
Holy Sacraments         
Baptism 
Saturdays after the 5:00 pm Mass in Mineral Point and Sundays after the 10:30 am 
Mass in Belmont. 
Marriages 

Reconciliation 
4:00-4:30 pm every Saturday; 4:30-4:50 pm every Tuesday; 7:00-7:25 am Thursday 
and Friday in Mineral Point. 
Wednesdays after the 8:30 am Mass and Sundays after the 10:30 am Mass in 
Belmont. 

Ss. Mary and Paul Parish 
Catholic Center 
224 Davis Street  •  Mineral Point, WI 53565 
Phone & Fax .............................. 608-987-3361 
E-mail ........................... stmarypaul@msn.com 
Website .............................. stmarysstpauls.org 
Online Bulletin .............. www.seekandfind.com 
Hours: ... Mon., Tues., Wed., 8:00 am- 3:00 pm  
Parish Staff 

Secretary, Kris Potterton ............ 608-987-3361 
DRE, Paula Schuette ................. 608-987-3361 
Music/Liturgy, Caleb Mitchell ..... 608-987-3361 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Philomena Parish 
Parish Office 
338 Chestnut Street  •  Belmont, WI 53510 
Phone ........................................ 608-762-5446 
E-mail ............... st.philomena5446@gmail.com 
Website ............... belmontcatholic.weebly.com 
Online Bulletin .............. www.seekandfind.com 

Parish Staff 

DRE, Jamie Dreger .................... 608-762-5446 
Bookkeeper, Tim Dreger ............ 608-762-5446 
Secretary, Veronica Reske….....608-762-5446 
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Liturgies of the Week 

† Bill Ludlum 
 

 8:00 am † Jerry & Jeannine Walsh 
 10:30 am † Jane Wedige (at  St.  
     Philomena, Belmont) 
Monday, December 21 
  No Mass today 
Tuesday, December 22 
 4:00 pm   Adoration/Holy Hour for
             Vocations 
 5:15 pm † Doris Schaaf 
Wednesday, December 23 - St. John 
of Kanty 
 8:30 am  † Jenna Spensley (at St. 
      Philomena, Belmont) 

 4:00 pm     For Parishioners   
 6:00 pm  † Florence Tashner Pahnke  
     (at  St. Philomena, 
         Belmont) 
 9:00 pm  † Darlene Dunbar 
The Nativity of the Lord, December 25 
 9:00 am † Karen & Mark Greenwood 
 11:00 am † William & Ethel Haag 
Saturday

† John & Irene Hickok Family
The Holy Family, December 27 
 8:00 am † Maxine Tibbits 
 10:30 am † Rebel Riechers (at  St.  
       Philomena, Belmont) 

Pope launches "Year of St. Joseph", in yet 
another response to pandemic from 

December 8, 2020, to December 8, 2021. 
(1870 to 2020) 

   Pope Francis has officially launched the "Year of St. Joseph" to mark the 
150th anniversary of Jesus' foster father being named patron of the Uni-
versal Church. 
   "After Mary, the Mother of God, no saint is mentioned more frequently 
in the papal magisterium than Joseph, her spouse," the pope writes in a 
new apostolic letter published on December 8 to inaugurate the jubilee. 
The text is titled Patris corde, "with a father's heart". While December 8 is 
most often associated with the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, it is 
also the date in 1870 that Pius IX named St. Joseph patron of the Univer-
sal Church. 
   Pope Francis says his own plans to write the apostolic letter on St. Jo-
seph "increased during these months of a pandemic". He notes that Jo-
seph "has always been venerated as a father by the Christian people" for 
his life-long "sacrificial service to the mystery of the incarnation". While 
the world is marked by COVID-19, "each of us can discover in Joseph – 
the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence – an 
intercessor, support and a guide in times of trouble". 
The creative courage of St. Joseph      
Throughout Patris corde, Francis invites his readers to learn from St. Jo-
seph, especially in these difficult times. While "disappointment" and 
"rebellion" can exist, the holy carpenter invites us to "set aside ...[our] 
own ideas in order to accept the course of events".  Even though situa-
tions may seem "irreversible", life reveals a "deeper meaning", the pope 
writes. "Our lives can be miraculously reborn if we find the courage to live 
them in accordance with the Gospel," he says. Francis presents Joseph as 
a model of "creative courage", an expression that the pope has frequently 
used in recent months in the face of the impossibility of celebrating public 
Masses. 
   He says despite "the arrogance and violence of worldly powers, God 
always finds a way to carry out his saving plan". The pope proposes St. 
Joseph as an example of welcoming the trials of life "without exception". 
He also calls the saint "the special patron of all those forced to leave their 
native lands because of war, hatred, persecution, and poverty". "Every 
poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every stranger, every prisoner, 
every infirm person is 'the child' whom Joseph continues to protect," Fran-
cis insists.  The "Year of St. Joseph" will culminate on December 8, 2021. 
   A decree from Apostolic Penitentiary says the yearlong event wants to 
encourage "prayer and good works". And with the help of St. Joseph's 
example and intercession it seeks to bring "comfort and relief from the 
serious human and social tribulations that besiege the contemporary world 
today". 
Plenary indulgences 
The Apostolic Penitentiary has reiterated the usual conditions for believers 
to obtain a plenary indulgence during this jubilee year. They included go-
ing to confession, receiving communion, and praying for the pope's inten-
tions. Catholics can also get an indulgence by reciting the rosary with their 
families, for those who are engaged, with their fiancées. The goal is that 
“all Christian families may be stimulated to recreate the same atmosphere 
of intimate communion, love, and prayer that was in the Holy Family". 
Those who frequently recite a prayer to St. Joseph or those who perform a 
work of mercy can also obtain an indulgence. The Apostolic Penitentiary 
says those who cannot go to confession because of the pandemic or travel 
restrictions are asked to pray to St. Joseph, "comfort of the sick and pa-
tron saint of a happy death, [by] confidently offering to God the pains and 
hardships of their lives". Priests are encouraged to be "willing and gener-
ous" in administering the sacrament of penance and to bring communion 
"often" to the sick. 

