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ST. BENEDICT PARISH
137 DEWEY AVE.
FONTANA, WI 53125

RECTORY/PARISH OFFICE

Phone.....coovurururunne 262-275-2480
FOX trirrrinininiiniinnnne 262-275-6426
Faith Formation Center 275-2993
Email ....... office@stbensparish.org
Website ......www.stbensparish.org

OFFICE HOURS
Mon-Thurs ........ 8:00 am - 3:00 pm

Friday......... 8:30 am - 12:00 pm
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday .cceceennccecenns 4:30 pm

Sunday......... 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Monday & Tuesday.......... 8:15 am

BAPTISMS
Third Sunday of every month

SACRAMENTS OF HEALING
RECONCILIATION:

Every Saturday During

Advent 9:00 am
Or by Appointment

ANOINTING

Last Saturday of the Month
Following Mass

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Tuesday after Mass until 11:00 am

PARISH GIVING REPORT
WEEKLY

COLLECTION REPORT FOR
DECEMBER 13, 2020 wiLL
APPEAR IN NEXT WEEKS

BULLETIN
Thank you for supporting
St. Benedict Parish

Mass Attendance....eeeeeeeeeennee. 290
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WORSHIP & MINISTRY SCHEDULES

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 19 4:30 pm For All Parishioners
Sunday, December 20 8:00 am T  John & Helen Donohue
T  John & Edith Tucker
10:30 am ¢ The Hoagland Family
Monday, December 21 8:15am T  Max Perenchio & Family

St. Peter Carisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church
Tuesday, December 22 8:15 am Special Intention in Honor of
Joyce Dreher
Wednesday, December 23
St. John Kanty, Priest

Thursday, December 24  4:00 pm For All Parishioners
6:00 pm For All Parishioners

Friday, December 25 9:00 am For All Parishioners
The Nativity of the Lord 11:00 am For All Parishioners
Saturday, December 26 4:30 pm For All Parishioners

St. Stephen, The First Martyr
Sunday, December 27 8:00am T  Merle Romenesko

LECTORS

Thursday, 12/24 4:00 pm J. Palmer
6:00 pm L. Psonak

Friday, 12/25 9:00 am B. Makovec
11:00 am P. Deiters

Saturday, 12/26 4:30 pm G. Hall

Sunday, 12/27 8:00 am P. Hollihan
10:30 am M. Frazier

Dear Parishioners,
Personally, and on behalf of our Pastoral Council and Staff,
| extend sincere Blessings to each of you this Christmas Day.

Christmas is a Joyous time. It is a time to say Thank you to God.
Several “Thank yous” are needed in our parish.
It takes countless hours of time and talent to provide good prayer experiences.
I would especially like to Thank:
The members of the Prayer and Worship Committee
All involved with the Art and Environment in our Church
Our Church Cleaning Crew — the Holy Dusters
Eucharistic Ministers
Readers
All involved in our Music Ministry
Ushers
Deacon Jim
And the parish staff
Lastly, a word of gratitude to each one of YOU!
| appreciate your prayers, financial support, volunteering and flexibility during
this time of pandemic.
Christmas blessings,
Stay safe and healthy...Fr. Mark




PARISH NEWS

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Maggie Barton
Connie Bradbury
Judy Burton
Cavin Family
Ann Catlow

Pete Catlow
Celia Chojnowski
Irene Ciskowski
Peggy Cokins
Suzanne Connors
Dennis Connors
Max Cothron
John Davies
Annie Frame

Lisa Friggle

Tom Gentile
Katie Grubba
Pat Haubold
Billie Hartmann

C.J. Heise

Glenna Horowicz
Thomas Janda
Kathleen Kaeppeler
Tanya Kasten

Tim Kenny

Joseph Koenig
LuAnn Langel
Margaret Leahy
Ryszard Lisiecki
Kathleen McGuire
Eric Marquardt
Judy Martin

Jack Mider

Donna Mistrata
Zachary Moritz
Kathy Munday
Arline Mundschau
Bernard Mundschau

Charlene O’Leary
John Palmer, Sr.
Kevin Palmer
Brianne Sanchez Carr
Diane Saxton
Martin Schmidt
Dolly Schneidwind
Beverly Schorsch
Kamille Shifflett
Gloria Soltero
Janice Stocking
Traynor Family
Roland VanEmpel
Zofia VanEmpel
Sue Varso

Mark Voltz

Nell Ward

Sophia Winn
Vincent Woodfield

Lord, also hold our troops in Your loving hands. Protect them as they
protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform
for us. We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord and Savior. Amen.

