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www.stjohnseymour.com


Facebook
St John Parish, Seymour Wisconsin

Sunday Masses 



Weekday Masses 

Saturday: 4:00pm Tuesday, Wednesday &
Sunday: 10:00am Thursday 8:15am









Confessions

Eucharistic Holy Hour


1st Wednesday of the Month
Saturday 3:003:30pm 6:157:15 pm
Next Holy Hour: August 5, 2020


Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time · July 12, 2020
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Live the Liturgy
Any good farmer will tell you that regardless
of how good the quality of the seed, its sprouting and bearing of effective fruit is dependent
upon the quality of the soil. Preparing the soil is one of the
most essential components of farming. There is no doubt
that the seed of God’s Word will eventually achieve its 
purpose. God cannot and will not fail. When and how that
seed bears fruit is, however, dependent upon us. What is
the quality and condition of your soil? Life’s concerns and
preoccupations can cause us to become inattentive to our
inner life. This sometimes unintentional neglect can result
in our soil becoming hard, overgrown with weeds, rocky,
parched, and lifeless. When God’s seed is sown, it doesn’t
always take root because it struggles to establish roots and
flourish. How can you more attentively attend to the soil of
your heart so that it will be a fertile and vital place for the
fruit of the Gospel to grow?

Everyday Stewardship 





Focus on the Good


When I was a child, my mother had a set of sculptures 
resembling three human heads. One head had hands over
the ears, one had hands over the eyes, and one had hands
over the mouth. Of course, they depicted the phrase, 
“Hear no evil; see no evil; speak no evil.” I have seen 
these images repeated many times since then, usually as
the monkey heads from a Japanese proverb, which would
have probably seemed a little less creepy to me when I 
was a small child. Apparently, there is no consensus about
the full meaning or certain origin of these three images 
nor the phrase. At the very least, it causes us to reflect on
the need to avoid evil and look for the good in things.


As I have lived my life, I have come to believe there are
more people who lives their lives in a contrary manner to
these images. It is not that they seek evil, but it is as if 
they “see no good, hear no good, and speak no good.” 
Gossiping is the way they pass the time, and they always
seem to find the negative in people and situations. Being 
a good steward certainly means that we do not seek evil,
but more than that, it means that we see the abundance of
good things all around us. These gifts of God are big and
little, profound and ordinary. By seeing the world in this
way, we begin to change our personalities and our overall
disposition. We always need to follow a new proverb: see
all the good, hear all the good, and speak about the good.
Amen.

Covid19: A Prayer of Solidarity
For all who have contracted coronavirus,
 We pray for care and healing.
For those who are particularly vulnerable,
 We pray for safety and protection.
For all who experience fear or anxiety,
 We pray for peace of mind and spirit.
For affected families who are facing difficult decisions 
between food on the table or public safety,
 We pray for policies that recognize their plight.
For those who do not have adequate health insurance,
 We pray that no family will face financial burdens alone.
For those who are afraid to access care due to immigration status,
 We pray for recognition of the Godgiven dignity of all.
For our brothers and sisters around the world,
  We pray for shared solidarity.
For public officials and decisionmakers,
 We pray for wisdom and guidance.
Father, during this time may your Church be a sign of hope, 
comfort and love to all. Grant peace, Grant comfort, Grant 
healing. Be with us, Lord. Amen.



² Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 


"Christian joy flows from listening to, 
and accepting, the Good News of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. 
Whoever believes this message knows that
life is born of the love of God the Father." 
Pope Francis, Twitter 

Why Do We Do That?  Catholic Life Explained  Why Do Catholics Baptize Babies? 
Question: Why do Catholics baptize babies? 
Answer: For adults who want to be baptized, the celebration only takes place after a long, guided,
and thoughtful process through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. This is also true for many
Protestant Christians, who are baptized later in life, often after a personal, transforming religious 
experience. So, it seems fair to ask why our Catholic tradition includes infant baptism. After all, if 
we make adults who want to become Catholic wait months and even years as they grow in their understanding of Christ and
his teachings, why should babies ² who “do nothing” ² be baptized? 
Our custom of infant baptism dates back to the earliest days of the Church, when St. Paul baptized entire households, 
including, we presume, children (see Acts 16:15, 33; 18:8). That had become common practice by the second century.
When Christianity was legalized 200 years later, infant baptism became the normal practice throughout the Church. 
We recognize that in Baptism, we are given the grace to overcome original sin ² the human tendency to choose ourselves
and our own wills over God ² and to become members of the Church. This is the gift we give to infants in Baptism.
In its essence, the baptism of infants also reminds us that the gift of salvation and membership in the Church (i.e., the Body
of Christ) is God’s initiative. It is freely offered to us, regardless of where we might be in life’s journey. Salvation isn’t
something we earn. Instead, we see that Baptism is the beginning of a lifelong process of growing into the kind of disciples
that Jesus wants us to be. 
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Gospel Meditation 

