Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Family
Norbertine Fathers

OLOL Vision: “A thriving parish, where all are needed, welcomed, and excited by engaging ourselves in the life of
the parish, following the example of the First Christians, giving witness to the Gospel of Christ.”

Pastoral Team:
Fr. Peter Ambting, O. Praem. Pastor
Deacon Michael Vander Bloomen
Carol Gibson, Parish Business Manager
Jody Strnad, Director of Music and Liturgy
Deacon Harvey Quinette - Emeritus
Parish Office:
Summer Office Hours:
1307 Lourdes Avenue Monday - Thursday:
De Pere, WI 54115
8:00 a.m.– 12:30 p.m.
920-336-4033
Friday: Closed

School: 920-336-3091
Religious Education: 920-337-0443
Parish Website: www.lourdesdepere.org
Email: parish@lourdesdepere.org
Facebook: Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Family
Instagram: ololdepere

OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH FAMILY

DE PERE, WISCONSIN

+++ at rest in the Lord +++

Mass Intentions
Monday, August 19
7:30 a.m.

St. John Eudes
Word Service

Tuesday, August 20
7:30 a.m.

St. Bernard
+ Vern Hermes

Wednesday, August 21
7:30 a.m.

Saint Pius X
+ Robert A. Jansen

Thursday, August 22

The Queenship of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
+ John Giesler

7:30 a.m.
Friday, August 23
7:30 a.m.

+Helen Pierquet, 92, our sister in the faith

and mother of parishioner Louanne (Pete)
Jensen, passed away on August 2, and was

accorded Christian burial at St Bernard
Catholic Church on August 14. Helen
belonged to the St. Vincent’s Auxiliary and
volunteered at Howe and Morgan Martin
Schools, helping children with their
reading. For the past seven years, she lived at Bellevue
Retirement Community where she enjoyed the many
activities offered there. Helen is also survived by 8 other

children and their spouses, grandchildren, 51 great
grandchildren, and extended family. She was preceded
death by her husband of 52 years, Cletus.

St. Rose of Lima
+ Phil Van Gheem

Saturday, August 24
4:30 p.m.

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
+ Paul Rottier & Alice Lindgren

Sunday, August 25
8:15 a.m.

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
Family
+ John Bai
+ The Living and Deceased
Members of the Goffard Family
+ Dan and Carla Goffard (40th
Wedding Anniversary)

10:15 a.m.

Sacrament of Baptism

We welcome Amelia Mary Champagne into the Living
Body of Christ!

A New Session of Alpha is Starting!

The next Alpha Session is planned for
Monday, September 9, at the Replay Sports Bar
and Grill, 1731 Ft. Howard Ave., De Pere from
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Dinner will be served!

Alpha Testimonial by Ronald Gossen

Recently I returned to the Catholic Church and Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish. The issues that caused me to leave still
exist but are being partially resolved. Those issues are
important but so are the ones that caused me to return.
For approximately eight years, I have been a member of
a faith sharing group facilitated by Ray and Karen Brown.
The people in the group I have grown to love and respect.
In them I observed a sense of joy and
peacefulness that I had not enjoyed recently. In one of the
six-week sessions we explored a program called ALPHA. It
did not deal directly with the Catholic faith but more about
our faith in Christ. It was so thought provoking. After each
presentation, I felt renewed and happy. I could not wait for
the next presentation the following week. The love of Christ
and the power of a strong, faithful, loving community sent a
strong message about what was missing in my life. I was
happy with my life but something was missing. I was not
part of a strong loving community.
I have never lost my faith in God or the Holy Spirit, but
the ALPHA program only helped me focus on it more
clearly. I realized how important community was and how
important my contribution could be. I would recommend the
ALPHA program to any Christian who wants to develop a
stronger and more knowledgeable faith in Christ.

+Joan Hogan, 92, our sister in the faith and
sister of parishioner David (Mary) Calaway,
passed away on August 5, and was
accorded Christian burial at Annunciation
Catholic Church on August 17. Joan and
her husband, Dick, were members of
Annunciation for over 60 years. They enjoyed spending
summers with their family at Point Comfort. Joan is also

survived by seven children and their spouses, many
grandchildren, and extended family. She was preceded in
death by Dick, and a daughter, Mary.
+ + Helen & Joan rest in Christ’s peace! + +

Happy Anniversary!

Our parish family has THREE couples to celebrate this
weekend.
Congratulations to Bob and Cathie Van
Domelen and Jim and Sandi Smits for
celebrating 50 years of wedded bliss!
And a big congratulations to Carla and
Dan Goffard for
celebrating 40
years of
marriage. What an inspiration for
all of us! God bless you in the
years to come!

