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WEEK OF PRAYER
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School 398-1316
-
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Liturgical Notes for the Week

Today the liturgical cycle of “Ordinary Time” begins with
today’s Eucharist as we the Church celebrate the 2nd
Sunday in Ordinary Time. The first is always The
Baptism of the Lord. The chosen gospel is always the
retelling of the Wedding Feast at Cana as it completes the
three epiphanies concerning Jesus as he begins his public
ministry. As John’s text is proclaimed Mary is met for the
first time and in its content her first and last words will be
spoken. So listen well and remember them! Notable also
in John’s writing is his reference to the Mother of Jesus
never refers to her by her personal name. The author’s of
Living Liturgy explain this further.
The mother of the Lord is the discerning one who notices
that the wine has run out. She stands before Jesus in the
privileged role of mother and presents him with the
problem. Jesus’ reply to her words have a note of rebuke
as he calls her “Women,” not the expected response to
one’s own mother. The mother is loved, but she is also an
outsider—outside of Jesus’ free, unique relationship to
God, his Father (John 7:4; 8:19; 12:27). This pain will
thrust through her most deeply when she is again named
as “woman” on Golgotha and is the beloved and last gift
from whom Jesus dispossesses himself before he hands
over his breath to his Father. Then well be the “hour” that
Jesus tells his mother has not yet come at Cana. For some
members of our faith community this new year is bringing
“the hour of their weeding day.” For some others this year
marks another year when the “I do” of their wedding day
has become the hour of living in love day by day. For all
of us living at this time when marriage is not being
afforded its rightful respected place in society, it is good
for us Roman Catholics to renew the teaching we hold
concerning The Sacrament of Matrimony and what better
“hour” to do that then now by praying and reflecting on
the following articles from The Catholic Household Book
of Blessings and Prayers and The Catechism of the
Catholic Church on this day when Jesus performed the
first of his signs at a wedding in Cana to which heard his
friends were invited as well as his mother.
Blessings

Parents may place their hands on their children’s heads in

blessing. One or more of the parents speaks the blessing:
We praise you, Lord, for your gentle plan draws together
your children, N. and N., in love for one another.
Strengthen their hearts, so that they will keep faith with
each other, please you in all things, and so come to the
happiness of celebrating the sacrament of their marriage.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Blessings
Almighty and eternal God, you have so exalted the
unbreakable bond of marriage that it has become the
sacramental sign of your Son’s union with the Church as his
spouse. Look with favor on all couples whom you have
united in marriage as they ask for your continued help and
the protection of the Virgin Mary. With them I pray that in
good time and in bad they will grow in love for each other;
that they will resolve to be of one heart in the bond of peace.
Lord, in their struggles let them rejoice that you are near to
help them; in their needs let them know that you are there to
rescue them; in their joys let them know that you are there to
rescue them; in their joys let them see that you are the source
and completion of every happiness. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

In Brief
The marriage covenant, by which a man and a woman form
with each other an intimate communion of life and love, has
been founded and endowed with its own special laws by the
Creator. By its very nature it is ordered to the good of the
couple, as well as to the generation and education of
children. Christ the Lord raised marriage between the
baptized to the dignity of a sacrament (cf. CIC, can. 1055 §
I;cf. GS48§ 1).
The sacrament of Matrimony signifies the union of Christ
and the Church. It gives spouses the grace to love each other
with the love with which Christ has loved his Church; the
grace of the sacrament thus perfects the human live of the
spouses, strengthens their indissoluble unity, and sanctifies
them on the way to eternal life (cf. Council of Trent: DS
1799).
Marriage is based on the consent of the contracting parties,
that is, on their will to give themselves, each to the other,
mutually and definitively, in order to live a covenant of
faithful and fruitful love.
Since marriage establishes the couple in a public state of life
in the Church, it is fitting that its celebration be public, in the
framework of a liturgical celebration, before the priest (or a
witness authorized by the Church), the witnesses, and the
assembly of the faithful.
Unity, indissolubility, and openness to fertility are essential
to marriage. Polygamy is incompatible with the unity of
marriage; divorce separates what God has joined together;
the refusal of fertility turns married life away from its
“supreme gift,” the child (GS 50 §1)
The Christian home is the place where children receive the
first proclamation of the faith. For this reason the family
home is rightly called “the domestic church,” a community
of grace and prayer, a school of human virtues and of
Christian charity.




