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Mary Christmas 
by Pastor Katie Baardseth
Last Christmas, a smiling six-year-old handed me a message written on the 
back of his bulletin: “Mary Christmas.” So unique, I saved it. Now, I believe this 

message gives us a way to view the Christmas season in this unique year 2020 - through the lens of Mary. 
In Advent and Christmas, we draw near to the mystery of the incarnation of God in Jesus. God took on 
human flesh by becoming incarnate by the Holy Spirit with the cooperation of Mary.

The original Greek language says, "Jesus was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the young girl Mary." Notice 
especially that Mary cooperates in the work of the incarnation; she is an active participant in bringing 
God into the world. In this time of pandemic, how do we still experience the incarnational presence of God 
when in-the-flesh gatherings are not possible? How will God be present with us? In what way will love be 
born anew in our lives and in our world?

Let Mary be your inspiration. Her “yes” to God declares that love will find a way! Look at her life - she 
opened herself up to risk in bearing an unconventional pregnancy. She said “yes” to God in the midst of 
tremendous uncertainty in her personal life - she had no idea how things would work out with Joseph. Also, 
Mary ended up having to travel right around Jesus’ due date for a government-mandated census. Mary is 
one who opened herself up to bringing the presence of God in the midst of uncertainty, without precedent. 
In this partnership, Mary’s Christmas reveals that God's entrance into the world is not by force or fanfare; 
it is quiet, almost absurd, heralded by expectant Mary riding on a donkey through dusty roads to a place 
where there's nowhere to sleep safely.

The spiritual truth embedded in Mary’s Christmas animates all of us this year. God chose Mary to be an 
active partner in the salvation of the world, and God extends the same invitation to you too. Mary calls us 
to "incarnate" Christ in our lives. Poet Gerard Manley Hopkins put it this way:

I say more: the just one justices; 
Keeps grace: that keeps all his goings graces; 
Acts in God's eye what in God's eye he is— 
Christ—for Christ plays in ten thousand places, 
Lovely in limbs, and lovely in eyes not his 
To the Father through the features of people's faces. 

Let Christmas 2020 to be a Mary one, for you are Christ in God's eyes. Through you, Christ will be present 
in ten thousand places! What is God bearing forth into this world through you? Where is love finding a way 
through us, Midvale Community Lutheran Church? Mary Christmas!
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Christmas Worship 
All Christmas worship will be broadcast online through  

our website: midvalelutheran.org and Facebook:  
facebook.com/midvalelutheran - we hope you will join us! 

You can participate in worship at the time it premieres on our 
Facebook page or anytime from our website online worship link. 
We will offer three different worship opportunities, and you can 

join in watching one or all three! Christmas is different  
in so many ways this year, but the message of hope that comes 
from a God who lives among us is as powerful as ever. Even as 
we are unable to worship in person, we are still connected in 

community through the Holy Spirit.

Christmas Eve Family Worship  
Premieres on Facebook at 2pm December 24  
(available anytime from our website midvalelutheran.org) 

This worship will include the Christmas gospel, favorite Christmas 
hymns and a message geared especially for children. 

 Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
Premiers on Facebook at 4:30pm December 24  

(available anytime from our website midvalelutheran.org) 
This worship will include special music by harpist Mary Ann Harr 

and organist Michael Keller.  
We will conclude with singing Silent Night by candlelight.

 Christmas Day Worship 
Premiers on Facebook at 9:00am December 25  

(available anytime from our website midvalelutheran.org) 
A festive worship including hymns and readings  

celebrating the birth of Jesus!

Please share our worship information and website with friends 
and family as we hear a welcome message of hope and create a 

community for all.

Do You Leave the Area in the Winter?
If so, please let the church office know your temporary address and dates 
you are away so that our communications and mail can go to the correct 
location for you. Thank you!

PRAISELivestream Worship 
each Sunday at 
9am Continues 
Join us and invite a friend, neighbor, 
or family member by sharing the link 
with them! Just go to our website 
homepage - midvalelutheran.org 
- there you will find information 
about connecting with our online 
worship. Each week we have an 
order of worship available to view 
or download so that you can fully 
participate. If you have trouble 
with the livestream or aren't able 
to watch at that time, a recorded 
video of worship is available once 
the livestream concludes. You can 
access it from the same link on our 
homepage.