July 12, 2020

Using the best seeds doesn’t always
guarantee the best plants. An older 
Italian gentleman straight from Italy
gave me these amazing tomato seeds 
that he claimed produced the best tomatoes ever grown.
Without doubt, the fruit he shared with me was a testament
to that fact. These tomatoes were amazing! I couldn’t wait
until the next growing season to plant these seeds and 
harvest my own tomatoes. The whole experiment ended up
a failure. I did everything the gentleman said, but my fruit
didn’t even come close. What happened? At first I was 
perplexed, then some years later the light dawned. The
problem wasn’t the seeds, it was the soil!

In today’s Gospel we hear the parable of the sower. The
timing of this Gospel in our lives today couldn’t be 
more perfect. As we notice the fields of corn becoming
kneehighbythefourthofJuly, the tomato plants in our
gardens beginning to tease us with the fruit it will soon
bear, and the vibrant geraniums, hearty begonias, and 
gentle impatiens sprinkling our yards with dollops of color,
we can embrace and understand this powerful parable.







Just as God does for us, just as the shepherd does for his
flock, as we tend our gardens and look to nurture all of 
our vegetables and blooms, we have a tendency to provide
a little extra TLC to those that might be showing signs of
distress and struggle. Perhaps we investigate the soil, or
provide a bit more water, or more sunlight, or clear the
weeds. In any case, we take the time to strengthen those
that are in need.



You cannot sow seeds in any old place and in a haphazard
way and expect them to be at their best. It doesn’t work 
that way. Planting the seeds is the easiest part. Preparing 
the soil is the challenge. Tilling, mulching, enriching, and
building up the nutrients are all required for good fruit.
Then after the seeds are planted, more care is required in
order to maintain that healthy, nutrient rich environment 
for those seeds to sprout, grow, and flourish. God happily
sows the seeds of his Word. What do we do with them?



In the parable of the sower, Jesus teaches us that those
seeds that fall on the rich soil yield a bounteous harvest.
This ‘rich soil’ is the key to the strong growth of the 
seeds, and, ultimately, understanding. The birds will eat
some left on the path, the ones that fall on rocky ground
have no root, and the seeds that fall among the thorns and
weeds get choked out. So, it’s the ‘rich soil’ providing the
key ingredient.



If we expect to be a passive bystander and have good fruit
magically grow, we are mistaken. Bearing the good fruit 
of God’s Word requires preparation and work. We have to
cultivate the soil of our lives so that those seeds can find a
proper home. This one thing alone takes a great deal of 
patience, time, and effort. What kind of preparation have
we put into our lives so that we can be a recipient of 
God’s seed? It takes a great deal of soulsearching and 
egochecking to properly prepare. God is the ever faithful
and persistent sower. If the seeds do not bear fruit the first
time, God will come back time and time again, giving it
another try.



In our personal lives, how do we develop ‘rich soil’ so 
we can grow in our knowledge and understanding of the
Word? We must surround ourselves with positive people,
those that help us and encourage us to become the 
bestversionofourselves. We must make choices in our
lives grounded in the Word, saturated with support, and
illuminated with light. We must have a desire for what is
good and what is right amid the thieves, stones, and weeds.


In our thirst for understanding the Word, let’s remember 
to nurture ourselves as we do our gardens. Spend time 
developing your own ‘rich soil’ so that you can thrive, so
that you can have the strength to see God’s blessing and
wisdom. Afterall, when you thrive, you more fully utilize
your strengths, talents, and resources to better serve others,
and isn’t that what we are all here for?



If we have created a suitable bed for sowing, then once the
seed is sown, we must properly maintain them. What is our
maintenance plan for the seeds of God’s Word? We need
not only a source for water but a watering schedule. We
need to weed, aerate the soil, nurture the young plants, 
protect them, and provide proper nutrients. What does our
spiritual maintenance plan look like? If we have done all
things well, imagine what the seeds of God’s Word could
produce in us!



John Steltz, Missionary Discipleship Coordinator
²²²²²²²²²²²²²²²²²²²²²²²
The Lord bless and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine upon you;
And be gracious to you.   Numbers: 6, 2425

July 2020  Monthly Intercessions
Bishop Ricken's Intention
That all of those enjoying the warmth and recreation of
summer may be protected and renewed in their faith
Pope Francis' Intention
We pray that today's families may be accompanied with
love, respect and guidance.


