
Dear St. Peter Parishioners,  
 
STATE ASSEMBLY INVOCATION – On Tuesday, January 21, 
2020 I was honored at the request of State Assembly Representa-
tive Rick Gundrum to offer the invocation to begin their 1PM  
legislative session.  Paul in his 1st letter to Timothy writes: “First 
of all, then, I ask that supplications, prayers, petitions and thanks-
givings be offered for everyone, for kings and all in authority, that 
we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all devotion and dignity; 
this is good and pleasing to God our Savior, who wills everyone  
to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth.”  In his time 
there were apparently some members of the church who were of  
a disposition not to pray for rulers who were pagans or with whom 
they had a partisan disagreement.  Paul says that was unbefitting 
for Christians as Jesus came for the salvation of all, not just some.  
I was reminded of this as I prepared my prayer to open the session 
and offer it as a way in which we might pray for all local, state and 
national leaders as well as all those seeking to be candidates in 
coming elections so that a respect for all with whom we may agree 
or disagree may permeate our every issue-oriented conversation.  
 
“In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit: Amen.  
Lord, God, we give you praise and thanks for the many gifts with 
which we are richly and truly blessed, with special thanks for the 
freedom of expression and responsible participation with which we 
have been entrusted for matters affecting good social order and 
public welfare; we are empowered by the confidence placed in us 
through citizen voters to help determine that which will build, 
maintain and strengthen the course of the common good –   
Promoting human dignity, protecting innocent human life and 
rights; fostering a united sense of purpose without failing in  
respect for diversity; encouraging prosperity without overlooking 
the needs of those lacking resources; ensuring public safety with-
out furthering fear or diminishing courage; giving opportunities  
so that each person, no matter how humble their origins, may make 
a difference in the quality of our communities; making a state of 
being for those in our State a state of well-being.  Lord God, many 
voices seek our attention that are equally passionate, zealous,  
convinced of the necessity, priority and rightness of their outlooks 
on challenging issues facing us; may we be blessed with grace to 
listen well and hear deeply, to hear not only what each may say but 
also hear the greater chorus of hope, rising from the good in each 
voice, which, when heard and blended together, result in more than 
compromises but can make for a collaboration that invites cooper-
ation resulting in a harmony we call community.  Lord God, once 
we have listened well to all whose dream and hopes we represent, 
then grant us civil, respectful dialogue among ourselves so that, 
encouraged by the honor we accord one another, we may bring, 
give, devote and do our best in this work of helping to govern and 
guide your people; may the work at hand not only be matters upon 
which we vote but also be our way to live out the human call to 
holiness and wholeness of life by making God’s work of bringing 
about a heavenly kingdom on earth our won work, too!  We ask 
this blessing in the name of Jesus Who lives and reigns, forever 
and ever. Amen.” 
 

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES – We live in times when we seem to 
have lots of enemies, foreign and domestic, partisan, personal and 
political; the stress and tensions of such relationships are too often 
tragically acted out in random, sometimes planned acts of sense-
lessly aggressive armed violence that seem to be reported as an 
almost daily occurrence somewhere.  While many concerned  
with public safety and security suggest various ways to prevent or 
minimize these occasions of harm, ways we heed if wise and good 
as far as they go against the unruliness of irrational evil and the ill 
will some seem to bear others without regard for innocents caught 
in between, our faith insists that we intensify our love for God and 
include in it, as Jesus says, love for enemies as manifestation of a 
true love of God.  This most difficult of all the commandments that 
Jesus gave us was foreshadowed by David’s conduct toward King 
Saul who sought his life in 1 Samuel 24:3-21; after Saul eased 
nature and was napping in a cave, David snuck in and could have 
ended Saul’s threats with one well-aimed thrust of a spear; instead, 
he quietly cut off the edge of Saul’s cloak and, once at a safe  
distance, called out loudly, awakening Saul to what might have 
happened had not David loved God and respected His anointed 
king (even though, by this time, Saul had been rejected for dis-
obedience to God).  Saul realized that David’s restraint qualified 
him as the future king and, for a time, stopped pursuing David’s 
life.  St. Francis de Sales said: “Happy souls love God, their 
friends in God, and their enemies for God … God it is they love, 
not only more than anything else but in everything and everything 
in Him.”  If we intensify our love for God, our vision broadens and 
we discover ways to love everyone, even those who hate us or who 
we may feel like hating.  It would be to our detriment to forget that 
God loves all. 
 