Scripture Reflection

God delights in you. How do you feel when you hear that?
Delight usually comes with an exuberant flow of joy that
seemingly arises from one’s toes with the expression of
great glee. Reflecting upon the deep measure of joy God
has in us can be a source of joy for ourselves. Delight is
infectious. A very young brother and sister were playing
on the beach when the all too familiar ice cream truck
made its daily rounds. The boy shook with excitement and
delight as he took his sister’s hand and exclaimed, “The ice
cream man is here, isn’t it great!” As they ran off toward
the truck, one could hear the girl reply, “Yeah, I can’t
wait!” The experience of a child’s delight in something so
simple as ice cream, lifts our spirits from our burdens and
transports us to the lighter, more innocent side of life. Life
is not meant to be a burden. Believe it or not, God actually
wants us to be happy! In fact, the wedding feast at Cana
shows us that God even puts His blessing on our
happiness. It is okay to celebrate the wonder of ourselves
and others. Life is good. It is always interesting to note that
Jesus saves the good wine until last. You would think it
would be the other way around. The superb quality of
Jesus’ wine points to the superior quality of life we find in
Christ. It is not a life of burdens but a life of wonder and
delight! In Christ, we are lifted from the superficial and
mundane to a life of purpose, hope, and love. God is with
us through the long haul, through the challenges and
sorrows as well as the successes and accomplishments. In
spite of the fact that we often wander from the path, God’s
celebratory delight in us remains. As spouses are asked to
remain faithful to each other through whatever life brings,
God remains faithful too. This promise remains through
this life and into the next. All we have to do is take the
advice of Jesus’ mother to heart when she says, “Listen to
him.” This wisdom saves us from foolishly giving in to the
illusion that we can make better wine than Jesus.

“We must learn to live
together as brothers
or we will perish
together as fools.”
Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr.

Financial Blessings

YOUR GIFTS TO YOUR PARISH LAST WEEK IN THE

COLLECTION AMOUNTED TO.............cc........ $2,470.00
Adult envelopes issued..........ccoeeeene...e. 292 (January, 2022)
Adult envelopes used.................81/28% (January 9, 2022)
Food Pantry..................... 1 donation.................. $10.00

Thank You for your continued support! May God Bless You!

CONSIDERATION: Argue like you're right and listen like
you're wrong.
— Organizational Psychologist Adam Grant

Everyday Stewardship

“If every flower wanted to be a rose,” wrote St. Therese of
Lisieux, “spring would lose its loveliness.” Who is God asking
you to be today? There is an obvious answer that springs to
mind right out of the gate. God wants me to be a good person
(a good father, a good husband) today; today, God wants me to
be a saint. But this answer fails to get to the heart of the ques-
tion. We are all striving today to serve the same Spirit, but we
are given different gifts to do so. The one who has the gift of
knowledge may fail if today he decides he wants to be a healer.
The one who has the gift of “varieties of tongues” might falter
in the expression of wisdom. Think about the wedding at Cana
and the players in the scene: the servers, the guests, the bride
and groom. They all have a unique role to play, and though it is
to the servers that Mary gives the instruction, “Do whatever he
tells you,” her words apply to all. Today, are we called to be
the servers — do we wait on God’s instruction and carry it out,
no matter how foolish or impossible it may seem to our human
ears? Are we asked to be the disciples, to bear witness to a
miracle and to give our testimony? Are we called to imitate the
Blessed Mother herself and give encouragement to follow
God’s word? Let us examine our gifts and listen in the silence
of our hearts to the direction of the Spirit. Then and only then,
let us do whatever He tells us. — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Inspiration For The Week