Liturgical Ministers Summer Schedule

The summer schedule for liturgical ministers will run
through September. Sheets are posted on
the clipboard on the lamp table to the left of
the sacristy for you to sign up. Please check
the schedule throughout the summer. If you
are at church one weekend and notice
openings for the following weekend, please
feel free to fill an open slot. In addition, you
are always welcome to check with the
sacristans before a Mass to see if helped is
still needed. Thank you!

Our Seminarians Need Your Help!
Our annual Seminarian Collection is working. By now,
you have received a letter from Bishop Ricken asking that
you participate in Hope for the Future: Help Them Today.
Have you made your gift? So far, this year, our parish has
raised $11,994. Let’s see if we can increase our support of
this important part of the mission of the Diocese of Green
Bay. Make your gift today by mailing in your pledge card or
2 by visiting www.catholicfoundationgb.org/give. Thank you!

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

AUGUST 18, 2019

“Niksen”
Recently a confrere came to me and asked me if I knew what “ niksen” means. At first I didn’t
know what he meant. I was thinking he was referring to an English word, but when he told me that it
was a Dutch word, I knew exactly what he meant. He told me that the activity, or better, the
non-activity, of niksen was trending in the news. I browsed the Internet and found different articles
about niksen based on an article that Olga Mecking, a Dutch journalist, wrote for The New York

Times.

The verb niksen comes from the Dutch pronoun “niks,” which means nothing. So, niksen is the
concept of doing nothing. In a society that is so busy, niksen is a welcoming “non-activity” that
allows us to slow down. We are occupied with so many things: work, sports, organizing the
household, hobbies, family, friends, etc. All this busyness is the cause of a lot of stress, anxiety,
burnout and other stress-related diseases in today’s society. Psychologists warn people to take
some time off to relax and to stay healthy.
Niksen is a stress-reducing “non-activity” that literally means to do nothing, or to be idle. Niksen
is doing something without a purpose, like staring out the window, hanging out, or listening to music. People who have
experienced a burnout know that niksen is the remedy to get out of this burnout. But because prevention is better than a
cure, it is good to practice niksen regularly to stay healthy.
In the USA, and in The Netherlands, as well, we are biased against doing nothing. Working hard is a value and doing
nothing is almost considered a sin. I think this has to do with Calvinist influence on our cultures. To me, it seems that in the
predominantly Catholic Mediterranean countries, people don’t have problems with “doing nothing.” The daily siesta is an
example of that. Anyway, niksen is hard for us, but it would be healthy to practice it regularly.
I bring this up here because I think niksen also serves a spiritual purpose. As long as we are preoccupied with all kinds of
busyness, it is hard for God to break into our lives. Even though God is there, and speaks through and sings to us, many
times we don’t hear Him because we are too busy. Niksen creates room for God to come into our lives. There are several
examples of saints to whom God spoke during this type of leisure time: Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Saint Augustine, and Saint
Bernadette of Lourdes. Saint Ignatius of Loyola got his conversion when he spent time in bed after he was wounded as an
officer in the army. Saint Augustine experienced God working in his life after he fell down under a fig tree.
And lastly, Saint Bernadette of Lourdes experienced the working of God’s grace during a sort-of leisure time. As a child,
Bernadette, her sister, and a friend were collecting firewood for the stove in the house of the Soubirous. It must have been
an escape from a miserable place since the family lived in a very small and cheap place, a former prison. The kids were
down at the river playing as Bernadette heard a breeze in the wind. When she heard the breeze again, her attention was
drawn to the grotto of Massabielle where Our Lady appeared to her. The childish innocence, the peaceful environment, and
the relaxation time with a couple of friends all came together when Bernadette had her vision of Mary.
It is in the leisure time of niksen where body and mind start to relax. But at the same time, space is made to experience
the presence of God in our lives. I hope you all create some time to practice niksen, to stay healthy, but more importantly, to
create time to meet God in an unexpected way.
God Bless,
Fr. Peter

Niksen (v.): the art of doing nothing

Liturgical Schedule
Weekend Masses
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 8:15 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.
Confessions
Friday 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
or by appointment

Daily Masses
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 7:30 a.m.
Monday: Word Service 7:30 a.m.
Rosary: 6:55 a.m.
Adoration
Friday 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
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OLOL School News

