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Fr. Santos ’Sunny’ Castillo — FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

MUSINGS ON THE EPIPHANY STORY 

The arrival of the wise men from the East marks the completion of the Christmas tableau.  Now, all the 

characters of the story are in the scene, and the Christmas story reaches its happy conclusion.  It is time to 

gaze and silently think at what the scene tells us, what each of the characters symbolize to us.  How does 

this nativity scene inspire us in our Christianity? 

Let me share some of mine… 

Since it’s the Epiphany, I want to begin with THE THREE MAGI.  In his last year’s Epiphany homily, Pope 

Francis talked about the three symbolic actions of the Magi this way: their eyes are raised to the heavens, 

their feet are journeying on the earth, and their hearts are bowed in adoration.  These three dispositions 

are great insights for all of us.  We need to look up and seek the higher things, to aim for eternal, heavenly 

truths and virtues.  At the same time, we remain fixed on the ground and live out as witness in this world 

the higher heavenly things that we discover on the way.  Our faith is meant to be lived in this earthly 

pilgrimage, and every Christian is called to be present in the world.  All these are always and forevermore 

motivated to praise the Lord and glorify Him, just like the Magi adored God on the way until they saw the 

Christ Child and adored Him with their gifts.   

The LITTLE BABY JESUS is always a source of delight at what God has done.  This is the plot twist of the 

history of salvation.  Who would have had the divine genius to think about the idea that God is born to us 

as a child?  But God, in His Infinite Wisdom, deems it most fitting to His plan that the Son must be born 

into the world to redeem the world and bring it back to the arms of His Father.  This redemptive work of 

the Child unfolds from the manger.  How wonderful indeed.  Whenever I see a little baby, I have this sense 

of curiosity as to what God might have planned for his/her future.  As I gaze upon the Baby Jesus in the 

manger, I am delighted by the privilege that we, people of faith, know the ending, and understand what 

this Child would accomplish by being born into this world.   

I look at the SHEPHERDS and I am reminded of an experience I had in Bethlehem back in 2022.  We just 

finished visiting the Shepherds’ Field where we prayed and sang Christmas songs when I saw a young boy 

dressed in a shepherd’s costume carrying a little lamb.  I was so delighted by the little boy, he looked like 

a vision from God, and my heart felt this great joy and gratitude, as if God was telling me, reminding me, 

of His enduring love.  The shepherds that first heard the proclamation of the angels were the lowly 

nobodies of those times.  They were simple folks who prepared the lambs for the big feast in Jerusalem.  

They did the dirty work.  They did the hard part of the Feast of Passover to make sure that the lambs are 

unblemished.  Then here they are, in this scene, the lowly ones, for whom Jesus was born.  He chose their 

company.  This tells us how God is close to the humble and the lowly, because God Himself is a God of 

humility.   

Finally, I just want to pay attention to JOSEPH, the quiet man who simply was told to obey and go along 

with the plan.  All of this was not his idea, but he lovingly succumbed and embraced the role of foster 

father to the Little Child.  Great sacrifice was going to be asked of him, including uprooting himself from 

Nazareth to eventually escape to Egypt, just to make sure that the child and his mother were safe.  What a 

man!  He may have simply desired to live quietly by marrying Mary, but he had no idea that he would play 

such a crucial role in the story of salvation.  He was to be the steward of the great sign of heaven: a virgin 

would bear a son and He will be called Emmanuel, i.e., God-with-us.  And he did it with graciousness and 

true love not only for Mary but also for the Child Jesus.   

There are many things to see and think about in the Nativity Scene.  As we come to the final days of 

Christmas, I thank God for having been given the opportunity to celebrate this one with you.  God is good, 

and Christmas is beautiful.  Let’s carry its spirit for the rest of this new year.  And so before we put away 

our Christmas decorations, let me say to you one final time this year:  MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 

NEW YEAR!  God bless us all.  