Online Worship with 
Holy Communion 
December 13 & 27, 
Communion Kits 
Available
We offer online holy communion 
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the 
month. To participate, you may use 
bread and wine or juice from your 
home or you may arrange to pick-
up a sealed communion kit from 
church. The kits are distributed 
the Wednesdays prior to worship, 
December 9 and 23 from 11am-
12pm (noon) in the parking lot. 
To reserve a communion kit or to 
arrange a pick-up at a different 
time, please contact the church 
office (608) 238-7119 or info@
midvalelutheran.org.

Prepare yourself to receive the 
sacrament by prayer. In this 
sacrament, Jesus is present for us, 
forgives us our sins, nourishes our 
faith, gives us the promise of eternal 
life and sends us from this meal 
ready to serve the world God loves. 
Jesus is the host of this meal, and 
he invites all to share in its gifts 
through faith.
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“For Unto Us a Child Is Born”
A Virtual Christmas Program Presented by 
Real Midvale Children Sharing the Good 
News of God’s Actual Love for You
The 2020 Christmas program is still a go! Our 
Sunday School children (68 of them!) are hard at 
work practicing their lines, learning music and 
a dance, and creating amazing artwork for our 
VIRTUAL Christmas program. 

Please join us on Saturday, December 12th at 3:00 
pm on our Facebook page (our public page, not 
our private group) for the world premiere of the 
2020 Midvale Community Lutheran Church Sunday 
School’s retelling of the story of Christ’s birth. And 
don’t forget to invite friends and family to this 
beautiful Midvale tradition.

If you are unable to join us on Facebook for the 
premiere of our Christmas program video, don’t 
worry. We will have a link on our website on the 
online worship page, and we will send out a link the 
following week in the Moments. 

Please contact Brenda Goble for additional info: 
brendag@midvalelutheran.org.

Advent Study with Pastor 
Katie - Tuesdays at 2pm and 
7pm December 1, 8 and 15
Advent emphasizes the shape faith should take as 
Christians wait for the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. In 
this season of pandemic, we are all tired of waiting. But 
in this time, the Bible texts of Advent can give us just 
what we need right now. In fact, the readings are like a 
list of “best practices” for a waiting church. Keep awake. 
Be enriched and strengthened. Lead lives of holiness. 
Wait patiently. Be at peace. Prepare the way of the 
Lord. Repent. Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. Give 
thanks. Test everything. Abstain from evil. Give glory to 
God. Do not be afraid. Let it be. Pastor Katie hopes you 
join her for these sessions. To RSVP please call 608-238-
7119 or or email the office at info@midvalelutheran.org.

Additional Coffeeless 
Fellowship Dates 
As we gradually work our way through the virus, 
Coffeeless Fellowship is once again being extended 
through December. If you would like to be part of a 
coffeeless fellowship and do not have a computer or 
smart phone, you can connect with the conversation 
using a regular phone. Register by sending an email to 
Pastor Ken at kens@midvalelutheran.org with the dates 
you plan to attend. He will send you the meeting id and 
the password for each meeting by email. There will be 
no Coffeeless Fellowships on December 1 and 2.

December 8, 6:30 pm  December 16, 10:00 am 
December 9, 10:00 am  December 22, 6:30 pm 
December 15, 6:30 pm  December 23, 10:00 am

SAVE THE DATE
Annual Meeting of the Congregation

February 14, 2021 - Zoom

“Photo-a-Week” Advent 
Meditation on Facebook 
Please consider participating in Midvale’s Advent 
meditation on Facebook. You are invited to share on 
the Facebook “Midvale Community Lutheran Church 
Group” private Facebook page a photo which you’ve 
taken that reflects a weekly theme. Share a photo 
one week or all four weeks! 

Our themes are: 

• November 29-December 5: Hope 

• December 6-12: Peace 

• December 13-19: Joy 

• December 20-25: Love 

To share a photo or view others’ photos, you will 
need to have joined Midvale’s private Facebook 
Group. 

If you haven’t done so already, go to Midvale’s public 
Facebook page, and request to join the Group.

See the Holy Family and a 
Special Christmas Gift for 
Children - December 20, 
11:00am-12:00pm
Drive or walk through the church parking lot to greet 
the holy family! All children will receive a special gift that 
will be the focus for the Christmas Eve Family Worship 
message.
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LIVEMIDVALE COMMUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS A COMMUNITY 
OF BELIEVERS IN JESUS CHRIST, CALLED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT TO 
PRAISE, LIVE AND SHARE GOD’S LOVE.