LENT BEGINS ON ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 – 
Inviting us to intensify our spiritual lives through emphasis on 
fasting, prayer and almsgiving.  Experiences are more likely to 
deliver happiness than material goods, so the time we spend with 
God in prayer, moderating and restraining our bodily senses, and 
give in service to others as charity is well-spent, better than ways 
in which we thoughtlessly do so.  Our life spans are 13% longer 
than they were in 1960, but the 198% increase in our spending 
power contaminates much of our time as we do one thing while 
thinking about something else to do; trying to get more miles per  
minute through our devices just leaves us feeling frazzled.  Prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving require that we actually take “time-off” 
from screen time and junk communications we try to keep up with, 
pretending we’re getting something done when actually we aren’t!  
If being constantly connected and working more seem virtuous, we 
may need a good Lent far more than ever …      
 
DEBT RETIREMENT – The bank loan for our Church  
renovations, initially $650,000, is now down to $35,832.89 as of 
January 31, 2020: your generosity helps it go down, saving  
interest; thank you!    
 
Affectionately, Father Rick 
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EASTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS:  
Saturdays, February 29-April 4, 2020; 4-4:45PM 
Monday, April 6, 2020; 10:30-11:30AM 
Tuesday, April 7, 2020; 9-10AM 
Wednesday, April 8, 2020; 4-5PM & 7-8PM 
 
 

TRI-PARISH CLUSTER CONFESSIONS: 
ST. PETER 

Saturday, April 4, 2020; 10:30AM 
 
 

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY MASSES: 
April 4-5, 2020 
Saturday: 5PM & 8PM 
Sunday: 7AM, 9AM, 11AM 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES:    
April 6, 7, 8; 8AM 
(Stations of the Cross after Mass on Wednesday) 
 

HOLY THURSDAY MASS:  
April 9, 2020; 7PM 
 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES:  
April 10, 2020; 1PM 
Living Stations of the Cross at 7PM 

BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD:  
April 11, 2020; Noon 
 
HOLY SATURDAY/EASTER SUNDAY: 
April 11-12, 2020 
Saturday: 8:00PM ONLY 
Sunday, 7AM, 9AM & 11AM 

From: Father Jonathon 
INTRODUCING GRIEF SUPPORT MINISTRY 

 
   The grief journey is a life experience that no one escapes. Each 
person’s loss is unique to that person.  
   People seek emotional support for various reasons during their 
lives. An individual may be grieving the loss of a loved one,  
having difficult marital or family problems, grieving the loss of a 
relationship, separation or divorce. 
   At times, grief support resources are scarce. St. Peter’s is able to 
provide individuals in our parish community with a person experi-
enced in Grief Support. Cheryl Touchett is a retired marriage and 
family therapist with 17 years experience working with people 
who are going through difficult times. 
   To learn more, please contact Cheryl Touchett, Grief Support 
Minister at 262-377-7282, cheryltouchett@gmail.com or Lisa 
Schmitt, Minister of Aging at 262-644-8083, lisa.schmitt@    
stpeterslinger.org. 

 
Education: Marriage and Family Therapy Certificate (2004),  

Family Therapy Training Institute; Master of Science in Clinical 
Psychology (2002),WI School Of Professional Psychology; 
   Credentials: Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, Retired-
State of Wisconsin (2004) 
   Hobbies/Interests: Cooking, playing tennis, swimming, reading, 
and playing with my grandkids. 
   Family:  My former husband of 27 years, David, passed away 
in 2019. We were blessed with four children and their equally 
wonderful spouses and seven grandchildren.  
 
After serving as facilitator of a Support Group at St. Frances 
Cabrini in West Bend for 17 years, I look forward to a new life 
chapter of serving through the ministry of Grief Support as a 
member of St. Peter’s Catholic Parish. 