With gratitude for what has been, 

 

Fr.  Sunny Castillo 
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Prayer Ministry 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Mass Offered For    Requested By 

SUNDAY, January 5 

7:15AM  St. Michael Parishioners 

9:00AM + Vinnie Nedrow   Jim & Marie Jensen 

  + James Russell   Jen Hickey &   

           Rosary Group 

10:45AM + Steve Schultz   Laurie Winter 

 

MONDAY, January 6 

6:30AM + Carmella & Dan DeLeo Judy Augustine 

8:00AM + Thomas Sommerdyke  Mark & Colleen 

            Schmitt 

 

TUESDAY, January 7 

6:30AM + Shirley Cosgrove  Katie Creed   

           Family 

8:00AM + Don Carani   Chalifoux &   

         Johnston Families 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 8 

6:30AM  Family Tree    S.M.S.A.B. 

     Generational Healing 

8:00AM + Kathleen Pichler  Sharon Thiese 

  + Ron Nilsson   Nilsson Family 

 

THURSDAY, January 9 

6:30AM + Patrick Kraft   Cabral Kraft Family 

8:00AM + Meredith Thomas  Scharnagle Family 

 

FRIDAY, January 10 

6:30AM + Margaret Mary Barz Bill & Cory Voller 

8:00AM + Walter Kania   Kania Family 

 

SATURDAY, January 11 

8:00AM + Joseph Labita   Boken Family 

5:00PM + James Russell   LaBelle Family 

 

SUNDAY, January 12 

7:15AM + Jerry LaGrow   Patty Schreiber 

9:00AM  St. Michael Parishioners 

  + Tom Ferguson   Family 

10:45AM + Steve Schultz   St. Michael Parish  

           Staff 
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Prayer Ministry 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL: 
John Adamek 
Elaine Adamek 
Eleanor Agan 
Teresa Aguilar 
Charles Baker 
Josu Beruete 
Peg Birt 
Steve Blagaich 
Marianne Bluhm 
Yecenia Bosley 
David Brummett 
Kathy Brummett 
Frank Cycenas 
Althea G. Dades 
Evan DeBock 
DePratt Family 
Lynn Dennis 
Lisa Fanucchi 
Joseph Fenton 
Carol Ferri 

Frank Ferri  
Teresa Fillman 
Theresa Fogarty 
Dale Foreman 
David Fountain 
Connor Giles 
Mary Ellen Giner 
Brice Grudzien 
Giancarlo Herrera  
Robert 
Hoppenstedt 
John Hyde 
Kathy Keller 
Miki Kern 
Maribeth Kerr 
Barbara 
Krzyzewski 
Paul Kubica 
Margaret Kuhn  
Barbara Lambke 

Al Liskey 
John Lisner 
Matthew Lisner 
Andja Lozancic 
George Lozancic 
Theresa Lozano 
Juan T. Lozano, Jr. 
Robert Mucerino 
Cathy McGuire 
Joanne Metoyer 
Nancy 
Mackowiak 
James Oliver 
Joan Peters 
Victoria Holmen 
Peterson 
Ray Reynertson 
Rita Richards 
Margaret Riggs 
Jon Riley 

Sheryl Rutkowski 
Mike Sambo 
Anne Marie 
Schneider 
Jan Seimetz 
Tobias Siennetts 
Ann Smith  
Jacek Sowinski 
Stroner Family 
Dominic Thomas 
Cindy Tory 
Andrew Valadka 
Carole Weber 
The Wulffe 
Family 
Eileen Yanan 
Sr. Mary Clarine             
Young, SND 
Greta Zilch 

To inform us of an illness or hospitalization of a parishioner or family 
member, call the Parish Office at (630) 665-2250 to add or remove a 
name.  Due to privacy laws and family preferences, the names of the 

sick and the deceased can only be published in the bulletin with 
specific consent and request of the patient or their immediate family. 