Adult Forum Sundays at 10:30am 
Fellowship Time 10:15am 
All Adult Forums will be held by Zoom. You can 
participate with video and audio using a computer, 
mobile device or with audio only using a landline phone. 
You must sign up for each session in advance by emailing 
info@midvalelutheran.org or by calling the church office 
at 608-238-7119 by noon on the Friday prior to the 
scheduled forum. All who sign-up will receive the Zoom 
connection information. Please include the date and/or 
title of the forum in your message when you sign up. 
 
December 6 – Jerry Apps: "Christmas on the Farm, From 
an Earlier Day"

Jerry Apps, a noted author and Midvale member, will 
share some personal stories about Christmas, including 
a tale or two about the Christmas Program at the one-
room country school he attended, Christmas Eve and 
Christmas morning, and how the presents on Christmas 
morning could not be opened until the cows were milked 
and the chores were done. Following his half-hour or so 
presentation, he will ask those listening to share some of 
their early Christmas memories. So reserve a slot for a 
Zoom presentation, grab some coffee or cider and know 
you are welcome. You are invited to listen and share your 
memories of Christmases past.   
 
December 13 – Christmas Celebration (Previously 
Recorded)

Given the serious nature of Covid, we were unable to 
put together an Advent/Christmas concert this year. In 
previous years, we had been blessed to host several of 
these concerts featuring the talented Midvale musicians. 
These concerts were recorded and recorded on DVD’s. 
Several of these are available for check out through 
the Church Library. We are trying to work through 
the technological challenges of sharing some of these 
delightful sounds and video collectively through Zoom. 
Hopefully, we can pull this together. We will give you 
an update the week before during worship at the 
announcements.

December 20 & 27 – No Forum Scheduled

We invite you to share the gift of you with others this 
holiday season. On behalf of the Adult Education 
Committee, we wish you a joyful and expectant Advent. 

May the joy of Christmas glow in your hearts and those 
around you.

Advent Hum-Along: 
December 19, 2020, 5:30-
6PM, Church Parking Lot 
“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all 
the earth.” -Psalm 96: 1

You are invited to join in a new way to Christmas 
Carol this year!  There’s really no word for it except 
to say it’s a “hum-along”!  Plan to meet in the 
church parking lot.  Globe candles will be distributed 
to you, pre-lit, and we will walk around the church 
building along Midvale and Tokay Boulevards 
humming “Silent Night” and other Christmas Carols.  
The candlelight procession will conclude in the 
church parking lot with a prayer. Pastor Katie will 
lead you in the gathering, and leaders will help us 
form a socially-distanced line to walk around the 
campus. This gathering will be entirely outdoors, 
so dress warmly. To ensure that all who attend feel 
safe and comfortable, please honor the following 
requirements for this gathering:

• Gather and leave in silence

• Wear a face mask

• Practice social distancing with your family or pod. 
Stay at least 6 feet away from others

• Do not sing the words or project your voice in any 
way. Hum quietly.  

We can do this!  And we trust that the Holy Spirit 
will guide our hearts into a new spiritual experience 
in this unique Christmas season 2020! Pastor Katie, 
Laura Svaren, the worship and re-entry task force 
committees will be hosting this event, so feel free to 
look for them and reach out beforehand if you have 
questions.  Finally, to keep our community safe, we 
rely on everyone to monitor your health before this 
event and not come if you have COVID symptoms 
or have been exposed to someone with coronavirus 
or the flu. In addition, please use the restroom 
beforehand because the church building will not be 
open. Call the church office with any questions.

Please join us! 
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“Midvale Music” during 
Advent & Christmas
Many of us have been grieving the loss of church 
music during the pandemic, both the congregational 
singing and the listening to our choirs and other 
Midvale musicians. This may be felt even more 
acutely during Advent and Christmas, when hymns 
and carols play such a big part of our celebrations. 

A variety of Midvale musicians have recorded Advent 
and Christmas videos which will be posted online 
periodically throughout December on Midvale’s 
YouTube channel. See the separate article, “Q & A: 
Midvale’s YouTube Channel,” to learn more about 
our channel and how to get there. 

Each time a musical video is posted to YouTube, 
it will also be shared on the Facebook “Midvale 
Community Lutheran Church Group.” This is a 
private group for Midvale members, which you can 
request to join directly from the church's public 
Facebook page, if you haven’t already done so. 

Direct links will also be included each week in our 
email newsletter, The Moments, for all the music 
videos which have been put on YouTube during the 
prior week. 

May you find comfort, solace, hope, and reason for 
joy in watching these music videos while you prepare 
for, and then welcome, the birth of our Savior, the 
Prince of Peace.