ASSISTIVE LISTENING
AVAILABLE HERE

Ask for a Sound Mate
Personal Listening System
Made by America’s leading manufacturer

of hearing instruments and professional
audio products, TELEX

THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday, December 21
Christmas Set up

Tuesday, December 22

Wednesday, December 23
Christmas Set up

Thursday, December 24
Friday, December 25
Merry Christmasl

Saturday, December 26
Sunday, December 27

Blessing of the Wreath: God of love, may this wreath and
its light remind us that Jesus came to save us from our sin.
Bless this wreath and all who gather around it as we
prepare our hearts to celebrate Christmas. Come, Lord
Jesus, bring hope, faith, and life to our world. Amen.
Week 4, Peace: Dear Jesus, you entered our world on
Christmas as the Prince of Peace. This Advent, as we strive to become the-best-
version-of-ourselves, fill us with a deep and abiding peace. Help us share that
peace with everyone we encounter, especially those who need it most. Amen.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Our sincerest thank you to all who donated to the St. Vincent de Paul Society - St. Benedict Conference this past year.
Through your generosity we have fed the hungry, sheltered the homeless, and helped many in our community who have
had to face both daily and extraordinary struggles this past year. Our phone is manned daily by a parish volunteer who
meets with the client in order to determine the best plan of action to assist with their needs. Lack of employment,
interrupted or loss of employment due to Covid, illness, transportation, domestic abuse, all are just some of the many
reasons our help was needed. When we were low on funds, you dug deep and gave generously.

May God bless each and everyone one of you with good health and a peace-filled, happy, holy Christmas.

We also thank the work of the Human Concerns Commission and the Giving Tree program which helped to provide gift
cards for 24 clients and their 65 children. The prospect of Christmas was made a little brighter for each of them.

Please continue to pray for all in our community who have needed assistance and for those who support and provide for

this special work.
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RED KETTLE
RINGERS NEEDED

St. Benedict’s still has one hour shifts to
fill for the Salvation Army Red Kettle
Drive. We ring the bell at
Daniels’s Sentry today,
December 20th. You stand
between the double doors. If you might
like to help, please call or text
Dianne Matteson at
262 903-7003.

God Bless and Thank you!

WEDDING BANNS

Il Eric Pachowitz, Melissa Ohr

REST IN PEACE

Melvin R. Sierakowski
Born: July 1, 1939
Died: December 7, 2020
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PARISH NEWS

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [2a]/
Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38

Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21 [1q; 3a]/
Lk 1:39-45

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd]/Lk 1:46-56

Wednesday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 /Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 [cf. Lk 21:28]/
Lk 1:57-66

Thursday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29
[2]/Lk 1:67-79

Friday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts 13:16-17,

22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25. Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3,
11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14. Dawn: Is 62:11-12/
Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7 /Lk 2:15-20. Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1,
2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14

Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/
Mt 10:17-22

Next Sunday:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]
or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [7a, 8a]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or
Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40

©LPj
WEEKLY REFLECTION

In Blaise Pascal’s work, Pensees, he says: “What else does this craving, and this
helplessness, proclaim but that there was once in man a true happiness, of which
all that now remains is the empty print and trace? This he tries in vain to fill with
everything around him, seeking in things that are not there the help he cannot find
in those that are, though none can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled only
with an infinite and immutable object; in other words by God himself.”

We have a difficult fime accepting that fulfillment and happiness are not achieved
by our own merits but through a relationship with God. We are hardwired for this
relationship and it is in our DNA. The simple fact is that we come from God and
are designed to return to God. If our beginning and our end define who we are,
why would we not want to seek the One who can truly satisfy? The world does not
realize that it is waiting. It is waiting for the birth of God in time, within one’s soul
and in eternity. We get so confused by seeking other momentary satisfactions that
we misinterpret the hunger within. We crave God.

The union of God and humanity, revealed in Jesus Christ, is precisely what sets us
on a straight path, orders our relationships, establishes proper focus and goals
and tells us whose kingdom we really are meant to serve. We are so lost. God is
with us. The prophet Nathan told this to King David, the angel said this to Mary
and the birth of Christ brings this Good News to us. We do not need to be busily
looking for more things but must learn to find contentment and blessing in the One
Presence. This is the beautiful simple message of Advent!

If you are feeling unsettled, anxious, angry, disgruntled, disconnected, unhappy,
worried, fearful, off center, becoming overly self-indulgent, unable to spend time
alone and without distraction, then there’s a good chance you are lost. Now is the
time to allow God to find you! Ponder the holy simplicity of Mary’s call to be the
Mother of God. “Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your word.” When we are helpless and at home with our emptiness,
God will fill us. Our Savior has come.