Young Adults | Verso L’Alto | (To the Heights!) 
   One of my goals as your parish priest is to continue to reach  
out to our young adults (men and women in their 20s and 30s).  
While we might have a number of young adults in our parishes,  
I want more.  Even more so, I want our parishes to be a place 
where all young adults – married or single, families or not – can 
grow together spiritually, socially, and communally. We should 
have a group of young adults who pray together and for one  
another, who spend time together, who support one another, who 
go to Mass together. We should have a group of young adult 
Catholics who are friends together. 
   To that end, we are beginning a young adult [movement], 
which we will call Verso L’Alto (more below).  What will we do 
and be about?  Only God knows; we will cooperate with Him.  
To begin with, we will have a very casual gathering on the first 
Friday of every month, beginning March 6th at 6:30 PM.  Casual 
gathering = Board Games/Cards + Beverages that you bring + 
Snacks + little prayer. (And, feel free to bring children, as you’d 
like + activities for them)  For questions or ideas, e-mail me 
frjs@stpeterslinger.org or call. 
   If you are, perhaps, not a young adult in your 20s and 30s,  
I ask for your prayers for our young people and to invite or  
encourage someone else to attend. 
A Saint for our times – Blessed Pierre Giorgio Frassati 
   Following on that, you might wonder what Verso L’Alto 
means. That phrase, in Italian, means “To the heights”. It is  
associated with Blessed Pierre Giorgio Frassati who was a young 
Italian man born in Turin in 1901.  He was known for his service 
to the poor, to young people and to whomever he encountered in 
life. He loved to be outdoors, leading mountain climbing expedi-
tions, skiing.  But, most importantly, he loved the Lord.  He 
loved bringing people to the Church.  He loved praying before 
the Blessed Sacrament. At only the age of 24, Frassati died fairly 
quickly of polio.  When he died, his family was surprised to find 
thousands and thousands of people trying to attend his funeral 
Mass – all the poor and needy whom he had served during his 
lifetime! 
   On a picture of Blessed Pierre Giorgio Frassati climbing to the 
top of a mountain, he wrote, “Verso L’Alto”, which means to the 
heights.  In context, he meant to the top of the mountain he was 
climbing. But, certainly, he also had a spiritual meaning:  to the 
heights of heaven. Frassati was, after all, a man seeking God and 
seeking to be in Heaven with Him forever.  Despite being only 
24 years old, he has captured the imagination of generations of 
young people to follow the Lord.  He teaches all of us that no 
matter how old or young we are, we are called to follow the Lord 
and deepen our lives of prayer. I hope his example of holiness,  
of living the Beatitudes, and of seeking to have a deeper relation-
ship with Jesus will inspire all of us to become saints in our own 
way and in our own places.   

Rita’s Table  
Tuesday, March 10th, 2020 

5 to 7PM-St. Peter Church Hall 
Rita’s Table is a community outreach 

program named after St. Rita. It’s intended to be a simple time to 
spend with others and build new friendships, enjoy conversation 
and share life’s joys and challenges – while enjoying a free meal. 
To let us know your coming call Jennifer Schultz at 262-353-1227 
or Lisa Schmitt at 262-644-8818. All are welcome!! 



CONSIDER A ST. PETER CATHOLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION 

We Pray, Play and Learn 
Enrolling 3K – 5th Grade 

Offering Exceptional Catholic Education since 1881 
If you want your child’s education to reflect your faith, morals 
and values, we encourage you to consider St. Peter Catholic 
School. Your choice will send the message that you value an  
education that is grounded in challenging your child’s mind,  
developing his/her character and living as Jesus taught us. This 
message is woven into every aspect of the school day – from the 
curriculum to spiritual formation to extracurricular activities.    
We offer the following: caring teachers in a secure and loving 
environment, high academics and study skills, four options for 
the 3K and 4K programs, childcare before/after school and  
summer childcare, classroom visits and instruction by Fr. Rick 
Stoffel and Fr. Jonathon Schmeckel, smart boards, ipads and 
chrome books, spanish, art, music, library, PE, health,  
Technology, Mass attendance and participation, extracurricular 
activities/educational field trips, bussing (4K – 5th grade), and 
tuition assistance. If you’d like more information about our 
school, shadow a classroom or take a tour, please contact Cheryl 
Jaeger, Principal/Marketing Director (262-644-8083 x3100,   
cheryl.jaeger@stpeterslinger.org), or check out our website: 
www.spcsslinger.org. May God bless you and your families as 
you consider this important decision for your child! 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK  
We had a wonderful week with a kick off Mass with Archbishop 
Listecki, bowling, theme days, valentine decorations for Autumn 

Oaks, reading in the gym with flashlights and aliens/space people.     



   JOIN THE KNIGHTS FOR COLUMBUS...  
We are a group of Catholic men of faith and of  
charitable action that was chartered in 1999. Our council 
started 20 years ago and as we get ready to celebrate  
we would love for you to join our order. So if you are 
waiting for someone to ask you, we are asking you now 
to become a Knight. Our programs and activities make a 

difference in the community and our churches. Want to get involved? 
Join us, St. Peter Knights of Columbus Council 12588. Contact: GK - 
TERRY KRALL AT 262-644-6422. 

