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Live the Liturgy �

�

Grace and sin are found together. As much as our hearts 

long for union with God, there is always that part of us �

that resists. As much as I wholeheartedly believe in God, 

there is a dimension of disbelief with which I also wrestle. 

Even though we may seek purity and integrity in all of our 

thoughts, words, and deeds, there is also the path toward 

weakness and sin that we find ourselves traversing. Just as 

weeds can easily overtake the best of gardens, so too can 

weakness and sin overtake and overwhelm a person. The 

call is to realize the power the weeds of sin have to choke 

us off from God’s presence. While God allows the wheat 

and the weeds to exist together, we must keep our eyes 

fixed on God’s mercy and forgiveness and resist the death 

that comes from giving way to sin and evil. In God’s time, 

the eternal harvest will come, and we will no longer have �

to worry about the weeds. For now, we must be vigilant 

and regularly seek the assistance of the Master Gardener.�

Everyday Stewardship �

�

Do What Needs to Be Done�

�

A friend recently confided in me that although he prayed 

frequently each day and was involved heavily in his parish, 

he did not sense much fruit coming from it all and was left 

feeling unsatisfied. I assured him he was not alone. I told 

him of a deceased pastor of mine who had spoken fre-

quently about being in this type of situation. Even as a 

priest, he knew all too well of how we can feel like we are 

simply going through the motions. It is precisely at those 

times that continuing to pray and practicing good steward-

ship is most important, because it would be easier to simp-

ly take a break and risk never coming back. He liked to 

say, “Do the drill,” meaning just do what needs to be done.�

�

We are all called to be mature disciples who answer the 

call of Jesus Christ regardless of the cost. We cannot 

choose when and where the call will come. We cannot 

schedule our stewardship in a way that is always most con-

venient for us. Even when the fruits of our faithful efforts 

seem hidden from us, we hold to the promise that we are 

never called to give of ourselves for nothing. God is work-

ing through us and in us. No matter how dry the land may 

seem, seeds are being planted to yield a harvest greater 

than we can ever realize. Stay strong and do the drill!�

�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

Why Do We Do That? � Catholic Life Explained   � Fish on Friday�

�

Question:  Why do Catholics eat fish on Friday? �

�

Answer:  For centuries, meatless Fridays were the norm for Catholics throughout the world. Friday 

was chosen because that was the day on which Jesus died, and Christians wanted to find a way to 

honor that day with special prayers and acts of penance and self�denial. The practice of abstaining 

from meat on Fridays � under pain of sin � grew out of that desire, and it became an official part 

of Church teaching until the time of the Second Vatican Council. �

�

In the 1960s, there was a shift in the Church’s thinking, in large part because there was a recognition that differences in �

cultures and economic realities meant that eating or not eating meat had different meanings for different peoples. For �

example, in cultures that were largely dependent on seafood or a vegetarian diet, abstaining from meat was no sacrifice at 

all. While in other places, eating fish and other kinds of seafood was actually something rare and special and not a sacrifice. 

This was all part of a basic reflection on “why we do what we do” among the Church’s pastors. �

�

Today, Catholics throughout the world are still instructed to abstain from meat on the Fridays of Lent. The bishops of some 

countries, such as in England and Wales, ask Catholics to abstain from meat every Friday, continuing the older tradition. 

The Bishops of the United States have taken a slightly different approach, encouraging Catholics to honor Friday as a �

special day by abstaining from meat every Friday or by taking on some other work of penance or charity for the sake of �

others. �

�

Regardless of what we choose to do, the real value in all of this is to see a reflection of Good Friday in each Friday, to �

remember the self�giving love of Jesus, and to honor that love through some sort of sacrifice or act of mercy. �

PRAYER�

�

O God, whose mercies are �

without number and whose �

treasure of goodness is infinite, 

graciously increase the faith of 

the people consecrated to you,�

that all may grasp and rightly 

understand by whose love they 

have been created, through 

whose Blood they have been �

redeemed, and by whose Spirit 

they have been reborn.�

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the �

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen.�



3�

S T .  J OH N  T H E  B A P T I S T  C HU R CH  ·  S E YMOU R  

July 19, 2020�

�

I am entering my 25th year of service as a professional educator. Going to school has been a highlight of my life since I was 

five years old. My favorite season in Wisconsin has always been Autumn. The warm days transition into cool evenings with 

spectacular sunsets. The colors of wheat fields, corn fields, and the changing colors of leaves provide a canvass for God’s 

