
ADVENT: Seeing God Through The Darkness 

 

I 

t doesn’t seem possible that the sea-

son of Advent is upon us. Take a 

moment to consider the past number 

of months as our families, communi-

ties, nation, and world have been deal-

ing with a pandemic that has somehow 

caused our normal lives to come to a standstill. In a 

sense we have been wandering in darkness, waiting for 

the light of truth to be revealed. That’s exactly what 

the season of Advent is all about.  

 

Advent is a season of anticipation, of hope, and of 

God made flesh. It’s a season of lights, joy, and the 

sparkling eyes of children. It’s the season of preparing 

to sing our favorite Christmas carols and enjoying 

friends and family. 

 

But this season may be very different. All the givens 

from past years are in jeopardy of feeling like shadows 

of the past. So, how do we celebrate this season?  

We celebrate with renewed faith in God’s everlasting 

love. We believe in God’s immutable love for us. 

Those who believe are never alone. Jesus is always 

walking beside us to lead us out of darkness.  

 

This Advent, let’s spend more time preparing for the 

coming of our Savior. Let’s share our story of faith 

with our family and loved ones. Let’s reclaim our in-

nocence of years gone by and truly believe in the  

miracle of Christmas.  

 

Arise and Shine…for our Light has come! 

 

As we light each of the candles on the Advent wreath, 

we are reminded of God’s ability to dispel the  

darkness. We watch with hope as the light overcomes 

the darkness, knowing… 

Emmanuel...God is with Us 
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The Mass schedule for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day is as follows: 

Christmas Eve: 4:30 pm, 7:00 pm, and 10:00 pm 

Christmas Day: 8 am and 10:30 am 

 

T 

he Catholic Comeback church capacity limitations will continue to be in effect throughout the  

Christmas season.  We have expanded our seating to the parish hall and gym in an effort to accommo-

date everyone who wishes to receive the Eucharist at Christmas.  

 

Historically, the 4:30 pm Christmas Eve Mass is the most heavily attended Mass.  Even with the added  

worship spaces, the number of people we can accommodate at the 4:30 pm Christmas Eve Mass will be less 

than the number of people who attended this Mass last year.  In an effort to ensure everyone the opportuni-

ty to attend Mass, we added a 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass. 

 

We ask everyone who plans to attend either the 4:30 pm or 7:00 pm Mass to register, in advance, on-line 

at our website, https://www.stgabrielhubertus.org.  On-line registration will ensure we use our spaces as 

efficiently as possible accommodating the greatest number of attendees and provide assurance to registrants 

that they have a seat for Mass.  

 

We will fill registrations in order of the church, the gathering space, the parish hall, and then the gym.  

Registrations will be available beginning December 1.  To register, simply visit our website at  

https://www.stgabrielhubertus.org and follow the instructions.  If you do not have access to a comput-

er, please call the parish office (262)-628-1141 and we will happily assist you with your reservations. 

 

Registration for Mass is something different for St. Gabriel Parish and will be used only to help us  

administer to everyone’s needs during these high attendance Masses and provide our community the  

opportunity to continue to welcome everyone to St. Gabriel Parish.   Please note—Registration is not 

needed for the 10:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass or the 8:00 am or 10:30 am Christmas Day Masses.   

 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

Roy Spieckerman 



G 

reetings! For those of you who  

I haven’t had a chance to meet 

yet, my name is Matt Byczynski, and    

I am the new Director of Music at       

St. Gabriel. I am very excited to be 

part of this wonderful faith communi-

ty. My core responsibilities are to lead the music 

ministry by playing piano and organ for all weekend 

liturgies, plan all music, coordinate/coach cantors 

and instrumentalists as well as direct our choirs. 

In the coming months, you’ll likely hear some new 

music. This is a great opportunity for us, as a con-

gregation, to broaden our musical repertoire and  

explore new styles and sounds. Don’t worry, you’ll 

still hear your favorite hymns that you’ve grown to 

love. I intend to provide a good balance of music 

that is designed to enhance worship and encourage 

congregational singing and participation. 