 

VOCATIONS PRAYER CALENDAR 

January 5 — January 12 

1/5 Fr. Ryan Adorjan 

Fr. James Antiporek 

1/6 Deacon Rodger Accardi 

Deacon Daniel Aderholdt 

Deacon Ciro Afeltra 

Deacon Albert Agurkis 

Deacon Mark Armamentos 

1/7 Vocations Office 

1/8 Fr. Tomy Chellakandathil C.M.I. 

Fr. Jose Kadukunnel C.M.I. 

1/9 Fr. Joseph Kappilumakkal Mathai C.M.I. 

Fr. Thomas Theneth C.M.I. 

1/10 Sr. Camino Fernandez 

Sr. Mary Grace Kuppe 

Sr. Carmen Miravalles 

Sr. Mary Villar OSA 

1/11 Fr. Vernon Arseneau 

Fr. Lee Bacchi 

1/12 Fr. Raed Bader 

Fr. Jared Rutnicki 
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Around the Parish 

Steubenville-Joliet                       

Catholic Youth Conference 

June 27-29, 2025 

One Weekend.  Eternal Impact.   

 

Steubenville Youth 

Conferences are where 

teens experience a life-

changing encounter 

with Christ and leave as 

transformed  

disciple-makers. 

Catholic Heart 

Workcamp 

June 15-20, 2025  

Montague, MI 

 

Ready to commit to a 

weeklong Mission Adventure? 

Open to all current 8th-12th 

grade students.  
 

 

 

For more information, scan the QR 

Code or  go to 

www.stmichaelcommunity.org/

outreach  

mailto:dladerholdt@gmail.com
https://www.stmichaelcommunity.org/outreach
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Around the Parish 
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Around the Parish 
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Around the Diocese 
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Parish Support 

 

Bulletin Submission Due Dates                            

& Requirements 

 

January 19th Due:  Friday, January 10th 

January 26th Due:  Friday, January 17th 
 

Send to: communications@stmichaelcommunity.org 

Please send content that can be used in a 1/4 & 1/2 

page format, as full-page space is limited.  

Never Miss A Bulletin!! 
 

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin 
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com 

PARKING — In an effort to accommodate 
our seniors and members with special 

needs, we ask you to refrain from parking   
In the main parking lot adjacent to the 

church/school and the parish office 
parking lot during Church services. 

 

mailto:communications@stmichaelcommunity.org
http://www.parishesonline.com
https://stmichaelcommunity.org/donate
https://stmichaelcommunity.org/
https://www.freewill.com/dioceseofjoliet
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Accepting New Patients

300 S. West Street, Ste. 1 
Wheaton. IL  60187 

 
630/665-0650

www.WestWillowDental.com

Murphy Roofing
WE WORK YEAR ROUND 

on all types of roofs

Free Estimates
Call Tom

495-2362

• LICENSED 
• BONDED 
• INSURED

Listen To 
Catholic Radio 

930 AM • 950 AM

David L. Carlson, DDS
COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

653-9002
610 E. Roosevelt, Rd., Wheaton

JIM DHAMER 
PLUMBING

Water Heaters - Standard & Tankless 
Sinks, Tubs, Toilets, Faucets 

Sump Pumps & Backup Systems 
Lic. # 055-008346

630-964-2222

PATRICK A. PECORA, D.D.S.

JENNIFER J. LANGNER, D.D.S., ABDSM

DAVID W. ZAREMBA, D.D.S

586 DUANE ST., #301, GLEN ELLYN, IL 60137� (630) 469-0296

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL
 RESIDENTIAL
FREE ESTIMATE

Joseph Fese, President 
Phone (630) 530-5944

Master 
Installers

Lic #104000585

 Mark Schmitt 
 Parishioner

LANDSCAPE COMPANY
Landscape Design  

Construction • Maintenance
630/469-0607

Firewood - Pickup or Delivery 
(630) 653-4444

 

 

