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Fr. Santos ’Sunny’ Castillo — FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

EMBRACING LENT IN PRAYER,  

FASTING AND ALMSGIVING 
 

A Blessed Lenten Season, my dear St. Michael parish family!  Every year, we journey this special 

season beginning with Ash Wednesday and concluding with the Holy Triduum.  When we look back at 

the many times we have observed this season, can we say that it has helped us become better 

followers of Jesus?  Has Lent ever really made a difference in our Christianity? 

Whatever your answer is, this year’s Lent offers us another opportunity to embrace the solemn 

devotions and practices of the season.  And as we have heard the Gospel message on Ash 

Wednesday, there are indeed three areas that we can focus on: prayer, fasting and almsgiving.   

Through prayer, we seek the presence of God more intimately, allowing Him to shape our hearts.  

This season particularly invites us to traditional devotions like the Stations of the Cross, which we 

pray here at St. Michael every Friday at 7:00 PM.  We also are invited to pray our sorrow for our sins 

through penitential prayers like the seven penitential psalms found in the Bible:  Psalm 6, Psalm 

32, Psalm 38, Psalm 51, Psalm 102, Psalm 130 and Psalm 143. Penitential psalms make fitting 

prayers for the repentant sinner during the season of Lent.  There are many other prayer forms that 

are used during this season, including the meditation on the Seven Last Words of Jesus Christ, the 

reading of the Passion, and most of all, the celebration of the holy mass focusing on the spiritual 

themes of the season.   

Through fasting, we discipline our desires, reminding ourselves that man does not live by bread 

alone but by every word from the mouth of God.  Abstaining from meat on Fridays is a way of 

sacrifice.  Although it is not required by the church anymore, it is encouraged that those who are 

able, should fast on Fridays as well.  But there are many other observances of sacrifices, including the 

usual tradition of “giving up something for Lent” which when taken seriously can really teach us the 

value of self-control, of making a sacrificial offering to God for the atonement of sin, and to focus on 

spiritual virtues and habits of holiness.   

Through almsgiving, we extend His mercy to those in need, embodying His love in the world.  At the 

heart of almsgiving is the focus on generosity of spirit, which is done “in imitatio Dei” – that is, in the 

spirit of God’s generosity for humanity by giving us His Son to redeem the world.  We become like God 

through our acts of almsgiving, of generosity toward others especially the poor and the needy.  I 

appreciate the fact that it is in the beginning of the Lenten Season that we launch the Diocesan Catholic 

Ministries Annual Appeal, because that is indeed an opportunity to extend our generosity to others, 

through the ministry of the Catholic Church of Joliet.  We impact so many areas of giving by giving 

support to this one diocesan cause.  In other ways of looking, almsgiving is also expressed through 

random acts of kindness, the giving of our goodness, loving hearts, good will towards others.  These are 

equally if not even more meaningful ways of imitating God’s action during lent. 

As we enter this sacred season of Lent, let us not treat it as mere tradition but as a divine invitation 

to renewal. Lent is a time of grace, a season to turn our hearts back to God with greater fervor, 

humility, and love. It is a journey of repentance, reflection, and transformation—a time to strip away 

distractions and fix our gaze upon Christ, who gave Himself for our salvation. 

Let this be a season where we die to sin and rise to new life. Let us not grow weary but embrace 

these forty days with purpose, knowing that beyond the cross lies the victory of the Resurrection. 

Christ calls us to walk with Him — will we answer? Now is the time for renewal. Now is the time for 

conversion. Let us walk in faith together here at saint Michael during this holy season.             