Relationships are hard to clarify. Determining whether people
in our lives are simply acquaintances and associates or a
deeper level of friend is a journey that takes time. Identifying
and celebrating those people who really care about us is a life-
long adventure that involves both moments of intense elation
and heartache. Some relationships are more easily definable
than others. Two people who are in love must decide whether
the love they share has the freedom and depth necessary for
lifelong commitments. Other relationships may look like
friendship but may harbor grave dysfunction and toxicity. Dis-
cernment is needed on all fronts. Our relationship with God
also needs definition and discernment. God has taken creation
as His spouse and human beings as His children. God delights
in us and all that He has made. The wedding feast at Cana
demonstrates God’s investment in all of this, especially our
happiness. Life is a time for celebration and great rejoicing!
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Monday, January 17 - Martin Luther King Day;
St. Anthony, Abbot

Tuesday, January 18 - January 18-25 is the Week of
Prayer for Christian unity

Wednesday, January 19

Thursday, January 20 - St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr;
St. Sebastian, Martyr

Friday, January 21 - St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr

Saturday, January 22 - Day of Prayer for the Legal
Protection of Unborn Children
4:30pm fAna Zaragosa int. Linda Shoppa
TStella Sobilo int. Polish Roman Catholic Union
of America, Society 413
Health & God’s Blessings for our Parishioners

Sunday, January 23 - 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30am TGlenn Evans int. Havlin Family
TRev. Jozef Mucha int. Teresa Radziwiecki
tHelen Wintczak int. Ladies Rosary Sodality

Quote from Pope Francis
As we reflect on Paul’s teaching
during this Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity, may we be
confirmed, together with all Christ’s
followers, in our pursuit of holiness
and fidelity to the Lord’s will.
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Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained
Question: How can we pray for the dead throughout
the year?

Answer: We commemorate the faithful departed on
November 2nd each year. However, we can and
should continue to pray for the dead. Our growth in
Christian perfection takes a long time. At the time of
our death, many of us might not be saints yet. But
God, in His mercy, allows for those who love Him to
experience purification after death. Our word for
that state is Purgatory. It’s the antechamber of
heaven, so to speak. We know we’re getting in the
house, but we’re not quite ready to go all the way
in. There’s rain to shake off our coats and dirt that’s
clogging our shoes. Here on earth, we can pray for
the souls in Purgatory. One way is to request that
your parish offer a Mass for the intention of a spe-
cific loved one. We can also remember the departed
in our daily prayers. Just as we have special inten-
tions for family and friends here on earth, we can
pray for those who have died. It’s also a good act of
Christian charity to pray for the forgotten, those who
have no one else to pray for them. God knows who
they are!

Question Of The Week
First Reading:
The prophet Isaiah used marriage imagery (bridge
and groom) to describe the Lord’s love for his peo-
ple, Israel. What do you see as some implications of
this marriage imagery?
Second Reading:
Paul taught the Corinthians that the individual gifts
of the Holy Spirit are meant to benefit and unify the
community of faith. How do you use your spiritual
gifts within your faith community?
Gospel:
Jesus turning water into wine at the wedding feast in
Cana was one of the first public “signs” he per-
formed revealing his divinity. It also showed Jesus’
compassion, sparing the family shame at running
short of wine. How do you imagine the family re-
acted to Jesus’ intervention and rescue?
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St. Sebastian | January 20

% Not much is known about the life of St.

