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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday  
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Office Closed: Wednesday,  
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TELEPHONE  

Parish Office/Rectory 398-2341 

Convent                397-7059 
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MASSES  

Sunday  8:30  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

There are no weekday Masses or 

Word & Communion Services at this 

time. 

 

CONFESSIONS  

Confessions by appointment only. 
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In Ordinary Time 

St. Stanislaus 
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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

As we gather on this 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time, we 

will hear a recurring theme proclaimed in today’s gospel 

reading according to Matthew — Doing the will of the 

Father. It is the gauge of our relationship with Jesus: “For 

whoever does the will of my heavenly Father is my 

brother, and sister, and mother” (Matthew 12:50). It is the 

criterion by which people will be judged worthy of 

entering the Kingdom of Heaven. “Not everyone who 

says to me, “Lord, Lord” will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father 

in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). Today’s parable about the 

two sons the authors of Living Liturgy foreworn should 

make each of us squirm a little. How many times have we 

found it easier to tell someone what he or she wanted to 

hear with no intention of following through, rather than 

entering into a difficult conversation? We could think of 

tired parents who tell their child, “I’ll play with you after 

dinner,” only to have that time come and be ready with 

another excuse. Or children who promise to clean their 

room, never intending to keep their word and hoping their 

parents will become distracted by something else.  

In today’s gospel there are two sons and neither is perfect. 

One refuses his father’s request but then does it; the other 

accepts the request but doesn’t follow through. In the end, 

it seems that virtuous actions are more important than 

virtuous words. In our daily lives people make many 

requests of us. Some are important, and others we could 

probably politely refuse. One meaning for today’s parable 

might be the importance of knowing our limits and being 

honest about what we can and can't (or will and won’t) 

do. The parable also points to something else though —

our relationship with God and our commitment to the life 

of discipleship. God has asked us to work in his vineyard, 

caring for the poor, working for justice, and bringing 

peace to others. As Christians, we are called to love God 

and others, not simply through the words we say but, 

more important, in the ways we give of ourselves for the 

good of all. This week if you look over the schedule 

you’ll see is a special seven celebration with Monday’s 

patrons being perhaps the less familiar of the bunch yet 

worthy of our remembering them on their day with our 

prayer for help as we continue this time of the Covid-19 

pandemic. St. Wenceslaus was a Christian king in 

Bohemia known for his opposition to capital punishment 

and his works of charity, until his brothers and other 

nobles conspired to kill him for his attempts to rule by 

Christian principles. Demonstrating the same mercy in 

death that he prized in life, Wenceslaus was heard to pray 

for God’s forgiveness for his brother before he died.  

St. Lawrence Ruiz’s peaceful family life in Manila was 

shattered by a false accusation that drove him to flee with 

a Dominican mission to seek refuge in Japan. A new im- 

perial edict against Christianity awaited them in Japan, and 

St. Lawrence Ruiz was martyred in Japan alongside 15 

others who refused to dishonor Christian images and 

disavow their faith.  

Jews and Christians have always recognized and revered 

these created spiritual beings who are neither human nor 

divine. Scripture depicts angels as messengers of God and 

manifestations of God’s glory and power, but only three are 

named in the Scriptures. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael have 

traditionally held special roles in salvation history as agents 

of God who minister to human beings. Do you remember 

what they are? A clue about Gabriel is given each time the 

Angelus is prayed. Within the treasury of the Church’s 

tradition is a Prayer to St. Michael which at one time was 

prayed at the end of each Mass and which some parishes 

have adopted is so fitting for this time. Pray through the 

words today and maybe you will add it to your daily prayers. 

To Saint Michael 

Holy Michael the archangel, defend us in battle, 

Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the 

devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 

And do you, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the divine 

Power thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 

who wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.  

St. Jerome was the author of the Vulgate translation of the 

Bible and of many Biblical commentaries. St. Jerome spent 

his most productive years in seclusion, offering pastoral 

guidance to noble women, writing and living an ascetic life.  