With my Lenten devotion, 

 

Fr. Sunny Castillo  
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Prayer Ministry 
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Prayer Ministry 

John Adamek 
Elaine Adamek 
Eleanor Agan 
Teresa Aguilar 
Charles Baker 
Josu Beruete 
Peg Birt 
Steve Blagaich 
Marianne Bluhm 
Yecenia Bosley 
David Brummett 
Kathy Brummett 
Frank Cycenas 
Althea G. Dades 
Evan DeBock 
DePratt Family 
Lynn Dennis 
Lisa Fanucchi 
Joseph Fenton 
Carol Ferri 
Frank Ferri  
Teresa Fillman 
Theresa Fogarty 
Dale Foreman 

David Fountain 
Connor Giles 
Mary Ellen Giner 
Brice Grudzien 
Giancarlo Herrera  
Robert Hoppenstedt 
John Hyde 
Kathy Keller 
Miki Kern 
Maribeth Kerr 
Barbara Krzyzewski 
Paul Kubica 
Margaret Kuhn  
Barbara Lambke 
Al Liskey 
Andja Lozancic 
George Lozancic 
Theresa Lozano 
Juan T. Lozano, Jr. 
Robert Mucerino 
Cathy McGuire 
Joanne Metoyer 
Nancy Mackowiak 
James Oliver 

Bill Parrilli 
Joan Peters 
Victoria Holmen 
Peterson 
Ray Reynertson 
Margaret Riggs 
Jon Riley 
Sheryl Rutkowski 
Mike Sambo 
Anne Marie Schneider 
Jan Seimetz 
Tobias Siennetts 
Ann Smith  
Jacek Sowinski 
Stroner Family 
Mary Ann Timoney 
Dominic Thomas 
Cindy Tory 
Andrew Valadka 
The Wulffe Family 
Sr. Mary Clarine             
Young, SND 
Greta Zilch 

To inform us of an illness or hospitalization of a parishioner or family 
member, call the Parish Office at (630) 665-2250 to add or remove a 
name.  Due to privacy laws and family preferences, the names of the 

sick and the deceased can only be published in the bulletin with 
specific consent and request of the patient or their immediate family. 

 

 

 

Lori Promenschenkel 

(Sister of Lisa Jost) 

 

Dennis Hagedorn 

 

Gary Saccomanno 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Mass Offered For     Requested By 
SUNDAY, March 9 
7:15AM + Anton Dschida   Bruce & Kathy Dudzik 
9:00AM  St. Michael Parishioners 
   Cindy Tory    Nancy Hughes 
10:45AM + Penny Butler   Pierce - Bible Study 
           Group 
 

MONDAY, March 10 
6:30AM + LaVern Gardner   Anita Elbe 
8:00AM + Steve Schultz   Jim & Mary Beth Theiss 
 

TUESDAY, March 11 
6:30AM + Jack Quinn    Family 
8:00AM + Phyllis Holmen   Hauke Family 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 12 
6:30AM + Gregory Devane   Bill & Peg Matte 
8:00AM + Geri Nowakowski  Gryniewicz Family 
  + Ron Kaiser    Jim & Laura Kaiser 
 

THURSDAY, March 13 
6:30AM + Karen Glenn    Pachi Tomasa 
8:00AM + Luke Benedict Harkins Wednesday Rosary 
           Group 
 

FRIDAY, March 14 
6:30AM + Pennamma Chettiath  Sunny Chettiath 
8:00AM + Mary Beck    Mike & Donna Thomas 
 

SATURDAY, March 15 
8:00AM + John Edward Kaindl  The Wiebkings 
5:00PM + Mary Louise Beck  Niece Martha 
 

SUNDAY, March 16 
7:15AM  Paxton Rice    Family 
9:00AM + Theresa Allen   Barbara Todd 
  + Brett Holte    Draths Family 
10:45AM  St. Michael Parishioners 

 

VOCATIONS PRAYER CALENDAR 

March 9 — March 16 

3/9 Deacon Joseph Cuzzone 

Deacon Donald Cyr 

Deacon Joseph Dalpiaz 

3/10 Deacon Daniel Danahey 

Deacon Daniel Defino 

Deacon Steven DeSitter 

3/11 Fr. Gerald Watt CR 

Fr. Marion Wroblewski CR 

3/12 Fr. James Dvorscak 

3/13 Sr. Cindy Langlois 

Sr. Frances McCarron 

Sr. Barbara Nelson IBVM 

3/14 Sr. Julie Stapleton 

Sr. Mary Lou Wicislo IBVM 

3/15 Fr. Stephen Eickhoff 

Fr. Herbert Essig 

3/16 Deacon Michael Doyle 

Deacon Robert Duncan 

Deacon William Dunn 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL: 



. 