hand to grab our attention to His awe�inspiring beauty.�

�

The first weeks of the new school year always brings excitement, along with some anxiety. As a child, I remember my �

parents providing me with a new shirt or two, a pair of pants or two, and, of course, new shoes for my growing feet. Getting 

to don fashionable fresh threads was a thrill. Having that brand new three�ring binder, the clean notebooks, the unused pens, 

and the well�sharpened No. 2 pencils meant big things were about to happen. Getting to see the faces I had missed, or �

maybe forgot about, over the summer months brought joy and distraction. Meeting new teachers, renewing friendships, and 

making new ones brought a thrill to each new day. The structure and routine that came with these days signaled comfort, 

safety, and calm.�

�

I know, not everyone has had the same experiences in school as I have. But, perhaps, we can all agree that school should be 

a great place to be for every child. As we quickly approach the beginning of yet another school year, we find ourselves �

wondering what, exactly, school will look like for our children, grand�children, and families in the Fall of 2020.�

�

I can see this issue from two sides, both as a parent and as a professional educator. As a parent, I believe my children need 

to be in school. Let’s face it, none of us signed up for virtual learning. Even more, teaching and learning in this environment 

brings several challenges that fundamentally undercuts academic success. In an age where every one of our children must 

compete on a global stage, we cannot afford to lose more learning opportunities. My children need social interaction with 

their peers. They need face�to�face conversations with their teachers. They need the reliability of routine in their daily lives. 

They need the opportunity to explore and discover their passions, they need guidance and tools to embrace their challenges, 

and they need the encouragement and support to thrive.�

�

In my role as professional educator, I believe children need to be in school for many of the same reasons I laid out for my 

own children. However, as a professional educator there is a bigger, broader issue I must consider currently putting all of 

those reasons at risk: The rapid spread, infection, and deaths caused by COVID�19.�

�

In March, when schools were ordered closed, collectively, teachers had to develop and deliver curriculum in a new way. 

They did it. Sure, we can all play arm�chair quarterback and say they should have done this or could have done that with 

hindsight being 20/20. But the reality is teachers adapted, adjusted, and delivered.�

�

All educators go to great lengths to create a safe, engaging learning environment for their students. There is nothing more 

sacred to a teacher than a classroom where students feel safe, comfortable, and empowered. Right now teachers in our own 

community are working tirelessly to develop a plan to make this a reality when schools open in 2020. Sure, our teachers �

are concerned about their personal health and that of their own families, but don’t be distracted by this legitimate concern. 

As professional educators, their number one concern is the safety and health of their students, your children. The looming 

question is: How can we keep our students, along with their immediate and extended families, safe and healthy during a 

pandemic?��

�

No matter the circumstances, our teachers will be there for your children when the first school bell rings on the first day of 

school. They will be enthusiastic for the start of something new, a fresh school year full of promise and great expectations. 

Teachers are every�day learners and will continue to learn alongside their students to provide comfort, safety, and calm for 

our children.�

�

Let’s hold in our prayers the teachers, administrators, and other community leaders who are providing for our children. �

Let’s hold in our prayers the concerns every family has around school starting traditionally in the Fall. God has a plan for �

all of this; we will be okay as long as we agree to help each other, do our part, and work together.�

�

John Steltz, Missionary Discipleship Coordinator�

����������������������������������������������������

The Lord bless and keep you;�

The Lord make His face shine upon you;�

And be gracious to you.� � � Numbers: 6, 24�25�

Support St. John's Homeless Shelter!�

2 1/2 weeks ago we launched the new St. John's �

t�shirt project with God's Purpose Apparel and �

orders are already going out the door! There are some amazing �

combinations to choose from for just $20.  100% of proceeds benefit �

St. John's Homeless Shelter.  www.godspurposeapparel.com/�

St John’s Homeless Shelter Accepting Donations!�

�

As St. John’s has expanded services during the �

COVID�19 pandemic, we have depleted our stores �

in our donation room. We need your help re�stocking �

with much�needed clothing and hygiene items so we �

can continue supplying our guests with essentials. �
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Readings  �

�

Week of July 19, 2020�

�

Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16�19/Ps 86:5�6, 9�10, 15�16 [5a]/