May these words of Steve Givens written, inspire us in our 

appreciation for Scripture reading and study as Jerome’s 

teaching did and continues to do. “Sometimes” we read or 

listen to the word of God and think little of the life and the 

authority behind them. We forget what it means that God 

walked among us in the person of Jesus and left behind his 

parables, his voice and his wisdom. Sometimes, words are 

just words. But sometimes, when we pay attention and allow 

the word of God to pierce our tough skins and enter our 

lives, we find ourselves face to face with Jesus, the Word of 

God. Jesus, astonish me with your word today. St. Jerome 

help me to ponder and to cherish the word of the Lord. 

Thursday marks the beginning of October. The month 

dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary. Praying this esteemed 

devotion is highly encouraged this month. If you do not 

know what the Rosary is, where it came from, or how to 

pray it please call Sr. Gloria Jean. She will be happy to 

answer your questions and perhaps give you a rosary if you 

don’t have one.  

This month Pope Frances invites us to pray with him for the 

virtue of baptism, the laity, especially women, may 

participate more in areas of responsibility in the Church. 
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Scripture Reflection 

What prompts you to make the decisions you make? 

When confronted with a decision, whether one that is 

more trivial and mundane or one that is more significant 

and profound, we rely on guidance. That guidance can 

be the result of impulse and passion or the fruit of the 

interior voice of conscience. Decisions made on impulse 

and passion can be misguided and erroneous. Decisions 

based on conscience, or the moral voice within, will 

reflect the depth and maturity of our soul work. A more 

contemplative soul will make more contemplative 

decisions. A less developed conscience will make 

decisions based on the individual’s level of 

development. Conversion and a change of heart are at 

the core of Jesus’ message precisely because of this 

reality. We are works in progress. For the person on fire 

with the Holy Spirit and centered on God, life reflects 

an ever-deepening awareness and heightened sense of 

God’s presence and a greater willingness to do God’s 

will. What is happening internally is validated by what 

is witnessed externally. The hypocrite is the one who 

says yes when they really mean no. From the start, they 

had no desire to do the virtuous act but wanted to 

outwardly appear as if they did. Where are you on the 

road of integrity? Honesty is all that is required. God is 

good with that. It is okay to struggle with our decisions 

and wrestle with ourselves. Consciences on the path to 

maturity and greater depth are not always going to know 

what action is immediately best. We may, at first, say no 

to what we know is right and, after prayerful reflection 

and thought, come around to doing it. Conversion 

happens when our no changes to yes, regardless of how 

sinful or out of sync we may be at the time. God is 

anxious to welcome us to Himself. But we cannot 

embrace Him unless we want to. Learning to orient our 

gift of free will to what is of divine origin, right, and 

best is a discipline we must always tweak and perfect. 

 

Inspiration For The Week 

When making decisions, we often struggle with what 

voice to follow. We acknowledge the presence of God, 

the existence of the Trinity, the priority of the Gospel, 

and the virtues and values they embody. Yet, even with 

all of that truth, knowledge, and tradition behind us, we 

think we know better. When confronted with a decision, 

we easily dismiss what we know we ought and need to 

do and entertain responses that stem from lesser desires 

and wants. We eventually may come around and realize 

that what God asks us to do is what we need to do, even 

if it wasn’t our original intention. God accepts our 

return to Him with joy. What becomes dishonest is 

deceiving ourselves, God, and others by originally 

saying yes to what we know we need (and are asked to 

do) and willfully doing something else. That is blatant 

hypocrisy. 

3 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2020• 

26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO…………..……....$2,191.00 

Adult envelopes issued…...…....…...296 (September, 2020) 

Adult envelopes used.…........78/27% (September 20, 2020) 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

CONSIDERATION: Do not let what you cannot do inter-

fere with what you can do.   