 
DON’T FORGET TO JOIN US FOR THE KNIGHTS 

OF COLUMBUS CINNAMON ROLL SALES.  
WATCH THE WEEKLY BULLETINS FOR  

UPCOMING DATES. HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

 YOUTH MINISTRY  

 
 St. Peter’s will host a Blood Drive  

Monday, April 20th 
2-6PM in the Church Hall 

 
Your gift of blood will give someone the 
gift of life. Schedule an appointment  

on-line at www.bcw.edu/slinger or call 877-232-4376 to 
donate. Walk-ins are welcome. Knights of Columbus will 
be serving hot sandwiches.  

 Summer Youth Adventures in 2020! 
Steubenville Catholic Youth Conference – Denver, CO: June 18 – 22 
The Steubenville Youth Conference is an event that addresses the needs  
of today’s Catholic youth. Through this conference, our teens will be  
inspired to become strong Catholic young adults.   
 
Totus Tuus:  July 12-17—Totus Tuus is an inspiring  week-long summer 
Catholic youth program, designed for grades 1 - 12, dedicated to sharing 
the Gospel and promoting the Catholic Faith. Hosted right here at St. Peter 
Grade School - 9AM—3PM; Middle & High School - 6:30-9 PM. 
 
Middle School Mission Camp:  July 27-30—“Camp” overnight in St. 
Peter’s Youth Room; Mission Work in the neighborhoods and parks of 
Washington County during the day and faith related games and activities 
every evening. Good food, friends, faith and fun. 
 
For more information on any of these exciting events, please contact 
Kim Slizewski at resecretary@stpeterslinger.org or 262-644-8083 x 2211. 

Sacrament Preparation 
Please pray for our 34 confirmation candidates 
preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday, 
March 31st at 2PM in St. Peter Church with Bishop 
Jeffrey Haines, along with our 46 second graders 
celebrating their First Communion on Sunday, May 3rd 
at 1PM. 

Registration Sunday for St Peter Religious 
Education: is coming up on  April 26, 2020. Current 
families should watch their e-mail for more information.  
New families interested in enrolling children in grades 
Preschool-11 for next year should contact Kim at  
resecretary@stpeterslinger.org or 262-644-8083 x2211 
for more information. 

“The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ” - Good Friday April 10, 2020 at 7PM 
 

A Passion Play Performance by the St. Peter Slinger Youth 
Group. Come experience a living commemoration of Our 
Lord's Passion at St. Peter Catholic Church. 
 

 New this year:  THE TOMB 

We will lay Jesus in a Tomb on the front lawn and place 
Roman Guards in two or three hour shifts to guard the Tomb 
throughout the night and all day Saturday, until Sunday 
morning; then we will have Angels standing watch to proclaim 
the Resurrection to all passersby. The goal is at least two adults 
per shift: Parent(s) with children, Knights of Columbus, adult 
couples or friends.   

 
 
Evangelization:  Our hope is that this will become a community wide   
Evangelization effort, proclaiming the Death and Resurrection of Jesus to our whole 
Slinger Community. Can’t take a shift, how about stopping by with some warm 
coffee or cocoa or fresh baked treats for our Guards and Angels. Contact Eileen for 
more information or to get involved at eileen.belongea@stpeterslilnger.org or  
262-644-8083x 2207. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
In A Biblical Walk Through the Mass, you will 
come to know and understand the Mass like never 
before. You will discover the rich meanings behind 
why we say what we say and do during the Liturgy. 
The words and gestures of the Mass will be seen in a 
new light, leading you to a more meaningful, more 
fruitful worship experience. “... in all our standing 
and kneeling, silent attentiveness and responses: 
there really is ‘something deeper going on there.’” 
—Dr. Anthony Lilles 

Thursdays at 6:30PM  
April 23 – May 21, 2020 

Watch the bulletin for more details or contact Kim at 
resecretary@stpeterslinger.org 262-644-8083 x2211. 