Rom 8:26�27/Mt 13:24�43 or 13:24�30 �

Monday: Mi 6:1�4, 6�8/Ps 50:5�6, 8�9, 16bc�17, 21 and 23 

[23b]/Mt 12:38�42�

Tuesday: Mi 7:14�15, 18�20/Ps 85:2�4, 5�6, 7�8 [8a]/Mt 

12:46�50�

Wednesday: Sg 3:1�4b or 2 Cor 5:14�17/Ps 63:2, 3�4, 5�6, 

8�9 [2]/Jn 20:1�2, 11�18�

Thursday: Jer 2:1�3, 7�8, 12�13/Ps 36:6�7ab, 8�9, 10�11 

[10a]/Mt 13:10�17�

Friday: Jer 3:14�17/Jer 31:10, 11�12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Mt 

13:18�23�

Saturday: 2 Cor 4:7�15/Ps 126:1bc�2ab, 2cd�3, 4�5, 6 [5]/

Mt 20:20�28�

Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7�12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76�77, 127�

128, 129�130 [97a]/Rom 8:28�30/Mt 13:44�52 or 13:44�

46�

Mass Opportunities if uncomfortable attending yet�

�

�� Other TV Mass Broadcasts: Sundays @5:30am on 

WBAY and @8:00am on CW14.��

�

�� Radio Mass Broadcasts: Sundays @9:00am on 

1050AM Relevant Radio.�

Stewardship          �

Sacrificial Giving for the Week                          $ 4,764.17                                                          

Other Income                                                             752.77  �

Expenses�

Bills pd.                                                                    6,232.79                            

Please use the Main Entrance of Church for Communion �

Services and Masses.  Temperatures need to be taken �

before entering the church for everyone’s safety.�

Acre Realty�

Christine H Murphy�

Residential & Commercial Realtor�

(920) 707�4070�

�

�

�

�

Honor a loved one.  Stop by or call the Parish Office �

at (920) 833�6140to schedule a Mass Intention.�

Worship Services � Limited Attendance�

� � � � (at this time during Masses)�

�

JULY 18 � JULY 26�

�

Saturday, July 18 � 3:00 pm Reconciliation�

� 4:00 pm Mass �

� ϯ For Our Country and It’s Leaders�

Sunday, July 19 � 8:00 am Mass at St Sebastian �

� ϯ Joseph & LaVerne VandeCorput�

� 10:00 am Mass�

� ϯ Tyler Pfefferle�

Monday, July 20  � No Service�

Tuesday, July 21 � 8:15 am Mass �

� ϯ Peace & Reconciliation Across Our Nation�

Wednesday, July 22 � 8:15 am Mass�

� ϯ Barb & Merle Wagner�

Thursday, July 23 � 8:15 am Mass�

� ϯ For the Dying�

Friday, July 24 � 8:15 am Mass at St Sebastian�

� ϯ Lucille Boerst�

Saturday, July 25 � 3:00 pm Reconciliation�

� 4:00 pm Mass �

� ϯ For the Wedding Anniversaries of: �

�  Adam & Beth Vander Heiden (11), �

� Terry & Jerry Vander Heiden (40) & �

� Jan & Amy Kazik (45) �

Sunday, July 26 � 8:00 am Mass at St Sebastian�

� ϯ Marlene Matuszak�

� 10:00 am Mass�

� ϯ Gerald Linsmeyer�

�

ϯ Denotes deceased person(s)                 �
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BLUMA AUTO SERVICE
127 Elizabeth

Dan
833-9736

833-6871 
www.thzinsurance.com

Quality Installation By Ken Bowers

Call us today at
(920) 687-9414

www.FreedomOverheadDoors.com

CALL US TODAY
920-360-4533

Quality - Service - Commitment
SERVICE WE OFFER:

Trenching • Excavating • Directional Boring and Bucket Truck Services
Fully Insured - State Certified - Master Electrician

www.unlimitedenterprizes.com

DESIGN / BUILD
GENERAL CONTRACTING

STEEL FABRICATION

        Established 1976
Seymour, WI  920.833.6465

www.schuhconstruction.com

METAL BUILDINGS

Contact Rich Clark • rclark@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2571

833-2132

W3137 Krueger Rd., Seymour, WI  54165 

Brian    (920) 734-5299

SEYMOUR DENTAL
Y O U R  L O C A L  G E N T L E  D E N S T I S T S

A N T H O N Y  K .  K R A F T  D. D. S .
A S H L E Y  T.  R E E D  D. D. S .