December Baptism Birthdays
Congratulations to our young people and their  
families as they celebrate the day on which  
God said to them, “I love you. You are mine!”

12/1 ✝ Marvin Becker 
12/1  ✝ Lincoln Morris  
12/1  ✝ Teddy Tasch 
12/2  ✝ Cole Snell  
12/3  ✝ Elia Meredith 
12/5  ✝ Aksel Rosenkvist 
12/7  ✝ Grant Fey 
12/11  ✝ Charlie Martin 
12/16    ✝ Leo Diercks 

12/16    ✝ Obadiah Henak  
12/17    ✝ Clara Davel  
12/17    ✝ Andrew Holzbauer 
12/23  ✝ Molly Olson 
12/27  ✝ Shawn Hoffman 
12/28  ✝ Olivia Follmann 
12/28  ✝ Ezekiel Henak 
12/31  ✝ Logan Amundrud

Bring Christmas Cheer to 
Families in Need
This year, MCLC will be joining with Luther Memorial 
Church, in partnership with the Madison Schools 
Transition Education Coordinator, to help bring some 
holiday cheer to families with children in the Midvale/
Lincoln school district. 

The Youth and Family Committee has adopted four 
families -- 18 individuals -- to help. The schools have 
provided us with gift requests that are approximately 
$35.00 and under, typically clothing items or toys. Many 
families are requesting store gift cards. 

In addition to providing gifts for each family member, we 
will put together care packages that include household 
and cleaning supplies and personal care items. 

We need you all to help fill the sleighs! Go to https://
signupgenius.com/go/9040e48adaa23a6f94-christmas 
to find a complete list of items requested and volunteer 
opportunities. You can sign up to provide items from the 
list, or make a cash donation and the youth and their 
families will purchase what is needed. You can also click 
the Donate button on our website and choose “MMSD 
Christmas Project” from the drop down menu or mail 
a check to the church office with “MMSD Christmas 
Project” in the memo line.

Donations must be dropped off at MCLC no later than 
December 6. We will have touch-free drop-off times 
supervised by volunteers so that our community stays 
healthy and safe and the donations make it where they 
are supposed to (times noted as “service shifts” on the 
sign up genius).

On Sunday, December 13, MCLC sleighs will deliver to 
each of the four families: gifts wrapped by volunteer 
youth and families, a laundry basket filled with toilet 
paper, paper towels and facial tissues, a cleaning pail 
with basic household cleaning supplies, and a basket or 
caddy filled with personal care supplies. 

If you have any questions, you may reach out to Brenda 
Goble (brendag@midvalelutheran.org) or the Youth & 
Family Committee (youthministry@midvalelutheran.org).

Responding with Generosity: 
2021 Stewardship 
Commitments
Thank you to the several hundred households 
who have already returned their 2021 financial 
commitments! Your giving supports all the ministry 
of our congregation and allows us to serve our 
neighbors here and around the world. Your response 
is an offering of thanks to God! Together we praise 
God and share God's love in Christ as we live out our 
faith in service to our neighbor.

If you have not yet returned your 2021 commitment, 
please do so as soon as you are able. If you need 
commitment cards or the automatic withdrawal 
form so you can return them, or if you have any 
questions, please contact our bookkeeper, Amanda 
Mueller, in the church office at (608) 238-7119 or 
bookkeeper@midvalelutheran.org. Thank you!
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2020 End of Year Donations, 
Stock Gifts and 2021 
Commitment Prepayments
For many people, a special end of year gift can be 
meaningful spiritually, as we celebrate Jesus' birth. 
There may also be tax benefits for making your 
charitable contribution. Any year-end gift helps 
support our mission and ministry as a congregation.

In order to help our bookkeeper, Amanda Mueller, 
efficiently manage church records and to comply 
with federal rules, please consider the following 
information if you make a year-end donation.

In order to claim a charitable deduction for 2020, 
gifts must be received or postmarked on or before 
December 31, 2020.

If you are considering a stock donation, please make 
your gifts of stock by Friday, December 4 because of 
the time needed to process the gift.

If you plan to prepay all or part of your 2021 
commitment to the regular offering or building fund 
or both, please write separate checks for your 2021 
prepayments and note on the memo line "2021 
prepayment." Make sure the donation is received or 
postmarked on or before December 31, 2020 if you 
intend to claim it as a charitable contribution for 
2020.

If you have any questions, please contact our 
bookkeeper, Amanda Mueller in the church office at 
608-238-7119 or bookkeeper@midvalelutheran.org. 
Thank you!