OLOL Sports Teams

Dear OLOL Parish,
The 2019-2020 School year is here! We are excited for
the school year to begin. We have two new additions to the
staff this year. Stephanie Johnson is joining the staff as a
middle school language arts teacher, as well as teaching
our 4th grade in the afternoon. Stephanie grew up in
Howard and has recently moved back to the area after
teaching in Illinois for a few years. Stephanie also runs a
baking company in her spare time. Welcome, Mrs. Johnson!
OLOL is excited to have a new part-time counselor in
our building this year. Brent Johnston will be assisting our
students and staff with a new social-emotional learning
program. Mr. Johnston will be helping our students with
their emotional needs as we go through the school year.
Welcome, Mr. Johnston!
Our annual Back-to-School Night is August 21 from
4:00-7:00 pm. Students will take their school pictures, drop
off their school supplies, and meet their teachers. This is
one of my favorite nights of the year, as it gets pretty lonely
being a principal during the summer! I’m excited to see all of
our students again and I’m looking forward to the
opportunity to meet our new families.
OLOL is excited to bring a social-emotional learning
program into our school. Friendzy is a biblically-based
social-learning program that teaches students life-long skills
like getting along with each other, building healthy
relationships, and the joy that comes along with building
each other up. We are pleased to offer this to our students!

The Our Lady of Lourdes Day School is looking for
Elementary and Middle School students who are
parish members to join the Our Lady of Lourdes
Cavaliers sports teams for the 2019-2020 seasons! We are
currently looking for athletes for all of the grade level teams
which are:
Elementary:
Co-Ed Flag Football (Grades K-4)
Girls Basketball (Grades 3-4)
Boys Basketball (Grades 3-4)
Co-Ed Tennis (Grades K-4)
Middle School:
Girls Volleyball (Grades 5-8)
Co-Ed Soccer (Grades 5-8)
Girls Basketball (Grades 5-8)
Boys Basketball (Grades 5-8)
Co-Ed Track and Field (Grades 5-8)
Co-Ed Tennis (Grades 5-8)
(Participants must be in or at the grade level, a Parish
Member, and follow the Guidelines for Parish Member
Athletes.)
This is intended to be a season-long commitment for the
student and an opportunity to represent Our Lady of
Lourdes in the sport. If interested, please contact the
School Office at (920) 336-3091 or
email ololathletics@gracesystem.org.

“If you want to live a happy life, tie it to a goal, not to people

Meeting Schedule – Week of 8/19

or objects” - Albert Einstein

Tuesday, August 20 – Pastoral Care Ministry, 6:30 p.m.,
Parish Center Conference Room

The Lourdes Way,

Rosary Group

Jeffrey Young, Principal

Join the Rosary Group in the OLOL Grotto each Monday
evening at 6:30 p.m. (weather permitting).

Saverd the Date!

The 3 Annual OLOL Night of Keys event will be held on
Saturday, November 16, at the National Railroad
Museum. Mark your calendar and join
us for a fun evening of entertainment
provided by the N. E.W. Piano Guys
(dueling pianos)! The evening will also
feature silent and live auctions, 50/50
and bucket raffles, and a chance to win
$10,000 in our annual Key
Raffle! More details to come . . . . !

Mark Your Calendars

The Our Lady of Lourdes 19th Annual Packer Party is set
for Sunday, October 6, at the Swan Club in De Pere! If you
are interested in donating prizes or sponsorships, contact
Gerry Byrne (920) 660-6937, or Mike Sprangers (920) 3381000. This event continues to support the Technology Fund
at OLOL and other local organizations!

Senior Living and Lifestyle Classes

Please join us on Tuesday, September 3 for “Effectively
Communicating with a Person Living With Dementia”
Presented by: St Paul’s Elder Services, Kaukauna and
Green Bay. McCormick Assisted Living 212 Iroquois, Ave
Green bay (Allouez), hosts a monthly Tuesday evening
Community education series on Senior living and lifestyles.
The classes will be held on the first Tuesday of the month,
are completely free of charge and run from 4:30-5:30 pm
with a 15 minute Q &amp; A to follow.
Please call 920-437-0883 with questions and to sign-up.

Norbertine Vocations Prayer

Sunday, August 18
Need some quiet time with the Lord? Want to pray for
vocations here in the diocese and to St. Norbert Abbey?
Are you considering a vocation to priesthood or religious
life?
Join us at 7PM Thursday, August 22 for a Holy Hour for
Vocations at St. Norbert Abbey.
This invitation is brought to you by:
The Norbertines of St. Norbert Abbey
Vocation Director: Fr. Michael Brennan, O.
Praem.
Contact: vocations@norbertines.org or
920.403.3012
1016 N. Broadway, De Pere
| www.norbertines.org

New Hope Grief Group - Green Bay
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If you know of anyone who is in need of support due to the
death of a loved one, please encourage them to consider
this five week session. To register, call 920-496-2160. This
group meets on Tuesdays from 1:30-3:00 pm at
Annunciation Church in room 105 beginning August 27.