Thousands sought Jesus during his life. 
Only a few followed him to Calvary. 
What will you do? Filmed on location in 
the Holy Land, No Greater Love is a 
biblical pilgrimage that reveals Christ’s 
amazing love for us. Best-selling author 
Edward Sri guides you through the last 
hours of Christ’s life. You will walk step
-by-step with Jesus from the garden of 

Gethsemane to Mount Calvary. Every step of the way, Old Testament 
prophecies, messianic expectations, biblical symbolism, and historical context 
shed light on the mystery of Christ’s suffering and death. Experience a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of God’s immeasurable and unconditional love 
for you—and grow closer to Jesus.  

Thursdays at 6:30PM  
March 5 – April 2, 2020 

To register contact Kim at resecretary@stpeterslinger.org or 644-8083 x2211. 

               FROM THE BACK PEW 

                                Paul Rogers 
 
      THE UNBLOODY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS 
 
    I was speaking to parents of our 2nd graders who are preparing for their First Communion.  

   At this meeting I asked if any of them remember the saying, “the unbloody sacrifice of the Mass.” 
 

     It should come as no surprise that no one could recall having heard it. This gave me an opportunity to 
    speak about the nature of the Holy Eucharist, not only as a meal but as a sacrifice. I spoke about the 
    concepts and the necessity of  THE TEMPLE, SACRIFICE, BLOOD, and THE LAMB OF GOD.   

     At St. Peter’s and indeed all Catholic Churches, we have altars. You only have altars if you offer a 
    sacrifice. 

 
The ancient Jews offered sacrifices to God at the temple in Jerusalem.  Some of these sacrifices involved turtle doves, sheep or cattle. At 
Passover time, the Jews slaughtered unblemished lambs for their Sedar Meals. This is what Jesus was 
celebrating at his Last Supper with his disciples. However, Jesus is identified as the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sins of the world.  
 
It is Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross, his bloody death, that clears the way for our redemption. At the Last 
Supper, Jesus changes the Jewish ritual meal and invites us to eat and drink his Body and Blood.  He 
says that for anyone to enjoy life everlasting, he must eat the flesh and drink the blood. (John 6:53). 
The mystery of Faith: Christ has died, Christ has risen and Christ will come again. We are invited to do 
what Jesus commanded us to do: offer bread and wine (indeed ourselves) to become the sacred body 
and blood of Christ at words the priest speaks during the Eucharistic Prayer. We do this; we participate 
now in the “unbloody sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the altar.”  

 
We are privileged when we are in the right disposition to receive his Sacred Body and Blood at Holy 
Communion at Mass. 



St. Peter Congregation 
208 E. Washington Street 
Slinger, WI 53086 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESED 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
SLINGER, WI 
Permit No. 10 

ST. PETER CATHOLIC CHURCH ***** SLINGER, WISCONSIN 

SPRING 2020 NEWSLETTER 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 

MARCH 2020 
07/08   Cinnamon Roll Sales        
08        Church Tour 
            MounTeens 
14        Men of Christ Conference 
15        CONFIRMATION DAY 
23/25   TRI PARISH MISSION 
28        First Communion Mini Retreat 
 
APRIL  2020 
02/05   SPCS Book Fair 
04        Spaghetti Dinner  
05        Palm Sunday 
06        Bereavement & Loss Support Group 
09        Holy Thursday/Last Supper with Fr. Rick 
10        Good Friday/ Passion Play/No School 
11        Holy Saturday/Blessing of Easter Food 
12        EASTER SUNDAY 
18/19   Cinnamon Roll Sales 
19        MounTeens 
20        Blood Drive 
25     Spring Salad Luncheon 
28        Appreciation Dinner 
29        Grandparents Day at SPCS  

         
 SPCS SPRING BREAK  

APRIL 10th-17th  
 

 

MAY 2020 
02/03  Take Stock in Youth  
03       FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS 
08       SPCS Spring Concert  
09       Little Flower Tea Party 
           Blue Knights Father/Son Day 
           Youth Bake Sale & Coffeehouse 
09/10  May Crowning  
10    HAPPY MOTHERS DAY 
17    MounTeens 
25       MEMORIAL DAY -  
                          THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE 

ST . PETERS ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE  
AUGUST 14-16, 2020—CHURCH HALL 

We need your gently used items and bakers too for our 
rummage & bake sale. All inquiries please contact Cindy 
Rogers Rummage Sale Committee Chair at 262-644-7455. 

ARCHDIOCESE SURVEY 
We are participating in the  
Archdiocese wide survey reflect-
ing on what the parish is doing to 
support your spiritual growth. The 

survey will be open to all parishioners age 18 and older. 
Please watch the bulletin and website for more information. 