SHARE
Why We Joined Midvale, and 
Why We Support Its Ministry
By Marty and Eileen Harrison 

On Nov. 3rd, 2019 
we were welcomed 
into membership at 
Midvale Community 
Lutheran Church.  

As part of the 
Stewardship 
Campaign this fall, 
Pastor Blake has 
asked us to share our 

perspective, as new members, on why we joined Midvale, 
what we appreciate about the church and why we will 
support it.

Prior to moving to Madison, we had been active 
members for 50 years at our home church in Ft. 
Atkinson. Knowing we were moving to Madison, finding 
a new church home was very important to us. It was 
in the middle of the service during our second time 
attending Midvale, that we turned to each other and 
said, “This is where we are meant to be”.

What drew us was recognizing what a vibrant and 
active church Midvale is.  The pastors and members 
were welcoming, there was a diversity of age groups 
present and the music was particularly beautiful 
and inspirational.  One thing in particular that really 
impressed us is the amount of outreach that is done into 
the community.

 We were gone for the winter, but returned in early 
spring in the midst of the Pandemic. It was sad that our 
church, along with most others, had to close their doors 
to in person services. We have really appreciated all that 
our pastors and staff have done to adapt so quickly to 
the changes that had to be made.  We can still see our 
sanctuary as our pastors conduct the services online and 
lead us through this time.  Opportunities to participate 
in interesting and thought provoking adult forums, book 
discussions and online studies have been provided.  Calls 
were made to check up on members.  Our building had 
to be closed, but the work of the church has continued.

Now in Stewardship season it is time to examine how 
we might be able to contribute with our time, talent and 
financial help. Just looking at the Time and Talent list we 

can see there is a multitude of opportunities in so  
many different areas that members can choose from  
to contribute in small or large ways. We counted at  
least 130. 

Financial support plays a vital role in the church being 
able to accomplish its work and goals. Throughout our 
married life, during times when we had less or when 
we’ve had more, making a financial commitment, 
according to our ability, was always a given. Recognizing 
that all we have is a gift from God, we feel blessed to be 
able to contribute towards God’s work in our church.
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In our prayers 
remember:
✝ Hospitality as we welcome friends, 
visitors and guests.

✝ Health, comfort and healing for: 
Dahlia Mae Hoffman (granddaughter 
of Sue Wroblewski), Julie Underwood 
(daughter of Linda Crane), Adrian 
Gutierrez (grandson of Bob & Carol 
Ostergren), Steve Thompson (son 
of Anne Thompson), Winnie Tegge 
(mother of Suzy Tegge), Tom Morrell, 
Dylan Abraham, Sue Miller, Quentin 
Engelhart (son-in-law of Becky 
Hagness), Akwa Stella Ngang (wife 
of Ngwa Augustine), Lum Anne-
Zina Ngwa (daughter of Ngwa 
Augustine), Mark Stahnke (son of 
Lila Jean Stahnke), Sharon Henson 
(friend of Rebecca Hagness), Chris 
Schultz (daughter of Ken and Kay 
Larson), Joel Sherer (father of Nathan 
Sherer), Randy Morgan (second 
cousin of Nancy Abraham), Lorna 
May Huebner, Linda Leeder (sister of 
Randi Leeder), Richard LaBrie, Diane 
Mattes (cousin of Anne Wuethrich), 
Jan Anderzon, Sharon Koenig, Jo 
Conger, Jill Doll (daughter of Lila Jean 
Stahnke), Jenny Maahs (daughter of 
Rick and Nancy Maahs).

✝ For the safety and well-being 
of all who serve our community 
and nation as first responders, 
healthcare workers and military 
personnel, giving thanks for their 
dedication and courage.

God's Promise
by Dylan Abraham  
God promised us
He would send his Son
For all humankind,
And the battle is won.

Born in a manger,
Mary his mother
Holding him gently,
There is no other.

The shepherds and angels
Praising his birth
The child Savior
Has come to earth.

Joseph and Mary
Both feeling love,
Because Baby Jesus
Has come from above.

With adoration,
The Baby King
Will save the world,
As the angels sing.