Faith makes us walk with Jesus on the roads of this world,
in the certainty that the power of His Spirit will bend the
forces of evil, subjecting them to the power of God’s love. 
Pope Francis, Twitter
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Worship Services  Limited Attendance









Mass Opportunities if uncomfortable attending yet
Other TV Mass Broadcasts: Sundays @5:30am on
WBAY and @8:00am on CW14.
x Radio Mass Broadcasts: Sundays @9:00am on
1050AM Relevant Radio.
x

(at this time during Masses)

ϯ Denotes deceased person(s)



Please use the Main Entrance of Church for Communion 
Services and Masses. Temperatures need to be taken 
before entering the church for everyone’s safety.

During this time when parishes are only open
at 25% capacity, when it is recommended that
the older generation or those at risk 
individuals continue the saferathome idea,
those wanting the daily scripture may be
struggling during this time. Below are some
apps you can download on your phone or tablet to access
these daily readings.





Stewardship

Sacrificial Giving for the Week
Other Income
Expenses
Bills pd.

B APTIST



JULY 11  JULY 19
Saturday, July 11  3:00 pm Reconciliation

4:00 pm Mass 

ϯ For the Members of St John’s
Sunday, July 12  8:00 am Mass at St Sebastian 

ϯ Karen VanderVeldon

10:00 am Mass

ϯ Ricky VandeHey & Bill VanHandel
Monday, July 13  No Service
Tuesday, July 14 8:15 am Mass 

ϯ Living & Deceased Members of the

LaPlante & Gillis Families
Wednesday, July 15  8:15 am Mass

ϯ OPEN
Thursday, July 16  8:15 am Mass

ϯ OPEN
Friday, July 17  8:15 am Mass at St Sebastian

ϯ Milton & Beverly Krause 55th Wedding Ann.
Saturday, July 18  3:00 pm Reconciliation

4:00 pm Mass 

ϯ OPEN
Sunday, July 19  8:00 am Mass at St Sebastian

ϯ Joseph & LaVerne VandeCorput

10:00 am Mass

ϯ Tyler Pfefferle


THE

$ 11,134.51
467.52 

x

x

8,503.22

x

Readings  Week of July 12, 2020





Daily Readings for Catholics (blue square with a cross and
bible) 
Catholic Daily Mass Readings (green square with a white
square in half of it) 
Laudate (yellow square with the pascal symbol in it) 

You can also access the daily reading on our own parish website
at www.stjohnseymour.com.

Sunday: Is 55:1011/Ps 65:10, 11, 1213, 14 [Lk 8:8]/
Rom 8:1823/Mt 13:123 or 13:19 
Monday: Is 1:1017/Ps 50:89, 16bc17, 21 and 23 [23b]/
Mt 10:34²11:1
Tuesday: Is 7:19/Ps 48:23a, 3b4, 56, 78 [cf. 9d]/Mt
11:2024
Wednesday: Is 10:57, 13b16/Ps 94:56, 78, 910, 1415
[14a]/Mt 11:2527
Thursday: Is 26:79, 12, 1619/Ps 102:1314ab and 15, 16
18, 1921 [20b]/Mt 11:2830
Friday: Is 38:16, 2122, 78/Is 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 16 [cf.
17b]/Mt 12:18
Saturday: Mi 2:15/Ps 10:12, 34, 78, 14 [12b]/Mt 12:14
21
Next Sunday: Wis 12:13, 1619/Ps 86:56, 910, 1516
[5a]/Rom 8:2627/Mt 13:2443 or 13:2430

If anyone is making masks for protection 
during these Coronavirus times, and would
like to consider donating some to the 
parish, we definitely could use them. 
They can be dropped off at the parish office 
MondayThursday 8:00 am3:00 pm. 
Thank you for your generosity!


5

John Carter Custom Masonry, LLC
John Carter, Owner/Mason
(920) 6196617
johncartercmllc@gmail.com
johnpcarter@me.com

JEZESKI ACCOUNTING
AND TAX SERVICE, LLP

Accredited Business Accountants, Certified
QuickBook Pro Advisors, Accredited Tax Preparers
113 N. Main St., Black Creek • 984-3555 • M-F 9-4

225 S. Main St., Seymour • 833-2207

During the summer months the Seymour office open by appt. only

www.jezeski.com
or email us at jezeskicrew@aol.com

Call for a Day or Evening Appointment Today!

