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Dear Priests and Pastoral Leaders,

On Tuesday, Sept. 22, Governor Evers issued Executive Order #90 extending the use of face coverings/masks for an
additional 60 days (Nov. 21). As we continue to work through the many challenges that come with the COVID-19
pandemic, we remain resolute on the importance of wearing face coverings/masks during Masses and any other in
person parish gatherings.

Per the most recent diocesan guidelines released on Sept. 4, item 6 under the General Provisions states:

“Masks remain required, but if there are members of the faithful who are not able to wear them, they should
be admitted into the church. Temperatures should be taken if possible.”

In accordance with CDC guidance, the following exemptions from the face coverings/masks include:

* Children between the ages of 2 and 5 are encouraged to wear face coverings/masks when physical distancing is
not possible. The CDC does not recommend face coverings/masks for children under the age of 2.
* Individuals who have trouble breathing.
Individuals with medical conditions, intellectual or developmental disabilities, mental health conditions, or other
sensory sensitivities that prevent the individual from wearing a face covering/mask.
The diocesan guidelines are intended to help parishes provide an opportunity for the faithful to encounter Christ in the
liturgy of the Church while abiding by reasonable and proportional measures to limit the spread of disease and care for
the most vulnerable among us. The faithful are also encouraged to avoid crowding, especially in high-traffic areas (for
example, when entering or exiting the church, in the vestibule, or following Mass in the church itself, etc.).

The number of positive tests and hospitalizations throughout the counties of the diocese continue to rise, and this can
be directly attributed to a lack of social distancing, lack of or inadequate face covering/mask wearing, and
attendance/hosting of group events which are driving the trend now known as COVID fatigue.

We encourage all parishes and schools to remain vigilant about the steps to decrease the spread of COVID to others
through the use of face covering/masks, social distancing and hand hygiene. The diocesan COVID-19 task force
continually monitors the statistics coming from the counties and the state and is willing to work with parishes in any way
necessary.

Sincerely in Christ,

lr L1 & fania

Father Luke Ferris
Vicar for Clergy & Pastoral Leaders
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A note from Fr. Doug...

Dear Parishioners,

Thank you for wearing your masks and striving to maintain social distance in church. I need your help in
welcoming people into your pew. For the "on time" arrivals or maybe a few minutes late, those that wander up
the aisle looking for a place to sit, if there is space, invite them into your pew. Slide in or are out and allow them
to enter. Thank you!

This past week we had a staff person exposed to someone who tested positive for COVID-19 outside of our parish
community. Our staff member is self-quarantined for 14 days with an estimated return date of October 2nd and
has had no symptoms at this time. This has affected our "Hearts on FIRE", religious education for grades 1-5,
which has been moved two weeks out, with a start date of Oct. 5. We are cooperating fully with local health
officials in the tracing process. As always if you are experiencing any symptoms, please contact your medical
provider and consider being tested. We will continue to strongly encourage everyone to take the precautions of
wearing masks, observing social distancing, frequent hand hygiene, and sanitizing and disinfecting common areas
and high touch surfaces. Please keep all those facing COVID-19 in prayer.

Sept 29th is the feast of the Archangels. Angels (messengers from God) appear frequently in scripture, but only
Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael are named. As we approach their feast day, I challenge you to know about the
angels and to invoke their patronage.

Michael appears in Daniel’s vision as “the great prince” who defends Israel against its enemies; in the Book of
Revelation, he leads God’s armies to final victory over the forces of evil. You may be very familiar with the St.
Michael the Archangel “defend us in battle” prayer. Michael the Archangel is the patron saint of grocers,
mariners, paratroopers, police officers, and military personnel.

Gabriel first appears in Daniel’s visions, announcing Michael’s role in God’s plan. His best-known is the
Annunciation, in which the angel Gabriel appears to Zechariah and the Virgin Mary, foretelling the births of John
the Baptist and Jesus, respectively (Luke 1:11-38). Saint Gabriel is the patron saint of messengers,
communication workers, and postal workers.