The Racial Justice Corner
Beginning in November, The Midvale Racial Justice Group invited you 
to explore structural racism and white privilege through the eyes of an 
engaging, eloquent black man, Emmanuel Acho. Emmanuel is an ex-NFL 
football player currently working as a sports analyst on Fox. This first-
generation African American is a devout Christian who participates in 
yearly medical missions in Nigeria. He has produced a series of YouTube 
videos in which he discusses a variety of topics related to racism; titled 
“Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man.”  Emmanuel states 
in the introduction to the video series that he has created this series in 
order to educate and inform his white brothers and sisters on racism, 
system racism, social injustice, rioting & the hurt African Americans 
are feeling today. The series has been posted weekly in the Midvale 
Moments, but in case you missed them, we invite you to explore and 
learn. The videos can be found on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/
user/Eacho18

Q & A: Midvale’s YouTube Channel 
Q: I’ve never watched anything on YouTube. What is it exactly?  
A: YouTube is a free video sharing website that makes it easy to watch 
online videos. When you go to the website youtube.com, you can search 
videos by person, artist, topic, song title, etc. Midvale has posted many videos 
on YouTube since the pandemic began back in March, and while you could 
search individually for them, Midvale has made it easier for you by creating 
its own YouTube channel. 

Q: So what is a YouTube channel?  
A: You can think of it as sort-of a TV channel or homepage where all 
Midvale’s videos are collected. On this channel, you can view new Midvale 
videos and even watch old ones, any time you choose. 

Q: How do I find Midvale’s YouTube channel?  
A: Go to the website youtube.com. At the top, there is a search box. Type 
in “Midvale Community Lutheran Church.” Scroll down until you find our 
church name and click on it. You’ll be taken to Midvale’s main page. That’s 
our channel! 

Q: How do I get to all the Midvale videos from there?  
A: We’ve divided our videos into several categories or “playlists”, including 
Worship, Adult Forum, Stewardship, Children’s Ministry, and Midvale Music, 
to name a few. Click on “Playlists,” which you’ll find just below our church 
name. Click on the playlist you’re interested in, and you’ll be able to select 
from several different videos. Say you want to watch a video of a Midvale 
member presenting a musical piece. Click on the “Midvale Music” playlist, 
and you’ll see all the videos we’ve posted there. Click on the one(s) you want 
to view. Pretty easy! 

Q: Do I need to “Subscribe” - that red button?  
A: We encourage you to do so! If we reach 100 subscribers we have access 
to more features. Subscribing also helps you to find the channel more easily 
and can alert you when new videos are posted. 

That’s it! You can watch any of Midvale’s videos any time you want. It’s 
wonderful to see familiar faces and hear familiar voices during this time we 
need to stay physically distanced. And hopefully, the videos on Midvale’s 
YouTube channel will help you feel a bit more connected to our faith 
community.
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Midvale Staff
Co-Pastor, Katie Baardseth: katieb@midvalelutheran.org
Co-Pastor, Blake Rohrer: blaker@midvalelutheran.org
Visitation Pastor, Ken Smith: kens@midvalelutheran.org
Director of Children's, Youth & Family Ministry, Brenda Goble: 
brendag@midvalelutheran.org
Administrative Assistant, Pam Frey: info@midvalelutheran.org
Business Manager/Bookkeeper, Amanda Mueller: 
bookkeeper@midvalelutheran.org
Connections Coordinator, Laura Svaren: 
lauras@midvalelutheran.org
Director of Music Ministry, Laura Svaren: 
lauras@midvalelutheran.org
Chancel Choir Director, Mary Schmidt:  
marys@midvalelutheran.org
Handbell Choir Director, Eleanor Mertzenich:  
handbells@midvalelutheran.org
Children's Ministry Assistant, Marita Herkert-Oakland:  
childrensministry@midvalelutheran.org
Director of Children's Music, Ann McDermott: 
childrensmusicministry@midvalelutheran.org
Custodian, Maimouna Ziegler: custodian@midvalelutheran.org

Congregational Council
You can contact Church Council members directly through 
your online Midvale Realm account or or by contacting the 
church office.
President, Frank Erdman
Vice-President/President-Elect, Jocelyn Riley 
Treasurer, Derek Matzke
Secretary, Kristin Crisp
Adult Education, Nelse Grundvig
Building and Grounds, Hans Borcherding
Social Ministry, Ben Kempinen
Evangelism and Communications, Laurie Stensland
Congregational Life, Liz Mael and Danielle Lawson
Children/Youth Education, Mindy Anderson & Stefany Grainger
Stewardship, Kent Lawson
Worship, Randy Schultz
Youth and Family Ministry, Becki Fiegel & Julie Walsh

Midvale Community Lutheran Church
4329 Tokay Boulevard, Madison, WI 53711
Telephone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .608-238-7119
Email . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . info@midvalelutheran.org
Website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . midvalelutheran.org

Office Hours . . . . . . May vary - please call first 

prayer chain
If you have a prayer request, please call  

Mary Lou Leslie, 849-6450.

