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Parish Family 

PARISH STAFF  

Msgr. John J. Siekierski, Administrator 

Sister Gloria Jean Kozlowski, Director of 

Religious Education 

Angelica Agosto, School Principal 

Dora Castellanos, School Secretary 

Heladia Rivera, Church Secretary 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday  

9:00 am — 3:00 pm 

6:30 pm — 8:30 pm (by appointment) 

Office Closed: Wednesday,  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

 

TELEPHONE  

Parish Office/Rectory 398-2341 

Convent                397-7059 

School                398-1316 

 

MASSES 

Saturday 4:30pm  

Sunday  8:30am  

WEEKDAY MASSES  

There are no weekday Masses or Word & 

Communion Services at this time. 

 

CONFESSIONS  

Saturdays from 

4:00pm-4:15pm  

and after the 4:30pm Mass. 

December 5, 2021 

2nd Sunday  

Of Advent 
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Liturgical Notes for the Week 

It is already the 2nd Sunday of Advent. During this short 

liturgical season of four Sundays the Church prepares for 

two things: the proximate feast of the Incarnation (the 

coming of Christ in the flesh that we celebrate on 

Christmas) and the coming of Christ in majesty at the end 

of time which we anticipate each year as we mark the end 

of the liturgical year with the Solemnity of Christ the 

King, the Lord and Ruler of the Universe. The festival 

day we just celebrated two weeks ago. Now we have 

entered into this new liturgical year and season of Advent.    

This season which Benedictine Father Adrian Nocent has 

described as that time each year when the church puts 

Christians into a situation where their hope can come 

alive and grow strong: she bids us hope, along with the 

entire Old Testament, for the coming of deliverance. 

In Advent’s first few weeks, the emphasis on the second 

coming of Christ begins immediately with the Gospel 

reading for the first Sunday. Jesus tells his disciples that 

the days of judgment are coming and about the trouble, 

fear, and confusion attendant upon the appearance of the 

Son of Man; he tells them that they must prepare for it. 

John the Baptist figures large in the Gospels, similarly 

exhorting the people to prepare the way for Christ in ways 

both practical (share your clothing and food; do not take 

more than what is due; do not complain or lie) and 

prophetic. 

The second part of Advent (from December 17 to 24 

inclusive) serves to prepare more directly for the Lord’s 

birth. And although the focus shifts, the urgency remains. 

During Evening Prayer at this time, the Church prays the 

“O” antiphons, so called because each one begins with a 

salutation, “O,” followed by a traditional title for Christ 

(they can be found in the Advent hymn “O come, O 

Come, Emmanuel”). Each of these titles connects the 

Messiah with the Old Testament prophets and cries out 

with longing for his coming. The readings follow the 

events in the lives of Jesus’ earthly family as the time 

comes for his birth. Besides the shift in focus from the 

parousia to the solemnity of Christmas, a shift is 

occurring in the natural world as we proceed through the 

season. In the northern hemisphere, the days are growing 

shorter and darker. In many parts of the country, the 

ground is freezing, plants are dormant, snow and ice 

replace warn and soft weather.  

Fittingly we pray “Come Lord Jesus!”  Squeezed in 

among this week’s feasts are St. Nicholas, Monday 

December 6th. The Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, Patronal Feast of the USA on Wed. 

December 8 and Juan Diego, for Thursday December 9.  

St. Ambrose (340-397) December 7 is on Tuesday. He 

was baptized and ordained both presbyter and bishop in 

one week. He let nothing get in his way. His way of 

settling conflict brought him to be elected a bishop.  

He cared for his people. St. Ambrose, like St. Augustine — 

whom he baptized — immeasurably enriched the Church 

with his teaching of the mysteries of Christ. That is why he 

is given the title “Doctor.” Faith must constantly seek 

understanding, so that we can love God with heart, soul, and 

mind. Each liturgical year the Lectionary begins a new cycle 

of Readings that vary every three years so that we can be 

enlightened and enriched. This year Cycle C is presented for 

our pondering and prayer. St. Luke is the primary evangelist. 