Sunday’s  
Readings 
First Reading: 
“When your time comes and you rest with 
your ancestors, I will raise up your heir 
after you, sprung from your loins, 
and I will establish his kingdom firm.” (2 
Sm 12) 
Psalm: 
For ever I will sing the goodness of the 
Lord. (Ps 89) 
Second Reading: 
According to the revelation of the mystery 
kept secret for long ages but now mani-
fested through the prophetic writings and, 
according to the command of the eternal 
God. (Rom 16:25b-26a) 
Gospel: 
“Behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall name him 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called 
Son of the Most High.” (Lk 1:31-32a) 
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St. Philomena’s News! 
Liturgical Roles for 
Lector: Kim Heinrichs 
 
Christmas Mass Schedule 
St. Philomena’s will be celebrating Christmas Eve Mass at 6:00 PM, and 
Christmas Day Mass at 11:00 AM. We are not taking reservations for the 
Christmas Masses this year at St. Philomena’s. If you have any questions, 
please call the parish office at 608-762-5446. Merry Christmas to every-
one, and stay safe! 
 
Mass Intentions  
If you would like to schedule a Mass Intention, please contact the parish 
office (608-762-5446). Mass Intentions will be scheduled on a first come – 
first served basis. Thank you! 

Seeking Solace: Approaching a 
Pandemic Through Prayer
Times of great, collective struggle, such 
as the loss of life and disruption to our 
activities brought on by COVID-19, can 
also strain our spiritual lives. To help sup-
port our spiritual well-being, the Ss. Mary 
and Paul Parish community is initiating a 
weekday prayer hour program called 
“Seeking Solace: Approaching a Pandemic 
through Prayer.” Participants are encour-
aged to sign up for a time to pray in 
church Monday through Friday. An hour is 
encouraged and time of day can be flexi-
ble. Those who can not leave home due 
to illness or other barrier are still encour-
aged to sign up and complete an hour of 
prayer at home. A sign-up sheet will be in 
the entry of church. Or, you can sign up 
by calling Bob Janetka, at 608-341-8745. 
The goal is to continue these dedicated 
prayer hours until the Pandemic has end-
ed. More than one person can sign up per 
day, but our goal is to have at least one 
person praying one hour each weekday. 
Please social distance from others and 
wear a mask when praying in church, just 
as we do during Mass. 

In Search of Young Adults! 
SPIRITUS is seeking Catholic young 
adults, 21-29 years of age, to join the 
SPIRITUS missionary team this August. 
SPIRITUS ignites the faith in thousands of 
young Catholics through retreats and par-
ish youth ministry each year! Missionaries 
live in community and travel to parishes 
and schools throughout Wisconsin; they 
receive training, formation, spiritual direc-
tion, lodging, food, a monthly allowance, 
health insurance and a $2,000 stipend 
upon completion of the 9-month program. 
It is a unique opportunity to serve our 
Lord and help young Catholics grow in 
faith. Visit www.spiritusministries.org/
beamissionary, contact Rachel at recruit-
er@spiritusministries.org, or (920) 722-
8918 x113 for more information. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
In Blaise Pascal’s work, Pensees, he says: “What 
else does this craving, and this helplessness, pro-
claim but that there was once in man a true hap-
piness, of which all that now remains is the empty 
print and trace? This he tries in vain to fill with 
everything around him, seeking in things that are 
not there the help he cannot find in those that are, though none can help, 
since this infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and immutable 
object; in other words by God himself.” 
 
