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Parish Family 

PARISH STAFF  

Father Nestor A. Varon, AIC, Pastor 

In Residence, Msgr. John J. Siekierski  

Sister Gloria Jean Kozlowski, Director 

of Religious Education 

Anne J. Ruiz, School Principal 

Dora Castellanos, School Secretary 

Heladia Rivera, Church Secretary 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday  

9:00 am — 3:00 pm 

6:30 pm — 8:30 pm (by appointment) 

Office Closed: Wednesday,  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

 

TELEPHONE  

Parish Office/Rectory 398-2341 

Convent                397-7059 

School                398-1316 

 

MASSES 

Saturday 4:30pm  

Sunday  8:30am  

WEEKDAY MASSES  

There are no weekday Masses or 

Word & Communion Services at this 

time. 

 

CONFESSIONS  

Confessions by appointment only. 

March 21, 2021 

5th Sunday 

Of Lent 

St. Stanislaus 
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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

The Mother of forgiveness teaches the Church that the  

forgiveness granted on Golgotha knows no limits. 

Neither the law with its quibbles, nor the wisdom of this 

world with its distinctions, can hold it back. The 

Church’s forgiveness must be every bit as broad as that 

offered by Jesus on the Cross and by Mary at his feet. 

There is no other way.      — Pope Francis  

Today we the Church celebrate the 5th and final ordinal 

Lenten Sunday of 2021 as next week will be Holy Week. 

Hinted at in Pope Francis’ words are two upcoming 

events for us to focus on this week: The Solemnity of the 

Annunciation of the Lord, this Thursday March 25, and 

the opportunity to participate in the Sacrament of Penance 

next Tuesday March 30.  

The Annunciation of the Lord 

This solemnities’ familiarity to us may come from two 

different sources — The first being THE FIRST Joyful 

Mystery of the Rosary, which summons us to reflect upon 

the salvific event, described succinctly in the prayer book 

many women might remember and still use, Mary, My 

Hope. At the Annunciation, God proposes the mystery of 

the Incarnation in which will be fulfilled in the Blessed 

Virgin when she shall have given her full consent. It is as 

if God awaited the response of the humanity to which he 

wills to unit Himself. Full of faith, Mary gives her reply: 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it done to me 

according to Thy word. At this moment the Divine Word, 

the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, becomes incarnate 

in Mary. The great “Impossible Possible” is 

accomplished— a virgin conceives and will bear THE 

Son of God. It is The greatest event in history. This 

mystery has earned for Mary the most glorious of her 

titles, that of Mother of God— Theotokos. The Second 

source of our familiarity is most likely to be the timeless 

prayer  which Church bells still summon us to pray at “6 

and 12” to recall this time changing event The Angelus. 

Fittingly therefore pray this prayer today and then perhaps 

spend some time thinking about what you prayed as 10 

Hail Marys of the first Joyful Mystery are recited.  

 

The Angelus 

V. The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.  

R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.  

Hail Mary, full of grace, … 

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.  

R. Be it done unto me according to thy word.  

Hail Mary, full of grace,.. 

V. And the Word was made flesh.  

R. And dwelt among us.  

Hail Mary, full of grace, ..  

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.  

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of 

Christ. 

Let us pray:  

Pour forth, we beseech thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our 

hearts; that we, to whom the incarnation of Christ, Thy Son, 

was made known by the message of  an angel, may by  His 

passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His 

Resurrection, through the same Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  

Mary saying “Yes” to Christ’s beginning — Mother of 

Christ. Mary at the beginning holding him in her arms. 

Mary, Mother of the Church — Mother of Forgiveness at 

“the end” of his life the Sorrowful Mother — the Mater 

Dolorosa depicted best in Michelangelo's Pieta now praying 

for us sinners now summoning us to return to Him with all 

our heart, mind, and strength in the confessing of our failure 

to repent and follow the Gospel so that we may hear the 

words anew.   God, the Father of mercies, through the death 

and resurrection of his Son has reconciled the world to himself 

and sent the Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of sins; 

through the ministry of the church may God give you pardon 

and peace, and I absolve you from your sins in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen.  