                                          — Basketball coach John Wooden 

 

Catholic Services Appeal/CSA 2020 

Many sincere thanks to the 3 families of our parish who made 

pledges/gifts last week in the amount of  $950.00 toward our 

Catholic Services Appeal parish goal of $23,255.00. We need 

$6,905.00 to reach our Parish Goal. Please be generous in help-

ing our parish reach its CSA goal. Thank you and God bless 

you and yours.                                               — Msgr. John 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

I can remember times when I received a gift that I would not 

have chosen for myself. At those times I certainly thought to 

myself that “it was the thought that counts.” I was happy that 

the gift-giver thought of me at all. Then there have been times 

when my children have not given me a gift and then chose to 

tell me all about what they were going to give me. They would 

then follow it up by saying, “it was the thought that really 

counts.” Really!?! I don’t think so. I could think of sending my 

wife on a cruise, but that is not in any way the same as going 

on the cruise. I think there are times when all of us think we 

are more generous than we are, simply because we were think-

ing about being generous. This way of thinking can be danger-

ous. Jesus teaches us to say what we mean and mean what we 

say. The intentionality of our actions is important, but inten-

tionality without action is meaningless. How we act and what 

we give serves as evidence of our intentions and indicates 

where our heart truly lies. If we fool ourselves into thinking 

we are someone we are not, it can become difficult to see the 

truth. We need to look for the fruit in our lives. We need to 

make sure our desires and thoughts are moving us to act. You 

know that other saying about intentions, don’t you? Don’t 

pave the road to a place no one wants to end up with your in-

tentions. Instead, let your intentions and actions lead others to 

another place where Jesus can be found.                    

  – Tracy Earl Welliver 
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*Weekday & Saturday Masses in church are  

cancelled  until further notice.  

Mass intentions will be rescheduled* 

 

Monday, September 28 - St. Wenceslaus, Martyr,  

                  St. Lawrence Ruiz and Companions, Martyrs 

  

Tuesday, September 29 - Sts. Michael, Gabriel and  

                                            Raphael, Archangels 

  

Wednesday, September 30 - St. Jerome, Priest and  

                                                  Doctor of the Church 

 

Thursday, October 1 - St. Therese of the Child Jesus,  

                                        Virgin and Doctor of the Church 

  

Friday, October 2 - The Holy Guardian Angels 

  

Saturday, October 3 

  

Sunday, October 4, 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

                                  Respect Life Sunday 

8:30am  †Edward Traher int. Teresa Radziwiecki 

               Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 

Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 

Question: Why do Catholics genuflect?  

Answer: Genuflection is an act of devotion that literally 

means “to bend the knee.” For many Catholics, it’s an 

almost automatic gesture that we perform before 

entering our pew or row of seats at Mass. But, like many 

of the symbols and gestures of our faith tradition, 

genuflecting can also be an invitation for deeper 

reflection. The practice of “bending the knee” is an 

ancient way of recognizing the presence of someone 

greater than we are. It has been said that the practice 

dates back to the time of Alexander the Great, but it 

became a common part of etiquette in the royal courts 

of the Middle Ages. From throne rooms and palaces, it 

was a small step to genuflecting becoming part of the 

devotional lives of Christians, who used this secular 

gesture as a way of recognizing the presence of the One 

who is King of Kings, especially in the Eucharist. Today, 

Catholics are asked to genuflect in the presence of the 

Blessed Sacrament (whether in the tabernacle or 

exposed on the altar during Eucharistic adoration). So, 

while it has become second nature to genuflect before 

entering your seat in church, we should pay attention to 

where the Blessed Sacrament is kept in each church or 

chapel that we visit, and genuflect in the direction of 

the tabernacle where the Blessed Sacrament is kept. In 

churches or chapels in which the tabernacle is in a 

separate space, we are invited to simply bow toward the 

altar. In addition to genuflecting before the Blessed 

Sacrament, we are also instructed to genuflect before 

the cross used for veneration on Good Friday (during the 

solemn celebrations of the Lord’s Passion) and any time 

a relic of the True Cross is displayed for veneration. This 

long-standing tradition is a way of honoring the cross as 

the great sign of our salvation and of showing devotion 

to the passion of Jesus. 