! Sebastian (256 - 287), except that he was
a Roman martyr whose name has been

~ mentioned throughout history since early
350.

a2 S We see St. Sebastian many times in art,
especially from iconic paintings from
Guido Reni, Andrea Mantegna and
Hendrick ter Brugghen. Historical scholars
now agree that a spiritual story has the beloved saint
entering the Roman army because only there could he
assist Christian martyrs without arousing suspicion on
himself. Eventually he was found out, brought before
Emperor Diocletian and delivered to Mauritanian
archers to be shot to death. Pierced with

arrows, he was left for dead, but managed to survive.
He recovered from his wounds but still refused to
leave.

One day, St. Sebastian took up a position near where
the emperor was to pass. He confronted the emperor,
condemning him for his cruelty to Christians. This time
the sentence of death was carried out, and St.
Sebastian was beaten to death with clubs. Today he is
the patron saint of athletes.
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Events

"DARKNESS CANNOT
DRIVE OUT DARKNESS; A
ONLY LIGHT CANDO ~ 4
THAT. HATE CANNT

DRIVE OUT HATE: ONLY 12
 CAN DO THAT"

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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For Giving Thanks to God
for the Gift of Human Life

od our Creator,
/e give thanks to you,
who alone have the power to impart the breath of life

as you form each of us in our mother's womb;

grant, we pray.

that we, whom you have made stewards of creation,

may remain faithful to this sacred trust

and constant in safeguarding the dignity of every human life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Collect for Jan. 22, Day of Prayer for the Legal
Procection gf Unborn Children
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EAST CHICAGO
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHURCH DECORATING
WEDDINGS & QUINCENERAS @
(219) 397-1185

626 W. CHICAGO AVENUE
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312

WINDsOR LAUNDRY
Self & Full Service Laundry
Wash, Dry & Fold
(219) 677-SOAP (7627)
4946 Northcote Avenue

FREE DRY
for all clothes washed everyday!

AMERICAN LEGION

Allied Post 369
398-1802
GSoN 398-1806
WEEKLY BINGO
Sunday & Wednesdays
Halls Available For
Weddings, Showers,
Retirements & Funerals

I COLUMBIA LOCK & KEY I

FIFE
FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned

& Operated
Since 1898

® Fire Safety

AT pitheted | sateStreets

® Carbon Monoxide

1-855-225-4251

1ST CHOICE MARKET

o 5600 S.
‘% Sohl Ave.
aice Hammond, IN

A 219-852-4200

SUPERMERCADO LATINO

Ample Parking Available
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Sun 8am-7pm
www.1stchoicesupermarket.com

T o -

on Indianapols B, by the South Shore Station

%,000 BINGO

Every Tuesday and Thursday f 8:15pm;
Sunday at Ipm

Banquet Hal Rental.
CALL (219) 398-6700

Welcome Back to Mass

'i/li \
Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com
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: BODKS \ N AC 150th & Indianapolis
1 . ) | 7 :
: Lock Repair and Installation : ‘u‘l‘ll ‘ ACEVEZ East Chicago
1 219-931-2614 1 ! ‘ml. " FUNERAL HOME 378- I 5 I 5 398_32‘] O
: : Robert A. Acevez - 398-1418 MOoN.-FRri. 7am - 1 Opm
@ “Special Di for St. Stan’s ) ) i i
L 6560 Columbia _ _ J O oy wembers” SAT-SUN. 9am - [ Opm || 4207 Indianapolis Bivd.
|
ADT-Monitored
Home Security (:» @@@
Get 24-Hour Protection @
From a Name You Can Trust 4
% Doy & Flosi Datactiin = % || Columbian Club of East Chicago

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Heather Benefiel
to place an ad today!
hbenefiel@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6464

WE'RE HIRING

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION

Pj Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

St. Stanislaus, East Chicago, IN

Diane J. Kania
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent
LAKESHORE HEALTH

INSURANCE BROKERS

Office: (219) 888-9250
Mobile: (219) 730-349
615 N. Indiana Ave
Crown Point, IN 46307
E-mail:
diane@Iakeshorehealthinsurance. com

|
{

www.lakeshorehealthinsurance.com*

A 4C 01-0597



