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Sharing the Gospel
Put a brand new light bulb in a lamp. Turn the lamp on. It shines brightly. Now, unplug the lamp. The lamp
goes dark. It might be a nice lamp. It might have a new light bulb. Yet, without being plugged in to electricity,
the lamp cannot shine. In today's Gospel, Jesus is the vine and you are a branch. As long as you are attached to
Jesus, your faith can grow fruit like love, kindness and gentleness. If you break away from Jesus, your faith
will die, and you will not grow any fruit. Stay plugged in to Jesus, so you can shine. Stay connected to Jesus, so
your faith can grow fruit.
Prayer
God, help me to stay connected to Jesus.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of a tall vine with one branch for every person in your family. Write Jesus' name on the vine,
and write the names of your family members on the branches.
Mission for the Week
Read Galatians 5:2223 with your family. Write down the nine different kinds of fruit that will grow from your
faith, when you stay connected to Jesus. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Fifth Sunday of Easter
“Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily
describe the current display of human existence. In
addition to the violence, unrest, uneasiness and turmoil that are common elements of our daily news,
other essential pieces are misplaced or missing.
Many lack an objective center around which to order
and structure their lives or a clear set of definable
goals or mores to act as guideposts and life directives. It appears that “feelings” have become a “new
god” and traditional structures and ideals set aside. It
is almost as if history only shows that we got this
whole thing wrong and many are determined to finally set things right. The real truth, however, is that
while wrongs and errors are certainly a part of our
oftencheckered past, it is hardly the case that all was
wrong. It is not our task to rewrite the history of our
lives, but to learn from mistakes that were made, and
preserve the perennial wisdom at the root of our successes. Learning is an essential part of being human.
The question becomes, however, from whom do we
learn? Some have such a hard time placing God in
that position, but that is precisely where God needs to
be. God is the Master Teacher from whom all of humanity learns and gets its cues. It is in and through
this relationship with the Gardener of Life that we
are fashioned and pruned into the people we are intended to be and can be. It is only in God that we are
able to find our best selves. Sadly, many think that
religion too, as well as history in general, has also
gotten all this wrong. Yet, our resurrection faith tells
us differently. We are reminded, today especially, that
we are meant to remain in Christ as Christ remains in
us. We are also reminded that Jesus, the Incarnate
God, is the vine upon which we grow, the branches
that flow from the source of God’s life.
Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful endeavor. It is not easy to set our own desires and wants
aside and allow God to step in and direct and guide
our growth. But this is the only way to prevent deadly weeds from overtaking us and bringing us to a
place of selfdestruction. God’s commandments are
the very guideposts and benchmarks we need, yet
many seek to remove them from all public view because they appear to limit selfexpression and suppress what is considered by many to be “human freedom.” They are the only way we can find freedom,
however. And, until we learn this fundamental lesson,
we will continue to spiral out of control, never really
knowing who we are, what our potential can be or
how life really can be lived. We will not know peace.
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Quinto Domingo de Pascua
El domingo pasado, el Señor
Jesús se presentaba como el Buen
Pastor, y ahora nos da la imagen
de la vid y los sarmientos. “Yo
soy la vid verdadera y mi Padre es el labrador. Toda
rama que no da fruto en mí, la corta. Y todo sarmiento que da fruto, lo limpia para que dé más fruto”.
(Juan 15:12). La vida del cristiano es de un constante
cambio de limpieza y permanencia. Todos los días se
presentan oportunidades nuevas de crecimiento humano y espiritual. Aquí se trata de crecer en Dios y
dar fruto, y darse cuenta que sin Dios no se hace, ni
se es nada. Es la prueba del discípulo, dar fruto en las
cosas ordinarias, en las cosas sencillas. Haciéndolas
extraordinarias por el amor.
¿Cómo estamos vinculados a Jesús en el mundo actual? ¿De qué manera doy fruto en este tiempo?
Muchas veces, es difícil permanecer unidos, hay tantas cosas que nos separan de Dios. La frialdad hacia
el que sufre, el enfermo, el pobre y desamparado. Nos
urge un cambio radical en el amor y en la confianza,
de que unidos podemos movernos hacia el amor cristiano. Debemos esforzarnos día a día en hacer el bien,
especialmente para dejar algo provechoso a las generaciones venideras. Jesús lo afirmó claramente, al
permanecer en él podremos pedir lo que queramos y
sea de provecho para la salvación, y se cumplirá. Ese
es el testamento. No hay vuelta de hoja. ¡Padre Santo,
ayúdanos a permanecer muy cerca de Jesús siempre!
Especialmente, en tiempos de prueba. Te pedimos fe
y esperanza.
©LPi

Readings for the week of May 2, 2021
Sunday: Acts 9:2631/Ps 22:2627, 28, 30, 3132
[26a]/1 Jn 3:1824/Jn 15:18
Monday: 1 Cor 15:18/Ps 19:23, 45 [5]/Jn 14:614
Tuesday: Acts 14:1928/Ps 145:1011, 1213ab, 21
[cf. 12]/Jn 14:2731a
Wednesday: Acts 15:16/Ps 122:12, 34ab, 4cd5
[cf. 1]/Jn 15:18
Thursday: Acts 15:721/Ps 96:12a, 2b3, 10 [3]/Jn
15:911
Friday: Acts 15:2231/Ps 57:89, 10 and 12 [10a]/Jn
15:121

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  RECOGNIZE GOD
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Branching Out Isn’t Always What It’s
Cracked Up to Be
“That’s a really beautiful tree branch. Man,
would you look at the bark on that thing? The
others are real duds, but that lowhanging branch
has really got it all together.”
I’ve never heard anyone say this. Maybe I just
need to hang out with more arborists, but I can’t
recall ever hearing someone admire the particular
beauty of a single branch. When someone comments on a tree, it’s usually the whole tree ²
perhaps a visual element of it, like the color of
the leaves or its height. But people don’t usually
zero in on one branch.

