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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

On this the 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time we hear God call 

the prophet Ezekiel to proclaim the divine Word to a 

recalcitrant people. We, like the Israelites, sometimes close 

our hearts off to God. But one day amazement will fill our 

hardened hearts because we will know of God's abiding 

presence. Or, will amazement fill Jesus at the lack of faith he 

finds in us? Paul knows how sufficient the Lord's grace is for 

him. May amazement fill us on this Sunday as it did Paul—

for God’s sufficient grace is truly amazing grace! It is more 

than enough for us. Listen therefore with amazement as the 

readings are proclaimed or pay special attention to them as 

you read them. One word that we don’t hear too often and 

that is perhaps misunderstood is that of  “prophet.” not its 

homonym twin “profit.” In the Jewish tradition, a prophet is 

one who is chosen by God, listens deeply to God. And is 

empowered to speak God’s message for everyone. In the 

prophetic books of the Old Testament we read the sayings of 

the prophets and we also learn how they were called. God 

continues to call prophets as messengers to our modern world 

— people who give us hope. Are we aware of the fact that 

each of us has been anointed to be a messenger of hope to our 

world and that each week at Mass we are sent forth into the 

world to carry on the Eucharistic life. We are a missioned 

people who know that God's grace is sufficient for us and we 

rely on that grace which was bestowed upon us at Baptism 

throughout our lives. Immediately right after we were 

baptized the presider anointed us with holy chrism and 

prayed.  

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from 

sin, given you a new birth by water and Holy Spirit, and 

welcomed you into his Holy People. He now anoints you with 

the chrism of salvation. As Christ was anointed Priest, 

Prophet and King, so may you live always as members of his 

body, sharing everlasting life. Amen. 

A recent prophet, Oscar Romero (1917-1980) was a voice for 

the poor in San Salvador, where he was archbishop. He was 

martyred at the altar while saying Mass. In 2018 he was 

canonized. Among his writings was the following worthy of 

our reflective reading today.  

A Prophet’s Heart 

God comes, and his ways are near to us. God saves in history. 

Each person’s life, each one's history, is the meeting place 

God comes to. How satisfying to know one need not go to the 

desert to meet him, need not go to some particular spot in the 

world. God is in your own heart. Who will put a prophet's 

eloquence into my words to shake from their inertia all those 

who kneel before the riches of the earth — who would like 

gold, money, lands, power, political life to be their everlasting 

gods! All that is going to end. There will remain only the 

satisfaction of having been, in regard to money or political 

life, a person faithful to God’s will. One must learn to manage 

the relative and transitory things of earth according to his will 

not make them absolutes. There is only one absolute: he who 

awaits us in the heaven that will not pass away.  

For what does it profit a prophet if he/she gains the whole 

world but loses their soul. Adapted from Jesus’ own words.  

This month of July is dedicated to The Most Precious Blood of 

Jesus, which Our Holy Father invites us to pray with him. 

Heavenly Father, We pray that, in situations of conflict, we may 

be courageous architects of dialogue and friendship. May the 

Church receive from the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to 

reform herself in the light of the Gospel. 

At each Mass that we are privileged to participate in we hear the 

words —  Take this, all of you, and drink from it, for this is the 

chalice of my Blood, the Blood of the new and eternal covenant, 

which will be pored out for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins.  Do this in memory of me.  

The Blood of Christ 

Each time we are present at Benediction, we pray, “Blessed be 

His Most Precious Blood. The following prayer words are an 

essential part of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Eternal Father, I 

offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your dearly 

beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ in atonement for our sins and 

those of the whole world.  Perhaps during this month we can 

attempt to become aware of that mystery we proclaim when we 

say The Blood of Christ. In 1817, Pope Pius VII acknowledged 

the following prayer of Seven Offerings of the Precious Blood. It 

is a treasured inheritance of the Order of the Precious Blood 

Priests and Brothers who staff our region’s Catholic College of 

St. Joseph and serve in our diocesan parishes in Whiting. They 

invite us to pray it with them at least one portion each day if 

possible — By so doing the world will be a better place and 

America will be blessed for being part of the world! 