Question Of The Week 

First Reading 

The prophet Ezekiel warned that even the just at 

times turn away from justice. But the just are saved 

through repentance. How do you turn away from your 

sin? 

Second Reading 

Paul presents in Philippians one of the Church’s 

earliest Christological hymns, emphasizing the 

humility of Christ. Who do you see as a model of 

humility in your life? 

Gospel Reading 

In a tense exchange between Jesus and the religious 

leaders of Jerusalem, those on the margins of society 

are held in higher regard by Jesus because of their 

repentance. What do you think motivates anyone to 

repent? 
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Maria Carbajal 

Daughter of Juan & Cristina Carbajal 

Celebrated her Quinceañera  

On September 12, 2020. 

May the Virgin Mary guide and help you  

all your life! 

Happy 15th Birthday! 

Quote from Pope Francis 

The one who listens attentively to the 

Word of God and truly prays, always 

asks the Lord: 

What is your will for me? 
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 Legacy Foundation  

Legacy Foundation launches COVID-19 Small Business 

Relief Fund to support Gary and East Chicago based 

small businesses. Legacy Foundation and Indiana Black 

Expo have partnered in response to the urgent need 

for assistance to sustain Gary and East Chicago small 

businesses with their immediate financial challenges as 

a result of a demonstrated economic injury due to 

COVID-19. The COVID-19 Small Business Relief Fund 

will prioritize providing assistance to small businesses 

through one-time grants ranging from $2,500-$5,000 

per business. Priority will be given to minority and 

woman owned businesses. Applicants must: 

• be an authorized representative of a for-profit 

privately held small business with principal place of 

business in the City of Gary or East Chicago. 

• have between 1 - 25 employees. 

• have experienced a revenue loss and business 

distress due to COVID-19. 

• have 2019 gross revenue not exceeding $1,000,000. 

• not affiliated with a chain or franchise. 

Applications are due online by 5:00 pm CST on October 

7, 2020. Application funding decisions will be 

announced by October 23, 2020. All questions 

regarding the grant should be directed to Donna 

Catalano by emailing dcatalano@legacyfdn.org. 

Community Events 

Congratulations to our newly Confirmed on 

September 9, 2020.  

They are: 

Mia Acevez, Robert Acevez,  

Miguel Rojas-Rolon, and Hector Rosario.  

 

Prayer For the Holy Spirit 

Holy Spirit, fan into flame the gifts I received in my 

Baptism and Confirmation. I want to receive the fire of 

Your love as Your disciples did at Pentecost. Come with 

wonder and awe, with wisdom, understanding, and 

counsel, with courage and faith in You. Holy Spirit, may 

my actions witness to Your presence in my life. Help me 

to see the ways my strengths can serve others in their 

weakness. In all my interactions, I want to radiate love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control. Breathe new life into the 

world through me.              Amen. 

This year marks the 103rd Anniversary of the appearance of 

Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal. Once again we will be 

getting together safely (with masks & social distancing) to 

pray the rosary to Our Lady for our personal needs and that 

of America's. Our Lady is the patroness of America. Now 

more than ever we need to pray to her via the rosary to ask 

her to intercede for us to our Lord to “heal” America not 

only from the pandemic but also from the social injustices 

that are dividing our nation! She needs our prayers. Last but 

not least we need to thank her for her intercession. Please 

come and show your support and gratefulness. Please bring 

a lawn chair as we will be praying by Our Lady’s statue in 

the Church courtyard (if weather is too inclement, we will 

go inside the church.) Please join us on Saturday, October 

10th, 12 noon to say the Rosary.  
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Indiana

CatholicMatch.com/IN

EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

MARBLE METALS
Top Dollar for All Metals

We Buy Aluminum - 
Aluminum Cans - Brass 

Copper - Stainless
Hrs 8-4, Sat 8-1
DROSS FAMILY

127 Marble St.     931-7975

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464

Columbian Club of East Chicago