An Examination of Conscience 

An examination of conscience is the act of prayerfully looking into 

our hearts to ask how we have hurt our relationships with God and 

other people through our thoughts, words, and actions. We reflect  

on the Ten Commandments and the teachings of the Church. The 

questions below will help us in our examination of conscience.   

• What steps am I taking to help myself grow closer to God and 

others? Do I turn to God often during the day, especially when 

I am tempted? 

• Do I participate at Mass with attention and devotion on 

Sundays and Holy Days? Do I pray often and read the Bible?  

• Do I use God’s name or the name of Jesus, Mary, and the 

saints with love and reverence? 

• Have I set a bad example through my words or actions? Do I 

treat others fairly? Do I spread stories that hurt other people?  

• Am I loving of those in my family? Am I respectful to my 

neighbors, friends, and those in authority? 

• Do I show respect for my body and for the bodies of others? 

Do I keep away from forms of entertainment that do not 

respect God’s gift of sexuality? 

• Have I taken or damaged anything that did not belong to me? 

Have I cheated, copied homework, or lied? 

• Do I quarrel with other just so I can get my own way? Do I 

insult others to try to make them think they are less than I am? 

Do I hold grudges and try to hurt people who I think have hurt 

me?  

An examination of conscience is an important part of preparing for 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

includes the following steps: 

1. The priest greets us and we pray the Sign of the Cross. He 

may read God’s Word with us. 

2. We confess our sins. The priest may help and counsel us. 

3. The priest gives us a penance to perform. Our penance may be 

prayers to be prayed, an act of kindness, or both. 

4. The priest asks us to express our sorrow, usually by reciting 

the Act of Contrition. 

5. We receive absolution. The priest says, “I absolve you from 

your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit.” We respond, “Amen”. 

6. The priest dismisses us by saying, “Go in peace.” We go forth 

to perform the act of penance he has given us.  
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Scripture Reflection 

Any good teacher or parent will tell you that once a lesson 

is really learned it doesn’t need to be taught again. When 

we internalize things we have learned, they become a part 

of who we are and influence how we perceive and interact 

with our world. The same is true for the law God has 

written upon our hearts. Once humanity learns this lesson, 

we will simply know it to be true and act accordingly. 

Sometimes, it is hard to get people to learn the lessons they 

need to learn. They are often distracted, disinterested, 

conflicted, misdirected, or just too stubborn and unable or 

unwilling to see what is right before their eyes. 

Understanding that God is in a loving and committed 

relationship with those fashioned and formed in God’s own 

image, seems like such a simple lesson to learn. But 

history and experience has proven that it is not. We 

struggle with faith, especially when that faith asks us to 

learn something very particular about ourselves. We must, 

like a grain of wheat, fall to the ground and die. Because 

God’s DNA is at the very core of who we are, there are 

specific pearls of wisdom that must be acquired before we 

can live a full life. One very powerful lesson is that it is not 

the task of the world to tell us who we are and what has 

meaning, but God. For many, death is not an opportunity 

for greater life but a permanent ending to the life they have 

known. Jesus knew every dimension to what it means to be 

fully human because he was! He knows the joys, 

limitations, sorrows, frustrations, wonders, suffering, 

opportunities, and joys of the human experience. Jesus can 

teach us a wealth of knowledge and life’s lessons from his 

example, especially obedience. When we accept the law 

God has placed in our hearts and gain wisdom from it, then 

when we suffer we learn to listen more attentively to the 

Voice behind that law. We naturally flee to our Creator for 

inspiration, consolation, hope, direction, and comfort as we 

navigate through this time of darkness. We will not need to 

run from it, subdue it, fight it, or be overcome by it 

because we will know, having internalized this profound 

lesson before, that God will bring new life. God’s law is 

love and love never fails. Even in the moments of Jesus’ 

deepest despair, he glorified the name of his Father. What 

he learned allowed him to put everything in perspective 

and be obedient to the tender, loving Voice that echoed 

within. As Lent quickly winds down, may we learn the 

same! Then, may we gain the fortitude and wisdom to help 

others see what is right before their eyes. 

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent — March 21, 2021 

Outsiders Seeking Jesus. 

Today, visitors from Greece (outsiders to the Jews) want to 

see Jesus who is in the holy city Jerusalem for Passover. 

