 

was an increased chance of him being seen as a soccer player. If 

he showed up looking like a kid that plays soccer in video games 

as opposed to the real thing, he might not be taken seriously. As 

he grew older, that same advice was then applied to getting a job. 

It’s advice I have heeded myself all my life. You can even say it 

is like another common phrase: “Fake it till you make it.” As dis-

ciples of Jesus Christ, we certainly do not want to fake it, but we 

do need to look the part. The world looks at those of us who pro-

claim to be Christians to see if there is anything to this way of 

life. If they see us looking and acting like people transformed by 

Jesus Christ, they will be more likely to take Christianity seri-

ously. If they look at us and see nothing different, then they can 

easily conclude that there is nothing different about Jesus Christ. 

He just becomes simply another religious figure of history. Can 

the world see the power of Christ in you? How well do you look 

the part?                               – Tracy Earl Welliver 

 

How Things Work in the Kingdom of Heaven 

This parable about kingdom living may rile us up. God is as gen-

erous to the late-comers to kingdom work as to those who labored 

longer and, perhaps, harder. Really? It is true. God is so generous, 

so loving, so good — with ways above our ways and thoughts 

above our thoughts (reread Isaiah) 

• What work will I do to help bring on the Kingdom of 

Heaven? 

• How will I pour myself into Christian living without grum-

bling? 

• How can I be generous to a fault like God this week? 
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*Weekday & Saturday Masses in church are  

cancelled  until further notice.  

Mass intentions will be rescheduled* 

Monday, September 21 - St. Matthew, Apostle and 

                                            Evangelist 

  

Tuesday, September 22 

  

Wednesday, September 23 - St. Pius of Pietrelcina,  

                                                 Priest 

 

Thursday, September 24 

  

Friday, September 25 

  

Saturday, September 26 - Sts. Cosmas & Damian,  

                                             Martyrs 

  

Sunday, September 27, 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am  †Dorothy Szczepanski int. St. Stan’s Rosary  

                Sodality 

              Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 

  

Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 

 

Question: If God is good, why is there evil in the 

world? 

Answer: The problem of evil is perplexing. If God is 

all-powerful and all-good, why doesn’t He stop bad 

things from happening? He must either not be all-

powerful, or perhaps He’s not very good after all. 

Human beings have faced the possibility of evil since 

the very beginning of our existence. In granting us 

free will, God gives us the ability to make free 

choices. God does not force us into moral perfection. 

We are not forced to love Him or to love our neighbor. 

We must make the decision ourselves. This means, of 

course, that we have the ability to choose against 

love. One small decision of selfishness, jealously, or 

pride may not seem so bad. But every decision — good 

or bad — is like a stone dropped into a still pond. The 

ripples extend much farther than the original stone. 

When decisions against love begin to compound, they 

affect families, neighborhoods, and nations. This is all 

the more reason for Christians to be faithful to our 

baptismal call to love one another as Christ has loved 

us! 

Question Of The Week 

First Reading 

While still in captivity in Babylon, Isaiah urged the 

Israelites to seek the Lord, for the Lord is near even in 

exile. When have you felt the Lord’s presence in dark 

periods of your life? 

Second Reading 

In his letter to the Philippians written from prison and 

toward the end of his life, Paul reflects on his spiritual 

dilemma between life and death. How do you work 

through spiritual dilemmas? 

Gospel Reading 

Jesus’ parable of the workers in the vineyard of the 

Lord offers us important insights into the Kingdom of 

Heaven and God’s generosity. To whom do you think 

this parable is unsettling? 
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Quote from Pope Francis 

It is not enough to say we are 

Christians. We must live the 

faith, not only with our words, 

but with our actions. 



. 

The St. Stanislaus School, in East 

Chicago is looking to hire a 

school nurse/healthcare worker 

for their fall semester. Anyone 

interested can contact the school 

principal, Mrs. Ruiz at 219-398-

1316 for more information.  

Community Events 

The City of East Chicago & Lake County Eats Local 

Presents 

Unity Plaza Farmers Market 

138th & Main Street, East Chicago 

Purchase fresh locally grown fruits & vegetables. 

(SNAP accepted) 

September 23rd, 

& October 7th & 21st,  from 2pm — 6pm. 

You must wear a mask & social distancing rules 

and regulations will be enforced. 

 

Food Assistance 

The Salvation Army serves hot meals from its mobile 

canteen from noon—1 p.m. at 513 W. Chicago Ave. 

Their pantry is open from 9-11 a.m. Monday through 

Thursday.  

 

Rental Assistance  

Rental assistance of up to $2,000 over four months is 

available to households impacted by the COVID-19 

pandemic. The program is designed to help Indiana 

renters avoid eviction by covering monthly rent 

payments or late fees.  

PLEASE NOTE: The program cannot be used with 

other emergency pandemic-related rent assistance. 

Individuals that receive Section 8 or USDA Rural 

Development rental assistance or live in public 

housing, are not eligible for the Indiana COVID-19 

Rental Assistance Program.  

INFO: For program requirements and to apply, please 

visit indianahousingnow.org.  
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Indiana

CatholicMatch.com/IN

EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

MARBLE METALS
Top Dollar for All Metals

We Buy Aluminum - 
Aluminum Cans - Brass 

Copper - Stainless
Hrs 8-4, Sat 8-1
DROSS FAMILY

127 Marble St.     931-7975

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464

Columbian Club of East Chicago


