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“Blessed are those servants
whom the master finds vigilant
on his arrival. Amen, | say to you,
he will gird himself, have them
recline at table, and proceed to
wait on them.” - Lk 12:37
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From the Pastor...

Dear Parishioners,

The movement from "if " to "when". Some years ago,
when I worked in business, we were estimating a
computer project and talking about "if" we were to do
this, this is what we would have to do. We had done
all the estimates of time and money and projected the
revenue, then it seemed as if the project was put on
the shelf, and forgotten about. At least it was true for
those of us that had worked on it.

Then, months later, I got called into a meeting and
suddenly found that moment of the movement from
"if" to "when." It turned out to be an important
element of the larger project that we were working
on. We had to scramble to make it happen along with
everything else that was going on. From that day
forward, we always talked about the project as
"when" it was going to happen not "if" it was going to
happen.

I feel that this is where we are at with Alpha. It's a
good project, and some people have gone through it,
have done the "when." Now, we need the "if"
parishioners to move from "if" I make the time for
this to "when."

Why is Alpha so important? Please read the
accompanying article here by Julianne Stanz titled
“Reaching Our Younger Generations for Christ.”
Know that we as Catholics, practicing Catholics, need
to step up in talking about our faith. We need to talk
about our faith to our children, our grandchildren, and
our neighbors and friends. To help us do this and also
to pray with others. I see Alpha as an important step
to help make this happen.

So if you haven't already participated in an Alpha
group, look at the enclosed options coming our way
this fall and seriously consider moving from “if” to
“when.”

Fr Doug

P.S. Thank you to all that helped with our parish
picnic this weekend!

A Note From Fr. Jose...

Tremendous hope for the future

This week I was blessed to be with our seminarians on
their retreat. After a year of ordination, the priests
come back and share their one-year experience in the
priesthood with them. I was blessed to share the joys
and blessings that God has given me by being here at
St. Francis of Assisi parish.
As always, every time you are asked to share and give
of yourself, you end up receiving more by those whom
you shared with. This was not the exception. I was
truly humbled and excited for the future of the Church.
These men chosen by God to be his future priests are
truly inspirational and their authentic desire to know
God, to serve Him and His people is admirable. The
joy of abandoning oneself to God’s will is palpable in
these young men. These are young disciples of Jesus
Christ, who are fully invested in their own relationship
with Jesus so that they can grow in holiness, in virtue
and only then go out and share the love of Christ with
those whom they will serve.
It is so refreshing to see that our Lord is calling young
men of great caliber to work in his vineyard. Their
hunger and thirst for intimate union with the Lord in
their hearts is contagious. Jesus continuous to call men
and women from our parish to serve his Church in the
priesthood and religious life but we must pray for them
so that they have the courage to answer the call and to
surrender to the will of God. There is tremendous hope
for the future of our Church. You and I are part of this
hope. The more we surrender to God, the more
joy-filled, peaceful, and free we will be. May the Holy
Spirit increase our faith, hope and charity.
In the Heart of Jesus,
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Reaching our younger generations for Christ

By Julianne Stanz | Special To The Compass n SPAGE

July 3, 2019 (reprinted with permission from The Compass)

Questions that I am asked most often include, “How do I keep my an Gn ncE
children practicing their faith?”” and “How do I encourage my
children, grandchildren, family members or friends to come back

to their Catholic roots?” These are not easy questions, and part of
the difficulty in answering them lies in our identity as Catholics

today. Julianne Stanz

Catholics are no longer the homogenous group they once were,

holding the same beliefs and practices in common. When people say they are Catholic, it may mean that they attend Mass
daily or once a month or attend only at Christmas or Easter. For others, it might mean they no longer go to Mass at all, but
still want to be married in the church or have their child baptized.

This distinction is critical, especially when it comes to our youth. According to a 2018 study conducted by the Center for
Applied Research in the Apostolate at Georgetown and Saint Mary’s Press, 74 percent of young people said they stopped
identifying as Catholic between ages 10 and 20, with a median age of 13. But it is important to know that while they may
have stopped identifying with their Catholic faith, they may still be in attendance at religious education, attending Catholic
schools and present regularly or periodically at Mass.

However, recent research gives us some hopeful insights when it comes to those young people who researchers call
Millennials and “Generation Z.” Generation Z is the generation that is roughly between the ages of 7 and 22 currently, while
Millennials were born between 1981 and 1996. The new Barna Study, “Reviving Evangelism,” revealed that Millennial
“non-Christians” (which would include anyone who would not describe themselves as a Christian, including Catholics who
no longer identify as Catholics) are twice as likely to be curious about Christianity than older “non-Christians.” Thirty-six
percent of young adult non-Christians say, “I would be interested in learning more about Christianity and what it could
mean for my life” versus only 16% of older non-Christians.

Independent with shorter attention spans than previous generations, the new Barna Study also revealed that Millennials/Gen
Z want to explore the Christian faith through: One-on-one conversation with someone who is a Christian. (Fifty-three
percent of millennials said this would be their preferred method versus 32% of older non-Christians.)

They are less likely to be open to the following methodologies than older Christians:

1. By sitting as an anonymous listener in a crowd at a Christian event or service.

2. In a small group made up of mostly other people who are not Christians but who are all interested in exploring faith
together.

Research also reveals that Millennials and Gen Z have higher levels of anxiety and depression than any previous generation.
This puts them in a constant “flight or fight” mode and makes it very difficult for them to think far into the future. Young
women are particularly susceptible to the effects of toxic or hyper-social media, according to research.

In a world, rich in material wealth but often impoverished in spiritual health, youth and young adults are being ravaged and
broken by the rampant pace of life today. So what does this mean for you? One of the best ways to build trust with youth
and young adults is through listening and sharing your own story of faith with them. Speak about how God is moving in
your life and don’t be afraid to tell young people how your life has been transformed by your faith.

Remember, young people are open to learning more about faith and your witness might be one of the most important ways
of doing so. A thoughtful and inviting presentation of the Gospel that helps youth and young adults wrestle with their
feelings of anxiety and shame can help them see their own story in the Christian story.

Despite all that the world faces, Pope Francis reminds us that every child, youth and adult “God puts on our path is not a
glass that we must fill with content or a person to conquer. The Lord already dwells in their heart, given that he always
precedes us.”

Leading with the “yes” of who we are and offering a sign of hope is always more powerful than telling people what we say
“no” to. Will you share Jesus, source of hope and light, with others? Our younger generations in particular, are counting on
us!

Stanz is director of Parish Life and Evangelization for the Diocese of Green Bay.