N7499 Vanden
Heuvel Rd,
Seymour

Seymour • 920-833-2356
Appleton • 920-731-6631
Hortonville • 920-779-4301
Green Bay • 920-435-4391
www.mennlaw.com

(920) 833-9936
www.jjsautoclinic.net

MuehlBoettcher

Good Shepherd Services, Ltd.
920-833-6856
Skilled Nursing Facility,
CBRF’s: Shepherd’s Inn - Birch Way - Forest Glen
Rehabilitation Agency,
Meadow Wood Apartments,
Children’s Center

TREML ENTERPRISES
“If it’s plumbing, we do it!”

Funeral Home

Master Plumber #230090

Family Dedicated Service Since 1873

920-833-2328
Kurt Eaton, CFP ®
Financial Advisor
308 South Main Street
Seymour, WI 54165
920-833-1559

Contact Rich Clark • rclark@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2571

Witt
AUTO.COM
CRIVITZ
800-261-9488
PULASKI
800-497-9488
GREEN BAY
920-499-7008

Petticoat Junction
Bar & Restaurant
Open Daily 7am till Close

• Monday Steaks • Noon Lunch Specials
• Friday Fish • Saturday Morning Breakfast

920.833.7783
138 Morrow Street, Seymour, WI 54165

• CNC Machining
• General Machining
• Commercial Repair
• Welding

Seymour Machine, Inc.

883 N Main St.
Seymour, WI
920-833-6616

BLUMA AUTO SERVICE

Hollys
Grooming Salon

127 Elizabeth
Dan
833-9736

Call us today at
(920) 687-9414
www.FreedomOverheadDoors.com

Call Mike at 920-450-1021

Black Creek
(920) 915.1737

SEYMOUR DENTAL
YOUR LOCAL GENTLE DENSTISTS

ANTHONY K. KRAFT D.D.S.
A S H L E Y T. R E E D D . D . S .

We l c o m i n g N e w P a t i e n t s
w w w. s e y m o u r d e n t i s t r y. c o m

FAMILY FARM

“Drink Milk... Eat Cheese”
Have a Great Day!

heating & ventilating, inc.
819 Morley Road
499-6969

Most Insurances Accepted

833-2215

An Independent Lennox Dealer

Brian Diedrick
Owner/Operator

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES
110 S. Mill Street | 920-833-7967

Skinkis Lawn & Landscape

Lawn Mowing & Aerating Dethatching & Rolling
Spring & Fall Clean-ups
Fertilizing & Lawn Spraying
Tree & Shrub Trimming
Cleaning Rain Gutter Too!
For all you Commercial & Homeowner Landscape Needs
Call David Skinkis at

920-250-1666

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• AGRICULTURAL
• ADDITIONS

DESIGN / BUILD
GENERAL CONTRACTING
STEEL FABRICATION

(920) 841-0156

Established 1976

Seymour, WI 920.833.6465

W2552 Center Valley Rd. Freedom, WI
54130

Fish Fry
Perch, Shrimp,
Frog Legs
Steaks, Burgers
& Wings
Open Fri & Sat at 4pm
Available for events

Quality Installation By Ken Bowers

344 North Main St., Seymour, WI 54165

Mike & Jean Birling

(920) 540-9822
Black Creek, WI

920-833-2663

Birlings Bovines, LLC

Chucks Auto
Service

W2677 E. State Road 54
Seymour, WI 54165
Phone: 920-833-7543 Fax: 920-833-7802

Bill Treml

W1889 Hofa Park Dr
Seymour WI 54165
Across from St. Stanislaus Church

www.thehofaparktavern.com

METAL BUILDINGS

www.schuhconstruction.com

CALL US TODAY
920-360-4533
Cory Blohm

Quality - Service - Commitment

Agent/Owner

SERVICE WE OFFER:

920-655-2303

Trenching • Excavating • Directional Boring and Bucket Truck Services
Fully Insured - State Certified - Master Electrician
www.unlimitedenterprizes.com

Tree & Shrub Removal
Stump Removal
Tree Trimming
Lot, Ditch &
Brush Clearing
Hazardous Limb Removal

coryblohmrealestate@gmail.com
www.makeamovewi.com

833-6871

www.thzinsurance.com

Speedy Tree Service LLC

1025 Orchard Dr.
Seymour

(920) 833-2218

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

920-833-1120
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 6 am - 8 pm, Sun. 7 am - 7 pm

Len J. Smurawa
Owner, Parish Member

Tree Trimming, Tree Removal, Stump
Grinding, Chipping, Lot Clearing

833-2132

Custom Cabinetry to
meet all your needs

Call for FREE Estimates • Fully Insured

Steve Peterson 920.716.6144

www.lennyscustomcabinetry.com

W3137 Krueger Rd., Seymour, WI 54165

Brian

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish, Seymour, WI

(920) 734-5299

A 4C 01-0601