 

MARCH 9, 2025                                                                                  FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT | PAGE 5 

Around the Parish 
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Around the Parish 
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Steubenville-Joliet  Catholic 

Youth Conference 

June 27-29, 2025 

One Weekend.  Eternal Impact.   

 

Steubenville Youth Conferences are where 

teens experience a life-changing encounter 

with Christ and leave as transformed  

disciple-makers. 

 

Faith Formation 

Catholic Heart Workcamp 

June 15-20, 2025 

Montague, MI 
 

Ready to commit to a weeklong           

Mission Adventure? 

Open to all current 8th-12th grade students.  

 

For more information, scan the QR Code 

or go to 

www.stmichaelcommunity.org/outreach  

 

https://www.stmichaelcommunity.org/outreach
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Around the Diocese 
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Parish Support 

 

Bulletin Submission Due Dates                            

& Requirements 

 

March 23rd Due:  Friday, March 14th 

March 30th Due:  Friday, March 21st  
 

Send to: communications@stmichaelcommunity.org 

Please send content that can be used in a 1/4 & 1/2 

page format, as full-page space is limited.  

 

Stewards Blessed 

“I have now brought you the first fruits of the 

products of the soil which you, O Lord, have given 

to me.” - DEUTERONOMY 26:10 

This line from the Old Testament offers two 

challenges. First, do you give to God from your 

“first fruits” - the first and best that you have to 

offer? Or do you give from what you have leftover? 

Second, do you realize that everything you have 

and that everything you are has been given to you 

by God? We aren’t owners of anything, we are 

merely Stewards of God’s gifts. Pray for a grateful 

and generous heart, every day, in all circumstances. 

Monthly Stewardship Report 

 Feb 2025 YTD 

Offertory Budget    $ 155,000   $1,287,000  

Offertory Actual    $ 149,897   $1,313,621  

Total Over (Under) < $     5,103>  $     26,621 

   

Major Maintenance  $       1,162   $     18,825  

St. Michael Needy Fund  $       2,674   $     24,509  

   

 

LEAD Project Update 

Pledged  $ 1,786,543   

Collected  $ 1,690,222   

Never Miss A Bulletin!! 
 

Sign up to have our weekly parish 
bulletin emailed to you at 
www.parishesonline.com 

PARKING — In an effort to accommodate  
our seniors and members with special needs, 
we ask you to refrain from parking in the main 
parking lot adjacent to the church/school and 
the parish office parking lot during church services. 

Donating Made Easier! 

Enroll in WeShare! 

 

Scan the QR code with your phone’s 

camera and tap on the pop up link which 

will bring you to our website for one-

time or recurring online donations or go 

to our website at 

https://www.stmichaelcommunity.org/donate  

mailto:communications@stmichaelcommunity.org
http://www.parishesonline.com
https://www.stmichaelcommunity.org/donate
https://www.stmichaelcommunity.org/donate
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Accepting New Patients

300 S. West Street, Ste. 1 
Wheaton. IL  60187 

 
630/665-0650

www.WestWillowDental.com

Murphy Roofing
WE WORK YEAR ROUND 

on all types of roofs

Free Estimates
Call Tom

495-2362

• LICENSED 
• BONDED 
• INSURED

Listen To 
Catholic Radio 

930 AM • 950 AM

David L. Carlson, DDS
COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

653-9002
610 E. Roosevelt, Rd., Wheaton

JIM DHAMER 
PLUMBING

Water Heaters - Standard & Tankless 
Sinks, Tubs, Toilets, Faucets 

Sump Pumps & Backup Systems 
Lic. # 055-008346

630-964-2222

PATRICK A. PECORA, D.D.S.