Jim Edwards
Phil and Sandy Larson

Memorials

Giving to Midvale from 
your IRA Required Minimum 
Distribution
The Charitable IRA Rollover is an appealing way to give 
to your church. Key qualifications are: 

• You must be 70 ½ years or older. 

• Only traditional IRAs are eligible for gifting. 

• Checks from the IRA must be written out to a qualified 
501(c)(3) charity, which includes the church and its ministries. 

Donors can also request a direct stock transfer from 
their plan administrator to a charity. IRA gifts will not be 
treated as taxable withdrawals. If you have not taken 
your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), this transfer 
will count towards your RMD for any given year. Any 
individual may directly transfer up to $100,000 annually 
to any 501(c)(3) nonprofit.

For more information regarding the Charitable 
IRA Rollover, please contact Midvale's bookkeeper, 
Amanda Mueller, (608) 238-7119 or bookkeeper@
midvalelutheran.org. Thank you for all the ways you give 
generously to support our congregation's daily ministry!

This information is not intended as legal advice. Donors 
should always consult with their legal or tax adviser 
before making a gift using IRA funds.

Consider ELCA Good Gifts this 
Christmas
The meaning of Christmas can get lost in our 
consumer-driven culture and the pressure of buying 
gifts that your loved ones may not really need or 
want. ELCA Good Gifts are a creative, meaningful 
way to support the ministries of the ELCA that mean 
the most to you and your loved ones. Popular gifts 
include a baby chick, a piglet, a pair of goats, or a 
girl's school uniform. You simply select a gift, get 
a card to acknowledge your gift, and change lives 
around the world in Jesus' name. Its easy to order or 
find more information online at elca.org/goodgifts.
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Bookkeeper Task Force 
9am
Staff Meeting Online 
10am
Adult Study Online: 
Advent 2pm
Youth Choir Online 6pm
Adult Study Online: 
Advent 7pm

Food Pantry Drop Off 
9am-4pm
Care Team Online 9am
Meditation On. 11am
AA High Noon 12pm
Confirmation 3:30, 
4:30, and 7pm
Handbell Choir 
Online 6:30pm

Online Grief 
Group 6pm
Chancel Choir 
Online 7pm

Worship Live Stream 9am 
midvalelutheran.org
Adult Forum Online 
Fellowship 10:15am
Adult Forum Online 
10:30am

Food Pantry Drop Off 
9am-4pm
Adult Ed Committee 
Online 7pm

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Bookkeeper Task Force 
9am
Staff Meeting Online 
10am
Adult Study Online: 
Advent 2pm
Youth Choir Online 6pm
Coffeeless Fellowship 
6:30pm
Adult Study Online: 
Advent 7pm

Food Pantry Drop Off 
9am-4pm
Coffeeless Fellowship 
10am
Holy Communion 
Elements 11am
Meditation On. 11am
AA High Noon 12pm 
Confirmation 3:30, 
4:30, and 7pm
Decorating 5:30pm
Handbell Choir 
Online 6:30pm

Worship Live Stream with 
Holy Communion 9am 
midvalelutheran.org
Sunday School Preschool 
Check In Online 10am
Adult Forum Online 
Fellowship 10:15am
Sunday School Family 
Zoom 10:20am
Adult Forum Online 
10:30am
Shepherd Zoom 10:40am

Food Pantry Drop Off 
9am-4pm
Executive Committee 
Online 5:45 pm 
Building & Grounds 
Committee Online 6pm
Social Ministry 
Committee Online 7pm

Bookkeeper Task Force 
9am
Staff Meeting Online 
10am
Esther Circle Online 1pm
Adult Study Online: 
Advent 2pm
Re-Entry Task Force 
Online 3pm
Youth Choir Online 6pm
Coffeeless Fellowship 
6:30pm
Adult Study Online: 
Advent 7pm

Food Pantry Drop Off 
9am-4pm
Coffeeless Fellowship 
10am
Meditation On. 11am
AA High Noon 12pm
Charity Circle 12:30pm
Confirmation 3:30, 
4:30, and 7pm
Handbell Choir 
Online 6:30pm

Chancel Choir 
Online 7pm

Advent Hum-
Along 5:30pm

Worship Live Stream 9am 
midvalelutheran.org
Holy Family Visit 11:00am

Food Pantry Drop Off 
9am-4pm
Energy Task Force 
Online 6pm
Worship Committee 
Online 6pm
Congregational Council 
Online 7pm