Saturday/sabado May/mayo 1, 2021
6:30 
Por la Salud de Adela Carrasco


+Rosario Carrasco

Maybe that’s because usually, if one branch is
looking a little weak, chances are every other
branch is, too.
En Acción de Gracias Verónica Martínez

The Bible tells us that when we bear fruit as good
everyday stewards, it is for the Father’s glory.
We are the branch on His magnificent tree. What
we have is from Him, and what we do likewise
points back to Him. We also tend to reflect how
well the other branches around us are incorporating the nutrients coming their way. That’s all fine
and good in theory. In practice, it can be an arduous exercise in humility.

En Acción de Gracias Naborina Martínez

Pastor/Párroco
Rev. Orlando Flores
Associate Pastor/Vicario
Rev. Misabet Garcia Gil
Deacon/Diácono
Martin Horta

When I do something virtuous or charitable or
kind, there is a part of me that wants to stand out
for it. I think that’s true for all of us. We’ve given
of ourselves in some way or overcome some human temptation to accomplish a little bit of good
in this world, and even though we know God sees
us, we’d really love for everyone else to see it,
too.
It’s a struggle, for sure. But we need to remember
that our fruit belongs to the whole tree.
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Servicios de Consejeria

Bloom Township ofrece servicios de consejeria en
sus oficinas en el 425 S Halsted, Chicago Heights,
para hacer una cita favor de llamar al 708-709-7286.


Counseling Services

Bloom Township offers counseling services in their
office at 425 S Halsted, Chicago Heights, IL 60411,
please call at 708-709-7286.
.

Ways to Support St Paul Chicago Heights
Formas de Apoyar a la Iglesia San Pablo
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South Oak Community Discount

Denny
Guest’s

.com

Financiamiento para todos • Vendemos SUV’s, Camionetas y Carros de todas marcas.

www.southoak.com

Traigan este boletín para recibir descuento de empleado y

donaremos $100 a la iglesia de San Pablo.
Bring this bulletin to receive an employee discount and we will also donate $100 to Saint Paul Parish.

Por favor de contactar a Jessica Rodríguez (708-747-7950 Ext 1070) ó Fabian Díaz (708-747-7950 Ext 1211)
Griselda Bravo
Auto-Home-Life
Se Habla Español

Karen Graham, Agent
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURANCE & BONDS
Rudy Mendez • 708-768-1662 Cell
Conrado Mendez • 708-906-4512 Cell

245 W. Joe Orr Rd.
Chicago Hts. (708) 755-3000
We do auto loans too!

• Breakfast Lupita’s Bridal House
• Lunch
Bodas • Quinceañeras • Bautismo
Comunión • Prom • Toxedo Rental
• Catering

KERR-PARZYGNOT
FUNERAL HOME
Corner of Dixie Highway and
Joe Orr. Rd.

Established 1891
Family Owned

708-755-1118

Decoración • Recuerdos • Accesorios
1817 Chicago Rd. • Chicago Heights

Chicago Heights, IL

708-890-6564

1016 Dixie Hwy

754-0016

Personal and
Business Accounts
Since 2005
(708) 755-8300
www.ms.tax

Maria Arebalo
Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today!
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Insurance Agency
MARIA AGUILAR
Se Habla Español
AUTO •CASA •NEGOCÍO
1027 Dixie Hwy
Chicago Heights

403 W. Lincoln Hwy. Suite 9
Chicago Heights, IL

(708) 754-0220
maria@hiwayinsurance.com

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

➢ Personal & Corporate Tax Preparation
➢ Business Payroll & Sales Tax Management
➢ Notary Republic ➢ Many Other Clerical Services

STEGER MEMORIAL
CHAPEL
“Because We Care”
3045 Chicago Rd.
Steger, IL

708-755-6100

www.smitsfuneralhomes.com

C&M

COLLISION CENTER

(708) 814-0085
cmcollisioncenter.com
306 E. 16th St. • Chicago Heights, IL 60411

LEE-JAGMIN DENTAL-DENTISTA

Elizabeth Studio
Photo & Video

Aceptando Pacientes Nuevos

Quinceañeras• Bodas
Presentaciones • Bautizos

708.755.6700
(Habla Español)

Elizabeth Garcia • 708-466-9685

1020 Chicago Road

Elizabethstudiophotovideo

Pro Financials & Insurance Svcs
• Seguro para propietarios
de casa y auto
• Seguros de negocios
• Semi camion
• Seguros de vida y salud
• Taxas personal y negocios

Phone (708) 233-8870 ext: 104
9957 S. Roberts Rd. • Palos Hills, IL 60465
Direct: 708-737-0464
Aplicacion para ITIN number: NOSOTROS VERIFICAMOS SU PASAPORTE

Descuento de $25 para itin con codigo: PRO19
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