1. Eternal Father, I offer Thee the merits of the Most Precious 

Blood of Jesus, Thy Beloved Son and my Divine Redeemer 

For the propagation and exaltation of my dear Mother the 

Holy Church, for the safety and prosperity of her visible 

Head, the Holy Roman Pontiff, for the cardinals, bishops and 

pastors of souls, and for all the ministers of the sanctuary.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Blessed and praised forevermore 

be Jesus Who hath saved us by His Precious Blood! Amen.  

2. Eternal Father, I offer, etc. (above).. For the peace and 

concord of nations, for the conversion of the enemies of our 

holy faith and for the happiness of all Christian people. Glory 

be, etc. (above) 

3. Eternal Father, I offer, etc. (above).. For the repentance of 

unbelievers, the extirpation of all heresies, and the 

conversion of sinners.  Glory be, etc. (above) 

4. Eternal Father, I offer, etc. (above).. For all my relations, 

friends and enemies, for the poor, the sick, and those in 

tribulation, and for all those for whom Thou willest I should 

pray, or knowest that I ought to pray. Glory be, etc. (above) 

5. Eternal Father, I offer, etc. (above).. For all those who shall 

this day pass to another life, that Thou mayest preserve them 

from the pains of hell, and admit them the more readily to the 

possession of Thy Gory. Glory be, etc. (above) 

6. Eternal Father, I offer, etc. (above).. For all those who are 

lovers of this Treasure of His Blood, and for all those who 

join with me in adoring and honoring It, and for all those 

who try to spread devotion to It. Glory be, etc. (above) 

7. Eternal Father, I offer, etc. (above).. For all my wants, 

spiritual and temporal, for the holy souls in Purgatory, and 

particularly for those who in their lifetime were most devoted 

to this price of our redemption, and to the sorrows and pains 

of our dear Mother, most Holy Mary. Glory be, etc. (above) 
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Scripture Reflection 

It’s all so ordinary that we can easily miss it. The seagulls 

hunting and diving for mollusks at the beach offer a display 

of determination and precision as they gather their food for 

the day. It’s simply what these creatures do. Yet, there’s a 

magical artfulness and skill to their work that speaks 

volumes about the One who breathed life into their being. 

This is pretty much the way it is with God’s presence. God 

comes in common ways through common things and 

ordinary people. Sadly, we are so engulfed in our little 

worlds of order and ideas to notice the beauty and wonder 

of it all. Many have numbed themselves to the Divine spark 

at the essence of all life because that’s just the way it is. 

What’s so special about it? A sunset is a sunset and a 

seagull is a seagull. That’s precisely what they thought 

about Jesus too. After all, isn’t he just the carpenter’s son? 

What merit can his words possibly have? If we’re looking 

for God to come in an event that is so dramatic and intense 

that it knocks our socks off, then think again. When 

pondering God’s relationship with His people and God’s 

action in our lives, we have to go back to the stable and the 

recurring, creative, unending power of God’s presence. It 

was a quiet, run of the mill kind of night. There was nothing 

spectacular or extraordinary. To the naked eye, a woman 

gave birth to a child and there wasn’t anything extraordinary 

to see. We have a hard time understanding God’s ordinary-

ness. Jesus grew up in an ordinary town, had neighbors and 

did normal human things. Perhaps that’s why we don’t 

always like the Gospel. It doesn’t dazzle us with 

extraordinary things but simply challenges us to take a 

different look at our ordinary stuff. That makes us 

uncomfortable. We prefer things as they are. Our lack of 

faith can even cause us to take offense at what Jesus says 

and does, dismissing it as folly. God’s life-giving presence 

continues to sustain that seagull in flight and keep all things 

in being regardless of whether we have the faith to see and 

understand this. Our personal agendas, preconceived ideas, 

misconceptions, and expectations can often cause us to be 

hardened and blinded to what God is doing or desiring to 

do. While God continues to do what he has done for all 

eternity, faith is needed for God’s presence to bear fruit. 