The Gospel according to Luke, together with its sequel, the 

Acts of the Apostles, presents a breathtaking narrative of 

early Christianity, from Gabriel announcing the birth of John 

the Baptist in Jerusalem to the Apostle Paul announcing the 

Gospel of Jesus in Rome. This majestically conceived, 

magnificently crafted epic makes up about a quarter of the 

New Testament. Luke’s  work has a distinctive, sweet air, a 

beautiful mildness. His naturally humane outlook finds deep 

resonance with Jesus’ concern for people’s healing and 

salvation. In contrast to Mark’s rough prophet, Matthew’s 

wise teacher, and John’s mystical divine, Luke's Jesus is the 

herald of healing peace. From the early scene announcing 

“liberty to captives” (4:17-19) to the last healing of the slave 

of the high priest who arrested him (22:50-51), Luke’s Jesus 

is the good and gentle Savior. At the same time, Luke is 

blunt about Jesus’ severe demands on those who become his 

disciples (14:25-33; 17:7 –10), who must take up their cross 

daily (9:23) and leave everything to follow him, a favorite 

idea (5:11, 28, 14:33). Luke contains certain features that the 

other Gospel accounts omit or mention only in passing. Joy 

is a distinct emphasis as are prayer, the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ 

friendships with women, and his teaching on hospitality and 

right attitude about wealth. If Luke’s account of the Gospel 

had somehow not survived, our loss would be incalculable. 

Luke alone gives us the stories of Jesus’ infancy narrative, 

including the birth of John the Baptist, the angel Gabriel’s 

annunciation to Mary (1:26-38), and her visitation to 

Elizabeth (1:39-45); he also provides the liturgical songs of 

Mary (1:46-55, the Magnificat) and Zechariah (1:67-79, the 

Benedictus). He draws images of the crowded inn at 

Bethlehem, Jesus lying in the manger, shepherds frightened 

by angels singing “Peace on Earth” (2:1-20), hoary Simeon 

exclaiming his praise (2:28-32, the NuncDimittis), old Anna 

prophesying redemption (2:36-38), the young Jesus cross-

examining the scholars (2:46), and Mary keeping in her heart 

the mysteries about her son (2:19, 51). Luke’s memorable 

characters include the judgmental Pharisee Simeon (7:39-

47), the hungry learner Mary (10:39), the repentant taxman 

Zacchaeus (19:1-10), and the distraught disciple Cleopas 

(24:18-24). Special dramas abound: Jesus raised up a 

widow’s only son at this funeral, them “gave him to his 

mother” (7:11-17); healed the woman bent double for 

eighteen years (13:10-17); and cured ten lepers among whom 

the Samaritan alone returned to say thanks (17:11-19). He 

painted a host of affecting scenes: Jesus’ knees (5:8), the 

woman bathing Jesus’ feet with her tears (7:38), Jesus 

praying with sweat “like drops of blood” (22:44). And many 

well-known parables are found only in Luke.  

Next week is Guadete Sunday, wear Rose or Pink. 
2 ST. STANISLAUS PARISH • EAST CHICAGO, IN 



. 