This reminds us that everyone, really, looks for God, wants 

to be good, hopes for salvation. This is the impact of the 

new covenant of which Jeremiah speaks today.  

♦ How can I be like Philip and Andrew, and bring others to 

Jesus? 

♦ How will I serve Jesus and follow him today? 

♦ What of my life am I willing to lose for the benefit of 

eternal life? 
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Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO…………..……....$3,055.00 

Adult envelopes issued…………......…...294 (March, 2021) 

Adult envelopes used….…….....129/44% (March 14, 2021) 

Food Pantry………2 donations……….…............$1,100.00 

Second collection for Catholic Relief Services ….. $538.00 

Adult envelopes used…………………………………...37 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

We parents know that it’s tricky, tackling the topic of fear with 

our kids. We want them to know that it’s okay to be scared, that 

it’s something we all feel from time to time. We want them to 

understand that bravery isn’t the absence of fear, but the choices 

we make in persevering despite that feeling. Most of all, we 

want to model the right kind of behavior for our kids. Whatever 

our scary situation is — illness, a job loss, life changes — we 

want them to see us make a choice to face that fear head-on. 

Jesus seems to be the parent who is gently broaching the topic of 

fear with his children. A great sense of foreboding hangs over 

these readings. Jesus knew what was coming. He knew it was 

going to be hard, both for him and for his followers, who did not 

have his courage. Even he admits to being “troubled” and he 

speaks of “the time of judgment.” There is the dramatic raising 

of Lazarus, the talk of how a grain of wheat must die in order to 

bear fruit, the depiction of Christ as an obedient student of his 

own suffering. “Yet what should I say?” he asks them. “‘Father, 

save me from this hour?’ But it was for this purpose that I came 

to this hour.” This week, Christ gives us a very parental gift: He 

shows us his fear, and he shows us how to conquer it. He chal-

lenges us to embrace the purpose for which we came to this hour 

— whatever that hour may hold.    — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Inspiration For The Week 

How do we convince people that God’s law is written upon their 

hearts? God is wedded to God’s people. This is a simple and 

fundamental fact of life. Yet, many ignore this truth and carry on 

as if they, or humanity as a whole, are the center of the universe. 

As a grain of wheat has to fall to the ground and die in order to 

become what it really is, we too must die to our secular images 

and ideas of ourselves so that we can become who God really 

made us to be. If all of us kept our focus on God’s deep bonded 

love with human beings, indeed with our very self, then there 

would be no need to teach others this fundamental life lesson. 

They would simply know this truth, as Jeremiah tells us. Some-

how, perhaps through original and personal sin, we have lost 

sight of this reality. We have lost our way and our axis. It is time 

to find our way back, to learn the virtue of obedience, to pay 

attention to what God is saying and become aware of the Divine 

Love that is the reason for all creation. Then, even in our darkest 

hour when all may seem to be lost, we can say as did Jesus, the 

model of obedience, “Father, glorify your name,” By this perse-

verance, people can come to know the Lord and what God has 

done.  
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Monday, March 22 

  

Tuesday, March 23 - St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop 

  

Wednesday, March 24 

 

Thursday, March 25 - The Annunciation of the Lord 

  

Friday, March 26 

  

Saturday, March 27 

4:30pm  †Mary Kocur int. Family 

              †Elena Salinas int. Mariana Boyle & Family 

              †Helen & John Tokarz int. Children 

  

Sunday, March 28 - Palm Sunday of the Passion of  

                                   the Lord 

8:30am  †Casimir Radziwiecki int. Teresa Radziwiecki &  

                Family 

              †Joseph Dzieglowicz int. Children &  

                Grandchildren 

               Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 
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Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 

Question: What is spiritual communion, and do you 

need to be in a state of grace to receive it?  