2019 Bishop’s Appeal – Can You Help?

Adult Confirmation Program

As of Tuesday, August 13, with the 2019 Bishop’s
Appeal goal of $110,099, we are still at 461 gifts totaling
$98,457. This is still about 89% of our goal. Thank you so
much to those have already made a gift!
If you haven’t already done so, would you please
consider making a gift to the Appeal help us bring in the
final $12,000? God bless you for your generous support.

For several years, an increasing number of young
people have not been
confirmed. As young adults,
they frequently seek to receive
the fullness of the sacraments.
Sometimes they are placed in
their parish RCIA program.
While it can be fruitful, it is not
always the best fit, especially
because the necessary length
of the RCIA program deters
some.
Starting in August, the Office of Parish Evangelization
will again offer an eight-week Adult Confirmation program
on the Diocese of Green Bay campus.
This eight-week program is both an opportunity for
baptized Catholic adults who have received their First
Communion to prepare to receive the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation and to strengthen
their relationship with Jesus.
Each session will combine prayer, discipleship, and
mission to present its theme using these resources: Alpha
videos, the Bible and references to United States Catholic
Catechism for Adults (USCCA).

Your Financial Support At OLOL
Freely Receive - Freely Give

Weekend of August 10-11
Parish Support..........$7,034.00
Offertory Collection…………..$1,019.86
Total......................... $8,053.86
Parish Support Budget for Aug 1– Aug 31...................$135,000
Parish Support Income through Aug 11....................$90,880
Amount needed to make budget through Aug 31…...$44,120

Join the Finance Council

The Our Lady of Lourdes Finance Council has an
opening for a new member! The Finance Council assists
the pastor in thoughtful stewardship of the material gifts
entrusted by God to the parish in support of our mission.
Members should have expertise in the areas of business,
accounting, administration, law, insurance, personnel,
facility maintenance, construction or management. If you
are interested in serving on the Finance Council, please
contact the Parish Office by Monday, September 2.

Questions about the Adult Confirmation Sessions?
Please contact Joe Tremblay | (920) 272-8313
| jtremblay@gbdioc.org

“Spirituality

Freedom House Thank you!

On August 12, Our Lady of Lourdes parishioners
prepared a meal for those calling Freedom House home.
Thank you goes out to Mary Kay Abts, Greg Bottei, Amy
Brauer, Bonnie Collard, Diane Kiley, Ginny Leidel, Deb
Mauthe, Lynn Meulemans, Joy Nowak, Delphine
Richardson-Wach and Carol Weiss.
Our next meal to be prepared for Freedom House will
be on September 14 by Our Lady of Lourdes
parishioners. We will be preparing Cheesy Sausage Penne
Pasta, Bread Sticks, Salad and the fixings, and Desserts. If
you would like to help with this ministry and/or have any
questions please feel free to contact Dawn Crabb at (920)
336-4439 or steprus@new.rr.com. Thank you!

Please visit www.norbertines.org/norbertine-center-forspirituality/ for wonderful upcoming programs!

A Parent’s Prayer
for a child going to college

God of life and love, you have given me this child to care
for this little while.
My heart is welled with joy and thanksgiving, anticipation
and anxiety, amidst a longing to be together as we have
been till now.
These years of growing up have moved so quickly, so
many things left undone, so much left unsaid, so much I still
hope to give to my child who is taking this new step in the
journey of life.
Help us as we reshape our lives to reflect this new reality
of college. Show us new ways to be present to each other in
love and in trust. Give me patience and help me to
remember that my child is establishing new routines in
freedom, routines different from my routines.
Calm my fears. Strengthen and protect my child in the
midst of the challenges and temptations which surround all
students.
Provide good friends and worthy confidants for my child
during these college years. Help me to give support and
confidence, to discern how I am needed now, and to pass
on, in my love, a measure of the strength and courage you
have given me in the gift of parenting.

New Music at OLOL!

Please visit our website: http://
www.lourdesdepere.org/new-music-at-ololto hear samples of new music coming to
Our Lady of Lourdes!