JENNIFER J. LANGNER, D.D.S., ABDSM

DAVID W. ZAREMBA, D.D.S

586 DUANE ST., #301, GLEN ELLYN, IL 60137� (630) 469-0296

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL
 RESIDENTIAL
FREE ESTIMATE

Joseph Fese, President 
Phone (630) 530-5944

Master 
Installers

Lic #104000585

 Mark Schmitt 
 Parishioner

LANDSCAPE COMPANY
Landscape Design  

Construction • Maintenance
630/469-0607

Firewood - Pickup or Delivery 
(630) 653-4444

 

 

Ed Downey, President & Parishioner | (630) 233-6060

Get your  
complimentary  

Retirement Analysis at:   
www.DowneyFG.com

630-663-1444

Dave Deutsch 
Plumbing

Residential Service 
& Remodeling

No Job Too Big or Small

Lic. 058138249� (630) 393-9991

LTH Accounting and Tax Services P.C.
Lori T. Henert

Certified Public Accountant, Quickbooks Pro Advisor
Database Administration & Custom Reporting

(630) 846-0124 
Fax: (630) 344-0939      lori@lthaccounting.com

EXPERIENCED WITH  
ALL AGES AND LEVELS

MICHAEL FRITSCHMICHAEL FRITSCH      
Pianist-Teacher Pianist-Teacher 

Doctor of Music Northwestern U.Doctor of Music Northwestern U.
Contact me at: dr.fritsch4@gmail.comContact me at: dr.fritsch4@gmail.com

We are about excellence!

  
  

  
  

630-665-3317

  
  

Complimentary Exam

Professor of Orthodontics, U. Illinois, 2005 - 17
‘In-Network’ Insurance Savings!!!

  
  

www.centraldupageortho.com 
300 S. West Street - Wheaton 

23

PARISHIONERPARISHIONER

Veterans White Glove Cleaning Services 
Veteran Owned Company Since 2014 

• FREE Residential & Commercial Estimates • Fully Insured • FREE Residential & Commercial Estimates • Fully Insured 

• One time or regularly scheduled cleaning • You tell us what needs cleaning and how often! • One time or regularly scheduled cleaning • You tell us what needs cleaning and how often! 

• Move-In, Move-Out, Spring Cleaning, Virus Sanitation including for COVID 19 or SARS-COV2• Move-In, Move-Out, Spring Cleaning, Virus Sanitation including for COVID 19 or SARS-COV2

As a veteran it was an honor to serve our country; now it would be my honor to serve your cleaning and sanitizing needs

630-999-9443  
www.veteranswhiteglovecleaning.us  

Find us on BBB.org/chicago  

Veterans & Senior DiscountsVeterans & Senior Discounts

4 Maintenance 
4 Repair  
4 Installation

324 E. Roosevelt Rd. • Wheaton
(630) 649-4150 | https://maxsonhvac.com/

LOCALLY OWNED  
& OPERATED

 

Wheaton
116 W Willow Ave 

(630) 668-0197
SmileDoctors.com

Dr. Laurie Stache, DDS, MS

Schedule a FREE
consultation today!

         ON441 Pleasant Hill Road • Wheaton, IL          www.borterheating.com

Residential 
& Commercial

Sales | Service | Parts

(630) 668-5885      

Registered Representative offering Securities through American Portfolios Financial Services, Inc. 
Member: FINRA, SIPC. Investment Advisory products/services are offered through American 

Portfolios Advisors Inc., an SEC Registered Investment Advisor. Fisch Financial is independent of 
American Portfolios Financial Services Inc and American Portfolios Advisors Inc.

Wealth Management & Tax Services

St. Michael Parishioner and School Parent

DAVID FISCHESSER, EA

630-346-3302

dave@fischfinancial.com

www.fischfinancial.com�

p

e

w
H

St. Michael Parishioner and School Parent

DA

F I N A N C I A L
FISCH

JOHNSON COLLECTING
BRETT JOHNSON - OWNER

CASH FOR  
BASEBALL, FOOTBALL,  
BASKETBALL CARDS 

CALL OR TEXT:  
630-890-3136
CASH PAID FOR ANY  

SPORTS MEMORABILIA

Thank You 
to the St. Michael’s community and School 

for the Support and Patronage.
We’re Grateful!