Scripture Reflection 

St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to prepare the 

way and open the door for Christ. “You see that when the 

Word of God knocks hardest on your door, it is when his 

hair is wet with the dew of the night. In fact, he chooses to 

visit those who are in tribulation and trial, lest one of them 

be overwhelmed by distress. So, his head is covered with 

dew, with drops, when his body is laboring hard. It is 

important to keep watch so that when the Bridegroom 

comes, he is not shut out. If you are asleep and your heart is 

not keeping watch, he will go away without knocking; but if 

your heart is alert for his coming, he knocks and asks for the 

door to be opened to him.” When life gets overwhelming 

and difficult and we find ourselves feeling a bit downhearted 

and miserable, these words can bring great comfort. We 

sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfortable 

darkness and being stuck becomes our norm. In this time of 

self-focus our hearts are closed to the graces and life God 

desires to give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and 

misery, we fail to see the mercy, justice, and love the 

Bridegroom wants to bring. If we take seriously the need to 

prepare the way for Christ and open our hearts in preparation 

for his visit, we can hear God’s gentle voice calling us deep 

within. It beckons us to seek out its source and discover the 

inner calm and peace that can prevail over the darkness of 

despair. Sometimes our darkness is so dark that it may seem 

unsurmountable. Trusting in the spiritual friends who 

journey with us, and God’s promise may bring a glimmer of 

light even when it is most difficult to keep our hearts’ doors 

open. Sometimes, the only light in the darkness is found in 

trusting the faith of others both past and present. We have to 

trust that God has already begun the accomplishment of 

good work in us and that humanity is on an incredible 

journey to something wonderful and awesome. God is not 

done. When we open the doors of our hearts, straighten the 

paths of our lives, and prepare the way, Jesus can come with 

God’s simple gifts of peace, grace, and joy. Life throws a 

great deal at us. It is easy to get tired and confused. We have 

to train our hearts to keep watch, discern what is of value, 

and forge ahead. Not allowing ourselves to become so 

weighed down by things and brought out of focus is a 

tremendous goal to achieve this Advent season. God is 

knocking. Answer the door. You will see and understand life 

in ways you never thought possible before. 

Inspiration For The Week 

Sometimes, especially when life gets overwhelming and 

difficult, we can find ourselves feeling a bit downhearted 

and miserable. Wallowing in this uncomfortable darkness 

seems to be our norm and it’s difficult to see a way out of, or 

through, this experience. If we listen carefully enough, we 

will hear God’s voice calling out deep within, beckoning us 

to seek out its source and discover the inner calm and peace 

that can prevail over the darkness of despair. Faith tells us 

that God has already begun the creation of a good work in us 

and is with us, bringing it to completion, until Christ Jesus 

comes again. It is this light of God’s glory for which we are 

asked to pave the way and straighten the paths of our lives so 

that it can shine. With all that life can ask of us and bring to 

us, it is our task to constantly discern what is of value. So 

that we do not get so weighed down by things that we no 

longer see, or feel, God’s salvation.  3 
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Financial Blessings 
YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH TWO WEEKS AGO IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO…….……..……....$3,273.00 

Adult envelopes issue....…………....293 (November, 2021) 

Adult envelopes used….....98/34% (November 21, 2021) 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development ………$395…. 

48 envelopes used. 

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE 

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO…….……..……....$2,853.00 

Adult envelopes issued..........……....293 (November, 2021) 

Adult envelopes used……....113/39% (November 28, 2021) 

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You! 

 

CONSIDERATION: Every sin is a result of a collabora-

tion.  — Author Stephen Crane 

 

Everyday Stewardship 

If you have ever planned a large-scale event, whether it’s a mu-

sical performance or a religious conference, you may have dealt 

with someone’s personal assistant. Possibly this person would be 

a representative of the keynote speaker or the master of ceremo-

nies for the local bishop; perhaps it’s even the staffer of a local 

politician or the lackey of a well-known musical act. Personal 

assistants are masters of stewardship — overseeing things in 

their boss’ absence. They prepare the way. This person’s job is 

to get everything ready for the person in charge, so that when he 

or she shows up — whoever he or she is — it’s smooth sailing 

for them to do whatever it is they need to do: sing, speak, pray, 

mingle, what-have-you. It’s usually a big job full of little things, 

a gig where attention to detail is key. God is the guest of honor 

in our life, the keynote speaker, the main event. And what He 

wants — what He needs — to do is to change our hearts. Con-

stantly, over, and over, and over again. We are all His personal 

assistants in this endeavor. We need to prepare the way of the 

Lord, to make straight His paths. We need to make everything 

ready so that when He shows up — however He shows up, 

whether it’s in the form of a neighbor in need or a burning bush 

right in front of us — everything is ready for Him to do His job.  

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Monday, December 6 -  St. Nicholas, Bishop 

  

Tuesday, December 7 - St. Ambrose of Milan, Bishop &   

                                        Doctor of the Church  

 

Wednesday, December 8 - The Immaculate Conception  

       of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Holy Day of Obligation) 

8:30am  †Concepcion Carey int. Children 

             †Julia Lelek int. Janet Moore 

 

Thursday, December 9 - St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

  

Friday, December 10 - Our Lady of Loreto  

 

Saturday, December 11 - St. Damasus I, Pope 

4:30pm  †Rolando Iglesisas int. Rodriguez & Delli Colli  

                Families 

              †Julia Lelek int. Daniel & Kathy Lowry 

 

Sunday, December 12 - 3rd Sunday of Advent 

8:30am  †Angel Lule int. Family 

              †Russell Glen Evans int. Michaelene Czapla 

              Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners 
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 Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 

Question: With Christmas fast approaching, can you 

give me some practical tips to prepare myself and my 

family that will help us stay grounded in what this holi-

day is really about? With all the commercialism, it’s 

easy to stray.  