Bookkeeper Task Force 
9am
Staff Meeting Online 
10am
Youth Choir Online 6pm
Coffeeless Fellowship 
6:30pm

Food Pantry Drop Off 
9am-4pm
Coffeeless Fellowship 
10am
Holy Communion 
Elements 11am
Meditation On. 11am
AA High Noon 12pm
Handbell Choir 
Online 6:30pm

CHRISTMAS EVE
Christmas Eve 
Family Worship 
2pm
Christmas 
Eve Worship 
4:30pm
(or any time 
afterward)

CHRISTMAS 
DAY
Church 
Office 
Closed
Christmas 
Day 
Worship 
9am (or 
any time 
afterward)

Worship Live Stream with 
Holy Communion 9am 
midvalelutheran.org
Immigration Action Team 
Online 12:30pm

Food Pantry Drop Off 
9am-4pm
Midvale Readers 
Online 7pm

Bookkeeper Task Force 
9am
Staff Meeting Online 
10am

Food Pantry Drop Off 
9am-4pm
Meditation On. 11am
AA High Noon 12pm

NEW YEAR'S 
EVE

NEW YEAR'S 
DAY
Church 
Building 
Closed

THIS MONTH AT MIDVALE - DECEMBER 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

This schedule is tentative. 
Please check our weekly 
newsletter, The Moments, for 
the most current information.
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W. F. BUTLER
PLUMBING INC.
Heaters - Water Softeners

Repairs - Remodeling
New Construction

 2602 Monroe     233-1608

 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com Midvale Lutheran, Madison, WI A 4C 01-0664

 
 SENIOR 
 Apartments

Robert, Thomas, David, Daniel Keller
(608) 227-6543 | (608) 577-2451

www.KellerApartments.com

 Michael Wegner Agency
 425 Grand Canyon Dr.
 608-833-9000
 wegneragency.com
 michael@wegneragency.com

We’ll help you every step of the way.We’ll help you every step of the way.
Offering a continuum of care for seniors:Offering a continuum of care for seniors:
> Independent Living   > Assisted Living 
> Memory Care   > Rehabilitation
Call 608-663-8600 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com Call 608-663-8600 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com 
718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 
oakparkplace.com/madison

 STEVEN R. BASSETT. INC. 

 (608) 848-6152
 ARBORCARE
 LAWN & LANDSCAPEWORKS

www.srbassett.com

Same Day Service Since 1958

 1513 Emil Street 
    Madison, WI

Residential 
Commercial 

Industrial
Voice & Data

Design/Build Services
 

256-2983

Jerry Apps 
Writer 

Stories From The Land 
www.jerryapps.com

Since 1934

KELENY TOP SOIL
Shredded Top Soil - Washed Stone

Garden Mix Shredded Bark  
Crushed Rock & Granite - Sand

833-4835

James A. Olson 
Attorney - Church Member
Lawton & Cates, S.C.

345 W. Washington Ave., 
Ste. 201 Madison, WI 53703 

608.282.6200 
Fax: 608.282.6252 

jolson@lawtoncates.com

GARDENING & LANDSCAPING
608 . 8 38 . 2 054

Spacious, Senior 55+ Apartments

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

Scott Riley 
Master Plumber #246556

Commercial-Residential-Remodeling

Ph.: 608-233-3484 or  
608-848-3900

Dave Pinnow, REALTOR  
Team Pinnow at First Weber 

608.658.6072 | 608.217.0318
https://teampinnow.firstweber.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TeamPinnow/ 
https://www.zillow.com/profile/teampinnow/

The human side of real estate.TM

Two For One Experience - Covering Every Need

2017 President’s Circle Gold Award

608.836.9999 alphagraphicsmiddleton.com

Piper Dental
“Just a Hop, Skip 

and a Brush Away” 

4506 Regent St. 
Madison, WI 53705 

Jean Piper, DDS 
Tony Hosseini, DDS 

608-233-4242 
jeanpiperdds.com

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

Cabinets | Countertops  
 Endless Flooring Options

250 W Beltline Hwy • Madison 
608-257-0291 • coylecarpet.com 
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Dated Material

Worship With Us Online 
      Sundays at 9am

all are welcome

WORSHIP WITH US THIS CHRISTMAS
DECEMBER 24, 2:00 & 4:30PM   DECEMBER 25, 9:00AM

FACEBOOK.COM/MIDVALELUTHERAN