The blinders we wear and the expectations we bring to life 

can often prevent us from seeing graced moments that 

radiate with God’s graceful presence. They also prevent 

God’s transforming, healing, and hope filled vision for our 

world from being realized. Without faith, God won’t be able 

to do much for us either. 
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Financial Blessings 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO…….……..……....$2,240.00 

Adult envelopes issued……….............…...294 (June, 2021) 

Adult envelopes used………….....70/24% (June 27, 2021) 

 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

Prophet. There’s a heaviness to this word. It’s weighted down 

with meaning. We think of prophets and we think of Charlton 

Heston with wild hair and a booming voice, reaching out his 

hand to work wonders of nature by the grace of God. We think 

of prophets and we think of ancient Biblical history — someone 

far away, someone so removed from our everyday life. A 

prophet is someone who knows something we don’t. When I let 

you in on this secret, it might scare you at first: in a way, God is 

calling you to be a prophet. He is calling me. He is calling any-

one who hears the truth of the Gospel. However, there is no 

need for the megaphone and the wild locusts. This prophet gig 

might not be what you’re thinking. What does a prophet do? He 

hears and testifies to the truth, even when it’s uncomfortable, 

even when it’s unpopular, even when it results in, as Paul says, 

“weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions and constraints.” 

A prophet doesn’t have to be smart or rich or ordained; heck, he 

doesn’t even have to be particularly willing. All a prophet has to 

do is listen to the truth. The truth we receive from Christ, 

through the Gospel and the sacraments, is a mighty gift. But it is 

a gift that we are not meant to simply keep for ourselves. In 

possessing it, we are compelled to also pass it on, to share it, to 

let the Spirit set us on our feet.      — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 

Inspiration For The Week 

God never ceases to proclaim His Word. His life-giving pres-

ence continues to sustain all things and keep them in being 

regardless of whether there is the faith to receive or perceive 

Him. Our personal agendas, preconceived ideas, misconcep-

tions, and expectations can often cause us to be so hard of 

heart and obstinate that we fail to see what God is trying to do. 

While God remains ever present, faith is necessary for God’s 

power to bear fruit. As we celebrate our country’s independ-

ence, let us not forget the difference between liberties and free-

dom. While the liberties we have are most welcome treasures, 

only freedom from what blinds, deceives, and weighs us down 

can bring happiness. God is all about healing, transformation, 

and hope. In order for God to do what God does best, we have 

to invite Him in and see Him for who he is. Otherwise, God’s 

will for humanity will be something at which we simply take 

offense, a common reaction when something challenges or 

unsettles us. 
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Monday, July 5 - St. Anthony Zaccaria, Priest; St. 

Elizabeth of Portugal 

 

Tuesday, July 6 - St. Maria Goretti, Virgin & Martyr 

  

Wednesday, July 7   

 

Thursday, July 8  

  

Friday, July 9 - St. Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, and                                         

                         Companions, Martyrs 

  

Saturday, July 10  

4:30pm  †Geraldine Nauracy int. John Lesniak 

              †George Almason int. Florence O’Neal 

 

Sunday, July 11 - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am  †Julia A. Lelek int. Markovich Family 

              †Glenn Evans int. Teresa Radziwiecki 

              Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 
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Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 

Question: Our Catholic grade school is doing a pen-

ance service this Lent. Do young children really need 

to go to Confession? How much sin can they really 

have?  

Answer: Ask any mom about her children and see 

how many would say she has a brood of perfect an-

gels! Parents know that kids do things that are wrong 

… and they often know they’re doing it! Even tod-

dlers have a sense of right and wrong. The Church 

recognizes that their minds and consciences are not 

yet fully developed, however, and typically waits 

until age seven to offer the sacrament of Confession. 

Around that age and beyond, most young people, 

when asked, can easily explain why something is 

wrong. Confession for children is an excellent way to 

help them reflect on their actions and accept respon-

sibility for their behavior. It helps them to grow in 

their understanding of sin and how it affects others. 

This helps them to form their consciences and make 

better choices in the future. Most importantly, they 

learn the value of forgiveness, both given and re-

ceived. Rather than singling out what’s wrong, Con-

fession offers hope and a new start! Children can 

grow in understanding God’s unconditional love and 

develop a sense of inner dignity that transcends their 

failings. Not bad for five minutes and an “Our Fa-

ther” or two! 

Question Of The Week 

First Reading: 

Today’s reading is an excerpt from the prophetic call 

Ezekiel received while in exile in Babylon (Ez 1:1-

3:27). The Lord commissioned Ezekiel to go and con-

front the “rebellious house” of Israel. How do you 

imagine the Israelites received Ezekiel’s message? 

Second Reading: 

Paul learned that the “thorn in his flesh” taught him 

to be humble and dependent upon God’s grace 

alone. Where do you see God’s grace most present in 

your life? 