Speaking of participation, I am looking for           

volunteers to help grow our music program. While 

we are currently unable to have choirs due to 

COVID-19, we are able to have cantors and small 

groups (2-3 people) lead sung prayer. Additionally, I 

am extending an invitation to any instrumentalists 

who are interested in sharing their talent at Mass. If 

you are interested in singing or playing an instru-

ment, please reach out to me to discuss further. 

As we begin the season of Advent, I encourage you 

to take time to reflect on God’s grace and blessings.  

See you at Mass! 

Worship & Music Ministry 

Matt Byczynski 



O 

ur theme for the 2020-2021 school 

year is “See Christ in Others,       

Be Christ for Others.” In this season of 

Advent, we joyfully anticipate the arrival 

of Emmanuel - “God is with us” -     

coming to us in the meekest of circum-

stances as a tiny child in a manger. Yet 

He indeed was the Son of God, the King of Kings, the 

Lord of Lords! This year our theme challenges us to daily 

recognize the divine presence of Christ in others - regard-

less of their circumstances - and to acknowledge their 

rightful identity as children of God.  

 

Without question this also has been a season when we 

daily have been asked to “Be Christ for Others.” In the 

midst of a pandemic, our school community has the  

opportunity to live out the call to serve others and to walk 

confidently in faith amidst so many uncertainties. As     

Fr. Tim so often reminds us, “Faith is the realization of 

what is hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” We 

have gratitude for our many blessings and hope and faith 

for great things to come!  

 

Even in the season of change that has 

been 2020, St. Gabriel has continued to 

grow as a strong and vibrant parish 

school community. We currently enroll 

131 students, nearly a 12% increase from 

last year. Our school is being considered 

for Archdiocesan Exemplary Recognition 

for Educating the Whole Child, and we 

are preparing our 2021 application for Exemplary Recog-

nition for Catholic Identity. We continue to move forward 

with the parish in preparing to add Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd to our school curriculum.  

 

We exceeded our $10,000 Soles for 

Education goal, and families and 

parishioners generously donated 

over 500 pairs of shoes to the St. 

Vincent DePaul Society! Our eighth 

graders led our November food 

drive for the St. Boniface food  

pantry, doubling their goal of 200 items. Our forensics 

team is preparing for a virtual season, and we think our 

virtual Christmas Concert will be the best yet!  

 

We are also looking forward with confidence to the 2021-

2022 school year, with our MARRC committee planning a 

virtual version of our January Open House. Please watch 

for additional details in the weeks ahead. We know our 

school makes a lasting difference in the lives of our     

students, and we especially want to welcome our parish 

members to consider becoming school families as well!  

 

Planning is underway for our 2021 Auction, this year led 

by our chair, Mrs. Sharon Loomis. We know this year’s 

event will be simply fantastic! Please save the date for    

Saturday, June 12, as it will be here in a flash!  

 

More than ever, it is clear this year that we are a faith 

community here at St. Gabriel. I am confident that our 

faith and our school are growing stronger daily as we    

creatively and resolutely navigate the circumstances of   

the pandemic. We are looking forward with hope,  

confident that our loving God will continue to shepherd 

us in our work to prepare hearts and minds for lives of 

leadership, service, and excellence.  

 

With prayers for joy, health, and peace to all of the         

St. Gabriel community at Christmas and in the New Year. 

- Mrs. Bridget Bartholomew 

Warm Advent greetings to all of  the St. Gabriel community!  

Bridget Bartholomew 

Note: This picture was taken at last 

year’s Soles for Education Walk 



Christian Formation 

Bonnie Schoofs, Lea Rosenberg, Gerry Wolf 

D 

ear St. Gabriel parishioners, as we approach and 

enter the liturgical season of Advent, we anticipate 

the coming of Jesus.  We know that He has already come 

to us historically, in the flesh, through the power of the 

Holy Spirit and through Mary’s “fiat”.  We know that He 

continues to come to us now, as Risen Lord, through the 

Tradition of our Catholic faith; through the Word; 

through the sacraments, especially Eucharist; through all 

that has been handed on from Him through the apostles 

and saints, and through the generations of all the faithful 

who have preceded us.  We know that He will come 

again “to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom 

will have no end.” 