©LPi



PARISH NEWS

CHRISTMAS MASS RESERVATIONS

The decision has been made to take reservations for all the Christmas Masses. Our
goal is to try to ensure that everyone who would like to come to Mass will be able
to do so while maintaining social distancing and sanitizing protocols. We will have
a very limited number of walk-in spaces available.

If you are planning on attending please call 262-745-7996 to place your
reservation. Some important information to remember:

This is a private cell number so please do not call during very early or very late
hours.

Earlier in the year you were given confirmation within 24-48 hours. It will take
longer with the new system because you will be given your pew assignment with
your confirmation.

You will be asked

1.Which Mass you would like to attend; Christmas Eve 4:00 or 6:00 PM,
or Christmas Day 9:00 or 11:00 AM.

2. Family Name

3. How many in your household (We will need to know how many adults
(18 and older) and children (under 18) are in your group). One
household per reservation.

4. Email address (preferred for confirmation)

5. Phone number you can be most easily reached at

6. If you have any special needs such as accessible seating or assistive
hearing devices

Another change you will see for all Christmas Masses is that temperatures

will be taken. Please notify the parish office if you are a healthcare

professional and would be willing to take temperatures before the Mass

you will be attending.

Please try to be as flexible as possible. The first Mass on Christmas Eve is
always the most heavily attended. For instance, last year, there were
about 650 in attendance. All the other Masses were much lower. You may
want to consider attending at a different time. The voicemail will be
changed to reflect a capacity number has been reached at a specific
Mass.

We will have overflow seating in the downstairs hall with live streaming.
Communion will be distributed at the entrance doors to the hall. We will
also let you know on the voicemail if the church is full and your seating
will be in the hall.

If after receiving confirmation for your pew assignment you are unable to
attend, please call or email liturgy@ stbensparish.org so we can give
your seat to someone else.

We ask that you please bear with us during this unprecedented time. Thank you
so much for being flexible for your fellow parishioners, ushers, and parish staff!

Many Advent blessings to all of you as we approach the celebration of the birth
of Christ!
Prayer and Worship and Outreach

SANCTUARY CANDLE
INTENTION

This week’s Sanctuary
Candle burns in memory
of:

James A.
Maddock

MASK POLICY
REMINDER

A reminder that everyone is required
to wear a mask at all times while in the
building. This is for your safety as well
as the safety of the Staff and others in
the building. This means if you stop by

for “just a minute”, you need a mask.

If you are here for a meeting, you
need a mask. If you are here for

Mass, you need a mask. If you forget

your mask at home or in your car we

have them available for you near the
entrances of the church as well as by
the window at the Parish Office. Staff
will kindly ask you to put a mask on if
you are not wearing one. Please don’t
argue with the Staff. We are trying to
keep everyone safe and our doors
open so that we can continue to
worship as a family and get all of our
family back here as soon as possible
can. As Archbishop Listecki said “it is
not political it is an act of charity. |
care enough about your well being &
health to wear a mask.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS

—

CHRISTMAS 2020

What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the hurian race;
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it, (John 1:4-5)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

When we pray the Nicene Creed we profess, *I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of
the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father; through him all things were made. Por us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy
Spirit was incarnate of the Yirgin Mary, and became man,”

‘These familiar words echo the prologue of John's Gospel, which is read at Christmas. John proclaims, "What came to
be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not avercome it" (John 1:4-5) I draw your attention to the Creed and Johns Gospel to emphasize the profundity of describing
God as Light and Life. Out of the infinite ways to describe Christ, light and life are given to us as preeminent and essential
descriptions.

The key to understanding this is the celebration of the Incarnation. The Son of God did not become man to prove a point,
become rich, powerful and popular, or punish the wicked. It is all too easy to look at the life of Christ in these terms because of
our human tendencies to want to be rich, famous or powerful. In doing so, the Gospels become a biography among many other
great people who did great things,

However, that is not why God became man; He became man to save us from the darkness of sin and the punishment of
death. When we profess this truth, we allow Christ to reorient our lives. No longer is He just another great person to listen to
or admire; He becomes the Light and Life of our lives,

Whatever you have faced this year, from the joyous cccasions to suffering and sadness, I pray that you will entrust them
to Christ at Christmas. May the Light and Life you receive be the gifts you share with your family and loved ones this year.
I trust in God. T trust in His Word. Merry Christmas!