Ed Downey, President & Parishioner | (630) 233-6060

Get your  
complimentary  

Retirement Analysis at:   
www.DowneyFG.com

630-663-1444

Dave Deutsch 
Plumbing

Residential Service 
& Remodeling

No Job Too Big or Small

Lic. 058138249� (630) 393-9991

LTH Accounting and Tax Services P.C.
Lori T. Henert

Certified Public Accountant, Quickbooks Pro Advisor
Database Administration & Custom Reporting

(630) 846-0124 
Fax: (630) 344-0939      lori@lthaccounting.com

EXPERIENCED WITH  
ALL AGES AND LEVELS

MICHAEL FRITSCHMICHAEL FRITSCH      
Pianist-Teacher Pianist-Teacher 

Doctor of Music Northwestern U.Doctor of Music Northwestern U.
Contact me at: dr.fritsch4@gmail.comContact me at: dr.fritsch4@gmail.com

We are about excellence!

  
  

  
  

630-665-3317

  
  

Complimentary Exam

Professor of Orthodontics, U. Illinois, 2005 - 17
‘In-Network’ Insurance Savings!!!

  
  

www.centraldupageortho.com 
300 S. West Street - Wheaton 

23

PARISHIONERPARISHIONER

Veterans White Glove Cleaning Services 
Veteran Owned Company Since 2014 

• FREE Residential & Commercial Estimates • Fully Insured • FREE Residential & Commercial Estimates • Fully Insured 

• One time or regularly scheduled cleaning • You tell us what needs cleaning and how often! • One time or regularly scheduled cleaning • You tell us what needs cleaning and how often! 

• Move-In, Move-Out, Spring Cleaning, Virus Sanitation including for COVID 19 or SARS-COV2• Move-In, Move-Out, Spring Cleaning, Virus Sanitation including for COVID 19 or SARS-COV2

As a veteran it was an honor to serve our country; now it would be my honor to serve your cleaning and sanitizing needs

630-999-9443  
www.veteranswhiteglovecleaning.us  

Find us on BBB.org/chicago  

Veterans & Senior DiscountsVeterans & Senior Discounts

With over 40 years of combined experience, 
our mission is to provide our close neighbors in 

Wheaton, Glen Ellyn, Winfield and more with honest, 
affordable and reliable chimney and fireplace 

services. Call today to book your appointment!

(773) 999-8131 
www.ignitechimney.com

Mention St. Michael Church to receive  
$30 off your cleaning and inspection!  

• FREE ESTIMATES AVAILABLE •

4 Maintenance 
4 Repair  
4 Installation

324 E. Roosevelt Rd. • Wheaton
(630) 649-4150 | https://maxsonhvac.com/

LOCALLY OWNED  
& OPERATED

Western DuPage  
Legal Services, LLC 
• REAL ESTATE ATTORNEYS • 

davidcoghlan70@gmail.com 

(630) 761-1000

David Coghlan 
Parishioner

 

Wheaton
116 W Willow Ave 

(630) 668-0197
SmileDoctors.com

Dr. Laurie Stache, DDS, MS

Schedule a FREE
consultation today!

         ON441 Pleasant Hill Road • Wheaton, IL          www.borterheating.com

Residential 
& Commercial

Sales | Service | Parts

(630) 668-5885      

Registered Representative offering Securities through American Portfolios Financial Services, Inc. 
Member: FINRA, SIPC. Investment Advisory products/services are offered through American 

Portfolios Advisors Inc., an SEC Registered Investment Advisor. Fisch Financial is independent of 
American Portfolios Financial Services Inc and American Portfolios Advisors Inc.

Wealth Management & Tax Services

St. Michael Parishioner and School Parent

DAVID FISCHESSER, EA

630-346-3302

dave@fischfinancial.com

www.fischfinancial.com�

p

e

w
H

St. Michael Parishioner and School Parent

DA

F I N A N C I A L
FISCH

JOHNSON COLLECTING
BRETT JOHNSON - OWNER

CASH FOR  
BASEBALL, FOOTBALL,  
BASKETBALL CARDS 

CALL OR TEXT:  
630-890-3136
CASH PAID FOR ANY  

SPORTS MEMORABILIA

Thank You 
to the St. Michael’s community and School 

for the Support and Patronage.
We’re Grateful!