 

In his Gospel, Luke expresses this eternal presence of 

God, of Christ, and of the Holy Spirit in a unique way.  

Early in his account, when the shepherds are heralded by 

the angels, we hear this:  

 

“And suddenly there was a multitude of the  heaven-

ly host with the angel, praising God and saying: 

‘Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to 

those on whom his favor rests.’”  Luke 2:13-14 

 

Then, in the last chapter of his Gospel, Luke shares this 

surprise as the disciples on the road to Emmaus are  re-

lating their encounter with the risen Jesus to the apostles:  

 

“While they were still speaking about this, he stood 

in their midst and said to them, ‘Peace be with 

you.’”  Luke 24:36 

 

Especially during this year of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

don’t we all need the Peace of Christ to survive and to 

thrive?  Even in a small and unassuming way, we hope to 

provide an experience of His Peace to our children and 

youth through our Catholic Formation programs. 

 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd provides a place and a 

time for our children to find peace and joy as they pon-

der the meaning of Jesus's life, death and resurrec-

tion.  The first half of this year their work has focused on 

"slowing down" - finding that peace so they are ready to 

engage and absorb Him in their work. 

The 2nd grade students are focused more specifically on 

experiencing Jesus’ deep mercy and unconditional love as 

they prepare for their sacraments of 1st Reconciliation 

and 1st Holy Communion.   

 

Our Edge, LifeTeen and Chosen classes are meeting in 

person – even though the virus seems to be more preva-

lent in  older students than younger.  Attendance has 

been good overall good with the exception of some 

quarantines from the schools. Our students are becom-

ing more engaged, and we believe the in-person classes 

are critical, as many of them have expressed the weari-

ness and depression that being separated and isolated 

from their peers causes. 

 

Parents, we encourage you to do all you can to live your 

faith, to make it a high priority during these troubling 

times.  What greater lesson can you give your children to 

help them navigate life than to be your child’s best teach-

er by modeling how important faith is in your own life?!  

St. Paul gives us a blueprint for how to do that in his 

letter to the Colossians:  

 

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 

loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with each 

other and forgive one another…Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, 

which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let 

the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you were called to peace.” 

 

In our team meetings, we continue to pray for our      

children, our youth, our parents, our whole parish, that 

we will grow deeper in love with Christ.  Please pray for 

us as well.   

 

 

The Peace of Christ be with you all—Happy Advent! 



When looking at our operational performance for the 

first quarter of fiscal 2021, it is important to note that the 

parish cyclically operates at a deficit for the first six 

month of the year. These are timing differences between 

revenue recognition and expense payments based on the 

life of our parish. Major fundraisers are budgeted, but 

most take place after the first quarter; and formation    

expenses are incurred, but revenue recognition does not 

begin until September. The Flea Market was not included 

in the 2021 budget as the decision to cancel was made 

prior to budget submission. 

At quarter end, St. Gabriel Parish was operating approxi-

mately $41,300 ahead of budget. Parish contributions 

were approximately $19,900 behind budget and          

Formation enrollment was approximately $48,700 above 

budget. The positive formation budget variance repre-

sents the total for the fiscal year. We are teaching in-

person for both our School and Christian Formation  

Programs. Our enrollment for the School is 16 students 

higher than the prior year and our enrollment for          

Christian Formation is a slightly less than prior year. We 

will continue to see new students for Christian Formation 

throughout November and will have a final attendance at 

that time. We received an additional $11,100 in other rev-

enue. This amount represents parishioner donations of 

items needed to operate through the COVID-19 pan-

demic. Expenses are on budget ...we will continue to look 

for efficiencies and manage our expenses throughout this 

pandemic.  