Readings for August 18-25

Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 [14b]/Heb
12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53
Monday:
Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40,
43ab and 44 [4a]/Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday:
Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 9b]/Mt
19:23-30
Wednesday: Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [2a]/Mt 20:1-16
Thursday:
Jgs 11:29-39a/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [8a
and 9a]/Mt 22:1-14
Friday:
Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 89a, 9bc-10 [1b]/Mt 22:34-40
Saturday:
Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/
Jn 1:45-51
Next Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2, [Mk 16:15]/Heb 12:57, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30

As We Age”

Are you nearing or experiencing retirement? This time of
life often brings changes to one’s life routine – some
welcome, some more challenging. How can our faith help
us navigate both the calm waters and the more turbulent
ones? This 8-week series meets on Thursdays, 9-11:30 am
(9/19-11/7) at St. Joseph, 936 9th St, GB. Call 496-2160 to
register by Sept. 16. $10 donation appreciated. Facilitated
by Sr. Toni Jendrasiak.

Sunday:

All this, in Jesus’ Name! Amen!
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Liturgical Ministers and Those Interested in Becoming Liturgical Ministers

It is the time of year again when we begin working on the schedule for Liturgical Ministers. The first schedule will run from
the weekend of October 5-6 through the weekend of December 21-22. We will be collecting the information you give us on
paper and inputting it into Ministry Pro in the Parish Office. This will help us to better accommodate how you would like to be
scheduled, while using the program to provide you with reminders and allow you to send requests for substitutes.
If you would like to become or continue as a Eucharistic Minister, Lector, Mass Server, Cross Bearer, Usher or Greeter/
Hospitality Minister, please fill out the form below and drop it in the offertory collection basket, mail it to the Parish Office, or
email it to Carol Gibson at carolg@lourdesdepere.org. Please respond by Wednesday, September 18. Deacon Mike will be
providing training for all new ministers.
Take some time to pray and consider becoming a Liturgical Minister. It is a wonderful opportunity to enrich your spiritual
life. All are Welcome. . . All are Needed!

Liturgical Minister Scheduling

Please return by Wednesday, September 18.
Family Name: _______________________________
Phone: _____________________________________

Liturgical Ministers Needed

Email: ______________________________________

August is the time of year when we start looking at
scheduling all the different Liturgical Ministry positions for
the year. The different ministries are Eucharistic Minister,
Lector, Usher, Greeter/Hospitality Minister, Mass Server,
and Cross Bearer. Each of these ministries is so very
important to our Mass, and we are finding it harder and
harder all the time to fill all the positions that are needed for
each Mass. As some of our regular Liturgical Ministers get
to the point where they physically can’t do the ministry any
more, our roster is dwindling.
Our greatest need is for Eucharistic Ministers. One of
the things I hear when I encourage someone to be a
Eucharistic Minister is that they would be too nervous to do
that. Every new adventure in our lives gets the nerves
jumping, and that isn’t a bad thing. It is such an honor and
a privilege to look at another person and say “The Body of
Christ” or “The Blood of Christ” and give Jesus to them. So
please consider becoming a Eucharistic Minister. Anyone
from our current Confirmation Class who will be confirmed
on November 3 and older can be a Eucharistic Minister.
Each Mass needs 12 Eucharistic Ministers.
The other big need is for Greeters/Hospitality Ministers.
The ministry that asks you to stand by one of the doors of
the church and welcome everyone who walks through
them. As a Hospitality Minister, you act as a greeter before
Mass and then serve coffee and juice after Mass. This is a
ministry that anyone can do. It is the perfect ministry for a
single person, a couple, or a family to participate in. Even if
you have trouble standing, we can get you set up with a chair to
sit in. Our motto is “All are Welcome” and having someone greet
folks as they enter sure puts an exclamation point on that motto.
Like the ministry of Greeter, being an Usher is also a
great way to make others feel welcome. This ministry can
be done by anyone from school-age children along with
their parents and up.
Proclaiming the Word of God is also such an honor. If
you are a good reader and high school age or older, please
consider being a Lector.
Servers need to be in 5th grade and up. A letter was
sent out to all 5th graders on our parish roster last week.
The ministry of Cross Bearer is for anyone, male or
female, who can lift the processional cross. We encourage
our middle school kids and older to take on this ministry.
No matter what ministry best fits you, training will be
provided. Please, please consider becoming a Liturgical
Minister and get your name on the schedule.
Thank you!

Address: ___________________________________

Ministries (list first names)
Eucharistic Minister: __________________________
Lector: ____________________________________

Mass Server: _______________________________
Cross Bearer: _______________________________
Greeter Only: _______________________________
Hospitality Minister (Greet & serve coffee/juice):
___________________________________________
Usher: _____________________________________

Mass preference (circle):
4:30 PM

8:15 AM

10:15 AM

Times per month you are willing to be scheduled (circle):
1x
2x
3x
If you have a preference as to a weekend:
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th No Preference

**Some weekends and Mass times are more popular.
Keep in mind that if you have a certain weekend you like to
serve, you may only be scheduled a few times.
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Deacon Mike