Raphael’s is in the Old Testament story of Tobit. There he appears to guide Tobit’s son Tobiah on his
journey. Raphael guides Tobiah to a threefold happy ending: Tobiah’s marriage to Sarah, the healing of Tobit’s
blindness, and the restoration of the family fortune. Most interesting, I think, is Tobiah and Sarah’s marriage
prayer (Tobit 8:4b-8). For you see, Sarah has been married 7 times before and all 7 guys have died on their
wedding night. It is believed to be an evil spirit upon her. I say she is 0 and 7 like the Minnesota Vikings and
Super Bowl rings. The wedding prayer and special incense given to Tobiah by Raphael is to expel the evil spirit
so they can live happily ever after. When couples choose this reading, I like to ask, so if you were marrying
someone with a record of 0 and 7, would you trust incense and a prayer that you will live not only through the
night but happily ever after. Um...would you?

Saint Raphael is considered a patron of travelers, the blind, happy meetings, nurses, physicians, medical workers,
matchmakers, Christian marriage, and Catholic studies. (Source: Franciscan Media)

I encourage you to seek St. Michael to defend us in battle against COVID-19, for Gabriel to help us to see Jesus
in our world and St. Raphael in this COVID-19 time for safety for nurses, physicians and medical workers.

Fr. Doug LeCaptain
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A note from Fr. Jason...

Dear Parishioners,

We use many specialized words in the Church. Words
like Paschal Mystery, the Eucharist, etc. One of the
specialized words that we use is Kerygma. Kerygma is
a Greek word meaning “proclamation.” In the context
of the Church it means the proclamation of the story of
salvation.

The Kerygma begins with the book of Genesis. God
created the world. God gave us life. The world is
created especially for humanity. This is good news.
God did not need to make us. God made us to be in a
loving relationship with Him. That is good news.

The second piece of the Kerygma is the bad news. Our
first parents were seduced by the Devil into the
Original Sin, into distrust and disobedience of God.
There were consequences. The loving relationship
with God was broken. Sin and death entered into the
world. The Original Sin and it consequences are
transmitted to each human being, except for Jesus and
Mary. We were in a terrible situation.

But the Kerygma does not end with bad news. God did
not leave us in the terrible situation. God became a
human being, Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ suffered and
died for our sins. He rose to new life. In these actions
Jesus reverses the consequences of Original Sin. This
is what we call salvation. We can again enter into a
loving relationship with Jesus Christ. We will rise
from the dead.

The final part of the Kerygma is our response. Our
response is to repent of our sins, believe in Jesus
Christ and be baptized. This is conversion.

This is the Kerygma.
This is the proclamation
of the Church.

~ Fr. Jason Blahnik
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PHEL? WANTED

V’ﬁ-ish Media/TechCoordinator
« Part-time-12 hours per week
+ strongleadership and recruiting skills are a must
« familiarity with ProPmcnforw_onhip Software
« familiarity with Mac & audio visual equipment
forafulljob description please contactthe parishoffice

Toapply please send aresume to Dcn. Mark Knipp by
thedeadline of October 9thto:

Sk Froncis of Assisi Parish - Attention Den, Mark Knipp

FALL CEMETERY
CLEAN-UP

We respectfully request your help in removing your
spring/summer decorations by Thursday, October 15th
from the following cemeteries: Calvary Catholic
Cemetery, St. Mary’s Cemetery and St. Peter’s
Cemetery. This will aid in the clean-up of the property.
Items not picked up will be removed by the cemetery
staff, and will not be saved. Fall and winter décor,
including wreaths may be placed beginning Sunday,
November 15th. Additional information regarding
grave decorations, policies and regulations is available
by contacting the cemetery/mausoleum office at
(920) 684-3646 or sfamanitowoc.org/cemeteries.
Thank you to everyone that assisted with the planting
and decorating this year. All of the local cemeteries
looked beautiful and respectful.