St. Gabriel Parish received a Paycheck Protection Plan 

(PPP) Loan from the Small Business Administration 

(SBA) in April, 2020. In accordance with the program,  

St. Gabriel Parish filed for forgiveness of this loan. The 

bank has accepted our forgiveness application and it is 

currently at the SBA waiting for approval. We expect that 

this loan will be forgiven based on the terms of the plan.  

 

 

Although we were overall ahead of budget at the end of 

our first quarter, our contributions continue to fall      

further behind budget. Due to the pandemic, in person 

Mass attendance is understandably lower than normal ... 

but we are grateful to the many parishioners who are 

joining us virtually. Our parish ministries are alive ...     

we continue to form and celebrate sacramental life from 

baptism through end of life.  

Please pray for St. Gabriel Parish and, if you are able, 

please continue to support our parish ministries. We un-

derstand the struggle this pandemic is for many of our 

parishioners and we are praying for you. We miss every-

one's presence at Mass and we miss the community of 

our church ... we know you do too.  

Financial Corner 

Celia Meyers 



Planning to give $rip as gifts?  

ORDER EARLY 

$crip is an easy way to do gift giving, while  

giving back to St. Gabriel! A portion of  every 

gift card you purchase supports the parish, 

and you receive the full value of the gift card. 

Orders will be placed on Dec. 7 & 14 for 

Christmas. Order forms can be found on the 

parish website or after weekend Mass.   

Contact Cindy Fassbender (262)628-1711  

for more information. 

St. Gabriel News 

Each week Father Tim chooses a special guest to 

share their reflections of the previous Sunday’s  

Gospel.  Tune in for a new episode each  

Wednesday on our website or YouTube channel. 

Our parish and school is blessed with so many wonderful  

volunteers that we have started a new video series called  

Spotlight on Volunteers in which we ask... 

“Why do YOU volunteer at St. Gabriel.?”  

 

New videos will be released every couple of weeks. Be sure to 

visit our website (About Us/ Meet our Volunteers) to meet these 

wonderful fellow parishioners and hear why they volunteer.  

 

Are you being called and want to give back and help?   

We have many volunteer positions available in all ministries.  

Please fill out the form on the “Meet our Volunteer” webpage and 

someone from the Stewardship Committee will contact you. 

 

If you’d like to nominate someone or yourself for this new  

video series, please contact Nikki Packee at  

bulletineditor@stgabrielhubertus.org 

www.stgabrielhubertus.org 



Also, please consider joining us for our  

Regular Worship Opportunities: 

Daily Mass | Tuesday-Friday at 8:30 am (In-person & live-streamed) 

Tuesday Rosary | December 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, & 29th at 8am 

First Friday Devotions| December 4th at 7:30 am 

Eucharistic Adoration | 2nd Wednesday of the month    

             (Dec 9th) 12:00 pm-6:00 pm 
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Advent Worship Opportunities 

Saturday Vigil 4:30 pm & Sunday 8 am– 10:30am 

 

1st Sunday of Advent | November 28th & 29th Mass 

2nd Sunday of Advent | December 5th & 6th Mass 

3rd Sunday of Advent | December 12th & 13th Mass 

4th Sunday of Advent | December  19th & 20th Mass 

Christmas Eve Mass | December 24th *4:30 pm, *7 pm & 10 pm 

*Registration is required for the 4:30 pm & 7:00 pm Mass only. 

Please read inside on page 2 and visit our website for more information. 

Christmas Day Mass | December 25th 8:00 am & 10:30 am  

More information will be forth-

coming regarding Reconciliation 

Services during the Advent   

season based on the directives  

of the Catholic Comeback.  

PROCLAIM CHRIST     MAKE DISCIPLES     THROUGH SACRAMENTAL LIFE 

1200 Saint Gabriel Way 

Hubertus, WI 53033 

(262)628-1141 

www.stgabrielhubertus.org 

Like & follow us on 