We have a difficult time accepting that fulfillment and happiness are not 
achieved by our own merits but through a relationship with God. We are 
hardwired for this relationship and it is in our DNA. The simple fact is that 
we come from God and are designed to return to God. If our beginning 
and our end define who we are, why would we not want to seek the One 
who can truly satisfy? The world does not realize that it is waiting. It is 
waiting for the birth of God in time, within one’s soul and in eternity. We 
get so confused by seeking other momentary satisfactions that we misin-
terpret the hunger within. We crave God. 
 
The union of God and humanity, revealed in Jesus Christ, is precisely what 
sets us on a straight path, orders our relationships, establishes proper fo-
cus and goals and tells us whose kingdom we really are meant to serve. 
We are so lost. God is with us. The prophet Nathan told this to King David, 
the angel said this to Mary and the birth of Christ brings this Good News to 
us. We do not need to be busily looking for more things but must learn to 
find contentment and blessing in the One Presence. This is the beautiful 
simple message of Advent! 
 
If you are feeling unsettled, anxious, angry, disgruntled, disconnected, 
unhappy, worried, fearful, off center, becoming overly self-indulgent, una-
ble to spend time alone and without distraction, then there’s a good 
chance you are lost. Now is the time to allow God to find you! Ponder the 
holy simplicity of Mary’s call to be the Mother of God. “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” 
When we are helpless and at home with our emptiness, God will fill us. Our 
Savior has come. 



The Proclamation of the 
Birth of Christ 

Today, the twenty–fifth day of December, unknown 
ages from the time when God created the heavens 
and the earth and then formed man and woman in his 
own image. 
Several thousand years after the flood, when God 
made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the cove-
nant. 
Twenty–one centuries from the time of Abraham and 
Sarah; thirteen centuries after Moses led the people 
of Israel out of Egypt. 
Eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the 
Judges; one thousand years from the anointing of 
David as king; in the sixty–fifth week according to the 
prophecy of Daniel. 
In the one hundred and ninety–fourth Olympiad; 
the seven hundred and fifty–second year from the 
foundation of the city of Rome. 
The forty–second year of the reign of Octavian Augus-
tus; the whole world being at peace, Jesus Christ, 
eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to 
sanctify the world by his most merciful coming, being 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, and nine months having 
passed since his conception, was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea of the Virgin Mary. 
Today is the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ accord-
ing to the flesh! 
 
This ancient text is from the Roman Martyrology and 
was traditionally read or chanted before the Midnight 
Mass of Christmas. 

 
 
Candlelight Rosary for Hope 
Wednesday, December 23 at 7:00 p.m. in Church 
(MP). Come spend some time in Church as we pray 
the Rosary together by the light of the Christmas 
Trees. We will have the special intention of hope for 
this year’s Rosary. 

Christmas Flower Donations 
Because of the unique circumstances for Christmas 
this year, we will be ordering fewer Christmas flowers. 
If you would like to donate towards these flowers in 
memory or in honor of someone, there are a few en-
velopes available in the back of church. Please return 
these envelopes to the parish office or the offertory 
basket by December 21. Any excess money that is 
collected beyond the bill for the poinsettias will go to 
our regular decorating costs. 

Financial Corner (St. Mary/Paul) 
Week 24 of the Fiscal Year 
Needed each week………………..$2,510.00 
Last week’s offertory……….….........$49.00 
Last week’s envelopes………...…$2,870.00 
Above/(below) fiscal YTD……..$10,928.44 
Diocesan Tax $14,938.22 
Received to Date……………….…..$2,676.00 
Still needed...……………….…..…$12,262.22 

JUST A REMINDER 
The Parish financial books close on December 31, 
2020. All contributions for 2020 must be received prior 
to that date. We cannot accept post-dated checks. If 
you have not yet contributed to the support of your 
parish, please consider making a donation this Christ-
mas! 