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/IL

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

NEW CAROL STREAM LOCATION

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

630-668-0027 phone 
304 N. Main Street, Wheaton, IL 60187 

565 Randy Road, Carol Stream, IL 60188

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

hultgrenfh.com

 
 

 

 

 

pp
12-31-25 M

HELP WANTED: Full or Part time - Cashier or Stock Positions 
Apply at: www.Salsbeverageworld.com

ANY Wine purchase 
over $10

12-31-25 M
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Michael A. Kipp, MD
Pediatric Ophthalmology

Parishioner   630-668-8250

St. Michael’s 
Cemetery

NICHES & LOTS AVAILABLE 

630-752-1730

 
• Heating/Air Conditioning • DDC Controls • Design/Build 

• Proces Heating • Preventive Maintenance 
• National & Regional Service

Mike Devito | Sales Engineer 
708-774-0582 Cell 

devitom@aircomfort.com | www.aircomfort.com

JACK’S 
Painting, Wallpaper,  

Tile & Trim Carpentry 
Handyman

(630) 272-3010
Insured                                 Parishioner

www.mathyslaw.com 
(630) 428-4040 

Attorney Colin F Diamond, 
Parishioner

PAULA SCHATZ, SFR, SRES, CSC 
Real Estate Broker 

630-251-5155
paula@realtyexecutives.com

Visit us at www.PAULASCHATZ.com 
for more information or to start your home search!

High Quality at a Reasonable Price.
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED
Parish Member

AZelectricalCo.com 

FREE Estimates

(630) 423-7880

Energy Miser Hot Water Heaters 
 Bradford White Water Heaters

Bob Bollweg Plumbing, Inc.
Parishioner     Wheaton     668-2881

“We Treat YOU As We’d Like To Be Treated”
Complete Service Work & Remodeling Our Specialty

(877) 332-9417 • CovLivingWindsorPark.org

Senior living, 
with promise.

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

(630) 663-1444

Sunday-Thursday              Friday Saturday
4pm-9pm                                  4pm-10pm

Opayiamas.com • 630-668-8866
133 West Front St • Downtown Wheaton

INSURE CAREFULLY,  
DREAM FEARLESSLY.
CALL (847) 885-4333 TODAY  
TO SEE HOW I CAN HELP  
PROTECT WHAT MATTERS MOST.

Bushman Agency Inc. 
Amy Bushman, Agent 

abushman@amfam.com 
bushmanagencyinc.com

AUTO  /  HOME  /  LIFE  /  BUSINESS

414 Pennsylvania Ave. ~ Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 
(630) 858-0850 ~ www.smilingfaces.net

Tutoring 

52 yrs. Experience
Grammar | Vocabulary | Reading

Grades 5-9 

Friendly Times at Wheaton Library
Peggy Flynn • 630-668-4387 • PFlynn63@hotmail.com

Williams - Kampp
Funeral Home & Cremations

430 E. Roosevelt Road, Wheaton, IL 60187
630-668-0016 • www.williams-kampp.com 

Our family has been serving your families since 1863

(630) 742-0371
evergreenlandscapingus.com

Landscape Design/Lighting • Tree Service

630-681-4544
500 Wyndemere Circle 

Wheaton, IL 60187
• On site physicians and specialists 
• Licensed nursing staff on site 24/7

*In-Network with Most Insurance Plans* | Parishioner

Danielle Kerger, DDS
279 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137

630.984.4050
kergerfamilydental.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Mark Olech

molech@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5965

Agnieszka Johnson
Broker| Realtor
630.550.6343
JohnsonARealtor@gmail.com

Zograf Realty Office 773.807.3129
zografrealty.com
415 W. Golf Rd. #7
Arlington Heights IL 60005