Gospel: 

Jesus was “amazed” at the lack of faith his fellow 

Nazareans had in him, suggesting Jesus expected a 

different response. Why do you think the villagers of 

Nazareth “took offense” at Jesus?  

Quote from Pope Francis 

Religious freedom certainly means 

the right to worship God,  

individually and in community, as 

our consciences dictate.  

But religious liberty, by its nature, 

transcends places of worship and 

the private sphere of individuals and 

families.  
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Polka Party 

This year the Festival of the 

Lakes will host a  POLKA 

PARTY on Sunday, July 18, 

2021. Musical entertainment 

will be provided by the E-Z Tones from 2-6pm at the 

Hammond Marina located at 701 Casino Center Drive in 

Hammond, Indiana. Drinks and authentic polish food 

from Cavalier Inn available for purchase. Free 

admission and parking. Please bring a lawn chair or 

blanket. For more information you may call 219-659-

7678 or at festivalofthelakes.com.  

America the Beautiful 

O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of 

grain, For purple mountain majesties Above the fruited 

plain! America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 

And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to 

shining sea! O beautiful for pilgrim feet Whose stern 

impassioned stress, A thoroughfare for freedom beat 

Across the wilderness! America! America! God mend 

thine every flaw, Confirm thy soul in self-control, Thy 

liberty in law! O beautiful for heroes proved In 

liberating strife, Who more than self their country love 

And mercy more than life! America! America! May God 

thy gold refine Till all success be nobleness, And every 

gain divine! O beautiful for patriot dream That sees 

beyond the years, Thine alabaster cities gleam 

Undimmed by human tears! America! America! God 

shed His grace on thee, And crown thy good with 

brotherhood From sea to shining sea! Oh beautiful for 

halcyon skies For amber waves of grain For purple 

mountain majesties Above the enameled plain! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee, Till 

souls wax fair as earth and air And music-hearted sea! 

O beautiful for pilgrim feet Whose stern impassioned 

stress, A thoroughfare for freedom beat Across the 

wilderness! America! America! God shed His grace on 

thee, Till paths be wrought through wilds of thought By 

pilgrims foot and knee! Oh beautiful for glory-tale Of 

liberating strife, When once and twice for man’s avail 

Men lavished precious life! America! America! God 

shed His grace on thee, Till selfish gain no longer strain 

The banner of the free! O beautiful for patriot dream 

That sees beyond the years, Thine alabaster cities 

gleam Undimmed by human tears! America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee, Till nobler men keep once 

again Thy whiter jubilee!  

by Katherine Lee Bates; (1859-1929) Inspired by a trip to 

Pikes Peak in 1893, Katherine Lee Bates wrote the poem 

America the Beautiful. Her poem first appeared in print on 

July 4, 1895 in The Congregationalist, a weekly journal.  

Ms. Bates revised the lyrics in 1904 and again in 1913.  

Community Events 

St. Stanislaus School is re-opening its 3 & 4 year old 

pre-school program. Both full and half day classes 

are offered. This program lays the foundation for 

good academic and social skills. Children can be 

registered by calling the school at 219-398-1316 or by 

going on-line at www.ststansec.org. Don’t delay, 

classes fill up fast. 

If anyone is interested in helping the Food Bank of 

NWI’s Mobile Market in the area of East Chicago,  

please contact Sarah Barnard at  219-980-1770 

ext.316 for more information on how you can 

help. Or you can always find more information on 

their website at www.foodbanknwi.org 

 

The Lighter Side 

No Pushing 

A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was 

running as fast as she could, trying not to be 

late for Bible class. As she ran, she prayed, "Dear Lord, 

please don't let me be late! Dear Lord, please don't let 

me be late!" As she was running and praying, she 

tripped on a curb and fell, getting her clothes dirty and 

tearing her dress. She got up, brushed herself off, and 

started running again. As she ran, she once again began 

to pray, "Dear Lord, please don't let me be late ... But 

please don't shove me either!" 
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EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. (M.D.) 

and Lovella M. (R.N.) Siekierski  

and son, Jerome Michael

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 
Key Duplication and Lock 

Repair and Installation

BRING AD IN FOR A

Duplicate Key  
With Purchase 
of Same

Limit One Per Visit
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

 

6560 Columbia   931-2614

FREE

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers
Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-3496

E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Columbian Club of East Chicago

Contact Heather Benefiel 
to place an ad today! 

hbenefiel@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6464