Answer: The practice of making a “spiritual com-

munion” dates back several centuries and St. Thomas 

Aquinas described it as “an ardent desire to receive 

Jesus in the Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as 

though we had already received Him.” Traditionally, 

a prayer of spiritual communion has been used by 

those who are unable to receive sacramental com-

munion because of health, inability to attend Mass, 

or who cannot receive communion because of grave 

sin. This practice has been encouraged by many 

saints and spiritual writers and most recently Pope 

Francis encouraged the practice when the realities of 

the COVID-19 pandemic prevented so many Catholics 

from taking part in the Mass or receiving sacramental 

communion. Although the graces offered in spiritual 

communion are not the same as those offered in the 

sacramental communion of the Mass, this practice is 

still a powerful opportunity to express our desire for 

union with the Lord and to be united with Christ and 

the Church, even in an imperfect way. 

Question Of The Week 

First Reading: 

Around 600 BC, Jeremiah prophesied that God would 

establish a new, unbreakable covenant with his peo-

ple, one written “upon their hearts.” In what ways is 

your faith heart-felt? 

Second Reading: 

The author of Hebrews teaches us that Jesus learned 

“obedience” from his suffering. What have been 

some fruits from the suffering in your life? 

Gospel: 

We hear today of Jesus’ own struggle with his im-

pending death. During this Lenten season, what has 

been a struggle for you? 

Quote from Pope Francis 

Because in life’s journey, as in every jour-

ney, what really matters is not to lose sight 

of the goal. If what interests us as we travel, 

however, is looking at the scenery or stop-

ping to eat, we will not get far. We should 

ask ourselves: On the journey of life, do I 

seek the way forward? Or am I satisfied with 

living in the moment and thinking only of 

feeling good, solving some problems and 

having fun? What is the path? Is it the search 

for health, which many today say comes first 

but which eventually passes? Could it be pos-

sessions and wellbeing? But we are not in the 

world for this. Return to me, says the Lord. 

To me. The Lord is the goal of our journey in 

this world. The direction must lead to him.  
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St. Stan’s Website 

Our Parish has received a 

grant to develop a 

Website so we can 

communicate information 

to our parishioners and 

o t h e r s  s e e k i n g 

information regarding our Parish. We are looking for 

volunteers, any High School or College students are 

welcomed as well to help us with ideas and content 

for our website. Please contact the rectory at 219-

398-2341 or Jim Zmuda at 219-743-0043. We would 

appreciate it very much!  

Confessions will be offered here at St. Stanislaus 

Church on Tuesday, March 30, 2021 from  

7pm-8pm. 

Act of Contrition  

(traditional) 

O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended 

Thee, and I detest all my sins because of thy just 

punishments, but most of all because they offend 

Thee, my God, who art all good and deserving of all my 

love. I firmly resolve with the help of Thy grace to sin 

no more and to avoid the near occasion of sin. Amen. 

Community Events 

Catholic Services  

Appeal 2021 

These last few weeks of Lent 

provide us with time to turn 

our lives, our talents, and 

our very selves over to 

Jesus. It is a beautiful time 

to reflect on low we can be 

a partner in Christ’s work. In 

just a few weeks, our Catholic Services Appeal will begin. 

CSA supports many programs that serve the physical and 

spiritual needs of both the local and universal Church. We 

encourage you to PRAY for each other, ACT kindly and 

care for one another, and with the guidance of Christ, 

LOVE others more fully. As you thank God for your 

blessings, please consider what you can give to the 2021 

Catholic Services Appeal. All gifts are valuable, Thank you 

for taking the time to consider how you can be a partner 

in Christ’s work! Call the CSA office 219-769-9292, ext. 

268 for a pledge card, or donate online at 

www.dcgary.org/csa.  

East Chicago Spring Clean-Up 2021 

District 1: April 5th thru April 9th 

District 6: April 12th thru April 16th 

District 2: April 19th thru April 23rd 

District 4: April 26th thru Aril 30th 

District 5: May 3rd thru May 7th 

District 3: May 10th thru May 14th 

**Pick up hours will be from 7am-2pm** 

• Place large items in the alley, or curbside where alleys 

do not exist. 

• Please secure all items that may be blown away by the 

wind. 

• All yard-waste materials should be properly bagged 

and placed at the curb. 

• All abandoned vehicles, expired plates and parked 

vehicles where “No Parking” signs are placed will be 

towed at owner’s expense. 

For additional info. Please call 219-391-8463 or 219-391-

8464 
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EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Contact Heather Benefiel to place 
 an ad today! hbenefiel@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6464

Columbian Club of East Chicago