Answer: Happy times and events bring fond memories 

and a renewed sense of love and kinship with others. 

The anticipation is half the joy of the event itself. The 

coming of the Lord is that kind of event that people 

have been looking forward to for generations with fer-

vent hope and desire. It gave them strength and cour-

age as they waited for the coming of the Lord.  

We know that Christmas is rushed. Sales begin in August 

and carols blare long before the season begins. Every-

one laments the commercial aspects of the season, but 

as Advent begins, do something to help you be more 

mindful of the Lord’s coming. Use an Advent wreath, or 

enthrone the Bible prominently, or read the readings 

from the Bible assigned to each day. Postpone the tree 

and decorations until closer to Christmas. Establish new 

family rituals, customs and prayers that help remind 

everyone that we are preparing to celebrate the birth 

of Jesus. Fasting, daily Mass, a special celebration of 

reconciliation, reaching out to those alienated from 

family or society, and visiting the homebound manifest 

the love of the Christ Child and the Holy Family. Resist 

the temptation to rush the season. In his own time and 

in his own way, God will come. Our task is simply to be 

watchful and ready. 

 

Question Of The Week 

First Reading: 

Baruch offers the captive Israelites in Babylon a vision 

of hope in which their broken relationship with God will 

be fully restored. What aspects of your relationship 

with God are in need of restoration? 

Second Reading: 

Paul offers an opening prayer of joy for the believers in 

the city of Philippi. As the season of Advent continues, 

what brings joy to your life? 

Gospel: 

With Luke placing the preaching and activities of John 

the Baptist in its historical and political context, he 

communicates the idea that God is acting in real, hu-

man history. What do you see as the power of this as-

sertion? 

Quote from Pope Francis 

Advent is thus a favourable  

time to pray with greater  

intensity, to reserve to the  

spiritual life the important  

place it deserves. 
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St. Cecilia Choir News 

The choir will once again be 

selling Christmas Wafers 

(oplatki) for Christmas! 

Starting November 28th, a 

pack of 3 Wafers will be $3.00. We will sell at the 

8:30am Mass as well as at the Rectory. Thank You 

for your support! 

St. Nicholas  

Feast Day December 6 

St. Nicholas of Bari (March 15, 270 

– December 6, 343), the bishop of 

Myra in the fourth century, is the 

saint that Santa Claus is modeled 

after. Known for his kindness and 

generosity to the poor, the story 

has it that St. Nicholas once 

tossed bags of gold through the open window of a 

poor man’s house to help his daughters avoid a 

life of prostitution. According to legend, the gold 

landed in stockings dangling on the corners of the 

beds, which is why many of us celebrate St. 

Nicholas Day by hanging stockings and filling them 

with candy, fruit, and small toys. Not much else is 

known about this beloved saint, but regardless, 

his reputation as a generous man continues today. 

Community Events 
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EAST CHICAGO 
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING

WEDDINGS & QUINCEÑERAS

(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

Windsor Laundry 
Self & Full Service Laundry 

Wash, Dry & Fold

(219) 677-SOAP (7627)

4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY  
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION
Allied Post 369

398-1802 
398-1806

WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays

Halls Available For 
Weddings, Showers, 

Retirements & Funerals

FIFE 

FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Since 1898

Serving All Faiths 

 

398-3210 

4201 Indianapolis Blvd.

COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY 

Key Duplication and  

Lock Repair and Installation

  219-931-2614

6560 Columbia 

 
150th & Indianapolis

East Chicago

378-1515
Mon.-Fri. 7aM - 10pM
Sat.-Sun. 9aM - 10pM

tm

 
Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418

“Special Discounts for St. Stan’s Parishioners  
& Family Members”

1ST CHOICE MARKET
5600 S. 

Sohl Ave. 
Hammond, IN 

219-852-4200
SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com 

Columbian Club of East Chicago

Contact Heather Benefiel 
to place an ad today! 

hbenefiel@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6464

Diane J. Kania 
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

Lakeshore Health 
Insurance Brokers

Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-349 

615 N. Indiana Ave 
Crown Point, IN 46307 
E-mail:  
diane@lakeshorehealthinsurance.com

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com