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

NEW CAROL STREAM LOCATION

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

630-668-0027 phone 
304 N. Main Street, Wheaton, IL 60187 

565 Randy Road, Carol Stream, IL 60188

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

hultgrenfh.com

 
 

 

 

 

pp
12-31-25 M

HELP WANTED: Full or Part time - Cashier or Stock Positions 
Apply at: www.Salsbeverageworld.com

ANY Wine purchase 
over $10

12-31-25 M

630-681-4544
500 Wyndemere Circle 

Wheaton, IL 60187
• On site physicians and specialists 
• Licensed nursing staff on site 24/7

Free Shuttle Service
Mention Ad for a 10% 
Parishioner Discount*

*Up to $100
1650 N Neltnor Blvd

West Chicago

Fixing cars, driving joy

630-491-8321

Serving the Wheaton & Glen Ellyn
Community for Over 30 Years

630-665-2876
www.berthelelectric.com
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Michael A. Kipp, MD
Pediatric Ophthalmology

Parishioner   630-668-8250

St. Michael’s 
Cemetery

NICHES & LOTS AVAILABLE 

630-752-1730

 
• Heating/Air Conditioning • DDC Controls • Design/Build 

• Proces Heating • Preventive Maintenance 
• National & Regional Service

Mike Devito | Sales Engineer 
708-774-0582 Cell 

devitom@aircomfort.com | www.aircomfort.com

JACK’S 
Painting, Wallpaper,  

Tile & Trim Carpentry 
Handyman

(630) 272-3010
Insured                                 Parishioner

www.mathyslaw.com 
(630) 428-4040 

Attorney Colin F Diamond, 
Parishioner

PAULA SCHATZ, SFR, SRES, CSC 
Real Estate Broker 

630-251-5155
paula@realtyexecutives.com

Visit us at www.PAULASCHATZ.com 
for more information or to start your home search!

Energy Miser Hot Water Heaters 
 Bradford White Water Heaters

Bob Bollweg Plumbing, Inc.
Parishioner     Wheaton     668-2881

“We Treat YOU As We’d Like To Be Treated”
Complete Service Work & Remodeling Our Specialty

(877) 332-9417 • CovLivingWindsorPark.org

Senior living, 
with promise.

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

(630) 663-1444

INSURE CAREFULLY,  
DREAM FEARLESSLY.
CALL (847) 885-4333 TODAY  
TO SEE HOW I CAN HELP  
PROTECT WHAT MATTERS MOST.

Bushman Agency Inc. 
Amy Bushman, Agent 

abushman@amfam.com 
bushmanagencyinc.com

AUTO  /  HOME  /  LIFE  /  BUSINESS

414 Pennsylvania Ave. ~ Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 
(630) 858-0850 ~ www.smilingfaces.net

Tutoring 

52 yrs. Experience
Grammar | Vocabulary | Reading

Grades 5-9 

Friendly Times at Wheaton Library
Peggy Flynn • 630-668-4387 • PFlynn63@hotmail.com

Williams - Kampp
Funeral Home & Cremations

430 E. Roosevelt Road, Wheaton, IL 60187
630-668-0016 • www.williams-kampp.com 

Our family has been serving your families since 1863

*In-Network with Most Insurance Plans* | Parishioner

Danielle Kerger, DDS
279 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137

630.984.4050
kergerfamilydental.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Agnieszka Johnson
Broker| Realtor
630.550.6343
JohnsonARealtor@gmail.com

Zograf Realty Office 773.807.3129
zografrealty.com
415 W. Golf Rd. #7
Arlington Heights IL 60005

(630) 742-0371
evergreenlandscapingus.com

Landscape Design/Lighting • Tree Service