Join us for Christmas Mass! 
We invite you and your family to participate in our 
Christmas Masses virtually or in-person. We will offer 
the following Mass times: 
   Christmas Eve at 4:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m. 
   Christmas Day at 9:00 a.m. 
Reservations will be required for these Masses (4:00 
p.m. is full). Please see your email for a virtual sign-
up, or call the parish office. We will have a taped Mass 
ready for everyone who cannot come in-person. 
 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
   December 31:  4:00 p.m. (B) 
   January 1:  9:00 a.m. (MP) Christmas Blessings 

May you be filled with the won-
der of Mary, the obedience of 

Joseph, the joy of the angels, the 
eagerness of the shepherds, the 
determination of the magi, and 
the peace of the Christ child. 

Almighty God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit bless you now and 

forever. 

Father Michael and Staff of St. Mary’s/Paul’s 
 and St. Philomena 
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Dave Doan

Complete Collision Repair Guaranteed

102 W. Commerce St. • Belmont, WI 
608-762-5140

          PROCESSING ALL TYPES OF SCRAP

FIRST CAPITOL SALVAGE INC. 
Fred Runde

419 West Union • Belmont, WI 53510 
(608) 762-5308 • 1-800-231-9495 • fcs@yousq.net

Bar      Grill
Mineral Point                 987-2211

Open Daily

11am 
except Mon.  

at 4pm &  
Thurs. at 12pm

Point Foods
987-2393

“For all your catering needs”

*Bring in this ad, spend $20 or more 
and we will take 5% off your bill

Grant W. Gorgen • Michael R. Gorgen 
310 Ridge St., Mineral Point, WI 53565

(608) 987-3421 www.gorgenfh.com

The Red Rooster Cafe
158 High St. 

Mineral Point, WI 53565
Open 7 days a week to serve you 

Home of 
“Marr-Fed” Angus Beef

Mike & Joyce Marr 
608-987-3096 

jimarr@mhtc.net
Lois Federman & Doral 

Frost 
608-987-2097 

federman@chorus.net
21471 S. Oak Park Rd., Mineral Pt., WI 53565-1070

The Pit Stop

609 Dodge St., Mineral Point   987-3030

Dr. Thomas Aldridge 
Dr. Matthew Hoftiezer

Cosmetic Dentistry 
Sedation Dentistry 

Complete Family Care

New Patients Welcome

1279 Business Park Rd. 
Mineral Point, WI

608-987-3662

PLUMBING & HEATING LLC 

608-762-5353

Schmitz 
Construction

Roofing - Siding - Replacement Windows

608-574-6542
219 Davis Street, Mineral Point

Bridal Boutique 
40 E. Main St. • Platteville, WI 53818 

(608) 348-8790 
www.ambridalboutique.com 

Mon - Fri: 10-6 • Sat: 9-4

(608) 987-2277

Mineral Point, WI 53565
www.dansautocentre.net

305 Doty Street 
P.O. Box 251 

Mineral Point, WI 53565

Ph: 608.987.3321 
888.443.3226

www.farmerssavings.com

IVEY  
Construction Inc.

Crushed Stone, Lime & Ready Mix 
608-987-2967 • 608-987-2403

St. Mary’s Cemetery 
St. Paul’s Cemetery

Plots Available
For Information Call

987-3421 

DR. PAUL E. GULER
DR. ERIN R. GULER 

CHIROPRACTOR
122 HIGH ST. • MINERAL POINT 

BRANCH OFFICE
PHONE: 987-2012  OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY

246 High Street 
Mineral Point, WI 53565

608-987-2973

Jim Burke  608-574-5268

327 Harris Street
Mineral Point, WI 53565

128 High St., Mineral Point 
Phone 987-2336  Emergency 987-3668 

Serving Mineral Point Since 1905

Poad Oil Company, Inc.
 

*Gasoline *Home Heating Oil 
* Diesel Fuel Oil *Motor Oil

Office: 608-987-3282

Auto Body, Inc.
MARKLEIN 608-935-5171 

888-295-8963
• Auto Glass • Collision & Paint Specialists 

• Laser Frame & Unibody Measuring 
• Leer Toppers

110 East Leffler 
Dodgeville, WI 53533

“For the BEST in Auto Body Repair”

COFFEEHOUSE
& CAFÉ

43 HIGH ST.

MINERAL POINT

MIDWAY BAR & GRILLMIDWAY BAR & GRILL

140 High St.        987-4309140 High St.        987-4309

Best Pizza Best Pizza 
In Town!In Town!

608.924.1505 • 102 Commerce St. • Barneveld
KunesBarneveld.comLifetime Warranty 

on all new… 
One Year on 
most used! 

See dealer for details.

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827