We l c o m i n g  N e w  Pa t i e n t s
w w w. s e y m o u r d e n t i s t r y. c o m

M o s t  I n s u r a n c e s  A c c e p t e d

8 3 3 - 2 2 1 5

Witt 
AUTO.COM

CRIVITZ 
800-261-9488

PULASKI 
800-497-9488

GREEN BAY 
920-499-7008

heating & ventilating, inc.
819 Morley Road

499-6969

JEZESKI ACCOUNTING
AND TAX SERVICE, LLP

Accredited Business Accountants, Certified
QuickBook Pro Advisors, Accredited Tax Preparers
113 N. Main St., Black Creek • 984-3555 • M-F 9-4

225 S. Main St., Seymour • 833-2207
During the summer months the Seymour office open by appt. only
www.jezeski.com
or email us at jezeskicrew@aol.com

Call for a Day or Evening Appointment Today!

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• AGRICULTURAL
• ADDITIONS

(920) 841-0156
W2552 Center Valley Rd.   Freedom, WI 

54130

Fish Fry 
Perch, Shrimp,  

Frog Legs 
Steaks, Burgers 

& Wings

Open Fri & Sat at 4pm 

Available for events

W1889 Hofa Park Dr 
Seymour WI 54165 

Across from St. Stanislaus Church 
www.thehofaparktavern.com

Muehl-
Boettcher

Funeral Home

Family Dedicated Service Since 1873
920-833-2328

SkinkisSkinkis Lawn & Landscape
Lawn Mowing & Aerating Dethatching & Rolling
Spring & Fall Clean-ups Fertilizing & Lawn Spraying 
Tree & Shrub Trimming Cleaning Rain Gutter Too! 
For all you Commercial & Homeowner Landscape Needs

Call David Skinkis at

920-250-1666
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Len J. Smurawa 
Owner, Parish Member

(920) 833-2218
Custom Cabinetry to 
meet all your needs

www.lennyscustomcabinetry.com      

 
N7499 Vanden 

Heuvel Rd, 
Seymour

(920) 833-9936

www.jjsautoclinic.net

 
227 South Main St., Seymour, WI 54165

Phone (920) 833-6800
Fax (920) 833-6819

FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS
DEB MARSH

Birlings Bovines, llC
Mike & Jean Birling

FAMILY FARM

“Drink Milk... Eat Cheese”
Have a Great Day!

Call Mike at 920-450-1021

TREML ENTERPRISES
“If it’s plumbing, we do it!”

Master Plumber #230090

Bill Treml 920-833-2663
344 North Main St., Seymour, WI 54165

Chucks Auto
Service

883 N Main St.
Seymour, WI
920-833-6616

Speedy Tree Service LLc

Call for FREE Estimates • Fully Insured 
Steve Peterson   920.716.6144

Tree Trimming, Tree Removal, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Lot Clearing

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

• CNC Machining
• General Machining
• Commercial Repair
• Welding

Seymour Machine, Inc.
W2677 E. State Road 54

Seymour, WI 54165
Phone: 920-833-7543  Fax: 920-833-7802

Good Shepherd Services, Ltd.
920-833-6856

Skilled Nursing Facility,
CBRF’s: Shepherd’s Inn - Birch Way - Forest Glen

Rehabilitation Agency,
Meadow Wood Apartments,

Children’s Center

Tree & Shrub Removal
Stump Removal

Tree Trimming
Lot, Ditch &

Brush Clearing
Black Creek Hazardous Limb Removal
(920) 915.1737

1025 Orchard Dr.
Seymour

920-833-1120

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 6 am - 8 pm, Sun. 7 am - 7 pm

Kurt Eaton, CFP ® 
Financial Advisor

308 South Main Street 
Seymour, WI 54165 
920-833-1559

Petticoat Junction 
Bar & Restaurant 

Open Daily 7am till Close

• Monday Steaks • Noon Lunch Specials 
• Friday Fish • Saturday Morning Breakfast

920.833.7783 
138 Morrow Street, Seymour, WI 54165

Seymour • 920-833-2356 
Appleton • 920-731-6631 

Hortonville • 920-779-4301 
Green Bay • 920-435-4391 

www.mennlaw.com

(920) 540-9822
 
Black Creek, WI

Hollys  
Grooming Salon

An Independent Lennox Dealer
Brian Diedrick 

Owner/Operator

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

110 S. Mill Street | 920-833-7967

Cory Blohm
Agent/Owner

920-655-2303
  coryblohmrealestate@gmail.com

  www.makeamovewi.com