‘With a heart full of gratitude for your faithfulness, I arm,
Sincerely yours in Christ,

@Mm 8. uliehy

Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki
Archbishop of Milwaukee
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PARISH DIRECTORY

CLERGY

Rev. Mark Danczyk, Pastor .............. 262 275-2480 ext. 26

PARISH COUNCIL

Barb Makovec, Chair, Prayer & Worship Liaison................. 262-275-2966

makovec@charter.net

mdanczyk@stbensparish.org

Deacon James Deiters

262-245-5299

FAITH FORMATION

Brenda Ciancio, Vice Chair

262-215-2714

Chuck Radgowski, Secretary

262 275-2993

Riverstone033@gmail.com
708-323-7749
charlesradgowski@yahoo.com

Director, Molly Smith

262-210-1812

msmith@stbensparish.org Tracy Dewey

Michael Brown, (St. A’S).cceeeeeenns

........ Principal@standrewsparishschool.com

tdcandles@gmail.com

Mary Kay Frazier,

Terry Maus, (St. Francis)
Bonnie Scholz, (CCHS)

principal@sfdslg.org

Faith Formation Lidison .......ccceeeecncnnunnae 262-745-7982

bscholz@cchsnet.org

Music & LITURGY
Director, Karol Bidwill

Halina Marra, Liaison at Large

mkfrazier3@charter.net
262-245-9373
baygarden@sbcglobal.net

262-275-2480 ext. 28 Gerri Sandstrom

PARISH OFFICE

262-325-9032

gsandstrom@charter.net

Missy Sell

815-342-5660

262-275-2480 ext. 10

Admin. Assistant, Becki Brusa

General Assistant, Beth Struck

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS MINISTRY

Mick Keyes

francesca@thesells.net

262-275-2480

FINANCE COUNCIL
262-275-2480

John O’Conner

Louise Czaja, Chair

262-275-3810
815-943-5798

262-275-2480

Rich Murphy
Mark Stang

262-275-2480

PARISH NURSING VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

Pat Grove

262-607-6025

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN COORDINATOR

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

262-325-9662

Judy Zebrowski

TRUSTEES
Secretary, Richard Tuma

262-245-1978

Treasurer, Patrick Kenny

262-275-3393

Landscaping’& Lawn-Maintenance
Fall/Spring Clean Up
Tree Triming & Removal
We Install Brick Patios'& Retaining Walls

Free Estimates
815-378-6795

Jose Lopez
815-943-7429

262-903-8557 LM

Thank you for supporting our bulletin advertisers. While we cannot guarantee the
work or integrity of each advertiser, we hope that in general the folks advertising in

AT THE ADVERTISERS
SUPPORTING OUR CHURCH BULLETIN

the bulletin share the business ethics and values that we teach at St. Benedict.

TOYNTON Ng“[‘:“t‘e“l"sv“:“;“‘e WILLS, TRUSTS, AND ESTATES [|BL SRl R hin s FA RS T T0
FUNERAL HOMES [[70.'11 il e oo [EOSTSo
“Digital X-rays g 9 Mo 262-248-2031
AND CREMATORY [l
omplete Family Care 262_248_6600 800 PARK DR., LAKE GENEVA
450 Mill St., Fontana Serving the community since 1912

Compassion 262-275-8080

www.egertlawfirm.com

www.derrickfuneralhome.com

when you
need it most.

2 LOCATIONS

275-2171
736-4333

Walworth
Sharon

ENGERMAN

S ———

X7V WA A DVERTISE YOUR
LA BUSINESS HERE

Contact Jim Braun ¢ jbraun@4LPi.com e (800) 950-9952 x2446

ONLINE
GIVING

£y Wedhare

St. Benedict Parish

stbensparish.weshareonline.org

-

COMPANIES

ADT-Monltored Home Securlty

Gaa F4-Heur Peatsction From a Mams You Can Trust

# Burglary

® Flood Detection

il i
e Uanumadroliy

=y i
W lF1L] .

® Fire Safety L I 41 Monoxide
(262) 248-9210 —
AN el galaSiresls
ADVERTISE'YOUR PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE
BUSINESS HERE

MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM s
s
$29,95/MO

BILLED QUARTERLY

Call LPi today

for advertising info

GENEVA LAKE (800) 950-9952
DREAM HOMES. e :

Building your FOREVER Dream Home

262-275-6253 * 262-249-0009
www.genevalakedreamhomes.net

LAKE GENEVA
ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL
SURGERY, LTD.
312 Center St.
Lake Geneva, WI 53147
262-248-8766

GOLDLEN-YIEARLS
Walworth
Lake Geneva

www.GoldenYearsWI.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Benedict, Fontana, Wi B 4C 01-0649



